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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


BARBADOS 


OIL  TESTS  AT  CANEFIELD  SHOW  PROMISE,  SAYS  GRIFFITH 
Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  30  Apr  84  p  24 


[Text] 


I  TESTS  are  now  being  car* 
ried  out  on  the  oil  well 
drilled  at  Canefield,  St. 

;  Thomas,  last  month  to 
determine  whether  it  has 
commercial  quantities  of 
oU. 

Accordii^  to  Minister  of  State, 
Senator  Cl^e  Griffith,  three 
.  wells  ,have  been  drilled  by  the 
Canadian  company.  Bow  Valley 
^ndces  Lunitra,  rince  it  started 
a  new  oil  exploration  programme 
in  Barbados  last  month. 

The  first  well,  said  the 
minister,  was  drilled  at 
CaneBeld  and  a  service  rig  has 
been  moved  on  to  this  site  to 
determine  whether  there  are  any 
commercial  deposits  there. 

He  said:  ••Hiere  appegrs  lo  be  ^ 
some  signs  of  hydro-carbons  at 
Canefie^but  until  those  final 
;  tests  are  done  we  will  not  be  able 


to  say  if  it  would  be  viable  to  go 
further.’* 

Other  wells  have  since  been 
drilled  at  Lower  Parks  and 
Bissex  Hill  In  St.  Joseph  and  a^ 
fourth  is  now  befam  drilled  at' 
Gregg  Farm,  St.  Andrew. 

Senator  Griffith  said  that  It 
cost  $400  000  to  drill  each  of  the 
wells,  with  additional  costs 
depending  on  what  other  work 
was  done.  ^ 

Looking  at  the  proposed  off¬ 
shore  exploration  programme, 
the  energy  minister  said  that  the 
British  company,  Quff  Oil.  was 
now  formulating  a  work  pro¬ 
gramme. 

He  said  that  the  company  had 
.  a  licence  to  do  exploratory  work 
off  Barbados  for  three  years.  It 
has  been  given  a  date  next  year 
:  by  which  its  seismic  work  must 
be  completed.  The  first  well  must 
be  drilled  by  a  specific  date  in 
.  1986. 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


JAMAICA 


ELECTRICITY  RATES  INCREASED  54  PERCENT  EFFECTIVE  1  MAY 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  In  English  19  May  84  pp  1,  3 

[Text]  Electricity  rates  have  been  Increased  by  54  percent  effective  May  1, 
1984,  the  Minister  of  Public  Utilities  and  Transport,  the  Hon  Pearnel  * 

Charles,  announced  yesterday. 

The  Minister  said  he  regretted  that  this  had  to  be  done,  but  there  was  no 
alternative. 


Mr  Charles  said  that  39  percent  of  the  new  Increase  was  to  be  passed  on 
directly  to  the  oil  company  while  15  percent  would  go  towards  the  cost  of 
debt-servicing,  spare  parts,  costs  by  contractors  and  ancillary  costs  as  a 
result  of  the  devaluation. 

Let  me  make  it  very  clear  that  none  of  this  Increase  is  designed  to  add  to 
the  company's  revenue,"  he  said. 

The  Minister  released  the  following  statement  to  the  Press: 

"The  Jamaica  Public  Service  Company  has  made  great  strides  in  the  past  four 
years.  Neglected  maintenance  has  been  overcome  at  great  cost,  resulting  in 
considerably  improved  efficiency  of  operations. 

"However,  due  to  the  Increased  cost  of  crude  oil  and  the  devaluation  of  the 
Jamaican  dollar,  the  subsidy  to  customers  of  the  JPS  has  now  been  eroded. 
Accordingly,  the  JPS  will  now  have  to  bear  the  full  cost  of  its  fuel 
resulting  in  an  Increase  of  39  percent  in  its  fuel  charges  to  its  customers. 

"Effect  of  the  devaluation  on  the  company's  other  foreign-exchange  costs 
will  result  in  an  additional  increase  of  15  percent  in  the  energy  portion 
of  its  bill  to  customers.  This  means  that  there  is  a  total  increase  of 
54  percent  on  the  customers'  bill. 

The  projections  for  1984  did  not  envisage  vast  changes  in  currency  rates, 
materially  affecting  primary  and  secondary  costs  of  operations.  This  year 
the  company  expected  to  gain  its  third  consecutive  year  of  adhering  to 
targets  without  a  rate  Increase. 
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"However,  a  series  of  fiscal  events  affecting  the  country  and  the  company 
occurred  towards  the  end  of  1983.  First  was  the  movement  of  fuel  payments 
;by  the  company  from  a  rate  of  exchange  of  $1.78  to  $3.15.  Secondly,  the 
rate  of  exchange  was  further  Increased  from  $3.15  to  $4.00. 

"In  addition,  the  cost  of  repaying  the  company's  overseas  debts  when  these 
become  due  were  similarly  Increased.  So  too,  have  been  the  expenses  for 
all  external  services  to  the  company,  spare  parts  and  overseas  contracts. 

All  of  this  has  lifted  the  overall  operating  costs  as  at  the  end  of  1983 
by  over  $100  million. 

"You  will  recall  that  the  Government  In  December  last  year  granted  a  $100 
million  subsidy  annually  to  cushion  the  Impact  of  the  Increase  on  the 
customers.  This  subsidy  now  has  been  removed  and  the  Jamaica  Public  Service 
Company  now  has  an  Increase  on  Its  fuel  bill  In  the  order  of  87  percent. 

"The  rapid  and  continuous  devaluation  of  the  Jamaican  dollar  produced 
escalating  cost  stresses  on  the  company  each  month  resulting  In  million 
of  dollars,  which  had  to  be  absorbed  by  the  company  without  resort  to  the 
consumer  until  now. 

"I  should  pause  to  explain  that  one  of  the  reasons  the  company  was  able  to 
continue  for  such  a  long  time  (four  months  during  which  the  Jamaican  dollar 
fell  from  $3.30  to  US$1  to  $4.11  Ja.  to  US$1)  was  due  to  the  Increased 
efficiency  of  fuel  used  as  a  result  of  refurbished  units  which  have  signi¬ 
ficantly  reduced  the  resort  to  gas  turbines  and  other  stand-by  plants  operat¬ 
ing  on  expensive  diesel  fuel. 

"Unknotm  to  the  general  public  is  the  fact  that  the  antitlpcated  40  percent 
Increase  across  the  board  in  January  1984  has  hardly  ever  gone  beyond  an 
averaging  increase  of  32  percent.  This  is  a  small  amount  perhaps,  but 
nevertheless  adding  up  to  millions  of  dollars  of  savings  to  the  consumers. 

"It  is  with  regret  that  I  now  have  to  advise  the  Inevitable  news  about 
Increased  rates  which  must  have  been  expected  by  many  people  watching 
fiscal  developments  in  the  country. 

"This  will  mean  an  average  Increase  to  consumers  of  about  54  percent 
effective  May  1,  1984.  Of  course,  the  actual  monthly  percentage  will  depend 
on  fuel-use  efficiency  and  the  cost  of  the  fuel  purchased.  If  the  trends  in 
the  improvement  of  the  Jamaican  dollar  continue  and  the  price  of  oil  remains 
stable,  the  benefits  will  of  course  be  passed  on  to  the  consumer  as  usual. 

"There  is  one  area  of  major  concern  in  the  use  of  energy  which  will  shortly 
be  addressed  by  the  Jamaica  Public  Service  Company.  The  present  electricity 
rates  as  structured  encourage  higher  use  of  electricity.  This  runs  counter 
to  the  fuel  conservation  measures.  At  the  moment,  the  consumers  pay  less 
per  kilowatt  hour  the  more  they  use. 
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"The  company  will  Immediately  be  embarking  on  a  rate  study  with  a  view  to 
restructuring  the  rate  so  that  consumers  will  be  encouraged  to  conserve  on 
the  use  of  electricity  and  will  pay  more  per  kilowatt  hour  the  more  they 
use  and  less  per  kilowatt  hour  the  less  they  use.  This  is  designed  to  assist 
those  using  small  domestic  amounts  of  electricity. 

"Let  me  remind  you  that  39  percent  of  this  new  Increase  is  to  be  passed  on 
directly  to  the  oil  companies;  15  percent  will  take  care  of  debt  servicing, 
spare  parts,  cost  by  contractors  and  ancillary  costs  as  a  result  of  the 
devaluation.  Let  me  make  it  very  clear  here  that  none  of  this  Increase  is 
designed  to  add  to  the  company’s  revenue. 

"I  feel  very  concerned  because  this  is  a  harsh  and  tough  period  for  us. 
However,  we  have  no  alternative,  as  the  choice  is  between  paying  for  the 
supply  of  electricity  and  getting  no  electricity  at  all." 
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fci  r  ..  .  JAMAICA 


MANUFACTURERS  URGE  FORMATION  OF  UTILITIES  COMMISSION 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  In  English  24  May  84  J).  1  . ;  •  - 

[Text]  The  Jamaica  Manufacturers’  Association  (JMA)  is  calling  for  the 
setting  up  of  a  Public  Utilities  Commission  to  incorporate  the  office  of 
the  Public  Utilities  Ombudsman,  together  with  the  monitoring  unit  of  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Utilities,  to  let  the  public  know  what  is  going  on  in 
the  power  supply  field. 

In  his  report  to  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  JMA’s  directors  ^ast  week 
Wednesday,  the  President,  Mr  R.  Anthony  Williams  said  members  had  been 
asked  to  pay  for  increases  for  a  period  for  which  they  should  not  pay. 

He  said:  "As  our  members  and  indeed  the  general  public  try  to  cope  with 
various  cost  Increases,  one  needs  to  look  at  the  question  of  utility  rates 
and  electricity  in  particular.  An  announcement  on  the  matter  was  published 
in  the  Gleaner  of  January  1,  1984  and  stated  that  effective  January  31  there 
would  have  been  a  40  percent  average  increase.  However,  on  checking  bills 
sent  to  some  of  our  members  dated  between  December  1983  and  February  1984 
we  found  that  some  had  reasonable  cases  to  request  refunds  on  their  bills. 

On  May  9  we  wrote  the  Jamaica  Public  Service  Company  requesting  answers  to 
the  folloid.ng  questions: 

1.  Whether  the  government  or  the  company  had  announced  that  the  effective 
date  of  the  increase  was  January  31,  1984? 

2.  If  so,  when  this  change  was  made  public  by  the  company  and/or  government? 

3.  What  fuel  adjustment  factor  had  been  used  on  the  electricity  bills  for 
each  month  between  October  1983  and  March  1984? 

Mr  Williams  said  they  had  not  yet  been  favoured  with  a  reply.  However, 
they  had  noted  that  a  senior  executive  of  JPS  had  indicated  that  electricity 
bills  would  be  Increased  again. 

(On  Friday,  May  19,  Minister  of  Public  Utilities,  the  Hon  Pearnel  Charles 
announced  that  electricity  rates  would  go  up  by  65  percent). 
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Mr  Williams  said;  "We  do  not  oblect  tn  r 

Increases  to  cover  Ito  expenses  and  to  mto  I  Sofjj  ° 
particular  company  la  In  a  monop^Jy  pLT^loo  ^la 

lives  and  on  the  cost  of  inputs  of  coodc  ’v  great  impact  on  our 

tional  market.  We  feel  ^  f  ^4  hich  must  compete  In  the  Interna- 

baaed  -uat  brir^lj'^vanaurt^br^^b??  >« 

Service  Company  was  oS  bv  orJl^ 

by  government,  the  company  was  required  to  prlor  to  the  takeover 

operations  to  the  PublirUMlL^rJ  .  .  of  Its 

access  to  these  records  aL  JeJorL  ^i®add?Mo“®“^r® 
opportunity  to  participate  in  Lflr^nl>  ^  ^‘^‘^itlon,  the  consumer  had  the 
This  Is  as  It  should  b^  We  sWd  wr  applications, 

how  Btate-ownfed  public  utilities  comDaftl^bR*'*!^”^'^^  In  the  determination  of 
recognizing  that  confidence  must  floafn  k  administered.  Government 

public  bcdLa  .ppolntcra"ro:b„1aSr?„^Si;nj;iuLa“'^"*“ 

Srta^'  t^?LlloT?;c«eJLtar:  Hanufac- 

to  Incorporate  the  office  of  the  Public  UtllltlAq^^fv^ri^^”®^®®^®”  formed 
the  monitoring  unit  of  the  Ministry  of  PubllJ  Utnuief^"®S’  together  with 
this  Commission  should  be  set  up  as  a  mal^tZr  ^  believe  that 

Increases  be  granted  to  any  of  the  public  further 

done."  ^  public  utility  companies  until  this  Is 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOfiAGO 

Ml' 


OIL  COMPANIES  SUFFERING  FROM  REDUCTIONS  IN  TRADE 


Pott-of-Spalti  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  In  English  28  Apr  84  p  4 


[T6xti 


SAN  FERNANDO: 
^  SOUTH  TRINIDAD 
’Chamber  of  Industry 
and  Commerce  i  has 
inoted  Oiat  almost  all 
,'of  the  Service  and  siip- 
’  ply  companies  operat* 
mg  in  Oie  oil  inauatry 
are  suffering  from  sig* 
nincaht  reductions  In 
the  level  of  their 
tiiiding. 

“The  reduction  in 
bu^ess  has  been  so 
,  dramatic,  that  not  only 
are  the  minority  of 
them  operating  at  a 
loss  but  some  are  dose 
to  insolvency  and 
others  have  already 
reached  that  stage.” 

ihose  observations 
.  wdre  contained  in  a 
mi^orandum  submitt* 
•  ad  to  Oie  chamber  to 
OiO  rame  Minister,  Mr 
paMge  Chambers  when 
.>he  visited  San  Fernan¬ 
do  recently. 


The  Soudi  Chamber 
noted  that  some  of 
diose  companies  have 
been  Idt  stranded  with 
very  high  levels  of  in¬ 
ventories  which  diey 
are  unable  to  turn  over 
and  hence  bank  borrow- 
i^  and  amounts  own¬ 
ed  to  other  creditors 


have  increased  appred- 
aUy. 


Those  views  were 
compiled  by  die  cham- 
iber’s  energy  and  natu¬ 


ral  resources  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  memoranduni 
stated  that:  “If  the 
present  stalemate  in 
die  petroleum  industry 
OMtinues  tor  mudi  Iw- 
ger  there  could  be  a 
spate  of  diese  busi¬ 
nesses  having  to  dose 
down.  It  is  Important 
to  note  that  several  of 
these  companies  hold 
large  amounts  of  parts 
.ana  supplies  related  dl- 
ncdy  to  die  Texaco  re-  - 
finery.” 

It  was  stated  that 
positive  action  by  Gov¬ 
ernment  on  dmse  mat¬ 
ters  could  go  a  long  way 
to  restoring  •  bunness 
omifidence  m  the  South 
and  hdp  dwse  com¬ 
panies  to  sdve  dieir 
prohlcr** 

Referring  to  “well  in¬ 
formation”,  the  cham¬ 
ber  noted  also  diat  at 
the  present  time  all 
well  mformation  is  pro¬ 
tected  indefinitely. 
“This  severely  re¬ 
stricts  companies 
:  which  are  evaluating 
.new  prospects  in  the 
■country." 

The  chamber  believes 
that  if  sudi  informa¬ 
tion  is  made  available, 
:it  is  felt  that  the 


i  Operating  companies 
vw  be  aole  to  achieve 
greater  productivity 
and  iignlficant  cost 
savings.  That  situation 
could  only  assist  the  in¬ 
dustry  and  the  country 
generally. 

The  chamber  said: 
>“We  are  of  the  view 
tiiat  enloratory  wdl 
intormadcm  Should  be 
relented  after,  sa^, 

three  years  and  prod- 
.  ucdon  well  information 
released  either  im¬ 
mediately  or  for  the 
latest  after  one  year.” 

Examples  of  the  to- 
fcnmation  which  should 
be  released  are  in  die 
areas  of  electric  log  fai- 
formation,  production 
and  test  mformation, 
and  geo-chemical  data. 

The  dumber  has  rec- 
Mnmended  that  well  in¬ 
formation  be  made 
t  public  by  the  Ministry 
'  of  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources  except  poss¬ 
ibly  m  offshore  areas 
■Where  the  wells  are 
wlthm  leased  areas  ad- 
;ioining  unleased  ones. 

■  The  diambers  believes 
dut  dlls  is  a  common 
practice  to  most  oil 
producing  areas  of  the 
iworid. 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


AMOCO  THREATENS  CUTS  UNLESS  IT  GETS  TAX  CONCESSIONS 


Port-of-rSpaln  EXPRESS  in  English  14  May  84  p  47 


[  Text  ]  UNLESS  Amoco  Trinidad  Oil  Company  receiv¬ 

es  tax  concessions  from  the  government,  the 
company  will  not  undertake  what  It  describes 
as  *Very  slnificant  Investments.** 

Eugene  Bertrand,  vice-president  for  public 
relations  for  Amoco,  said  government  had  not 
iyet  acted  upon  the  company*s  petition  for  tax 
relief. 

**Until  they  do  so,  It  Is  simply  not  possible 
for  Amoco  to  undertake  the  very  sinificani 
Investments  that  would  be  associated  ^th  a 
major  exploratory  and  development  effort,**  he 
said. 


The  company’s  two 
top  senior  executives, 
president  and  general 
manager,  Robert  Powers 
and  Bertrand  made  a. 
case!  for  concessions  in 
inteiviews  with  officials 
of  Amoco’s  parent  c6m> 
pan^,  Standard  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  of  Indiana,  United 
States. 

Their  views  were  ex- 
presised  in  the  latest  is¬ 
sue  of  “Span”,  a 
iquarterly  publication  for 
stockholdefs  fhd  em¬ 
ployees  of  Standard  and 
Amoco.  ^ 

The  Mlicle  which  was 
hea(Bined  “The  Treasure 
of  Trinidad”  focusdsd  on 
Amoco*s  operations  at 
Point  Galeota  on  the 
south  eastern  coast  and 
dealt  at  length  with 
i^oco’s  “tax  burden”, 
its  contribution  to  the 
economy  and  community 
development  and  the 
need  for  a  “regulatory 
climate.*’ 

Bertrand,  a  former  se-* 
nior  official  of  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Petroleum  and 


'Mines  (now  the  Ministry 
of  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources)  said  the  com¬ 
pany’s  relations  with 
government  remained 
cordid  adding  that  “they 
appear  sympathetic  to 
our  dilemma.^ 

Bertrand  was  opti¬ 
mistic'  that  government 
will  reduce  the  tax  bur¬ 
den  which  the  eon^Mny 
now  carries. 

However,  Powers  said 
Amoco  felt  that  H  was  a 
“viable  and  integral  part 
of  the  overall  Irinkudi- 
an  economy.” 

He  said:  “We  are 
working  with  goodwill  to 
resolve  those  differences 
that  exist  between  our¬ 
selves  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  trust  that  our 
mutual  interests  will  re¬ 
sult  in  compromises  that 
are  advantageous  to  all.” 

Powers  said  petroleum 
could  remain  a  signifi¬ 
cant  contributor  to  the 
country’s  economic 
“well-being  for  many 
years  to  come.” 

He  added  that  “Amo¬ 
co  for  its  part  seeks  a 
regulatory  climate  that 
wfll  enable  H  to  contrib¬ 


ute  in  the  I  ^ture  as  it 
has  in  the  past.” 

To  support  its  case, 
Amoco  Mild  in  addition 
to  “high  operating  ex-' 
penses^  encounters  in 
Trinidad,  its  tax  burden 
is  “among  the  highest  of 
any  country  in  which  it 
m^tains  operations.” 

It  added  that  from  the 
start,  the  company’s  lo¬ 
cal  interest  had  entailed 
“numerous  high-cost  el- 
aments  primarily  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  area’s 
complex  geology  and  the 
nature  of  its  producing 
formations.” 

Powers  said  Amoco 
had  contributed  more 
than  16.9  (U.S)  billion 
throu^  taxes,  royalties 
and  levies  up  to  the  end 
of  1983. 

“Throu^  its  purchase 
of  local  goods  and  aarv- 
icet,  phis  wages  aiKl  sala¬ 
ries  paid  to  Its 
an^loyees,  Amoco  has 
boosted  the  local  aoon- 
omy  by  another  $6  (U.S) 
miuion.” 

Powers  aaSd:  “Our 
commitment  to  the  two- 
Mand  nation,  and  I  fae- 
Bev#  theirs  to  us.  has 
been  both  firm  and  per¬ 
vasive. 

/“One  example  is  our 
corporate  contributions 
to  community  devel¬ 
opments  such  as  schools, 
inedical  fscilities  ana 
odmmunity  centres  has 
been  $1  million  (U.S.) 
over  the  past  three  years 
alone. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


CDB  PRESIDENT  DEMAS  DISCUSSES  RESULTS  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEJuJER  in  English  19  May  84  p  8 


[Article  by  Balf or d  Henry] 


[Text]  ,v:.  -V 

According  ro  the  President  of  the  Canbbean  Devefopment  Bank 
(CDB),  Mr.  William  Demas,  who  was  fe*elected  on  Wednesday  for  a 
third  term,  there  were  two  basic  points  merging  from  discussion  during 
the  14th  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  C^vemors  of  the  Caribbean 
Development  Bank  (CDfi)  which  was  held  in  Kingston  between  Wednes* 
day  and  Thursday; 

yjhis  was  probably  the  first  meeting  where  the  issue  of  structural  adjustment 
..and  what  the  Bank  can  do  to  help  has  emeiged  in  the  forefront  of  the 
discussions,**  he  told  a  group  of  journalists  at  a  briefing  on  the  conference 
Thursday. 

The  other  main  point,  he  said,  was  the  question  of  how  much  additional 
-resources  the  Bank  could  usev  how  much  more  lending  could  the  borrowing 
members  of  the  Bank  a[b$orb,  and  the  possibility  of  more  OECD  or  Western 
European  countries  becoming  members. 

It  was  Jamaica’s  Primt  Minister  and  Minister  of  Finance  and  Plahhing,  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Edward  Seaga,  whd  is  also  the  current  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
/  who  channelled  much  of  the  discussion  into  the  area  of  structural  adjustment;  a 
subject  which  he  has  declared  an  intention  to  pursue!  aggressively  at  the  next 
Cancom  Heads  of  Government  conference  in  Nassau  in  Jut^ 

According  to  Mr.  Demas,  it  is  only  after  the  July  tricorn  meeting,  before  the 
region  will  know  whether  Mr.  Seaga  will  have  his  way  and  make  structural 
adjustment  the  question  of  the  decade  for  the  Caribbean. 

But  while  Mr.  Seaga’s  proposals  have  merely  been  accepted  for  funher 
-  discussion  at  the  CDB  level,  so  far,  it  appears  that  the  member  countries  of  the 
region  so  far  have  yet  raised  no  objections. 

.  Surplus  of  resources  ; 

Mrl  Seaga  suggested  that  with  the  addition  of  new  members,  the  Bank  would 
have  a  surplus  oFres.ources  which  many  of  its  members  would  be  cither  unable  or 
unwilling  to  borrow  because  of  their  debt  service  capabilities. 

Therefore,  some  of  the  resources  should  be  used  to  re-finance  short-term 
commercial  debt  of  member  countries,  instead. 

He  also  suggested  the  establishment  of  an  Export  Development  Fund  to 
provide  foreign  exchange  to  purchase  raw  materials  for  tricorn  trade  and  a 
rehabilitation  fund  to  finance  newplant  and  equipment.  -  I 

Speaking  on  the  conference  which  was  attended  by  three  Eastern  Caribbean 
leaders,  as  well,  in  Miss  Eugenia  Charles,  Prime  Minister  of  Dominica,  Mr.  John 
Compton,  Prime  Minister  of  St.  Lucia  and  Chief  Minister  John  Chbome  of 
Montserrat,  Mr.  Demas  said: 

**1  think  all  the  Governors  regarded  the  meeting  as  veiy  successful  and  also 
very  well  organised.  Everyone  was  appreciative  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
host  country,  Jamaica,  for  the  meeting,**  he  said. 
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Membership 

He  then  went  on  to  a  tummary  of  the  developments  over  the  two  days; 

^First  of  all  a  Unified  Special  Development  Fund  (USDF),  as  a  leading  soft- 
ftsources  Fund  of  the  bank  has  been  established  and  ts  now  in  operation.  Most 
Governors  have  welcomed  the  establishment  of  this  new  Fund. 

*  “^condly,  all  Governors  welcomed  the  Membership  of  France.  In  the  course 
;  of  this  meeting  the  Frcncb  delegate  took  his  place  as  tne  alternate  Governor  for 

*  France  of  the  CDS. 

On  the  question  of  membership  and  resources  available  to  the  members,  Mr. 

‘  Demas  said: 

^‘The  essential  issue  was,  given  the  hard  economic  time  most  of  the  borrowing 
members  are  going  through,  whether  we  stabilize  lending  at  present  levels,  or 
whether  we  should  incirase  our  lending.  In  favour  of  an  increase  in  lending  and 
therefore  more  resources  and  i^sibly  more  members,  there  are  two  consider- 

*  ations:  One,  which  the  Prime  Minister  of  Jamaica  made  a  proposal  on,  that  during 
the  period  of  structural  adjustment  the  borrowing  memoer  countries  need 
additional  resources  to  finance  directly  structural  adjustment  programmes. 

CSomniitments 

“Another  consideration  behind  the  argument  in  favour  of  new  members  was 
that  certain  international  financial  institutions  seem  to  be  reducing  their  new 
!  commitments  to  some  of  the  countries  in  the  region.  So,  on  the  one  hand,  was 
the  argument  that  there  was  a  need  to  finance  structural  adjustment  programmes; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  felt  that  because  of  the  difficult  situation  most 
economics  find  themselves  in.  perhaps,  there  is  no  scope  for  increased  lending  by 
the  bank  and  therefore  4  need  for  increased  resources  was  safer.“ 

Also  emerging  from  the  discussions  were  the  questions  of:  The  role  of  the 

*  QDB  in  advising  the  borrowing  miimber  countries  on  macro-economic  policies. 
Most  of  the  Bank's  lending  in  the  past  had  been  project  lending  -^lending  for 
specific  projects,  and  to  m»e  sure  that  those  projects  were  successful  the  Bank 
laid  down  cenain  project  conditions. 

“This  is  In  terms  of  a  dialogue  on  macro-economic  issues  with  the  Govern¬ 
ments,  without  our  trying  to  ram  any  political  thing  down  their  throats.  We  got 
the  impression  that  many  countries,  particularly  the  smaller  0£CS  states,  would 
.  find  the  on-going  dialogue  of  some  use  to  them.'*  , 

Housing 

Other  subsidiary  Issues  were:  The  question  of  whether  when  the  Bank  lends 
for  projects,  it  should  emphasize  the  direct  implcmcntary  sectors  or  economic  and 
social  structure.  Several  Governments  raised  the  issue  once  again.  The  view  of  the 
management  of  the  Bank,  was  that  the  Bank  should  try  as  far  as  possible  to ' 
increase  lending  directly  to  productive  projects  in  agriculture  and  industry  and 
tourism.  And,  tt  should  lend  to  the  productive  sectors  to  a  greater  extent  than  it 
.  lends  to  the  economic  and  social  infrastructures  such  as  seaports,  airports,  roads 

and  public  utilities. 

Mr.  Demas  said  that  the  issue  surfaced  this  year  at  the  meeting  in  the  form  of 
*.somc  of  the  borrowing  Governments  asking  that  more  resources  be  promoted  for 
^  financing  housing:  “Wc  do  finance  housing,  but  we  believe  that  while  wc  should 
'suppon  nousing-  that  the  borrowing  member  countries  should  make  an  effon  td 
mobilise  internal  resouixes  to  be  counter-pan  to  housing  loans."  • 

He  said  that  none  of  the  Governors  opposed  Mr.  Scaga*s  suggestions  od^ 
structural  adjustment:  P 

“Speaking  for  myself,  I  believe  that  most  of  the  Caricom  countries  need  a  level 
of  structural  adjustment.  They  have  to  adjust  now.  Maybe  one  or  two  countries’ 
need  a  more  severe  form  of  adjustment  than  others,  but  they  all  require  some 
level  of  adjustment. 

Mr.  Demas  said  that  the  question  was  not  one  of  either  exponing  outside  the 
region  or  not:  .  ,  ji 
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Standard  of  living 

’‘Let’s  face  the  facts,  with  structural  adjustment,  the  standard  of  living  of 
everybody  in  the  country  has  to  fall;  that  is  a  fart  of  life.  Therefore  stnictural; 
adjustment  programmes  call  for  veiy  delicate  and  skilled  economic  and  politicar 
management.  I  oelieve  though  that  the  more^needy  tfid  vulnerable  groups  might  gei^ 
tome  relief,  not  necessarily  that  their  pre-structural  adjustment  standard  of  living: 
should  be  maintained:  They  would  have  to  make  some  sacrictfice  too.  I  think  some! 
measures  ought  to  be  found  to  some  extent  to  alleviate  the  hardships  for  the  most* 

needy  and  the  most  vulnerable  croups” .  j 

Mr.  Demas  was  asked  whether  the  peoples  could  look  forward  to  a  much  \Ktxer 
life  having  gone  through  the  agony  of  structural  adjustment.  He  said:  ”Yes,  if  the; 


—  a  production  and  consumption  problem.”  *  .  .  Jfi 

“There  are  problems  of  carrying  balance  of  parents  m  all  the  Third  WonlT 
countries.  They  just  can’t  increase  production  like  that.  It  has  to  bp  efficient  so  that% 
it  can  be  cost  competitive  so  that  it  can  be  exported  and  so  that.it  can  he 
sul^tituted  with  imports,  efficiently.  *  V 

“In  other  words  the  key  is  more  production  on  a  competitive  basis  ■—  that  is* 
what  structural  adjustment  is  all  about.  So  that  you  will  both  increase  output  and ; 
therefore  raise  the  standard  of  living  and  have  a  reasonable  balance  of  payment^ 

He  said  that  because  of  what  happened  in  the  I970s‘  — -  including  the  ri^  in) 
energy  prices,  oil  importing  developing  countries  somehow  had  a  sharp  deieriora-^| 
tion  in  their  terms  of  trade  and  a  big  fall  in  their  real  income  which  has  bccorhc  a'j 
permanent  feature;  “Something  they  are  not  eguipped  to  reverse.  They  have  got  to 
find  ways  to  compensate  for  the  lowerii^  of  their  incomes  and  the  lowering  of 
their  purchasing  power  by  increasii^  production  of  expons  and  import  substitutes,  r, 
“In  other  words  it’s  a  kind  of  forced  march  towards  development,  but  you  have!: 
got  to  move  quickly.  In  other  words  strucnital  adjustment  lakes  you  to  a  higher !: 
Kvel  of  development,  but  you  have  to  compress  the  period  because  of  thc^ 
permanent  changes  in  the  world  economy.  So  you  have  to  do  what  would  normally  * 
take  15  years  in  five  minutes.” 


CSO;  3298/865 
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TRINIDAD  MANUFACTURERS  RAP  JAMAICA,  URGE  BILATERALISM 

Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  In  English  1  May  84  pp  16,  17 

[Text]  The  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Manufacturers  *  Association  (TTMA)  has  accused 
a  Jamaican  manufacturer  of  "wanting  to  have  his  cake  and  eat  It"  and  according 
to  TTMA  President  Edward  Habib  "this  Is  not  acceptable  to  the  TTMA."  ^ 

Mr  Habib  also  stated  that  In  the  light  of  all  that  was  happening  In  the  area 
of  trade  In  the  region  the  "TTMA  views  bilateral  agreements  with  Its  Carlcom 
partners  as  the  only  viable  solution  to  trade  In  the  future." 

He  made  these  observations  In  the  wake  of  repeated  localand  regional  calls  for 
the  normalisation  of  trade  in  Carlcom  in  a  document  titled  "An  Update  on 
Carlcom." 

Mr  Habib  confirmed  that  his  association  strongly  supported  the  position  of  the 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  Government  as  expressed  by  the  Minister  of  Industry, 
Commerce  and  Consumer  Affairs,  Mr  Desmond  Cartey  when  he  addressed  the  TTMA 
at  its  annual  general  meeting  several  weeks  ago. 

The  docinnent  Is  seeking  to  clear  the  air  and  to  put  in  "accurate  perspective, 
the  trade  Impasse  currently  existing  in  the  Region." 

The  TTMA  statement  reads: 

In  recent  weeks  there  have  been  several  calls,  both  locally  and  regionally, 
for  normalisation  of  trade  in  the  Carlcom  region.  These  comments  followed  upon 
an  address  by  the  Minister  of  Industry,  Commerce  &  Consumer  Affairs,  at  the 
annual  general  meeting  of  the  TTMA  on  Wednesday,  March  28.  Some  of  these 
calls  implied  that  Trinidad  &  Tobago  should  take  the  lead  In  restoring  trading 
relations  within  the  Community,  and  one  Jamaican  manufacturer  was  even  quoted 
as  having  said  that  the  Ministry  of  Industry  &  Commerce,  In  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  was  Influenced  by  a  small  group  of  Trinidad  manufacturers  to  implement 
measures  which  can  only  result  in  the  destruction  of  Carlcom. 

The  TTMA  Is  quite  amazed  at  some  of  these  comments  and  wishes  to  state  that 
we  strongly  support  the  position  expressed  by  Minister  Cartey  In  his  address. 

As  a  result,  the  TTMA  wishes  to  bring  an  accurate  perspective  to  the  trade 
Impasse  currently  existing  in  the  region.  To  do  this  properly.  It  is  necessary 
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to  divide  the  region  into  five  parts*  Jamaica,  Barbados,  Guyana,  O.E.C.S.  and 
Trinidad  and  Tobago,  examining  the  trading  problems  as  specific  to  each. 

Jamaica 

(1)  Prior  to  January  1983,  when  Jamaica  Introduced  a  parallel  rate  without 
consultation  with  its  Caricom  partners,  Trinidad  and  Tobago  did  not  have  a 
licensing  system  for  Caricom  trade; 

(2)  Jamaica  on  the  other  hand,  introduced  licensing  systems  and  other  non¬ 
tariff  barriers  as  far  back  ds  19^7; 

(3)  With  the  introduction  of  the  parallel  rate  in  Jamaica,  trade  in  the  re¬ 
gion  came  to  a  standstill  until  the  Barbados  Heads  of  Government  Meeting  in 

May  1983.  A  Caricom  rate  of  G.S.  $1.00  to  J  ^2.25  was  then  fixed; 

(4)  Upon  resumption  of  trade,  Trihidad  and  Tobago  issued  TT  $180  million  in 

licences  to  Jamaican  manufacturers  over  the  same  period; 

(5)  In  November  1983,  Jamaica  anhbuhced  a  devaluation  from  J,$1.78  “  U.S. 

$1.00  to  J$3.15  =  U.S.  $1.00,  a  43  percent  devaluation; 

(6)  In  December  1983,  Jamaica  gave  an  undertaking  that  they  would  remove  all 
licences  and  trade  impediments,  but  nothing  was  done.  Instead,  a  massive  list 
of  items  were  classified  as  nonessentials  and  debarred  from  imports; 

(7)  Because  of  the  severe  pressures,  the  devaluation  has  continued  to  the 
point  that  the  last  known  rate  (this  can  change  weekly)  was  J  $3.85  = 

U.S.  $1.00o 

The  devalviatlon  meant  that  an  item  formerly  sold  by  Trinidad  and  Tobago  manu¬ 
facturers  to  Jamaica  for  TT  $24.00  or  U.S.  $10.00  and  cost  Jamaica  $17.80, 
then  $22.50,  now  costs  the  Jamaican  Importer  J  $38.50. 

On  the  other  hand.  Increases  in  the  Jamaican  made  articles  were  significantly 
lower.  To  further  compound  the  problem,  because  of  continuous  devaluations 
and  grave  uncertainty  as  to  when  goods  Imported  into  Jamaica  can  be  paid  for 
a  Jamalcain  Importer  would  be  reluctant  to  Import  goods  unless  they  were  classi¬ 
fied  as  essential  or  where  tremendous  profits  can  be  made.  The  reason  being 
that  he  would  not  know  at  the  time  importing  or  selling  what  the  goods  could 
actually  cost  and  would  therefore  hot  know  at  what  price  to  sell.  The  end  re¬ 
sult  is  that  he  either  will  mark  up  the  goods  so  high  so  as  to  render  them 
noncompetitive  or  not  to  buy  at  all. 

Difficulties 

Mr  Seaga  is  reported  to  have  said  (TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  84/04/20)  in  commenting 
on  trade  in  the  Calcom  region,  "as  a  trading  organisation  it  does  have  difficul¬ 
ties  that  are  going  to  be  difficult  to  overcome." 

He  noted  that  Jamaica  has  a  policy  of  keeping  the  exchange  rate  of  its  dollar 
low  so  its  exports  are  relatively  cheap  abroad.  This  of  course  has  upset  the 
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traditional  balances  In  costs  and  has  given  Jamaican  production  a  decided 
advantage.  There  are  some  countries  that  are  not  able  to  tolerate  a  change  of 
that  level  in  the  competitiveness  of  the  system  without  yielding  up  a  good  part 
of  their  domestic  economy. 

It  Is  likely  that  this  Is  going  to  spill  over  In  restrictiveness  and  other 
measures  that  may  cause  Caricom  to  be  far  more  restrictive  in  the  future  than 
It  has  been," 

In  this  light,  can  the  comments  of  the  Jamaican  manufacturer  be  justified?  We 
say  they  want  to  have  their  cake  and  eat  it.  It  is  not  clear  from  the  above 
who  has  tried  to  use  Caricom  for  their  sole  benefit  rather  than  the  regional 
good.  We  say  the  Jamaican  manufacturer  wants  to  have  his  cake  and  eat  It, 

(i,eo  have  his  market  and  ours  too),  and  this  Is  not  acceptable  to  TTMA, 

To  sum  up  the  Jamaican  situation,  the  TTMA  Is  acknowledging  that: 

(I)  Jamaica  has  a  severe  balance  of  payment  problem  and  has  to  tightly  con¬ 
trol  external  payments,  resulting  In  the  difficulty  In  paying  its  Caricom 
partners,  including  Trinidad  and  Tobago. 

(II)  Because  of  the  Jamaican  devaluations,  its  manufacturers  are  now  far 
more  competitive  than  others  In  the  region, 

(III)  The  once  vibrant  market  of  Jamaica  Is  now  a  small  uncertain  market 
which  Trinidad  and  Tobago  manufacturers  view  with  great  caution. 

It  seems  that  the  only  possible  methods  for  resumption  In  trade  In  the  short 
term,  are  either; 

(a)  To  counter  trade  or  barter  trade  between  Items  manufactured  In  Jamaica, 

but  not  In  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  and  vice  versa  or 

(b)  to  arrive  at  a  new  Caricom  rate  to  reduce  the  competitive  gain  now  en¬ 

joyed  by  the  Jamaican  manufacturer  because  of  the  devaluations. 

In  the  medium  term,  a  currency  alignment  In  the  region  Is  necessary  If  the 

Common  Market  Is  to  best  serve  the  needs  of  the  Community. 

Barbados 

The  problems  related  to  trade  In  this  Territory  can  be  named  as  follows; 

(1)  The  Barbados  Negative  List  wherein  celling  prices  on  Imports  from 
Third  Countries  are  significantly  lower  than  those  existing  In  Trinidad  and 
Tobago; 

(2)  Stamp  Duty  (3%)  on  all  Imports  Including  Caricom  Imports;  (not  In  the 
spirit  of  Caricom); 

(3)  Despite  solemn  assurances  given  In  May  1983,  repeated  in  July  and  con¬ 
firmed  at  the  level  of  the  Heads  of  Government,  and  subsequent  reminders  by 
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way  of  an  exchange  of  notes,  discriminatory  taxation  cn  soft  drinks  in  cans 
levied  by  one  country,  continues  to  the  extent  that  a  market  which  had  been 
found  and  developed  for  such  items  for  some  years,  has  been  .closed  re¬ 

mains  closed.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  same  country  Imposes  a  tax  of 
5  percent  per  bottle,  on  beer  in  disposable  bottles,  as  compared  with  the 
.50  cents  levied  on  canned  soft  drinks. 

We  feel  that  if  a  Regional  Negative  List  and  Ceiling  Price  Regime  can  be 
agreed  upon  along  with  the  removal  of  other  trade  impediments,  then  trading 
relations  with  Barbados  could  improve. 

O.E.C.S.  ,  : 

There  continues  to  be  a  lack  of  integrity  in  the  movement  on  the  part  of 
several  of  these  territories.  And  as  the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce 
stated:  "It  is  never  the  intention  that  products  requiring  minimal  process— 
ing  (and  iii  some  notable  Instances,  no  processing  at  all)  should  qualify  for 
Carlcom  treatment."  In  spite  of  several  appeals  by.  the  Ministry  of  Industry 
and  Commerce  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  this  continues,  to  the  detriment  of  in¬ 
dustry  (in  Trinidad  and  Tobago)  and  loss  of  jobs  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  to 
other  countries  outside  the  region  where  the  majority  of  processing  takes 
place. 

"Trinidad  and  Tobago,"  as  quoted  by  the  minister,  "has  hoped  to  encourage  and 
it  is  still  our  wish,  a  minimum  depth  of  process  to  which  all  industrialised 
countries  within  the  region  should  aspire. 

This  minimum  depth  of  process  would  save  and  create  jobs  in  the  region  as 
opposed  to  exporting  them.  Each  of  the  governments  of  the  countries  should 
undertake  to  stamp  out  the  irregularities  in  their  terrotlries  for  improved 
trading  relations  to  take  place." 

We  suggest  that  the  depth  of  manufacturing  should  be  the  criterion  rather  than 
value  added  which  includes  profits. 

Guyana 

This  country  has  suffered  severe  balance  of  payments  problems  for  the  past 
five  years  and  is  virtually  unable  to  pay  for  Imports.  Its  export  capability, 
however,  has  not  been  affected.  We  see  therefore  a  possible  solution  for 
counter  or  barter  trade  only  with  this  territory. 

In  the  above  context,  unlimited  access  for  Carlcom  imports  into  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  where  a  single  market  is  virtually  the  sole  recipient  for  80  percent 
of  export  production  of  member  territories,  cannot  be  sustained. 

It  is  true  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago  bent  over  backwards  to  honour  the  Carlcom 
Agreement.  It  is  true  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago  provided  almost  $1,000  million 
worth  of  aid,  directly  or  indirectly. 
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Is  it  not  time  for  the  other  territories  to  take  the  lead  and  show  their  wlll- 
Ingess  to  participate  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Treaty?  Why  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  again?  "No ! 'V  "No ! "  says  TTHA. 

■  i 

In  conclusion*  the  fact  that  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  divide  the  Region 
into  five  parts  and  treat  each  separately  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  TTMA 
views  bilateral  trade  agreements  with  its  Carlcom  partners  as  the  only  viable 
solution  to  trade  in  the  future. 
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RICKEY  SINGH  DENIES  ’SPY’  CHARGES  BY  BARBADOS’  ADAMS 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  17  May  84  p  4 

[Text]  Bridgetown,  Wed,,  (CANA):  Rickey  Singh,  the  Guyana— born  former  editor 
of  CARIBBEAN  CONTACT,  whose  permit  to  work  in  Barbados  was  revoked  last  year, 
has  disputed  allegations  by  Barbados  Prime  Minister  Tom  Adams  that  he  had 
contact  with  foreign  spies, 

Adams  was  quoted  by  the  London-based  publication  CARIBBEAN  INSIGHT  as  saying 
that  these  contacts  "took  on  a  particular  intensity  at  the  time  of  the 
Grenada  crisis" — a  reference  to  the  October  19  overthrow  of  the  leftist 
Government  in  St,  George’s  and  the  subsequent  U,S, -Caribbean  military  inter¬ 
vention  to  oust  the  army. 

The  Barbados  Prime  Minister  was  answering  a  question  as  to  why  he  revoked 
the  work  permit  of  Singh,  who  was  based  in  Bridgetown,  where  the  newspaper 
of  the  Caribbean  Conference  of  Churches  (CCC)  is  published. 

The  permit  was  withdrawn  last  November,  21  months  before  it  was  due  to  expire, 
after  Singh  wrote  a  series  of  articles  critical  of  the  invasion  of  Grenada, 
Adams  played  a  key  role  in  persuading  Washington  to  intervene  to  oust  a 
military  council  that  assumed  power  after  the  bloody  coup, 

Adams  told  INSIGHT  that  he  was  giving  this  latest  statement  "in  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  journalists  themselves,"  Journalists  associations  in  the  hemisphere 
had  criticised  the  decision  to  revoke  the  work  permit, 

Singh,  in  a  statement  to  CANA  today,  insisted  that  the  decision  came  because 
of  his  "principled  stand"  in  his  articles  "written, ,, at  a  period  when  it  was 
clearly  not  wise  for  members  of  my  profession  to  challenge  the  powers  that  be," 

He  also  said  that  he  had  refuted  at  a  meeting  with  Adams  last  November  9,  that 
any  of  "my  Cuban  friends"  were  members  of  the  Cuban  intelligence  service,  "I 
said  then  I  had  no  such  knowledge,,," 

Adams  spoke  of. the  Barbados  Government’s  concern  at  Singh’s  alleged  contacts: 
"He  (Singh)  never  denied  it.  He  said  he  did  not  know  they  were  intelligence 
officers.  But  he  did  not  explain  how  they  came  to  his  house  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning,  or  why  he  took  evasive  action  when  visiting  places  where 
meetings  were  expected  to  take  place," 
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COLOMBIA  SCORES  PREFERMTIAL  TREATMENT  FOR  ECUADOR 
Bogota  EL  TIEMPO  in  Spanish  18  May  84  p  9-A 
[Article  by  Jose  Suarez] 

[Text]  Colombia  considers  It  unacceptable  for  Ecuador  to  continue  receiving 
the  preferential  treatment  envisaged  by  the  Andean  Pact  for  relatively  less 
developed  cotmtrles.  According,  it  believes  that  the  status  of  that  nation 
should  be  differentiated  from  that  of  Bolivia. 

It  also  considers  that,  in  the  area  of  foreign  Investment,  the  transformation 
regime  of  Decision  24  (statute  on  foreign  capital  in  the  Andean  Pact)  should 
be  liberalized  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  cases  in 
which  foreign  Investment  may  be  accepted  in  existing  national  companies  in 
the  member  countries. 

For  the  current  government,  within  the  context  and  complex  situation  of 
the  Andean  Pact,  "it  should  be  asked  the  national  Interests  of  Colombia  and 
the  community  interests  of  the  subregion  could  be  better  served  by  mechanisms 
other  than  those  of  the  Cartagena  Agreement." 

This  last  argument  was  interpreted  in  Colombia  business  circles  as  an 
insinuation  that  either  the  fundamental  structure  of  the  integration  process 
should  be  changed  or  different  directions  should  be  sought. 

The  Colombian  position  on  the  Cartagena  Agreement  is  presented  in  a  document 
in  limited  circulation  that  President  Betancur's  administration  submitted 
for  consideration  by  the  Mixed  Committee  on  Foreign  Trade.  This  led  to  the 
creation  of  a  subcommittee  that  will  examine  the  Andean  situation  in  depth 
and  present  to  the  administration  recommendations  on  the  direction  to  take 
on  this  front. 

Official  sources  consulted  by  EL  TIEMPO  indicated  that  the  subcommittee's 
conclusions  should  be  presented  before  the  end  of  the  month  in  order  to 
provide  new  arguments  to  the  plenlpotenclary  representatives  of  Colombia 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Cartagena  Agreement,  which 
will  take  place  within  2  weeks . 


18 


Colombian  officials  believe  that  there  is  a  need  for  "an  integration  scheme 
that  is  less  ambitious  but  more  in  line  with  the  economic  reality  of  the 
member  countries.  In  this  way,  *'it  would  have,  from  the  national  and  commun¬ 
ity  point  of  view,  the  advantage  of  being  more  secure  and  reliable,  thus 
reducing  the  risks  presented  to  the  private  sector  by  the  recent  performance 
of  the  Andean  Pact." 

"The  signing  of  a  protocol  modifying  the  Cartagena  Agreement  is  indispensable," 
states  one  section  of  the  official  document. 

The  evolution  of  the  process  over  the  last  5  years,  "leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  progress  achieved  has  been  limited.  In  addition  to  disturbing  legal 
gaps  caused  by  failure  to  meet  deadlines,  situations  have  been  generated  which 
have  destabllzed  the  conditions  that  support  the  flow  of  trade,"  it  states. 

Among  other  aspects  of  concern  are  the  inoperativeness  of  the  industrial 
program,  the  decline  in  trade  and  the  automatic,  irrevocable  advance  of  the 
program  of  liberalization,  the  viability  of  which  is  questionable. 

Colombia  points  out  how  its  minor  exports  to  the  Andean  area  increased  571 
percent  between  1970  and  1982,  with  a  positive  trade  balance  between  1970 
and  1980.  By  1983  the  trends  had  changed  radically:  exports  feel  60.4  per¬ 
cent  and  the  trade  deficit  rose  55.4  percent. 

Mter  citing  Colombia's  progress  on  all  fronts  of  economic  management  and 
industrial  development,  which  is  greater  than  that  of  the  other  countries, 
it  states  that  many  circumstances  have  changed  and  that  consequently,  "the 
commercial  results  of  exchanges  with  the  Andean  Pact  have  become  unfavorable 
for  Colombia." 

It  also  asserts  that  for  years  the  Andean  negotiations  "have  produced  few 
tangible  results  and  that  "there  is  a  need  to  reform  the  standards  govern¬ 
ing  the  process,  since  the  current  standards  have  turned  out  to  be  Inadequate 
for  regulating  all  of  the  situations  that  have  occurred." 

For  Colombia,  "this  reform  should  be  Implemented  as  soon  as  possible  in 
order  to  avoid  the  prolongation  of  the  critical  situation  in  subregional 
trade." 

The  Colombian  position  on  the  reform  of  the  Andean  Pact,  the  expansion  of 
facilities  for  foreign  investment  and  the  status  of  Ecuador  as  a  less  developed 
country  ard  expressed  in  the  following  points,  which  are  the  foundation  of 
the  aforementioned  document . 

1.  With  a  view  to  adjusting  them  to  the  realities  of  subregional  trade, 
some  committments  to  trade  liberalization  should  be  made  more  flexible. 

This  implies  preserving,  as  far  as  possible,  the  reciprocal  flow  of  trade, 
but  accepting  the  reversibility  of  the  Liberalization  Program  and  the 
equitable  expansion  of  the  Lists  of  Exceptions  when  circumstances  so  dictate. 

As  an  alternative  to  the  extremes  of  the  Liberalization  Program  and  the  Lists 
of  Exceptions,  an  intermediate  regime  should  be  established  which  will  allow 
the  importing  country  to  exercise  a  certain  degree  of  control  over  the  trade 
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flow  of  certain  products  in  accordance  with  guidelines  agreed  upon  by  the 
community.  This  should  permit  the  negotiation  of  bilateral  pacts  on  the 
basis  of  reciprocity  and  nonextensibility  in  the  case  of  products  that  do 
not  come  completely  under  the  Program  of  Liberalization.  These  agreements 
could  form  the  framework  for  the  exchange  and  payment  operations . 

2.  The  effort  should  be  continued  to  define  the  mechanisms  that  regulate 
the  conditions  of  subregional  authority,  but  adjusting  them  to  the  new 
modalities  of  commercial  trade.  The  right  to  the  benefits  of  the  Liberaliza¬ 
tion  Program  should  be  contingent  on  strict  compliance. 

3.  In  Industrial  programming  the  content  will  change  radically.  The  establish¬ 
ment  of  sectoral  programs  with  any  plural  number  of  countries  should  be  per¬ 
mitted;  and  In  these  programs  quotas  and  the  committment  not  to  exceed  them  ,  . 
should  be  eliminated. 

4.  The  norms  regulating  agricultural  and  livestock  trade  should  be  adapted 
to  the  characteristics  peculiar  to  the  sector.  This  Implies  ensuring  the 
operation  of  an  effective  margin  of  preference,  even  In  the  case  of  purchases  , 
by  official  entitles,  and  the  establishment  of  measures  that  permit  regulation 
of  trade  in  all  agricultural  and  livestock  products. 

The  new  orientation  of  agricultural  and  livestock  Integration  will  also  Include 
the  actions  to  promote  food  production  and  security  envisaged  In  the  Jose 
Celestino  Mutls  Agreement. 

5.  There  should  be  a  differentiation  between  the  preferential  treatment 
granted  to  Bolivia  and  Ecuador,  since  the  former  has  moved  backwards  in 
relative  and  absolute  terms  since  the  establishment  of  the  Andean  Pact  while 
the  latter  is  approaching.  In  many  indicators,  the  development  levels  of 
Colombia  and  Peru.  It  Is  unacceptable  for  Ecuador  to  continue  receiving 
the  benefits  of  the  Liberalization  Program  without  reciprocity. 

6.  In  regard  to  foreign  investment,  the  transformation  regime  of  Decision  24 
should  be  liberalized  and  there  should  be  an  expansion  of  the  number  of  cases 
In  which  foreign  investment  may  be  accepted  in  existing  national  companies. 
Otherwise,  the  provisions  of  the  Development  Plan  are  still  valid  in  the 
sense  that  the  Andean  norms,  properly  interpreted,  will  provide  an  adequate 
framework  of  stability  and  security  for  foreign  Investment. 

7.  There  should  be  greater  flexibility  in  the  norms  regarding  the  application 
of  the  various  safeguard  clauses  with  a  view  to  making  them  more  operative 
and  realistic  and  reducing  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  governing  body 

of  the  Cartagena  Agreement  in  this  regard. 


20 


FRIDAY  18  kAY  1984  -  EL  TIEMPO  -  9-A 

COLOMBIAN  TRADE  WITft  THE  ANDEAN  PACT 
1982-1983 

(U.S.  Dollars  in  Millions) 


V  e  ;  ■  " 

1982 

1983 

BOLIVIA  "  ” 

Exports 

1.4 

1.9 

Imports 

6.2 

6.2 

Balance 

-4.8 

4.3 

ECUADOR  '  * 

Exports 

57.6 

56.2 

Imports  ,  , 

194.1 

157.4 

Balance 

-136.5  . 

-101.2 

PERU  ■ 

Exports 

'  "  ’  '35!7  ' 

22.0 

Imports 

167.7 

93.3 

Balance 

-132.0 

-73.3 

VENEZUELA 

Exports 

401.1 

116.2 

Imports 

436.2 

426.4 

Balance 

-35.1. 

-310.2 

TOTAL 

Exports 

495.7 

V  196.3 

Imports 

809.1 

683.3 

Balance 

-313.4 

-487.0 

Source;  Reglstros 

INCOMEX 

i  •  .  1,  •;  ' 

Colombia’s  trade  with  the  other  countries 

of  the  Andean 

the  last  2  years  as  illustrated  in  this  table. 


12351 

CSO;  3348/433 


;  Percentage 
.Change 


+  35.07 
-  10.4 


-  2.4 

-  18.1 
-  25.9 


-  38.4 

-  55.6 

-  44.5 


-  71.0 

-  2.2 

+  783.8 


-  60.5 

-  15.8 
+  55.4 


has  developed 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


ST  LUCIA  HAILS  TRINIDAD  ACTION  (N  IMPORT  LICENSES 
Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  In  English  25  May  84  p  5 


[Text] 


CASTRIES,  Thurs.,  (Cana) : 

GOVERNMENT  and  trpde 
officials  here  today  welcomed 
'Trinidad  and  Tobago’s  as¬ 
surance  that  it  will  nve  ”ex- 
peditious  attention”^  to  the 
processing  of  import  licences 
n’om  St  Lucia. 

.  The  announcement,  made  last 
'Friday  In  Pwt-of-Spaln  by  Trinidad 
tand  Tobago*B  Industty  and  Com¬ 
merce  Minister  Desmcmd  Caitey, 
came  after  persistent  efforts  by  St 
Lucian  authorities  to  get  die  twin- 
^island  republic  relax  an  import 
'.licensing  system  it  introduce  a  year 
ago. 

St.  Lucia,  'which  has  a  larae 
market  In  Trinidad  and  Tobago  for 
manufactured  goods,  especially  gar¬ 
ments,  bad  been  oommaining  mat 
the  restriction  was  not  only  hurting 
its  export  trade  but  resulting  in 
layoffs  in  locid  factories  as  well. 

Today,  me  Ministnr  of  Trade  here 
expressM  elation  with  Cartey's  an¬ 
nouncement.  Said  Permanent  Secre¬ 
tary  Edwin  Laurent:  “We  hope  that 


this  ministerial  statement  would  in 
feet*  be  reflected  in  the  actipns  of 
me  administrative  departments  in 
Trinidad  which  issue  me  licences." 

Laurent  said  Cartey’s  claim  mat 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  lias  an  adverse 
trade  balance  with  me  Caribbean 
Community  fCaricom)  countries  did 
not  apply  to  St  Ldcia. 

According  to  him,  last  year,  6t 
Lucid  Imported  goods  valued  at  S24.9  - 
million  from  Tmidad  while  exports 
to  Pdrt-of-Spain  from  here  totalled 
gl3.S  miUim. 

“If  mere  is  a  freer  flow  of  our 
eiq>oris  once  more,  there  should  be  a 
modest  improvement  in  our  employ- ' 
,ment  rituation  here  because  a  lot  of 
jobs  have  bom  mreatened  apd  lost 
during  mis  difficult  period,” 
Laurent  said.  ,  _ 

The  St.  Lucia  Chamber  of  .Com¬ 
merce  idso  welcomed  me  Trinidad 
announcement.  Executive  secretary 
.Rum  Me  Farlane  said  her  organisa¬ 
tion  had  been  hoping  for  a  de- 
'velopment  of  this  nature  for  some 
time. 

'  “We  are  happy  that  it  tos  come,” 
ahe  said,  adamg  that  the  For^- 
fSpain  restrictions  had  been  affecting 
St  Ionian  manufacturers  greatly. 


CSO;  3298/849 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-^AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


TRINIDAD-TOBAGO,  BARBADOS  AGREE  ON  JOINT  AIR  SERVICE 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  24  May  84  p  1 


[Article  by  George  Harvey] 


[Text] 


GOVERNMENT-to-govei*niheht .  rdaticm  have  been 
stepped  up  tetween  Tnnidad  and  Tobago  and  Barbados  in 
the  field  of  air  tran^rtatibri.  , 

Agreement  has  been  reached  in  princ^le  for  a  Joint 
^service  on  the  Barbados /L^^doh /Europe  route  by  State- 
owned  British  West  Indian  Airways  (BWIA)  and  Barbados- 
operated  Caribbean  Airways. 

Ihis  was  die  outcome  of  a  tneeting  eariier  this  month 
between  Trinidad  and  Tobago's  Mihfster  of  State,  Enter¬ 
prises,  Mr.  Ronald  Williams^  and  Mr.  Bernard  St,  Joto, 
Deputy  Piine  Minister  of  Barbadc^.  Tte  Barbados  mating 
was  aimed  at  promoting  greater  bo^iperation.  bepveen  the 
two  regional  states  in  matters  related  to  air  transport. 


The  proposed  joint  venture  is  to  ^ble  Caribbean.  Air¬ 
ways  to  improve  its  operating  viabili^  and  to  assist 
forever-in-the-red  BWIA  to  reduce  its  annual  fosses. 

A  government  source  eiqilained  yesterday  that  the  execu¬ 
tives  of  BWIA  andCaribbeah  AiiW^s'havd  be(m**mahdated 
by  the  Ministers  to  examine  urgratly  the  options  for 

providing  a  joint  service  and  to  report  back  to  them?’^ . 

It  was  stated  that  the  options  proposed  must  be  “consis¬ 
tent  with  the  overriding  imp&atiVe  of  improving  die 
profitability  of  eadi  airline.** 

‘  The  joint  vaiture  plaii  ties  iii  with  ongoing  issues  bdng 
discus^  between  me  Ministry  of  State  Enterprises  and 
BWIA  on  issues  affecting  adversely  the  operations  bf  the 
^airline. 

Matters  in  discussion  take  in:  ^  ^ 

•  Unfair  corhpetition  and  niohOpbly  practices; 

•  Bilateral  sir  service  agreements,  diarter  operations 


and  cargo  transportation;  ,  .  .  ,  v  « 

•  Establishment  of  new  ventures  including  establish¬ 
ment  of  dutyrfrete  shopping  at  Piarco  Airport  for  returning 


imssengers;  • 

;  •  Cost-cutting  exercises;  , 

•  Improvement  to  the^terihinal  facilities  and  operation 
hf  Trimdad-Tobago  air  bridge.  ^ 

iMscussicxis  have  bOeh  in^tuted  to^  a^s’sist  BWIA  to 
eliminate  “unacceptably**  large  losses  sustained  since  its 
inc^tion.**  ■  ... 

The  source  ^ntinued:,  *^Th6  need  to  eliminate  these  losses 
has  been  more  urgent  now  in  view  of  the  dear  notice  whidi 
foe  Minister  of  Finance  hhS  sotved  that  thd  Treasury  can  no 
fonger  ccxitinue  to  absorb  foese  losses.  BWIA  must  come 
out  of  a  loss  position  and  dp  so  rapidly.’*  ;  . 

Losses  pumidied  for  BWIA  — 1978  ($57  million);  1979  ($75 
million);  1980  ($115  million);  1981  ($100  million);  1982  ($75 
million);  cash  defidt  of  $50  million  in  15^  eiqxKrted  to  be 
reduc^  to  $10  million  year. 


CSO:  3298/849 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 

CDB  ACTIONS“The  Caribbean  Development  Bank  (CDB)  has  approved  more  than  $14 
million  (U.S.)  In  new  loans  and  grants  for  regional  and  national  projects 
with  most  of  the  money  Intended  for  a  reequipment  programme  being  undertaken 
by  the  Inter-lsland  airline  LIAT.  This  decision,  among  others,  was  under¬ 
taken  at  the  87th  meeting  of  the  bank's  board  of  directors  held  at  the  CDB's 
headquarters  In  Barbados  earlier  this  month.  At  the  meeting  the  board  author¬ 
ised  the  bank's  president  William  G.  Demas  to  sign  the  following:  1.  Two 
agreements  with  the  European  Economic  Community  (EEC)  In  respect  of  loans  for 
$2  million  (U.So)  and  $13.7  million  (U.S.)  for  use  by  LIAT  In  Its  reequipment 
programme  and,  2.  A  nonrelmburslble  grant  agreement  with  the  United  States 
Agency  for  International  Development  (USAID)  In  the  sum  of  $12.7  million 
(U.S.)  towards  a  second  basic  needs  programme  for  the  countries  of  the  Organi¬ 
sation  of  Eastern  Caribbean  States  (DECS)  and  Belize.  The  LIAT  loan  for  $13.7 
million  (U.S.)  Is  the  second  approved  In  a  month  by  CDB  for  the  airline.  On 
March  15,  the  directors  approved  a  loan  of  $2  million  and  grant  of  $2.6  mil¬ 
lion  (UoS.)  for  the  airline.  The  loans  and  the  grant  ate  made  from  resources 
provided  under  a  special  arrangemeht  with  the  EEC  and  would  assist  In  financ¬ 
ing  an  extensive  modernisation  programme  Involving  the  purchase  of  four  new 
50-seat  aircraft,  expansion  of  workshop,  acquisition  of  tools  and  equipment 
and  further  training  of  personnel.  [Text]  (Port-of-Spaln  EXPRESS  In  English 
28  Apr  84  p  10] 


CSO: 
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ANOTHER  PLP  OFFICIAL  QUITS  PARTY  TO  JOIN  OPPOSITION  FNM 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  11  May  84  p  1 


[Article  by  Athena  Damlanos] 


[Text] 


ANOTHER  ONE  of  the 
Prime  Minister’s  staunch  gener¬ 
als,  Rev  Kendall  Munroe  of 
Little  Creek,  South  Andros,  has 
thrown  in  the  towel  after  17 
years  and  crossed  over  to  the 
Opposition  Free  National 
Movement. 

Disillusioned  with  the  high 
und^mployment  rate  and  de¬ 
prived  conditions  under  which 
South  Androsians  must  live. 
Rev  Munroe  said  he  can  no 
longer  believe  the  empty  pro¬ 
mises  of  Prime  Minister  Sir^ 
Lynden  Pindling.  He  is  the 
second  ‘-general”  to  leave  Sir 
Lynden  in  less  than  a  month. 

”1  am  fully  convinced  that  it 
is  time  for  the  Prime  Minister  to 
go.  He  is  not  fishing  any  more. 
He  is  not  cutting  bait  anymore. 
So  he  knows  what  to  do.  Get 
out  of  the  boat,”  Rev  Munroe, 
who  has  campaigned  for  Sir 
Lynden  since  1967,  advised. 

Rev  Munroe  made  his  state¬ 
ment  to  The  Tribune  today  in* 
the  company  of  Orthniel  Lewis, 
chairman  of  the  FNM’s  Bluff, 
Andros  branch.  He  wanted  to 
make  it  clear  to  PLPs  in  South 
Andros  ^  and  throughout  the 
Bahamas  that  he  no  longer 
supports  the  Prime  Minister  or 
his  PLP  party. 

“I  now  make  it  very  clear 
that  I  support  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  Mr  Kendal  Isaacs, 
and  the  Free  National  Move¬ 
ment,”  Rev  Munroe  said. 

“I  am  disappointed  and  fed 
up  with  the  bad  representation 
of  the  Prime  Minister  in  South 


Andros  and  it  is  time  that  we 
wake  up  and  see  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  lost  all  interest  in 
us.  Therefore,  1  am  saying  to 
the  people  of  South  Andros  it  is 
time  for  a  change.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  continued  to 
mislead  the  people  with  pro¬ 
mises  which  he  has  no  intentioh 
of  fulfilling,”  Rev  Munroe  said. 

He  said  that  Sir  Lynden  has 
promised  to  give  South  Andros 
electricity  since  1978  “and  up  to 
this  day  we  don’t  have  it.” 

The  Prime  Minister  promised 
that  South  Andros  would  have 
B  dock  for  the  mailboat,  but 
“we  don’t  have  it  yet.”  , 

Sir  Lynden  promised  full 
employment  by  1980  “yet  there 
is  mass  unemployment  in  South 
Andros  and  the  Prime  Minister 
is  doing  nothing  to  alleviate  the 
I  mass  unemployment  that  is  in 
his  constituency.” 

He  said  that  62  of  the  70 
people  who  yoted  in  Little 
Creek  during  the  last  election 
supported  Sir  Lynden,  “but  at 
the  present  time  there  are  only 
two  people  employed  out  of  the 
community.”  He  said  that  there 
are  some  people  who  are  afraid 
to  voice  their  dissatisfaction 
with  the  PLP.  He  urged  them  to 
speak  up  because  they  have 
nothing  to  lose. 

Rev  Munroe  recalled  that 
during  the  last  elections,  some 
South  Androsian  women  lifted 
Sir  Lynden  from  his  plane  to 
the  car,  so  that  his  feet 
wouldn’t  touch  the  ground. 

However,  he  said  that  since 
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the  general  elections,  Sir 
Lynden  has  not  met  with  the 
people  of  Little  Creek  to  let 
them  know  what  he  intends  to 
<  do  for  them.  ' 

He  said  that  because  of  the 
unemployment  situation,  the 
children  of  South  Atidros  have 
to  leave  home  when  they  finish 
.school  because  there  are  no  jobs 
for  them. 

Rev  Munroe  challenged  Sir 
Lynden,  or  any  other  PLP  in 
his  Kcmp*s  Bay  constituency,  to 
refute  what  he  had  to  say. 

“After  the  people  of  South 
Andros  have  so  wholeheartedly 
supported  hint  he  came  down 
and  called  them  fools  to  their 
faces.  That’s  the  thanks  we  got. 
But,  I  say  watch  out  Pindling, 
some  fools  are  catching  their 
senses.  You  will  meet  somebody 
in  your  way  come  the  next 
election  and  things  will  not  be 
as  easy  for  you  as  *  In  other 
limes,”  Rev  Munroe  said. 

He  warned  that  he  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  whatever  he  can  to 
unseat  Sir  Lynden  “.because  the 
Prime  Minister  does  not  have 
the  (welfare)  of  the  people  at 


heart  as  he  would  have  us 
believe.” 

Rev  Munroe  was  of  the 
opinion  that  Sir  Lynden  is 
merely  brainwashing  the  people 
with  his  “empty  promises.’* 

“It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  his  dealings, 
keeps ,  the  people  of  South 
Andros  poor  so  that  they  can 
always  humble  at  his  feet.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  wanted  investors 
in  South  Andros,  they  would 
have  been  there.  But,  1  am 
convinced  that  he  doesn’t  want 
,any  there,”  Rev  Munroe  said. 

“I  wish  to  warn  the  Prime 
Minister  that  God  is  going  to 
call  him  into  judgment  for 
taking  advantage  of  misin¬ 
formed  and  misguided  people  in 
South  Andros.” 

Rev  Munroe  said  that  those 
who  walk  in  darkness  have  seen 
a  great  light. 

Another  staunch  general,  Mr 
Shervin  Bain,  announced  on 
Friday,  May  13  -  Black  Friday  - 
that  he  had  left  the  party  to  join 
theFNM.  Mr  Bain  also  made 
reference  to  the  1978  promise 
for  electricity. 
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GOVERNMENT  SEEKS  $30-MILLION  LOAN  FOR  CAPITAL  DEVELOPMENT 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  24  May  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Marcia  Bethell] 

[Text] 


DEPUTY  prime  Minister 
and  Minister  of  Finance  Arthur 
Hanna  today  moved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
seeking  approval  for  govern¬ 
ment  to  borrow  $30  million  to 
assist  in  defraying  expenditure 
on  capital  development . 

•  Mr  Hanna  also  announced 
that  any  bills  contracted  by  a 
government  officer  with  any 
business  without  an  authorised 
warrant,  will  not  be  paid  by 
government.  The  officers,  Mr 
Hanna  said,  will  be  made  to  pay 
the  bill  from  their  own  pockets. 

This  was  disclosed  by  Mr 
Hanna  following  a  statement  by 
Mr  Isaacs  that  government  has 
a  number  of  unpaid  local  bills,; 
to  the  extent  that  some  busi¬ 
nesses  have  cut  off  government 
credit. 

‘^No  one  has  any  authority  to 
credit  anything  om  behalf  of 
government  without  a  proper 
warrant  signed  by  the  treasur¬ 
er,”  Mr  Hanna  said.  “There 
are  many  cases  in  which  a 
Ministry  credits  something 
without  a  warrant  and  we  won’t 
pay  it.” 

‘Tf  a  Ministry  officer  goes 
and  credits  something  without  a 
warrant  he  will  pay  the  bill 
himself  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
if  he  credits  labour,  items 
services  or  anything,”  Mr 
Hanna  said. 


Mr  Hanna  denied  that  certain 
bills  were  not  paid  by  govern¬ 
ment  because  they  could  not 
afford  it. 

“I  agree  there  may  be  certain 
people  that  government  needs 
to  pay  more  promptly,  but  the 
delay  is  not  because  government 
cannot  afford  it.  Government 
has  always  had  the  capacity  to 
pay,”  Mr  Hanna  said. 

Mr  Hanna  pointed  out  that 
government  has  always  been 
able  to  carry  out  any  short  falls 
in  its  cash  flow  by  advances 
from  banks.  He  said  also  that 
when  certain  banks  have  cash 
flow  shortages  they  are  assisted 
by  government 

It  was  pointed  out  to  Mr 
Hanna  by  FNM  Blue  Hills 
representative  Arthur  Foulkes 
that  student  nurses  and  school 
bus  drivers  are  not  paid  by 
government  for  months  at  a 
time. 

“It  would  seem  to  me  that 
government  does  have  financial 
difficulties  if  they  can’t  pay 
student  nurses  for  months  on 
end,”  Mr  Foulkes  said.  “When 
the  public  looks  at  these  things 
it  would  put  some  doubt  in  their  ^ 
minds  as  to  the  solvency  of  the ' 
government.  The  public  is  en¬ 
titled  to,an  explanation.” 

Mr  Hanna  said  there  was  a 
reason  for  all  the  delays  in 


payment.  With  regards  to  the 
nurses  and  other  government 
officers  he  said  when  they  are 
paid,  it  is  done  so  “all  at  once 
and  in  full:” 

“The  case  of  the  school  buses 
is  a  special  case  and  the  drivers 
know  what  the  problem  is.  A 
lot  has  to  be  ironed  out  in  that 
matter,’-’  Mr  Hanna  said. 

On  the  point  of  borrowing 
more  nrioney  for  capital  devel¬ 
opment,  Carmichael  MP  Frank 
Watson  pointed  out  that  in  1979 
government  received  approval 
to  borrow  $21  million  for  the 
infrastructural  development  of 
the  south  easternly  islands,  such 
as  Acklins  and  Crooked  Island. 

In  1981  they  received  pro¬ 
visions  to  build  a  softball 
stadium  in  New  Providence  and 
an  adolescent  pyschiatric  centre 
at  Sandilands.  All  of  this  was 
approved  in  the'  budget,  Mr 
Watson  said,  but  not  carried 
out.  Yet,  he  said,  all  funds 
allocated  for  capital  works  have 
been  spent. 

Mr  Hanna  retorted  that  the 
House  never  approved  for  these 
things  to  be  done  now.  Gov- 
erment  simply  submitted  a  list 
of  what  they  intended  to  do 
with  the  money  approved,  but, 
he  said,  “we  have  the  right  to 
change  our  minds  in 
midstream.” 
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PINDLING  AT  YOUTH  RALLY  DISCOUNTS  EARLY  ELECTION 
Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  17  May  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


[Text] 


PRIME  Minister  Sir  Lynden 
Pindling  last  night  urged  PLP 
supporters  in  Fort  Charlotte  not 
to  “worry"  about  ulk  about  an 
early  general  election.  He  told 
Young  Liberals  that  the  party 
wants  65  per  cent  of  the  votes 
there  in  1987,  when  the  next 
general  elections  must  be  held. 

“Young  Liberals,  you  heard 
what  your  MP  said  tonight," 
the  Prime  Minister  said  in  an 
address  at  the  regular  monthly 
meeting  of  the  PLP  Fort 
Charlotte  Branch  at  the  T  G 
Glover  School.  “Fifty-dght  and 
a  half  per  cent  in  1982  when  he 
,  was  aiming  for  60  per  Cent,  that 
will  never  satisfy  (he."  ‘ 

“Now  your  job  is  to  make 
sure  that  next  time  it  is  65  per 
cent.  I  don’t  want  you  aiming 
for  it.  OK,  if  you  want  some¬ 
thing  to  aim  for,  aim  at  70,”  he 
said.  “And  remember,  if  you 
aim  for  70, 1  want  you  to  get  65 
percent.” 

“You  ought  to  be  able  to  get 
65  per  cent  in  Fort  Charlotte  In 
1987.  Don’t  worry  about  what 
them  other  fellows  say,  .unless 
you  get  the  time  from  me,  you 
tell  them  that  ain’t  the  time,” 
the  Prime  Minister  said . 

Before  addressing  the  large 
crowd  that  filled  the  school¬ 
room,  the  Prime  Minister  pres¬ 
ented  certificates  to  nine  branch 
members  in  recognition  of  their 
work  in  the  constituency  since 
1977. 

Also  present  at  the  meeting 
were  Fort  Cherlotte  MP  Valen¬ 


tine  Grimes,  Rock  Sound  MP 
James  Moultrie,  PLP  Chairman 
Brenville  Hanna,  Secretary 
General  Senator  Berlin  Pratt, 
Second  Vice  Chairman  Charlie 
Major,  Jr,  Fourth  Vice 
Chairman  Hassam  Brown  and 
Young  Liberals  Chairman 
Trevor  Whylly. 

The  Prime  Minister,  who 
op'ened  himself  up  for 
questioning  at  the  end  of  his 
talk,  told  his  audience  that  the 
country  is  about  to  face  a  crisis 
in  human  relations  and  com¬ 
munication,  and  that  he  is 
distressed  by  the  way  in  which 
young  men  treat  young  women. 

He  said  that  Yi'omen’s  Lib 
may  have  something  to  do  with 
it  and  that  women  may  have 
pushed  their  luck  a  little  too  far 
too  fast  and  too  soon,  but  that 
he  may  be  wrong. 

•  “I  think  that  we  are  about  to 
face,  if  we  are  not  facing  it 
already,  a  crisis  in  human 
relations,"  he  said,  adding  that 
he  means  that  Bahamians  no 
longer  think  about  each  other 
and  treat  each  other  the  way 
they  used  to. 

Noting  that  there  are  three' 
reasons  for  that,,  the  Prime 
Minister  said:  “Some  of  us  have 
forgotten  how,  some  of  us 
never  knew  how,  others  said 
they  think  it’s  old  liashion  and 
don’t  want  to  do  it  anymore. 

“Well,  I  have  a  •  sneaky 
suspicion  that  whether  we  have 
just  forgotten  or  whether  we 
don’t  want  to  or  we  never 
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knew,  that  our  inability  to  deal 
properly  with  each  other  at  a 
human  and  personal  level, 
accounts  for  part  of  the  pro¬ 
blems  that  we  face,*’1ie  said. 

He  criticized  the  way  friends 
talk  to  each  other,  how  mothers 
talk  to  their  children  and 
fathers  for  not  talking  to-  their 
children  at  all. 

•‘Somehow  fathers  have 
sometlting  against  talking, he 
said.  “They  may  grumble  some¬ 
thing  to  their  wives  but  they 
don’t  want  to  talk  to  their 
children  at  all  and  they  just 
shove  that  aside  imd  say  that 
for  your  mummy  to  deal  with.” 

“What  distresses  me  most  is 
how  young  men  treat  young' 
women,”  the  Prime  Minister 
said. 

He  asked  why  is  it  that  yoiing 
men  no  longer  open  doors  for 
young  women  Anymore  or  pull 
out  a  chair  for  ladies,  young  or 
old,  anymore,  and  why  they 
don’t  stand  when  a  lady  enters 'a 


'  room  anymore. 

He  said  that  some  may  call  it 
old  fashioned  and  tired 
behaviour  but  questioned 
whether  good  behaviour  can 
ever  be  tired  behaviour. 

“1  think  that  women’s  lib 
might  have  had  something  to  do 
with  it,”  he  said.  “And  it  may 
well  be  that  the  ladies  pushed 
their  luck  a  little  too  far  too  fast 
tob  soon.  Now  that’s  my  point 
of  view.  I  may  be  dead  wrong.” 

“And  therefore  that  set  up  a 
reaction  in  the  other  sex  who 
said  well,  sorry,  if  you  think 
you  are  that  hard  and  you  want 
me  to  open  the  door  for  you, 
why  don’t  you  open  it 
yourself,”  he  said. 

“1  think  that  may  have 
something  to  do  with  it,  but 
even  if  that  is  true,  that’s  not 
really  the  answer  because  a  lady 
is  a  lady  and  she  is  therefore 
entitled  to  be  treated  as  a  lady 
unless  she  dosen’t  wish  to  be 
treated  as  a  lady,”  he  said. 
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$45“MILLION  HOUSING  PROGRAM  INTRODUCED  BY  GOVERNMENT 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  25  May  8A  p  1 
[Article  by  Athena  Damlanos] 


[Excerpts] 

AN  AMBITIOUS  $43  million 
housing  programme  for  the 
poor  and  lower  middle  class  was 
outlined  in  Parliament  yester¬ 
day  afternoon.  • 

The  new  social  scheme,  which 
.will  provide  low  interest  loans 
through  the  Ministry  of  Hous¬ 
ing’s  Mortgage  Corporation,  is 
expected  to  benefit  hundreds  of 
families  a  year.  The  National 
Insurance  Board  will  put  up  at 
least  half  of  the  funds. 

Housing  and  National  Insur¬ 
ance  Minister  Hubert  Ingraham 
said  that  the  success  of  the 
programme  will  depend  to  a 
large  extent  on  “how  much 
stock  the  private  sector  takes 
up.“  He  suspected  that  the 
commercial  banks  together 
would  be  able  to  contribute  a 
little  under  one  quarter  of  the 
$43  million,  and  that  insurance 
companies  would  plough  some 
of  their  profits  into  the  scheme. 

Mr  Ingraham’s  housing  prd- 
gramme  drew  enthusiastic 
support  from  both  Government 
and  Opposition  members. 


“It  seems  that  at  long  last  the 
PLP  Government  has  become 
conscious  of  the  need  to  do 
something  imaginative  and 
extensive  enough  to  meet  the 
needs  (of  the  people),’’  Blue 
Hills  MP  Arthur  Foulkes 
(FNM)said. 

Mr  Foulkes  worried  that  Mr 
Ingraham  might  not  get  the  full 
support  of  his  colleagues 
because  “history  has  not  been 
liind  to  good  Ministers’’  in  the 
PLP,  “especially  when  It’s 
rumoured  that  he  aspires  to  be 
number  one.” 

'  Mr  Ingraham  said  that  the 
scheme  would  not  be  political 
and  that  he  would  not  be 
directly  involved  in  approving 
applications. 

Sums  of  up  to  $73,000,  but 
generally  under  $50,000,  will  be 
loaned  at  a  general  rate  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  above  the 
rate  at  which  the  money  was 
borrowed.  Interest  rates  will 


CSO;  3298/882 


generally  range  from  814  to 
12 '/r  per  cent,  depending  on  a 
family’s  income  and  other 
circumstances.  Two  per  cent  of 
this  has  been  pegged  Jor  a 
mortgage  insurance  fund,  which 
will  step  in  If  the  borrower 
defaults. 

According  to  a  *'<983/4 
Ministry  conducted  -Housing 
i4eeds  Study,  the  Bahamas 
needs  close  to  2,000  additional 
housing  uniu  per  year  for  the. 
balance  of  this  decade  -  double 
the  rate  at  which  housing  b  now 
being  constructed.  In  addition 
to  new  housing,  there  is  a 
requirement  for  $00  housing 
rehabilitations  a  year. 

The  projectea  investment'  in 
new  housing  and  rehabiliMtion 
required  to  the  end  of  this 
decade  is  $364  million  in  1983 
dollars. 

Mr  Ingraham  said  that  fi¬ 
nancing  of  this  magnitude  must 
be  made  available  through 
Bahamian  individuals  and  fi¬ 
nancial  institutions  if  the  hous¬ 
ing  requirements  are  to  met. 
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SIX  POLICEMEN  CHARGED  WITH  VARIETY  OF  CRIMES 
Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  25  May  84  p  1 


[Text] 


,  SIX  police  ofUcers  were  re¬ 
leased  on  bail  today  after  being 
charged  in  the  magistrates  court 
.  with  armed  robbery,  possession 
of  a  Hrearm,  causing  harm  and 
making  threats  of  death. 

Arraigned  before  magistrate 
John  Lester  on  the  armed 
robbery  charge  were  Philip 
Rolle,  19,  of  South  Beach;  Elcid 
“  Evans,  19,  of  Big  Pond  Sub- 
,  division,  Glenford  Ferguson, 
19,  ^  of  Ridgeland  Park  and 
Philip  Sturrup,  18,  of 
j  Brougham  Street. 

•  They  are  jointly  accused  of 

•  robbing  Jackson  Joseph  of  $  175 
on  May  21  while  armed  with  a 
shotgun.  They  were  further 
charged  with  being  in 
possession  of  a  firearm  while 
committing  an  indictable 
offence. 

They  were  each  released  on 
$5000  bail  with  one  surety  to 
return  for  a  preliminary  inqiury 
into  the  matter  on  June  26. 


Rolle,  Ferguson  and  Sturrup 
were  represented  by  lawyer 
Charles  Mackey  and  Evans  was 
represented  by  lawyer  Rhonda 
Bain. 

Rolle  and  Evans  were  further 
charged  with  two  other  counts 
of  posessing  a  firearm  with 
intent  to  put  someone  in  fear. 
They  are  jointly  accused  with 
Abner  Saunders,  18,  of  Cum- 
berbatch  Alley,  and  Denis 
Cleare,  23,  of  Odle  Corner,  of 
possessing  a  shotgun  May  22  to 
put  Headley  Brice  in  fear. 

The  four  were  also  charged 
with  assaulting  Brice  and 
threatening  to  kill  him.  A 
preliminary  inquiry  will  open 
June  26.  Each  of  the  accused 
was  $5000  bail  with  one  surety. 

Saunders  was  not  represented 
by  counsel.  Cleare  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  lawyer  Godfrey 
Pinder,  and  Rolle  and  Evans 
were  represented  by  lawyers 
'  Charles  Mackey  and  Rhonda 
Bain  respectively. 
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UNIONS,  FNM  AT  ODDS  WITH  GOVERNMENT  LABOR  POLICIES 

Isaacs  on  UnsmploTBsnt 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  15  May  84  p  4 
(Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


> [Text] 

CABBAGE  Hill,  Crooked 
Island:  Official  Opposition 
Leader  Kendal  Isaacs,  QC,  told 
over  100  enthusiastic  supporters 
at  a  rally  in  this  southeastern 
island  Saturday  night  that  un¬ 
employment  in  the  Bahamas 
toiday  “is  the  fault”  of  the  PLP 
Government. 

According  to  Mr  Isaacs,  with 
’  a  caring  and  competent  Gov- 
;  eminent,  the  sute  of  affairs  and 
i  the  Monomy  of  the  Bahamas 
;  could  be  turned  around  in  a 
'  matter  of  months. 

Declaring  that  there  is  un- 
'  employment  either  because 
Government  doesn't  care  for 
the  Bahamas  or  because  they 
iare  incompetent,  the  Free  Na¬ 
tional  Movement  leader  also 
accused  Government  of  seeking 
to  “enslave  the  minds”  of 
Bahamians  by  keeping  them 
poor  and  depmdent  upon  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

“You  know,  the  awful  thing 
about  the  conditions  that  exist, 
not  just  in  Acklins  or  in 
Crooked  Island,'  but  conditions 
that  exists  in  Southern  Andros, 
Mayaguana,  in  Cat  Island  and 
Nxuma,  in  almost  every  island 
in  the  Bahamas,  we  have  this 
plight  of  unemployment,”  Mr 
Isaacs  told  the  rally. 

“Now  if,  in  spite  of  every¬ 
thing  that  the  Government 
could  do,  unemployment  was 
necessary  and  couldn't  be  done 


away  with,  we  could  say:  *OK, 
this  is  a  problem  which  nobody 
could  solve,  it's  not  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  fault,  there’s  not 
much  we  could  do  about  it,”  he 
said. 

“But,  you  know,  that  it  not 
so.  Unemployment  in  this 
country  today  is  the  fauh  of  the, 
PLP  Government.  The  poor 
conditions  that  exist.  Also  in 
Acklins  I  noticed,  as  in 
Crooked  Island,  the  poor  con¬ 
ditions  exist  bemuse  either  the 
PLP  Government  don’t  care 
about  the  people  of  the  Bah¬ 
amas  or  they  are  incompetent  to 
do  anything  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  the  Bahamas. 

“Or,  as  one  speaker  said,  it 
teems  as  if  they  want  to  keep 
the  people  dependent  upon 
them,  keep  them  poor,  just 
before  the  election  |]ve  them  a 
little  something,  give  them  tome 
promises  and  that,  that  way 
enslave,  and  1  use  that  word 
advisedly,  enslave  their  minds,” 
he  said. 

"It  is  time,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  that  wv  irake  up, 
and  you  know,  I  am  happy  and 
proud  to  say  that  the  people  of 
the  Bahamas  are  waking  up,” 
he  said. 

Mr  Isaacs  headed  a  group  of 
FNM  members,  including 
Shirlea  MP  Pierre  Dupuch, 
Englerston  candidate  AIvy 
Penn,  Acklins-Crooked  island 


candidate  hopeful  Rupeh 
“Lipstick'’  WilUamson,  Torch 
Editor  Lionel  Dorsett  and 
Torchbearers  public  relations 
ofHcer  Fred  Williamson,  on  a 
28-hour  jaunt  through  Acklins 
aiid  Crooked  Island  b^inning 
Saturday  morning. 

The  party  new  first  to 
Pineneld,  Acklins,  and  toured 
the  southern  settlements  of 
Chesters  and  Lovely  Bay,  where 
they  received  a  warm  and 
enthusiastic  reception  from  res¬ 
idents,  the  majori^  of  whom 
complained  about  PLP  neglect 
of  the  island. 

Later  the  party  flew  to 
Crooked  Island  and  pass^ 
through  the  settlements  of  Col¬ 
onel  Hill  and  Cabbage  Hill, 
where  a  rallv  was  held  before 
Mr  Isaacs  addressed  a  National 
Youth  Week  ceremony. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the 
FNM  contingent  returned  to 
Acklins,  landing  at  the  Spring 
Point  airport  and  toured  the 
northern  settlements  of  Hard 
'Hill  and  Snug  Corner  before 
attending  a  Mother’s  Day 
church  service  at  Pine  Field. 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally 
included  Mr  Dupuch,  Mr 
Rupert  Williamson,  Mr  Fred 
Williamson  and  Mr  Julius 
Bonaby,  a  Crooked  island  FNM 
suporter,  while  Mr  Penn 
chaired  the  meeting  at  the 
Cabbage  Hill  School. 
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Mr  Isaacs  told  his  cheerihg 
audience,  who  crowded  the 
schoolroom  and  stood  at  the 
doors  and  windows,  that  in 
New  Providence  the  people  are 
having  the  '-‘scales”  fall  from 
their  eyes. 

He  said  that  Bahamians  in 
New  Providence  have  been 
promised,  ‘‘and  hear  me,  they 
have  been  promised  a  better 
life,  full  employment  and  that 
they  would  have  such  a  quality 
of  life  that  they  would  be  the- 
envy  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

“And  you  know,  especially 
the  people  Over>the-Hill,  who 
were  responsible  mainly  for 
putting  the  PLP  into  power, 
they  are  the  ones  who  are 
sufhring  and  they  are  the  ones 
who  have  been  promised  the 
earth,  and  these  promises  are 
repeated  before  every  general 
elections  and  again  up  until 
1982  anyway  the  people  of  the 
Bahamas  have  fallen  for  these 
false  promises  and  again  have 
elected  the  PLP  Government,” 
the  opposition  leader  said. 

“But  now,  1  say  that  the 
pOople  are  having  the  scales  fall 
from  their  eyes  because  you 
know  what  they  have  seen:. if 
ybu  are  going  to  judge  someone 
you  want  to  know  what  is  its 
track  record,  what  it  has  done 
in  the  past  to  justify  your 
puttiiig  faith  in  him  for  the 
future,”  Mr  Isaacs  said.  i 

“Because,”  he  added,  !“if  he 
had  done  nothing  in  the  past,,  if 
he  has  been  incompetent  and 
dishonest  in  the  past,  then  the 
Odds  are  that  he  is  going  to  be 
dishonest  and  incompetent  in 
the  future.” 

He  said  the  PLP  has  been 
given  every  chance  for  17  years 
from  1967  until  today.  He 
Wanted  to  know  what  the  PLP 


has  done  in  Acklins  during  that 
period. 

He  told  the  crowd  that  he 
visited  Acklins  in  1971  just 
before  the  1972  election  and  the 
road  was  better  than  it  is  now, 
and  the  conditions  were  not 
very  good  with  unemployment. 

“But  you  know,  today,  17 
years  later,  conditions  have  not 
changed,  unless,  of  course,  they 
have  changed  for  the  worse. 
They  haven’t  changed  for  the 
better,  and  the  awful  thing 
about  it  is  that  with  a  caring 
and  competent  government,  the  ; 
state  of  affairs  and  the  economy 
of  this  country  can  be  turned 
around  in  a  matter  of  months,” 
he  said. 

“I  tell  you  that  because  1 
have  been  assured  of  that,”  he 
said.  “I  have  been  in  contact 
with  local  investors  and  foreign 
investors  and  all  they  want  is  a 
government  that  they  can 
trust.” 

He  noted  that  he  was 
campaigning  three  weeks  agO  in 
the  Kemps  Bay,  South  Andros 
constituency  of  Prime  Minister 
Sir  Lynden  Pindling  and  bad 
been  there  in  1982  just  before 
the  general  elections. 

“And  I  told  the  people  there 
exactly  what  1  am  telling  you 
now  that. ..no. ..no. ..no,  I  told 
them  '  a  little  more  because 
you’ve  jgot  just  a  backbencher 
,  (Wilbert  Moss,  MP)  to  repre¬ 
sent  you  in  Acklins  and 
Crooked  Island,  a  man  who  has 
td  depend  on  his  Cabinet,  the 
Prime  Minister  and  his 
Ministers  before  he  can  do 
anything  for  you,  but  the  Prime 
Minister  is  the  representative 
for  Kemps  Bay. 

“And  I  told  them  in  1982 
that  over  the  years  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  country,  the 
most  powerful  man  in  the 
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country,  that  he  has  done 
absolutely  nothing  for  Kemps 
Bay  in  17  years.  And  as  I  said 
earlier,  if  he  hasn’t  done  any¬ 
thing  in  the  past,  ydu  must  not 
expect  anything  in  the  future,” 
he  said. 

He  noted  that  two  of  the 
Prime  Minister’s  “generals”  in 
the  Kemps  Bay  constituency, 
Capt  Sherwin  Bain  and  Rev 
Kendal  Munroe,  have  come 
over  to  the  FNM. 

“Two  men  who  supported 
the  PLP  from  1967  and  who 
like,  so  many  of  the  good 
people  of  the  Bahamas,  believed 
in  the  promises  of  the  Prime 
,  Minister  until  their  patience  ran 
out  because  they  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Prime 
.  ‘  Minister  meant  them  no  good  ; 
whatsoever,”  Mr  Isaacs  said. 

“As,  I  said  earlier,  if  he  is  the 
most  powerful  man  in  the' 
country,  then  surely  he  could 
have  done  something  for  his 
constituency  but  he  has  done 
absolutely  nothing,”  he  said. 
“There  is  as  little  employment 
there  as  there  is  in  Acklins  and 
Crooked  hland.” 

Reiterating  that  the  scales  are 
falling  from  the  eyes  of  the 
Bahamian  people  and  in  New 
Providence,  more  and  more 
Bahamians  are  seeing  the  PLP 
Government  in  their  true  light 
and  are  seeing  that  th<^  mean 
'  the  Bahamian  people  no  good 
whatsoever. 

He  said  it  is  his  information 
that  Acklins  and  Crooked 
Island  are  in  the  same  category 
and  the  scales  are  falling  from 
the  eyes  of  the  residents  because 
there  is  a  better  quality  of  life 
out  there  for  them  with  a 
caring,  competent  and  honest 
government. 
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[Text] 


LABOUR  AND  Home  Af¬ 
fairs  Minister  Clement  Maynard 
has  not  been  invited  to  address 
the  annual  Labour  Day  rally  at 
Windsor  Park  on  June  I . 


The  Trade  Union  Congress, 
which  applied  for  permission  to 
use  Windsor  Park  for  the  rally 
in  early  April,  was  told  only  last 
Friday  that  they  would  be  able 
to  use  the  grounds. 


33 


TUC  secretary  general 
Leonard  Archer  criticised  the 
Ministry  of  Youth,  Sports  and 
Comnrtunity  Affairs,  from 
which  permission  must  be 
granted,  for  taking  so  long  to 
reply  to  the  TUC’s  request. 

Mr  Archer  said  it  is  ridiculous 
that  a  Minister,  who  is  paid 
$60,000  a  year,  has  to  decide 
whether  the  parks,  **which 
belong  to  the  people, can  be 
.  used  by  the  people. 

**lt  is  utterly  ridiculous  that  a 
high  servant  Is  involved  in  such 
petty  matters;  No  wonder  our 
country  is  going  to  hell,”  he 
said. 

Mr  Archer  said  t^at  the  TUC 
has  yet  to  receive  a  reply  to  an 
application  it  made  in  February 
for  permission  to  hold  a  prayer 
meeting  at  Clifford  Park. 

•‘The  parks  belong  to  the 
people  and  if  the  Government 
can’t  get  off  their  backside  and 
approve  (applications),  then  the 
people  will  have  to  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands. 
The  Government  is  supposed  to 
be  representing  the  people,  not 
hindering  them,”  he  saici. 

Mr  Archer  said  that  the  TUC 
has  decided  against  inviting  any 
politicians  to  address  this  year’s 
rally.  He  pointed  out  that  Mr 


Maynard  has  only  attended  one 
Laboour  Day  rally  since  he 
became  Minister  of  Labour  in 
October,  1979. 

Mr  Maynard,  who  was 
formerly  Minister  of  Tourism, 
pleaded  ill  on  Labour  Day  in 
.1980  and  sent  his  permanent 
,  secretay  H  C  Walkine  to  fill  in 
for  him.  Mr  Walkine,  who  is 
now  at  the  Ministry  of  Works, 
was  booed,  jeered  and  drowned 
out  by  the  workers  who  de- 
manded,  ‘*We  want 
Clem. ..where  is  Clem?”  Mr 
.Maynard’s  absence  earned  him 
the  nickname  •  “Duckinfi 
Clem.” 

Mr  Maynard  made  his  first 
and  only  appearance  at  the 
TUC-sponsored  Labour  Day 
rally  In  1982.  He  was  booed  and 
half  of  his  speech  was  drowned 
out  by  jeers.  The  police  had  to 
move  close  to  Mr  Maynard 
when  political  aaitator  Rodney 
Moncur  and  his  followers 
moved  towards  the  speakers’ 
platform.  Mr  Moncur  was  re¬ 
moved  from  the  building. 

The  PLP  organized  a  political 
march  on  Labour  Day  in  1982, 
which  was  an  election  year.  For 
the  first  time  in  history,  there 
were  two  separate  “Labour 
Day”  marches..  The  workers 
were  divided.  “Mr  Maynard 


attended  the  PLP  rally. 

Last  year,  Mr  Maynard 
“ducked”  the  Labour  Day  rally 
to  address  the  International 
Labour  Organization  in 
Geneva.  It  was  the  first  time  a 
Bahamian  Labour  Minister 
addressed  an  ILO  plenary 
session. 

However,  Mr  Maynard  re¬ 
turned  from  the  ILO  conference 
one  week  earlier,  sparking 
speculation  that  he  may  have 
whnted  to  avoid  some  sticky 
questions  at  the  conference 
about  the  labour  situation  in  the 
Bahamas. 

The  TUC  boycotted  the 
Geneva  conference  because 
Government  failed  to  comply 
with  the  ILO  charter  by  paying 
the  expenses  to  the  conference 
of  two  representatives  -  one 
from  ,the  workers,  the  other 
from  the  employers.  The  TUC 
informed  the  ILO  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  by  telegram. 

The  ILO  was  also  told  how 
Mr  Archer  was  fired  from  his 
post  of  high  school  principal  by 
Government  for  “making  polit¬ 
ical  statements.” 

However,  Mr  Maynard  did 
not  stick  around  Geneva  long 
enough  to  give  an  explanation. 


TUC  bpposltlon  to  Tax 
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[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


[Text] 

THE  Trade  Union  Congress 
will  not  stand  idly  by  and  allow 
Government  to  make  a  “foolish 
and  arbitrary  move”  by  dock¬ 
ing  real  property  taxes  from  the 
salaries  of  civil  servants  to 
recover.  $50  million  in  arrears, 
TUC  and  Bahamas  Public 
Services  Union  President 
Arlington  Miller  warned  Friday. 

Addressing  hundreds  of 
workers  at  the  annual  Labour 
Day  rally  at  Christie  Park 
before  boarding  a  plane  for 
Freeport  to  speak  to  workers 
there, ’Mr  Miller  declared  that  if 
workers  are  in  arrears  on  their 


property  taxes,  there  is  a 
“proper  and  sensible  method” 
to  use  to  get  the  arrears . 

Mr  Miller  also  suggested  that 
Government  representatives 
should  sit  down  with  the 
BPOSU  and  work  out  a  way 
that  is  reasonable.  He  urged  the 
setting  up  of  a  reasonable 
time-frame  to  collect  outstand¬ 
ing  real  property  taxes  at  a  rate 
that  will  not  put  too  much 
strain  on  the  already-strained 
pockets  of  the  workers . 

Mr  Miller’s  address  followed 
speeches  by  several  other  union 
leaders  who  participated  in  one 


of  two  Labour  Day  marches 
that  saw  workers  divided  for  the 
second  straight  year  on  their 
annual  holiday. 

The  workers,  representing 
seven  TUC  member  unions, 
started  their  march  at  9  am 
from  Windsor  Park  north  on 
East  Street  to  Bay  Street,  west 
on  Bay  Street  to  Blue  Hill 
Road,  south  along  Blue  Hill 
Road  to  Wulff  Road  and 
Poinciana  Drive,  west  along 
Poinciana  Drive  to  Nassau 
Street  and  north  along  Nassau 
Street  to  Christie  Park. 

The  turn-out  of  the  workers, 
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marching  under  the  banners  of 
their  respective  unions,  was  less 
than  last  year,  when  the  Bah¬ 
amas  Hotel  and  Catering 
Workers  Union  marched  sepa¬ 
rately  as  it  did  again  yesterday. 

Setting  forth  the  unions* 
views  and  opinions  on  condi¬ 
tions  affecting  the  lives  of  all 
workers,  Mr  Miller  also  touched 
on  the  drug  and  crime  pro¬ 
blems,  which  are  destroying  the 
nation. 

His  warning  to  Government 
not  to  deduct  real  property 
taxes  follows  a  circular  sent  to 
the  various  Government 
Ministries  and  Corporations 
informing  public  servants  of  ' 
Government’s  plan. 

“Recently  Government  made 
an  announcement  that  it  was 
going  to  dock  real  property 
taxes  from  the  salaries  of  public 
workers  for  arrears,”  Mr  Miller 
told  the  workers.  “They  claim 
that  over  $50  million  is  out¬ 
standing.  We  warn  Government 
not  to  make  such  a  foolish  and 
arbitral^  move.” 

“It  is  not  the  workers’  fault 
that  massive  inefficiency  and 
mismanagement  have  brought 
about  such  a  situation.  Surely 
an  intelligently  runned  agency 
would  not  tolerate  such  gross 
incompetence  and  neglect,”  he 
added. 

“We  will  not  stand  by  idle 
and  allow  Government  to  dock 
payment  from  public  workers,” 
the  TUC  and  BPSU  Uader 
declared. 

“If  workers  are  in  arrears,  we 
believe  there  is  a  proper  and 
sensible  method  to  use  to  obtain 
monies  in  arrears,”  Mr  Milter 
said.  “Public  servants’  salaries 
are  peanuts  now.  Look  like 
some  people  don’t  want  them  to 
t  have  that.  We  cannot  allow 
that.”  7  ^ 

“We  suggest  that  we  sit  down 
I  and  work  out  a  way  that  is 
reasonable.  We  suggest  that  a 
reasonable  time-frame  is  set  up 
for  such  collection  and  we 
suggest  that  workers  pay  at  a 
rate  that  will  not  put  too  much 
strain  on  their  already-strained 
pockets.”  Mr  Miller  said. 

“When  you  are  powerful, 
you  should  be  reasonable  and 
when  you  make  mistakes,  the 
workers  should  not  be  made  to 
suffer  unjustly,”  the  union 
leader  added. 

Turning  to  the  conditions 


affecting  the  workers,  Mr  Mifler 
poted  that  since  last  year,  the 
ftUC  has  witnessed  the  closure 
^  of  a  number  of  businesses  in 
New  Providence,  Grand 
Bahama  and  other  Family 
Islands,  which  cripple  workers 
and  weaken  unions. 

Calling  for  economic 
diversification,  Mr  Miller  said  it 
appears  that  Government  does 
not  have  the  capacity  to  provide 
the  legislative  foundation  to 
redirect  the  nation  to  a  new' 
economic  frontier  as  it  has 
made  constant  promises  but  has 
taken  no  real  aggressive  action. 

He  noted  that  the  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  recently  begged  unions  to 
keep  industrial  peace  and 
become  partners  with  business. 
He  agreed  on  one  point  only 
and  that  was  that  trade  unions 
must  get  involved  in  business 
ownership. 

“We  must  begin  to  create 
employment  opportunity  for 
ourselves,  as  trade  unions  we 
must  work  to  establish  all  of  the 
essential  services,  such  as 
banking  facilities,  mortgaging 
facilities  and  venture  capital 
facilities  for  ourselves,”  Mr 
Miller  said. 

He  said  that  the  trade  union 
movement  has  the  numerical 
capacity  to  become  economi¬ 
cally  self  sufficient,  has  the 
potential  to  fund  any  long-terin 
economic  programme  and  has 
in  its  ranks  enough  skilled 
I^rsonnel  to  provide  quality 
service  on  a  competitive  basis 
equal  to  any  private  concern 
locally  or  regionally. 

He  pointed  out  that  a  number 
of  unions  have  seen  fit  to 
introduce  their  own  pension¬ 
saving  plan  for  their  respective 
workers,  which  makes  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  members  to  get  shelters 
and  soft  loans  from  their  own 
unions. 

“Behold  a  new  day  is 
dawning  for  trade  unions.  We 
are  on  the  right  track  at  last,” 
he  said.  “The  time  will  come 
when  we  will  have  a  union  bank 
for  workers  in  this  country.  The 
time  will  come  when  we  will 
have  our  own  mortgaging  cor¬ 
poration  for  workers.  The  time 
.  will  come  when  we  will  have  our 
own  insurance  company.” 

He  said  that  the  union 
movement  will  seek  to  be 
owners  and  not  partners  and 


will  be  the  controllers  and  not 
Just  followers. 

He  called  upon  fellow  union 
leaders  to  red^cate  themselves 
to  the  goals  in  front  and  not  to 
depend  on  anyone  to  help  them. 

“It  is  our  sacred  duty  to 
mobilise  all  workers  in  this 
nation.  It  is  our  sacred  duty  to 
implement  bold  economic  pro¬ 
grammes  that  will  utilize  the 
productive  powers  of  our 
workers.  It  is  our  sacred  duty  to 
create  a  climate  of  peace, 
dignity  and  future  security  for 
our  people,”  he  said. 

Mr  Miller  also  told  workers 
that  this  year  is  crucial  in  the 
life  of  the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment 

“We  watch  as  the  reputation. 
of  our  country  is  blackened  in 
international  quarters  as  a  drug 
country.  We  see  these  cherished 
working  man’s  ideals  dashed  to 
pieces  by  drugs  influence  of 
easy  monies  and- we  see  count¬ 
less  families,  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  devastated  1^ 
this  evil  influence,”  Mr  Miller 
said. 

“1  believe  it  is  true  to  say  that 
never  before  in  the  tustory  ofi 
our  country  has  there  been  a 
bad  influence  which  causes  so 
much  pain,  suffering,  broken 
hopes,  shattered  dreams  and 
even  death,”  he  added. 

He  said  that  nation’s  workers 
must  be  concerned  about  it  as 
working  men  and  women  are 
shattered  by  this  evil,  families 
are  broken  beyond  repair, 
children  are  lost  forever  by 
addiction  and  abuse  and  the 
future  for  many  grows  dim 
dailv. 

He  noted  that  the  white  collar 
workers  can  afford  treatment 
for  their  habits  but  the  Uue 
collar  workers  are  fired  from 
jobs  and  have  nowhere  to  turn. 

“These  workers  drift  deeper 
and  deeper  into  a  life  of  drugs 
and  crime,”  Mr  Miller  said. 
“Much  of  the  crime  we  hear' 
about  is  done  against  middle 
and  lower  income  workers.” 

Mr  Miller  said  that  the 
present  generation  flirting  with 
'  drugs  will  cause  the  loss  of  75^ 
of  the  productive  capacity  of  its 
generation  and  the  labour  force 
in  the  coming  decade,  if  this 
trend  is  not  brought  to  a  hah. 

“The  loss  of  such  a  huge 
.proportion  of  our  young  and 
middle-to-settled  workers  will 
effect  great  economic  dam^e 
i  on  the  nation’s  economic,  social 
.and  political  life. 
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Archer  Call  for  Unity 

Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  2  Jun  84  pp  1,  5 
[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


[Text] 

TRADE  Union  Congress  Sec- 
retary-Oeneral  Leonard  Archer 
said  Friday  at  a  Labour  Day 
rally  at  Christie  Park  that  unless 
something  is  done  to  revitalize 
the  tourism  industry  in 
Freeport,  Grand  Bahama,  the 
second  city  is  Hkely  to  become  a 
ghost  town. 

Mr  Archer  also  hoped  thait 
this  year’s  Labour  Day  will  be 
the  last  time  the  Hotel  Workers 
Union,  whose  members  are 
bring  displaced  from  Govern¬ 
ment-owned  hotels  because  of 
closures,  will  march  by  itself, 
because  Government  is  not 
doing  “one  damn  thing”  to 
help  that  union. 

.Mr  Archer,  also  President  of' 
the  Caribbean  Congress  of 
Utour  and  a  former  Teachers 
Union  chief,  called  on  the 
workers  to  unite  against  Gov¬ 
ernment,  which  is  their  common 
enemy  as  it  happens  to  be  their 
employer. 

Suggesting  that  equal  concern 
be  shown  to  the  workers  who 
are  being  displaced  in  the 
tourism  industry,  Mr  Archer 
said  that  Just  this  year  alone 
some  500  or  600  workers  have 
effectively  lost  their  jobs. 

“Unless  something  is  done  to 
revitalize  the  industry  in 
Freepoh,  a  second  city  is  likely 
to  become  a  ghost  town,”  said 
Mr  Archer,  who  was  fired  from 
the  teaching  profession  in  July, 
1983,  by  Government  while  he 
was  still  president  of  the  Bah¬ 
amas  Union  of  Teachers. 

“1  am  not  aware  of  any 
statement  of  concern  by  the 
Minister  (of  Tourism,  Perry 
Christie)  or  his  Government  or 
any  action  by  the  Minister  and 
his  Government  on  behalf  of 
those  laid-off  workers,  who  as  a 
result  of  bring  unemployed, 
cannot  now  even  trumpet  the 
empty  slogan:  It’s  better  in  the 
Bahamas,”  Mr  Archer 
declared. 

Mr  Archer  said  that  it  ap¬ 


pears  that  when  Government 
runs  out  of  ideas,  it  resorts  to 
slogans  and  catch-phrases,  and 
if  it  is  true,  the  Government  has 
been  bereft  of  any  ideas  over 
the  many  years. 

“You  know  it  is  interesting 
that  the  very  lunion  that  repre¬ 
sents  the  workers  in  the  hotel 
industry  is  not  with  us  today,” 
Mr  Archer  said.  “They  have 
decided  to  have  their  own 
Labour  Day  affair  in  another 
place.” 

“1  certainly  hope  that  this  is 
the  last  year  that  this  happens  in 
our  country  b  se,  let’s  face 
it.  the  Governn  isn’t  doing 
one  damn  thing  to  help  the 
workers  in  that  union,”  Mr 
Archer  said. 

“Those  workers  are  being 
displaced  from  Government- 
owned  hotels  and  they  can’t 
even  get  their  severance  pay,” 
be  added. 

“Therefore,  we  the  workers 
must  unite  against  the  common 
enemy  and  the  common'  enemy 
in  this  particular  instance 
happens  to  be  our  employer, 
and  the  employer  in  this  in¬ 
stance  happens  to  be  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,”  he  said.  ' 

“It  must  be  evident  to  all  that 
the  Government  has  no  answer 
to  the  current  economic  pro¬ 
blems,”  he  said. 

Mr  Archer  said  that  in  just  a 
few  days,  the  number  of  poten¬ 
tial  workers  in  this  country  will 
be  increased  by  some  5,000 
when  the  schools  go  through 
their  annual  exercises  of  passing 
out  their  12th  graders. 

Asking  what  these  young 
people  are  going  to  do  to 
support  themselves  in  a 
dignified  and  productive 
manner.  Mr  Archer  said; 
“Given  the  present  state  of  the 
economy  the  answer  seems  to  be 
that  they  will  not  be  able  to  do 
so.” 

“It  is  also  apparent  that  the 
Government  has  no  idea  either 


of  what  they  will  do,”  he  said. 
“This  being  the  case,  I  am 
recommending  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  it  immediately  set  up 
a  task  force  to  make  recom¬ 


ment  of  our  economy  and  the 
speedy  elimination  of  un¬ 
employment  in  the  society.” 

Mr  Archer  said  that  the 
Deputy  Prime  Minister  in  his 
budget  debate  made  a  frighten¬ 
ing  slip  when  be  said  that 
Government  is  dedicated  to  the 
•  t«k  of  ridding  this  country  of 
employment/* 

“Now,  you  know  sometimes 
you  say  things  that  you  don’t 
really  mean  but  really  they  are 
true,”  Mr  Archer  said.  “The 
fart  h  whether  the  Government 

is  dedinted  or  not,  the  fact  that  I 
policies  ere  dedicated  to 
ridding  this  country  of 
employment,  not  unemploy-  I 
ment,  their  arts  alone,  the 
things  they  are  doing,  are 
.  ensuring  that  the  numbm  of 
I  young  people  will  not  get  jobs 
ww  people  who  already  had 
_  jobs  are  losing  them.” 

!  “We  must  as  workers  do 
something  about  this,”  he  said, 
•nd  repeated  for  Government 
some  advice  from  its  leadfr 
•  around  1970. 

“I  Wnk  it  is  very  appre^ate 
■  for  the  Government  today  and 
'.it  b  Ms:  if  the  Government 
:  can  t  fish,  then  it  should  cut 
'  brit;  If  it  can’t  cut  bait,  then  it  ' 
^ould  get  the  bell  out  of  the 
bpst,”  Mr  Archer  said,  quoting 
M  famous  ultimatum  of  Prime  ! 

Minister  Pindling  to  PLP 
‘  members  14  years  ago. 

“We  the  workers  must'  de¬ 
mand  action  now  because  if  we 
have  waited  too  long,  we  might 
aM  be  destroyed  in  the  economic 
rtaos  that  looms  ahead,”  Mr 
.  Archer  said. 

;  Mr  Archer  told  the  workers 
!  that  the  TUC  is  not  hard  on 
Government,  and  all  that  it 
does  is  tell  the  truth  about 
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Government  and  they  think  it  is 
.hell. 

**1  lay  to  you,  we  will  give 
them  hell.  They  are  our  servants 
and  they  are  not  giving  us  good 
service,”  Mr  Archer  said. 

Noting  that  "we  have  the 
wealthiest  and  highest-paid 
park-ken>ers  in  this  country,” 
Mr  Archer  said  that  he  has 
officially  designated  Youth 
'  Minister  Kendal  Nottage  as 
“Keeper  of  the  parks.  Keeper  of 
the  grass,”  for  which  we  pay 
him  $60,000-plus  a  year  and 
allow  him  to  make  a  hell  of  a 
lot  more.” 

“This  is  what  our  Govern- 
mdif  has  developed  into.  Men 
With  no  ideas.  Men  who  have 
been  ivound  too  long.  Men  who 
feel  they  have  a  divine  right  to 
be  Where  they  are.  Men  who 
have  no  regard  for  the  people. 
Men  who  do  not  care  about 
suffering  caused  by  the 
oppressive  problems  in  this 


Hotel  Workers'  Threat 

Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  2  Jun  84  ^1 
[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 

[Text]  HOTEL  Union  President  Thomas  Bastlan  warned  Government  Friday,  at  a 
separate  Labour  Day  rally  at  Jumbey  Village,  to  be  prepared  for  economic 
collapse  If  the  union  does  not  have  a  contract  with  hotels  bp  January  6,  1985. 

Declaring  that  the  country's  most  powerful  union  Is  not  prepared  to  take  any 
chances,  Mr  Bastlan  told  hundreds  of  cheering  union  members:  "Since  the  law 
Is  what  the  law  Is,  then  we  will  exercise  our  right  to  protect  the  Interests 
of  the  wbrkers."  ' 

Mr  Bastlan  n^o  said  that  the  decision  against  the  Hotel  Union  In  the  Jack  , 
Tar  case  In  the  Supreme  Court  by  Senior  Judge  Sir  Dennis  MalOne  left  the 
workers  In  the  country  In  a  "crucial"  position,  which  uproots  the  rights  of 
the  workers  during  negotiations. 

"My  brothers  and  sisters,  I  must  warn  this  country.  I  must  warn  you,  the 
workers,  thnt  this  country  Is  number  one  In  the  tourist  business  In  this 
hemisphere,*'  he  said.  "The  workers  in  the  tourism  Industry  are  In  the  num¬ 
ber  one  Industry  In  this  country." 

"And  the  hotels  are  raking  the  profits  of  this  country  and  are  hot  retu^lhg  7 
back  that  which  Is  due  to  the  resource  of  the  workers  In  this  land.  The 
Government  needs  to  be  aware  that  we  are  about  to  enter  negotiations  this 
year  and  every time  the  occupancy  falls  In  the  hotels,  the  hotels  just  throw 


country,”  Mr  Archer  said. 

“And  if  we  don’t  act.  If  we 
don’t  act,  we  also  show  that  we 
do  not  care,”  Mr  Ardier  said. 

He  said  that  a  year  ago. 
Government  called  him  a 
menace  to  the:  country  and  said 
he  had  to  be  removed  from  his 
job  as  he  was  corrupting  the 
minds  of  the  young  people,  and 
'  was  a  threat  to  the  good  order 
of  this  country. 

”1  had  to  be  retired  in  the 
public’s  interest,”  Mr  Archer 
said.  “Let  me  say  again  that  if 
telling  the  truth  is  corrupting 
the  minds  of  the  young  people,  , 
then  I  am  guilty  and  I  am  proud  ' 
tobeguilty.”  ’ 

“But  there’s  aho  one  other 
thing,  I  say  to  Pindling  and  his 
crew,  it  is  time  for  you  to  retire 
in  th6  public’s  interest  and  if 
you  don’t  retire  in  the  public’s 
;  mterest,  then  we  would  have  to 
see  to  it  that  we  retire  you  in  the 
public’s  interest,”  Mr  Archer 
said. 
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the  people  off  their  jobs  and  the  guests  get  bad  service,"  the  union  leader 
declared. 

"The  people  are  only  working  four  days  on  an  average  over  the  year,"  Mr 
Bastian  said.  "Well,  I  must  say  now  to  the  employers  that  since  they  can 
practise  that  they  only  need  four  days  a  week  i/ork,  then  the  union  now  will 
be  proposing  a  four-day  week  work  for  the  same  pay  and  more  and  increase 
employment  to  help  those  people  who  are  unemployed." 

"And  I  don't  want  the  Government.  I  don't  want  the  employers.  I  dbn't  want 
the  Ministry  talk  no  double  talk  because  the  people  have  got  to  work  too 
long,  too  hard  under  bad  conditions  and  no  thanks  back  for  their  labour," 

Mr  Bastian  said. 

"And  under  all  kinds  of  conditions  they  expect  that  the  guests  and  the  work¬ 
ers  must  receive  the  kind  of  happiness  that  they  should  receive  in  the  work¬ 
place,"  Mr  Bastian  added. 

Mr  Bastian  then  asked  union  members  for  their  support  as  the  coming  negoti¬ 
ations  are  very  crucial . 

"It  is  crucial  from  this  perspective,"  Mr  Bastian  declared.  "If  is  crucial 
from  this  perspective:  that  this  Mr  Malone  gave  a  judgment  in  the  Jack  Tar 
case  which  now  uproots  the  rights  of  the  workers  during  negotiations." 

"Before  negotiations  this  time,  this  union  has  to  have  its  acts  together," 

Mr  Bastian  declared. 

"At  midnight  on  the  6th  of  January,  1985,  if  we  don't  be  in  a  contract,  the 
Government  just  well  prepare.  Either  the  economy  collapse  or  we  get  a  con¬ 
tract  because  we  ain't  prepared  to  take  no  chance,"  the  Hotel  Union  boss 
warned. 

"since  the  law  Is  what  the  law  is,  then  we  will  have  to  exercise  our  rights 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  workers,"  Mr  Bastian  added. 

Mr  Bastian  declined  to  release  the  information  the  union  has  gathered  on  the 
national  consolidation  of  the  income  of  all  of  the  hotels  because  an  official 
of  the  hotel  group  present  might  say  the  information  was  gleaned  from  "his 
people." 

"But  I  will  keep  that  for  my  information  personally.  But  I  will  release 
them  to  some  of  our  ambassadors  and  let  them  know  what  we  know,  that  the 
country  is  producing  millions  of  dollars,  billions  of  dollars  from  the 
hotels  and  it  is  going  out  of  the  country  night  and  day  and  the  workers  can't 
take  home  a  good  week's  pay  to  sustain  themselves  during  the  course  of  living',' 
Mr  Bastian  said. 

"So  I,  Thomas  Bastian,  if  the  Lord  let  me  live  and  he  keep  me  strong  and 
mighty.  There's  some  dark  days  that  will  be  coming  or  all  will  be  bright," 
he  said.  "But  I  ask  you  to  stand  by  me,  stand  by  those  fellows  out  there 
because  when  we  ait  down  this  time,  we  are  going  to  be  a  friend  in  need  and 
we  are  going  to  be  a  friend  Indeed." 
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‘'And  if  they  ate  prepared  to  deliver  to  ua  what  we  ask  for  then  we  Will  be 
friends  forever  but  if  they  will  not  be  prepared  to  deliver  the  goods  we 
ask  for,  then  we  will  be  an  ehengr  for  a  short  while,"  Mr  Bastlan  said. 

"And  enemy  means  good  that  comes  to  those  who  wait  and  joy  will  come  to  all 
of  you  when  we  get  through,"  Mr  Bastlan  added. 

Mr  Bastlan  said  that  hotel  Workers  are  the  poorest  paid  people  in  any  country, 
and  hotel  workers  in  the  Bahamas'  number  tine  Industry  are  the  "poorest  paid 
workei^s'  in  the  history  Of  this  country."  : 

The  Hotel  Union  siembers,  marching  under  the  banners  of  their  respective  prop¬ 
erties,  staged  a  separate  Labour  Pay  parkde  from  Windsor  Park  at  10  am  along 
Wulff  Road,  Collins  Avdhtie,  Bey  Street,  Blue  Hill  Road  and  to  Jumbey  Vll- 
iage. 

Hundreds  of  workers  participated  in  that  march  which  had  a  large  following 
Of  rushing  spedtators  beating  goat-skin  drums,  shaking  cowbells  and  blowing 
whistiAs; 

That  parade  was  led  by  contestants  in  the  Miss  Hotel  pageant  riding  in  two 
jeeps. 
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GOVERNMENT  DELAYS  OK  ON  FNM  MEETING  REQUEST 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  18  May  84  p  1 


[Text] 


THE  FREE  National  Mov¬ 
ement  for  two  months  has  been 
'  trying  without  success  to  obtain 
permission  to  hold  a  public 
meeting  at  the  Eastern  Parade 
Grounds. 

The  Ministry  of  Youth, 
Sports  and  Community  Affairs 
has  told  the  FNM  that  before 
they  can  use  the  Parade,  they 
must  give  Minister  Kendal 
Nottage  an  undertalcing  in 
writing  that  none  of  the 
speakers  would  infringe  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  of  Inquiry  concerning 

Public  and  political  coihments. 

erniission  to  use  public  parks 
must  come  frorri  the  Ministry. 

“Mr  Nottage  has  obviously 
given  instructions  to  his 
Ministry  deliberately  to 
frustrate  the  FNM  in  Its  attempt 
to  hold  a  meeting  at  the  Parade. 
We  protest  this  totally  un¬ 
justifiable  harrassment  of  our 
party  and  we  publicly  call  on 
the  Minister  to  desist  from  his 
unfair  and  undemocratic 
tactics,*'  the  FNM  said  in  a 
brief  press  statement  today.  The 
party  also  released  copies  of 
correspondence  with  the 
Ministry. 

On  March  8,  Ministry 
ermanenent  secretary  CAP 
mith'  told  FNM  Chairman 
Cecil  Wallace  Whitfield  by 
;  letter  that  the  dates  of  March  9 
:  and  16  were  available  for 
possible  use  of  the  Eastern 
Parade. 

However,  he  wrote  that 
.  permission  would  only  be 
granted  "subject  to  the  pro¬ 
vision  that  your  party... would 
'  abide  by  the  injunction  laid 
I  down  by  the  Royal  Commission 
.  of  Inquiry.., and  which  dealt 


with  public  and  political  com¬ 
ments  on  matters  being  inquired 
into  by  the  Commission.” 

Mr  Smith  wrote  that  before 
permission  is  granted,  the  FNM 
“would  be  obliged  to  indemnify 
the  Minister  and  his  Ministry 
•against  any  infringement  of  the 
rules”  laid  down  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  concerning  public 
comments.  • 

On  April  11,  FNM  chairman 
Cecil  Wallace  Whitfield  wrote 
to  Mr  Smith,  asking  “under 
what  authority  our  party  is 
obliged  to  indemnify  the 
Minister  and  .  his  Ministry” 
against  the  Commission’s  rules. 

Mr  Whitfield  wrote  that  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  action  in 
damages  which  is  available  to 
the  Commission  for  any  in¬ 
fringement  of  its  rules. 

.  “Your  Minister  for  reasons 
best  known  to  him,  may  be 
much  too  sensitive  and  appears 
to  be  acting  capriciously  in 
attempting  without  proper 
authority  to  impose  conditions 
for  the  use  of  a  public  parjc; 
and  thereby  manufacture  an 
excuse  for  withholding 
permission  to  use  the  park,”  he 
wrote.  Again,  permission  was 
asked  to  use  the  Parade. 

Mr  Smith  also  replied  to  a 
letter  written  by  FNM  secretary 
general  on  May  2.  In  his  letter 
of  May  4,  Mr  Smith  said  that 
the  date  May  8  was  available 
for  possible  use  of  the  Parade. 

However,  he  reitereted  that 
before  permission  was  granted, 
the  FNM  would  have  to  guaran¬ 
tee  to  Mr  Nottage  in  writing 
tha{  it  would  not  infringe  the 
rules  of  the  Commission  con¬ 
cerning  public  comment . 
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BAHAMAS 


PINDLING  ACCUSES  FNM;  OPPOSITION  RESPONDS  IN  RELEASE 


Charge  of  'Sabotage* 

Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  7  May  84  p  1 


[Text] 


PRIME  Minister  Pindling,  in 
North  Eieuthera  Friday  night, 
accused  the  Free  National 
Movement  of  hiring  four  Amer¬ 
ican  companies  to  sabotage  the 
progress  of  the  Bahamas. 
Claiming  he  has  proof  of  this, 
the  Prime  Minister  said  he  will 
ieveal  certain  documents  when 
“I  am  ready.” 

Today  the  Free  National 
Movement  said  it  will  issue  a 
full  statement  dealing  with  the 
Prime  Minister’s  remarks  to¬ 
morrow.  In  the  meantime  they 
have  said:  “The  Prime  Minister 
is  once  again  trying  to  fool  the 
Bahamian  public  by  distracting 
them  away  from  the  real  issues 
at  hand  like  drugs  and  crime.” 

.  Addressing  a  PLP.  meeting  on 
Friday  night  at  Lower  Bogue, 
Eleuthera,  the  Prime  Minister 

‘  named  four  companies.  Project 
Masters,  Florida  Systems, 
Video  Communications  and 
Justice  International,  which  he 
claimed  were  hired  by  the  FNM 
to  “sabotage  our  progress  in 
our  Bahamas.” 

“Each  one  of  these  compa¬ 
nies,”  the  Prime  Minister  told 
his  listeners,  “had  a  special  role 
to  play,  earmarked  and  de¬ 
signed  in  collaboration  and 
cahoots  with  the  FNM,  dealing 
either  directly  with  the  leader  of 
the  FNM,  Kendal  Isaacs  or 
publicity  director  Arthur 
Foulkes.” 

I  Sir  Lynden  said  he  has 
documents  to  prove  that  he  was 


telling  the  truth,  which  he 
would  show  to  anybody  “when 
I  am  ready.” 

He  said  the  names,  Kendal  G 
L  Isaacs  and  Arthur  A  Foulkes, 
are  written  on  the  documents, 

]  which  were  drawn  up  in  the 

*  U.S.  and  filed  in  Washington, 

*  DC. 

I  “It  has  cost  this  country,  you 
I  and  your  tax  money  and  my  tax 
:  money  over  $500,000  to  date  in 
!  paying  so  far  for  the  hearings  of 
,  the  Royal  Commission  and  they 
I  ain’t  finish  yet,”  .Sir  Lynden 
.  said. 

f.  “When  all  the  expenses  have 
‘come  in,  I  have  riot  got  the 
;  foggiest  idea  what  the  total  bill 
j  will  be.  All  1  know  is,  it  is 
’  gonna  be  worth  it  to  this' 
country  to  find  out  how  all  this 
■  foolishness  started  and  who  was 
!  trying  all  this  monkey  business. 

“It  meant  unfortunately  that 
» the  progress  had  tb  stop  in 
'  certain  areas.  It  meant  unfortu¬ 
nately  that  certain  things 
couldn’t  get  done  in  certain 
areas.  It  meant  that  some 
)  tourists  did  slow  down  in 
coming  to  the  Bahamas.  It  did 
mean  that,”  said  Sir  Lynden. 

“But,  thank  God  wC  caught  it 
before  it  did  go  too  far  and  ds 
time  goes  by  the  rest  of  the 
story  will  unfold.  It  is  not  secret 
any  longer.  All  will  be  revealed 
in  due  time  and  in  the  proper 
place  so  that  we  will  all  be  able 
to  see  and  arrive  at  our  own 
separate  conclusions  as  to  what, 
why,  how,  who,  where  and 
when.” 
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Sir  Lyndcn  said  it  is  probably 
rittin^  that  this  has  taken  place 
at  this  particular  point  in  our 
history  and  that  '*it*s  probably 
a  good  thing.**  The  Prime 
j  Minister  believes  conscien- 
^  tiously  that  •‘all  things  happen 
for  the  better* 'land  that  evc^- 
^  thing  will  work  Itself  out  and  oe 
,  clear  to  understand, 
f  He  sajd  he  thought  he  should 
'  answer  some  of  the  questions 
people  might  have  In  their 
minds  as  far  as  he  could 
without  discussing  the  procecd- 
I  ings  of  the  Commission . 

He  said  it  was  for  this  reason 
that  he  went  to  North 
Eleuthera.  He  spoke  highly  of 
Eleuthera.  Next  weekend  he  will 
be  in  his  Kemp*s  Bay  con$tt> 

'  tuency. 

Sir  Lynden  said  that  this 
“situation**  will  pass  '‘like  a 
cloud  whose  waters  have 
emptied  and  have  joined  the 
flow  of  the  ocean  and  the  sky 
will  clear  like  the  one  above  us 
tonight. 

“Even  though  the  new  moon 
*  has  already  sunk  another  one 


W'ill  rise  tomorrow  evening  and 
it  will  be  a  little  larger  and  a 
little  brighter  and  that  will  be 
the  kind  of  situation  on  which 
.  we  will  flourish.** 

He  said  that  by  now  “we” 
ought  to  have  sufficient  experi¬ 
ence  and  togetherness  to  shrug 
off  "any  old  foolish  nonsense” 
that  might  seek  to  bother  or 
hinder  “us.” 

,  Sir  Lynden  said  that  the  FNM 
does  not  “have  what  it  takes” 
to  beat  the  PLP. 

•|lt  takes  the  votes  of  the 
majority  of  the  Bahamian  peo¬ 
ple  to  do  that  and  that  is  what 
they  do  not  have.  How  I  know? 
If  you  get  the  votes,  you  don’t 
need  Justice  International  or 
Video  Communications.  They 
need  jo  get  all  those  other 
things  to  make  up  for  the  lack 
of  votes  and  hope  that  some¬ 
thing  would  happen  to  cause  a 
disturbance  and  they  could  slip 
in  under  the  cover  of  darkness 
but  it  ain’t  gonna  happen.  It’s 
just  not  going  to  happen,”  he 
said. 


FNM  Rejoinder 
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[Text] 

( 

THE  FREE  National  Mov¬ 
ement  made  it  clear  today  that 
it  had  no  intention  of  “de¬ 
stabilizing”  the  PLP  Govern¬ 
ment,  but  rather  intended  to 
remove  it  by  every  available 
legal  and  constitutional  means. 
;-.,The  FNM  were  replying  to 
^statements  made  by  Prime 
I  Minister  Sir  Lynden  Pindling  . 
ovtJr  the  weekend  at  a  political 
\rally  in  north  Eleuthera  when  he 
accused  the  Opposition  of 
dqgaging  persons  in  the  U.S.  to 
'  “destabilize  his  government” 
and  “damage”  the  Bahamas. 

The  FNM,  in  an  official 
.  release  referred  to  Sir  Lynden's 
statement  that  “we  thought  we 
would  have  been  much  further 
on  with  our  programme... but 
come  September,  1983,  some¬ 
thing  happened... somebody  else 
had  put  some  powerful  wheels 
in  motion. ..in  such  a  way. ..to 
stop  the  forward  progress  of  the 
Bahamas.”  He  was  implying 


that  the  FNM  was  behind  the 
September  5  NBC  allegations 
linking  government  officials, 
including  himself,  with  the  drug 
trade. 

The  FNM  today  wanted  to 
know  what  “forward  progress” 
Sir  Lynden  was  talking  about. 
If  he  was  talking  about  the 
drug,  crime  and  unemployment 
roblem,  then  “he  ought  to 
ave  his  head  examined,”  was 
the  FNM’s  response  today. 

The  FNM  explained  its  rela¬ 
tions  with  three  of  four  United 
States  companies  named  by  Sir 
Lynden.  Said  the  FNM: 

•‘In  North  Eleuthera  last 
weekend  Prime  Minister  Sir 
Lynden  Pindling  repeated  again 
his  allegation  that  the  Free 
National  Movement  had 
engaged  persons  in  the  United 
States  to  destabilize  his  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  do  damage  to  the 
country.  In  March  this  year  Sir 
Lynden  made  a  similar  attack 


on  the  FNM  which  was  at  that 
lime  billed  as  a  bombshell.  It 
turned  out  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  very  defective 
firecracker. 

“It  is  pathetic  to  see  the  head 
of  the  Government  running 
about  talking  nonsense  in  an 
effort  to  fool  the  public  and 
take  the  minds  of  the  people  off 
the  serious  trouble  this  country 
is  in  because  of  the  corrupt, 
incompetent  and  spiteful  PLP 
Government. 

“It  is  all  an  act  of  despera¬ 
tion,  of  course,  as  the  country 
sinks  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
morass  of  violent  crime,  drug 
abuse  and  unemployment. 

“The  Pindling  administration 
is  reeling  as  more  eyes  are 
opened  and  the  full  extent  of 
PLP  betrayal  becomes  more 
evident  with  each  passing  day. 
The  PLP  Government  is  totally 
incapable  of  dealing  with  the 
disaster  they  have  created  and 
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they  arc  bankrupt  of  money, 
ideas  and  moral  authority.  So 
they  fall  back  on  a  hate 
campaign  against  the  Opposi> 
tion. 

‘‘We  have  said  before  and  we 
repeat  today  that  the  FNM  has 
indeed  engaged  -  and  accepted 
offers  of  assistance  from  • 
persons  in  the  United  States  for 
various  purposes  including 
public  relations,  fact-finding 
and  fund-raising.  By  law  these 
persons  must  register  with  the 
U.S.  State  Department  the  same 
as  persons  engaged  by  the  PLF  ( 
Government  must  do.  These 
records  are  open  to  the  public 
so  Sir  Lynden  knows  who 
works  for  us  from  time  to  time  ‘ 
just  as  we  know  who  works  for 
his  Government  in  the  United 
States. 

“The  FNM  is  not  trying  to 
destabilize  the  PLP  Goi'ern-  . 
j-ment.  We  arc  trying  to  get  rid  / 
of  them  by ;  every'  and 
constitutional  means  41  our 
disposal.  This  is  our  duty  to  do 
and  we  will  continue  To  do  it 
until  we  succeed  in  removing 
the  festering  PLP  cancer  from 
the  bosom  of  our  nation. 

“Sir  Lynden  said  once  that  he 
and  his  Government  needed  a 
strong  Opposition  to  keep  them 
on  their  toes.  Well,  now  it 
appears  that  they  are  incapable 
of  getting  on  their  toes.  In  Sir 
Lyhden’s  own  words,  they  are' 
tool  fat,  too  rich  and  too  drunk' 
to  -  stand  up  straight  so  we ' 
conceive  it  our  duty  to  the 
nation  not  to  rest  until  they  are^ 
flat  out  on  the  canvass.  And 
while  we  are  at  it,  we  remind  Sir 
Lynden  that  this  is  the  same 
Opposition  which  he  so 
dictatorially'  and  viciously 
vowed  to  destroy  by  1987. 

“The  Prime  Minister  said  at 
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his  North  Eleuthera  meeting 
that  “...We  thought  we  would 
have  been  much  further  on  with 
our  programme... But  come 
September  1983,  something 
happened... Somebody  else  had 
put  some  powerful  wheels  in 
motion. ..in  such  a  way.. .to  stop 
the  forward  progress  of  the 
Bahamas.” 

“What  forward  progress  is  he 
talking  about? 

“An  economy  based  on 
dwindling  tourism  returns  and 
an  increasing  drug  trade? 

“The  destruction  of 
thousands  of  young  Bahamians 
through  the  spread  of 
dangerous  drugs  from  Abaco  to 
Inagua? 

“The  flying  of  the  Colom¬ 
bian  flag  at  Norman’s  Cay  by 
Nazi  dope  dealer  Carlos  (Joe) 
Lehder  and  the  chasing  away  of 
legitimate  residents  from  that 
island? 

“The  murderous  attacks  on 
pleasure  yachts  cruising  the 
Bahamas  by  modern-day  pirates 
and  drug  smugglers? 

“The  terrifying  increase  ,in 
rape  and  the  transformation  of 
a  once  tranquil  nation  to  one  of 
'  the  most  criminally  violent  on 
the  face  of  the  earth? 

“Rampant  unemployment 
increasing  by  leaps'  and  bounds 
every  single  year  for  more  than 
a  decade? 

“Horrendous  waste  of 
countless  millions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  hard-earned  tax  dollars 
through  PLP  incompetence, 
corruption  and  stupidity? 

“If  all  this  is  what  Sir  Lynden 
means  by  ‘forward  progress’ 
then  he  ought  to  have  his  head  • 
examined.  To  us  and  to  a  1 
growing  number  of  Bahamians  | 
it  looks  more  like  a  conspiracy 
to  destroy  the  country.  If,  in  the 
final  analysis,  the  FNM  can 
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take  some  credit  for  exposing 
such  a  conspiracy,  we  will  do  so 
gladly,  proud  in  the  knowledge 
that  we  would  have  done  a  great 
service  to  our  country. 

“The  FNM  will  not  at  this 
time  risk  too  many  comments 
on  the  Royal  Commission  of 
Inquiry  but  we  feel  it  is  ouf 
.  duty  to  draw  public  attention  to 
what  we  conrider  to  be  dis- 
'  paraging  references  by  Sir 
Lynden. 

“We  do  not  think  that. the 
public  inquiry  into  the  nefarious 
dope  trade  can  be  justifiably 
referred  to  as  ‘foolishness’  and 
we  do  not  believe  that  the 
Bahamian  people  regard  it  as 
foolishness.  We  will  of  course, 
have  a  great  deal  more  to  say 
about  the  Inquiry  at  the 
.  appropriate  time. 

“Now,  with  reference  to  the 
four  companies  named  by  the 
Prime  Minister  as  having  been 
engaged  by  the  FNM: 

“The  public  relations  firm  of 
Project  Masters,  Miami,  has 
been  engaged  by  the  FNM  and 
^  paid  by  the  FNM  for  their 
services.  Florida  Systems  is  an 
^  affiliateof  Project  Masters. 

“The  principals  of  Justice 
International,,  as  we  have  said 
before,  offered  their  services  to 
us  ^nd  went  ahead  to  register 
with  the  State  Department. 
They  have  raised  no  money  for 
us  and  have  provided  us  with  no 
information  and  we  have  paid 
them  nothing. 

“Video  Communications  has 
i  not  been  engaged  by  any  re- 
‘  sponsible  officer  of  the  FNM 
and  we  are  not  aware  that  any 
.  of  our  consultants  in  the  U.S. 
have  authorized  this  company 
to  register  as  our  agents.  We 
will  await  Sir  Lyhden’s  “docu¬ 
ments’*  proving  the  contrary. 
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BRIEFS 

CRIME  WATCH  GROUPS — CHARLES  Carter,  MP  for  Holy  Cross,  has  announced  the 
formation  of  three  new  crime  watch  associations  for  the  protection  of  the 
area.  These  recently- formed  associations  are  centred  In  Highbury  Park, 
Glenlston  Gardens  and  Nassau  Village.  The  Sea  Breeze  Crime  Watch  Association 
has  been  a  very  effective  forerunner  of  community  organizations  that  are 
designed  to  help  neighbourhoods  become  crime  preventive  and  to  improve 
security,  Mr  Carter  said.  It  has  also  become  a  useful  and  effective  mechan¬ 
ism  for  Improving  community  relationships  and  to  Instil  a  "sense  of  commun¬ 
ity,"  among  people  who  live  there,  Mr  Carter  said.  However,  long  before 
the  Sea  Breeze  Crime  Watch  Association  was  formed,  Blair  and  Montagu  had 
very  active  and  effective  crime  watch  groups.  Mr  Carter  congratulated 
those  residents  ^o  have  become  active  members  of  the  associations.  He  In¬ 
vited  all  responsible  citizens  In  the  area  to  Join  and  help  create  a  safer 
environment.  [Text]  [Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  In  English  28  May  84  p  1] 
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BARBADOS 


NEGATIVE  TRADE  BALANCE  AS  EXPORTS  TO  TRINIDAD  FALL 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  7  May  84  p  2 

[Text]  Barbados  has  reported  an  Bds$8.9  million  unfavourable  trade  bklance 
with  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  its  biggest  Caribbean  market,  for  last  January. 

According  to  figures  released  by  the  state-run  Export  Promotion  Corporation 
(EPC),  this  represented  a  worsening  of  their  trade  position.  The  ilnfavourable 
balance  was  $2.4  million  in  January  last  year; 

Last  January,  Barbados  sold  Trinidad  and  Tobago  $5.1  million  worth  of  goods 
(compared  with  $7,2  million  for  the  same  month  last  year)  while  it  brought  $14 
million  worth.  This  island  spent  $9,6  million  on  Trinidad  and  Tobago  goods 
in  January  1983. 

Exports  to  Jamaica  in  January  this  year  fetched  $568  423  against  $950  058  for 
the  same  month  last  year.  Imports  last  January  were  put  at  $1.4  million  down 
on  the  January  1983  figure  of  $1.8  million. 

Barbados  exports  to  Guyana,  this  country’s  main  South  American  market,  dropped 
from  $211  462  in  January  1983  to  $189  720  for  the  same  month  this  year,  while 
imports  rose  from  $131  090  in  January  last  year  to  $549  607  for  the  same  month 
this  year. 

Barbados  exports  to  the  Lesser  Developed  Countries  (LDCS)  of  the  region  during 
the  first  month  of  this  year  were  up  mainly  in  Antigua  and  Barbuda,  Dominica 
and  Grenada.  Sales  to  Antigua  and  Barbuda  moved  from  $237  937  in  January  last 
year  to  $438  230  for  January  this  year  and  Imports  from  $53  778  in  January  1983 
to  $69  593  in  January  this  year. 

Exports  to  Dominica  in  January  this  year  fetched  $222  126  compared  with 
$191  846  for  the  same  month  last  year,  while  Imports  stood  at  $126  460  last 
January  against  $46  491  in  January  1983. 

Exports  to  Grenada  rose  from  $370  430  in  January  1983  to  $466  426  while  im¬ 
ports  from  Grenada  rose  from  $16  517  to  $73  686. 

Barbados  exported  less  to  Belize,  Montserrat,  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis,  St.  Lucia 
and  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines.  Exports  to  non-Caribbean  Community 
(CARICOM)  countries — the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States ,  Canada  and  others — 
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increased  by  $18.2  million  from  $18.9  million  in  January  last  year  to  $37.1 
million  for  the  same  month  this  year.  Imports  went  from  $91  million  to  $93.8 
million. 

Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  January  this  year  stood  at  $263  568  against 
$230  258  in  January  1983  while  Imports  stood  at  $8.8  million  for  the  same 
month  in  1983-84. 

Exports  to  Canada  in  January  1984  totalled  $324  636  compared  with  $390  445 
in  January  1983  while  Imports  dropped  from  $6.3  million  to  $5  million  this 
year. 
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WAGE  ISSUES,  UNION-GOVERNMENT  CONTENTION  CONTINUE  TO  SMOLDER 

Government  Pay  Bill 

Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  3  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  A  bill  being  introduced  in  the  Barbados  House  of  Assembly  next  Tuesday 
does  not  seek  to  increase  the  total  emoluments  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  other 
Ministers. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  following: 

— The  Prime  Minister’s  annual  housing  allowance  of  $15  600  a  year,  which  is 
now  non-taxable,  will  be  abolished  and  will  be  integrated  into  his  basic 
salary. 

His  basic  taxable  salary  will,  therefore,  move  to  $85  200  and  there  will  be  no 
increase  in  his  entertainment  allowance. 

Overall,  the  total  remuneration  and  allowances  of  the  Prime  Minister  will  not 
be  increased. 

— The  annual  travel  allowance  of  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister  will  be  abolished, 
and  instead,  he  will  be  provided  with  an  official  car.  The  travel  allowance 
will  be  integrated  in  his  new  basic  salary  of  $72  000  a  year. 

The  bill  does  not  attempt  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the 
other  Government  ministers,  which  now  stand  at  $70  716  a  year.  This  is  made 
up  as  follows : 

Annual  basic  salary — $49  812. 

Annual  entertainment  allowance — $8  640. 

Annual  travel  allowance — $12  264. 

“The  bill  also  does  not  attempt  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  of 
the  parliamentary  secretaries,  which  now  stand  at  $45  216  a  year.  This  is 
made  up  as  follows; 

Annual  basic  salary— $30  816, 

Annual  entertainment  allowance — $5  760. 

Annual  travel  allowance — $  8  640. 
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Adams  on  Union  Demands 


Bridgetown  SUNDAY  SUN  In  English  6  May  84  p  40 

[Text]  Prime  Minister  Tom  Adams  said  he  would  not  waste  his  breath  to  ask 
the  trade  unions  In  Barbados  for  a  wage  freeze  to  keep  people  In  work. 

He  was  speaking  on  Friday  night  during  a  television  and  radio  Interview  with 
Voice  of  Barbados  (VOB),  Mr  David  Ellis »  who  sought  the  Prime  Minister's  re¬ 
action  to  a  wage  freeze  as  a  means  of  helping  to  keep  Barbadians  In  their 
jobs,  and  perhaps  generate  more  opportunities  for  those  now  on  the  breadline. 

Mr  Adams  said  the  trade  union  movement  In  Barbados,  had  long  ago  rejected 
low  wages  as  a  means  of  fighting  unemployment. 

He  added  that  unemployment  In  communist  countries  was  controlled  by  paying 
people  low  wages.  He  pointed  out  that  the  minimum  wage  In  Cuba  was  about  $56 
a  month,  which  would  not  be  acceptable  for  a  two-days -a-week  gardener  In 
Barbados . 

"This  method  of  fighting  unemployment  would  not  work  In  Barbados,  because  the 
trade  unions  prefer  high  wages  to  employment.  They  like  the  people  In  work 
to  have  jobs,"  Mr  Adams  said. 

The  Prime  Minister  added  that  the  Governor  of  the  Central  Bank,  Dr  Courtney 
Blackman,  had. made  an  Important  point  In  explaining  to  workers  that  they  could 
price  themselves  out  of  a  job. 

Mr  Adams  said  this  point  of  view  must  constantly  be  kept  before  the  unions' 
representatives. 

"I  have  recently  seen  some  signs — I  am  not  speaking  of  the  public  service 
union — I  am  speaking  of  the  Barbados  Workers'  Union  and  unions  In  other 
Industries — that  a  certain  realism  has  entered  Into  wage  negotiations  In 
major  Industries." 

BWU  Resolutions 

Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  In  English  6  May  84  p  2 

[Paid  advertisement  "The  Union  Speaks"  by  Frank  L.  Wolcott,  general  secretary 
of  the  Barbados  Workers  Union:  "May  Day  1984:  Past  Achievements,  New 
Challenges"] 

[Excerpt]  We  could  not  allow  this  May  Day  to  pass  without  placing  on  record 
our  unqualified  thanks  to  all  our  members  and  friends  who  have  rallied  to 
our  cause  throughout  the  period  and  have  shared  with  us  some  of  the  victories 
we  have  achieved.  We  now  place  on  record  our  support  for  the  following  reso¬ 
lutions  to  mark  this  May  Day.  We  call  on  our  colleagues  on  this  7th  May,  1984, 
by  unanimous  accord,  to  give  full  support  to  the  following  Resolutions  In  the 
name  of  all  of  our  members : 
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Unemployment 


(1)  Whereas  there  has  been  a  rapid  increase  in  unemployment  and  underemploy¬ 
ment  over  the  past  year  ,  ^ 

And  whereas  the  Government  of  Barbados  and  the  private  sector  have  contributed 
heavily  to  unemployment  through  their  policy  of  terminating  the  services  of 
workers  on  a  wide  scale 

And., whereas  the  right  to  a  job  is  a  social  right  Which  should  be  enjoyed  by 
all  people,  and 

Recognising  that  unemplo3mifint  leads  to  social  discontent  and  poses  a  serious 
threat  to  the  social  fabric  of  our  community. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  Barbados  Workers'  Union,  meeting  on  May  Day,  7th 
May  1984,  at"Solidarity House,"  Harmony  Hall,  St.  Michael. 

Calls  upon  the  Government  of  Barbados  to  take  direct  and  immediate  steps  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  expansion  of  employment  in  the  private  and  public 
sectors  of  our  national  economy. 

(2)  Housing 

Whereas  it  is  becoming  extremely  difficult  for  Barbadians  of  the  middle  and 
lower-income  levels  to  purchase  their  oxm  homes . 

Md  whereas  the  provision  of  proper  housing  and  the  maintenance  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  housing  stock  of  the  country  are  matters  of  grave  importance  to  the  Coun¬ 
try's  development  and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  Barbados  Workers'  Union,  meeting  on  May  Day,  7th  May 
1984,  at  "Solidarity  House,"  Harmony  Hall,  St.  Michael 

Calls  upon  the  Government  of  Barbados  to  set  aside  a  sizeable  portion  of  its 
revenue  for  direct  Investment  in  housing  in  order  to  provide  more  houses  for 
middle  and  lower— Income  workers  in  our  country. 

(3)  Job  Security  and  Workers'  Rights 

Whereas  the  right  to  job  security  is  a  fundamental  right  of  workers. 


And  whereas  some  employers  in  Barbados  are  attempting  to  deprive  workers  of 
this  right  through  arbitrary  and  unjust  acts  of  dismissalv" 

And  whereas  such  practices  are  not  in  the  best  Interest  of  the  industrial 
relations  climate  in  our  country. 

Be  It  resolved  that  the  Barbados  Workers'  Union,  meeting  oh  May  Day,  7th  May 
1984,  at  "Solidarity  House,"  Harmony  Hall,  St, Michael. 
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Reiterates  Its  stand  In  support  of  the  protection  of  job  security  for  workers 
and 


Pledges  Its  resistance  to  all  attempts  by  employers  to  arbitrarily  and  unrea¬ 
sonably  deprive  workers  of  the  right  to  work. 


Unemployment  Figures 


Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  6  May  84  p  1 


[Text]  Unemployment  in  Barbados  rose  by  just  over  one  percent,  with  the 
number  of  people  In  jobs  falling  by  1  400  In  the  first  quarter  of  this  year 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  according  to  official  sta¬ 
tistics  released  here. 

A  Government  statement  said  the  latest  data  showed  that  the  unemployed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  labour  force  for  January  to  March  1984  stood  at  15.7  per¬ 
cent  as  compared  with  14.6  percent  for  1983. 

The  number  of  persons  employed,  at  95  400  showed  a  decline  from  the  figure 
of  96  900  for  the  equivalent  1983  period.  Some  54  300  males,  and  41  100 
females  were  employed  during  the  review  period. 


The  number  of  adults  increased  from  175  000  In  the  first  quarter  of  1983  to 
176  500  during  1984.  The  labour  force  declined  marginally  from  113  500  per¬ 
sons  for  January  to  March  1983  to  113  200  for  the  review  period,  while  those 
adults  not  included  in  the  labour  force  Increased  from  62  000  to  63  300  persons. 


As  a  result  of  the  small  drop  In  the  labour  force  as  well  as  the  Increase  in 
the  number  of  adults,  the  adult  participation  In  the  labour  force  dropped 
marginally  from  64.7  percent  to  64.1  percent  over  the  review  period. 

^Walcott  May  Day  Address 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  In  English  8  May  84  p  1 


[Text] 


TRADE  union  Isador,  Mr.  Prank 
Walcottt  bat  not  bad  a 
•alary  incraata  in  four  yaara. 

Thla  ditdofura  was  oon- 
talnad  In  bit  praparad  addraat 
for  yaatarday'a  May  Day 
oalabrationt  In  raaponta  to 
wbat  ba  laballad  dia  ‘lolan- 
diabmants'*  of  dia  Piima 
Miniatar. 

Noting  dial  tba  Baibadoa 
Workara  Union  (BWU)  bad  sona 
on  racord  at  aaylim  It  could  not 
accmt  a  matnod  whara 
pobuclana*  aalarlaa  ahould  ba 
bicreaaad  at  tba  aama  rata  and 
through  tha  aama  maaauraa  aa 
thoaa  of  dvU  aarvanta,  ba  aaid: 

**.  .  .And  whan  that  Incraata 
la  tied ,  not  |uat  to  tha  aama  level 
88  the  top  dvll  aarvant  but, 
alto,  to  the  civil  aarvant  at  die 
bottom  when  acroaa  tha  board 


Incraaaaa  are  callad  for,  wa 
cannot  remark  too  much  on  tha 
tnaqidtiaa  and  Intuatica  of  auch 
amath^.** 

Mr.  Walcott  aald  ba  bod 
noting  to  hide  and  that  ba  bad 
bad  no  Incraaaa  In  aalary  for 
four  yaara  bacauaa  ba  on- 
daratood  the  problama  that 
aaorkara  In  Baibadoa  hava  bean 
aBmariancIng. 

Ha  oontinuad:  can  aay,  and 
die  Prime  Miniatar  wHl  knowa, 
diat  my  aalary  hat  never  bean 
In  tha  league  with  that  of 
political  laadara  and  tha 
commercial  laadara  In 
Bridgetown;  00  hia  talk  about 
wan  cuta  or  wage  freasaa  for 
trade  union  laadara  can  only  ba 
made  In  die  context  of  pan¬ 
dering  to  die  feeling  of  tha 
unknowing  In  our  mldat/* 


Mr.  Walcott  alao  aaid  tha 
union  found  It  laaa  than 
dii^matlc  for  a  prime  miniatar 
to  dafanddia  ayatam  where  ha 
bad  Inchidad  boualng  allowanca 
in  bia  panrionabla  amohimenta 
and  would  ba  moving  Into  a 
atata-owned  bouaa  for  which, 
no  doubt,  Paiiiamant  will  ba 
adcad  to  provide  funda  for  ita 
aaaintenanoa. 

'*• .  .But  to  try  to  paaa  to  foe 
public  that  ba  haa  bean  ao  noble 
diet  ba  baa  taken  a  out  In  bia 
aalary  whan.  In  fact,  tha  houaa 
allomnca  will  bacoma  part  of 
biepanalonablaamolumanta.  .  . 
and  wa  ell  know  that  a  prime 
ndniater  haa  to  work  only  one 
day  In  bia  office  to  qualify  for  a 
panaiont  But  bow  magnanlmoua 
of  tha  Prime  Miniatar  to  auga  eat 
foat  ba  baa  taken  a  out  of  )uat 
over  $900!** 
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BWU  Offer  To  Talk 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  8  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  The  Barbados  Workers  Union  (BWU)  is  ready  to  sit  with  political 
leaders,  economic  leaders  and  social  leaders  to  chart  a  path  for  national  re¬ 
construction. 

This  was  the  message  yesterday  from  BWU  general  secretary,  Mr  Frank  Walcott, 
in  a  prepared  message  to  mark  May  Day  celebrations  at  the  union’s  Solidarity 
House  headquarters. 

His  call  came  after  he  had  expressed  deep  concern  about  the  state  of  unem¬ 
ployment  in  the  country  which  he  felt  was  responsible  for  the  recent  spate  of 
robberies  and  the  increase  in  crimes  against  the  person. 

He  also  issued  a  warning  to  Government  to  put  the  people  back  to  work  by  in¬ 
jecting  more  money  into  the  economy  "to  take  up  those  idle  hands." 

He  charged;  "The  state  cannot  renege  on  its  responsibility  to  create  employ¬ 
ment  by  making  any  spurious  claims  that  the  level  of  wages  of  workers  will 
affect  the  level  of  employment." 

According  to  Mr  Walcott,  the  unemployment  level  is  a  cause  of  concern  to  the 
BWU  when  over  16  000  people  are  out  of  work. 

He  continued:  "As  trade  unionists  we  do  not  see  these  figures  as  an  abstrac¬ 
tion;  we  have  to  deal  with  the  persons.  We  know  that  their  incomes  are 
consumption  incomes  and  we  know  when  these  incomes  are  cut  off  what  it  means 
to  the  workers,  who  in  most  cases,  have  large  families  to  support." 

Mr  Walcott  noted  that  17  000  persons  out  of  work  must  mean  a  dampening  on  the 
economy  of  the  country.  In  addition  to  that,  the  workers  who  had  been  placed 
on  week-on,  week-off  or  who  had  been  given  two  and  three-day  weeks,  had 
grown  in  numbers  over  the  past  years. 

He  stressed:  "...And  these,  added  to  the  unemployed,  can  only  mean  a  spectre 
of  social  discontent  in  the  country.  I  daresay  the  recent  increase  in 
crimes  against  the  person,  the  recent  spate  of  robberies  can  be  traced  to 
growing  unemployment  and  the  resulting  social  malaise  in  dur  country. ... " 

The  general  secretary  also  said  that  as  business  closed  down,  as  they  de¬ 
clared  that  they  could  not  pay  income  tax  and  corporation  tax  and  withheld 
the  BWU  and  Indicated  that  as  workers  were  laid  off  and  made  unemployed,  this 
could  have  an  impact  on  the  country. 

**We  warned  Government  that  the  policy  of  wage  freeze  would  withdraw  funds  from 
the  economy  that  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  overall  performance  of  the 
economy.  We  are  now  seeing  the  results  of  such  short-sighted  policy  and  we 
have  not  seen  the  end  of  it  yet." 
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Mr  Walcott  warned:  "We  have  to  keep  our  eyes  on  tourism  in  which  hotels  are 
being  sold  for  not  paying  their  land  taxes.  We  would  have  to  look  and  see 
what  will  happen  to  this  sector  as  visitor  arrivals  are  shown  to  be  decreas¬ 
ing  as  well  as  the  length  of  stay  of  visitors. 

"And  we  cannot  feel  that  the  growing  spate  of  crimes,  rapes  against  visitors 
and  attacks  by  gun  and  knife  carriers  against  visitors  will  help  tourism  to 
flourish,"  he  said. 


Criticism  of  Government  Priorities 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  9  May  84  p  2 


[Text] 

The  Central  Bank 
headquarters  now  under 
construction  and  the 
large  number  of  unem¬ 
ployed  people  were  seen 
as  cause  for  concern 
during  Monday's  May 
Day  Celebrations  at 
Solidarity  House,  Har¬ 
mony  Hail. 

The  celebrations 
organised  by  the  Bar¬ 
bados  Workers  Union  at 
its  new  headquarters  in 
Bridgetown  were  to  mark 
the  workers’  traditional 
"day  of  reflectiop”  and  to 
look  ahead. 

It  was  the  first  time 
that  May  Day  was  being 
celebrated  on  a  day  other 
than  May  1.  The  Bar¬ 
bados  Labour .  Party 
Government  from  this 
year  changed  the  day  to 
the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  Walcott  told  the  large  crowd  Which  turned  up 
for  the  celebrations  that  millions  if  dollars  were 
being  channelled  in  the  wrong  direction  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  pointed  to  the  new  Central  Bank  building  as 
an  example  of  money  going  the  wrong  way. 

"I  know  that  160  'million  can  do  a  lot  more  in 
housing  for  this  country  than  it  can  to  put  up  a 
monstrositv  in  Roebuck  Street  called  the  Central 


Bank  in  order  to  satisfy  the  vanity  of  people  who  want 
to  say  we  have  the  highest  building  in  the  Eastern 
Caribbean.”  he  said. 

"That  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  I  am  opposed  to 
because  Barbados  does  not  possess  the  econoniy  to 
spend  660  million.on  one  little  Duilding... to  rent  out  the 
offices  to  people  who,  they  claim,  are  looking  about 
for  buildings.’’ 

The  new  Central  Bank  under  construction 
previously  came  in  for  criticism  from  the  union  and 
on  Sunday  Canon  Sehon  Goodridge  also  criticised  the 
construction  of  this  building  when  so  many  people 
were  in  need  of  housing. 

Mr.  Walcott  told  the  large  crowd  at  Solidarity 
House  that  the  BWU  was  ready  to  sit  down  with 
political,  economic  and  social  leaders  in  this  country 
to  chart  a  path  for  national  reconstruction. 

.Dealing  with  the  problem  of  Qnemployment,  the 
BWU  General  Secretary  said  Government  should  put 
people  back  to  work  by  injecting  more  money  into  the 
economy  "to  take  up  those  idle  hands.” 

.  He  said  that  with  17  000  people  out  of  work  there 
must  be  a  dampening  effect  on  the  economy  of  the 
country.  Along  with  the  unemployed  were  the 
workers  who  had  been  placed  on  a  week-on  week-off 
basis  or  had  been  put  on  short  weeks,  and  whose 
numbers  had  grown  over  the  years. 

He  warned  that  these,  added  to  the  unemployed, 
“can  only  mean  a  spectre  of  social  discontent  in  the 
country.  I  daresay  the  recent  increase  in  crimes 
against  the  person,  the  recent  spate  of  robberies  can 
be  traced  to  the  growing  unemployment  and  the 
resulting  social  malaise  in  our  country.” 
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CRIME,  ARSON  WORRY  POLICE;  PUBLIC  ASKED  TO  HELP 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  6  May  84  p  1  . 

[Text]  Polite  in  Barbados  yesterday  launched  an  all  out  drive  to  combat  a 
serious  upsurge  in  violent  crime  which  has  been  sweeping  the  country  since  the 
start 'oY^this; year.' 

Senior  bfficetsfroih  the  Criminal  Investigation  Department,  led  by  acting 
Assistant  Commissioner  Keith  Whittaker  and  his  deputy  superintendent  Sylvester 
Williams  are  out  in  the  field  trying  to  close  the  dragnet  on  the  armed  robbers. 

The^  latest  incident  in  the  spate  of  armed  robberies  occurred  on  Friday  night  in 
St  Philip  when  three  armed  bandits  entered  the  Seaview  home  of  supermarket  pro- 
ptistor,  Mr  Eric  Drayton  and  made  off  with  an  undisclosed  sum  of  money.  They 
were  also  reported  as  having  got  away  with  his  revolver. 

The  robbers  did  npt  leave  before  inflicting  some  injury  on  their  victims. 

Mr  Drayton  received  a  few  cuts  to  his  head  reported  as  being  riot  too  serious, 
while  his  Wife  suffered  a  broken  arm. 

Mr  Drayton  is  the  proprietor  of  Ric’s  Cash  and  Carry  which  is  located  in  St. 
Philip.  /  .  . 

Apart  from  this  development  in  serious  armed  crlWes  thete  have  been  a  number 
of  other  criminal  activities  which  have  been  of  great  concern  to  the  police. 

The  theft  of  jewelry  and  household  items  and  personal  effects  as  well  as  the 
mysterious  fires  bta  the  East  Coast  which  have  left  at  least  seven  houses  razed 
to  the  ground.  ,  -  ^  .  ' 

Some  $255  000  in  jewelry  has  been  reported  stolen  during  the  first  three  months 
of  this  year  as  compared  with  just  over  $142  000  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  1983. 

The  Police  who  have  noticed  a  pattern  in  most  of  the  crime  want  property 
owners  to  place  identifying  marks  on  their  items,  while  Insurance  companies 
which  have  had  to  pay  out  big  sums  in  claims  are  said  to  be  looking  at  minimum 
standards  of  security  before  offering  Insurance  on  household  and  personal 
effects. 
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Mr  Whittaker  has  also  called  on  the  public  to  help  curb  the  incidence  of 
crime  by  being  more  cautious  and  also  by  helping  the  police  in  their  investi¬ 
gations. 

A  number  of  prime  suspects  have  reportedly  been  identified  in  some  of  the  maj 
robberies  which  have  taken  place  this  year,  but  no  one  has  yet  been  brought 
to  justice. 

The  Police  are  worried  about  the  violent  crime  especially  since  the  force 
under  Commissioner  Orville  Durant  has  been  able  to  bring  this  type  of  crime 
under  control  in  recent  years. 
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BRIEFS 

ENVOY  TO  UK— Specialist  physician,  Dr  Harold  Fprde,  is  to  be  Barbados'  new 
High  Commissioner  to  London.  Authoritative  sources  have  ^tated  that  his 
appointment  has  been  approved  by  Cabinet  and  he  should  take  up  position  in 
a  matter  of  weeks.  He  will  succeed  Mr  Algy  Symmonds,  who  has  returned  to 
the  island  as  a  Permanent  Secretary  in  the  Ministry  of  Defence  and  Security. 

Mr  Harbld  Brewster,  Minister-Counsellpr  at  the  London  office  has  been  acting 
as  High, Commissioner  since  Mr  Symmond's  return  home.  Dr  Forde,  a  member  of 
the  Privy  Council  and  a  member  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Barbados,  has  had  an 
outstanding  medical  career.  His  appointment  to  the  post  of  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  in  London  comes  at  s  t|.me  when  Barbadians  resident  there  have  been 
expect^.ng  much  from  thpl?  diplomatic  representatives  because  of  the  many 
spcial  economic  and  racial  prpblems  they  have  been  facing.  [Text]  [Bridge- 
tovm  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE  in  English  6'May  8A  p  1] 

TEACHER  SALARIES— Government  has  promised  the  Barbados  Secondary  Teacher's 
Union  (BSTU)  that  it  has  "under  considerstion"  the  union's  request  for  fur¬ 
ther  discussion  on  salary  increases  and  the  question  of  uncertified  sick  days. 
This  was  stated  yesterday  by  BSTU  secretary  Mr  Patrick  Frost,  He  said  that 
Government's  response  was  in  reaction  to  a  BSTU  letter  seeking  further  talks 
on  the  issue.  Mr  Frost  said  that  regarding  uncertified  sick  days  the  BSTU 
was  "adamantly  opposed"  to  any  reduction  in  the  present  21  days  granted  for 
this.  He  declAred  that  if  Goyprnmept  went  ahead  with  plans  to  institute  eny 
reductions  to  "between  6  apd  gl  dayS|"  §nd  iijipOsed  sanctions  on  teachers  who 
were  appointed  befpre  the  pew  Hdueatipn  Act  came  into  force,  the  BSTU  would 
be  advising  and  fully  supporting  its  members  in  "their  recourse  tp  the  law," 
[Text]  [Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCAT?  in  English  4  May  84  p  1] 

COTTON  SUCCESS^ — Barbados'  1983-84  cotton  season  hes  been  "partially  success¬ 
ful"  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  ip  planning  to  Intensify  its  efforts  to 
revitalise  the  industry.  Chief  Agricultural  Officer,  Dr  Lionel  Smith,  told 
THE  NATION  that  despite  the  eprly  problems  ip  the  industry,  growers  had  man¬ 
aged  to  reap  some  cpttpn.  According  to  him  there  were  some  early  problems, 
including  a  late  planting  and  a  prolonged  dry'!-spell,  feet  they  had  still  man¬ 
aged  to  produce  a  reasonable  quantity  of  cottop.  "We  ar®  planning  to  make  a 
higger  thing  of  the  next  crop  and  we  would  like  all  Barbadians  tp  observe 
the  'close  season'  apd  destroy  any  residual  cotton  that  has  not  been  reaped 
and  any  wild  cotton  wklch  might  be  growing  around  their  lands.  If  they  know 
of  wild  cotton  that  is  not  on  their  land,  then  they  should  inform  us.  "We  had 
hoped  to  plant  200  acres  in  the  last  crop  but  ended  up  with  roughly  100.  This 
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year  we  want  to  get  the  seeds  planted  early,  around  August  2  or  3  and  plant 
between  200  and  300  acres  of  Sea  Island  Cotton,"  Dr  Smith  said.  He  tevealed 
that  between  40  000  and  50  000  pounds  of  cotton,  including  seeds,  had  been 
harvested  from  about  100  acres.  He  said  it  was  possible  for  Barbados  to  have 
a  viable  cotton  Industry  again,  since  although  some  of  the  planters  had  "a  dis 
astrous  crop"  this  year,  others  had  done  quite  well.  [Excerpts]  [Bridgetown 
THE  NATION  In  English  1  May  84  p  1] 

CHICKEN  PRICES — Government  has  granted  an  Increase  in  the  price  of  chicken-- 
after  months  of  heated  debate  on  whether  the  price  should  be  Increased,  and 
threats  of  a  possible  collapse  of  the  Industry.  According  to  the  Price  Con¬ 
trol  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry,  the  price  Increase  will 
take  effect  from  today.  The  retail  price  of  whole  chicken  goes  from  $2.52 
per  pound  for  whole  birds,  to  $2.80  per  pound  and  $6.17  per  kilogram.  Chicken 
quarters  will  now  be  retailed  at  $2.56  per  pound  or  $6.26  per  kllograih.  The 
Price  Control  Division  said  that  the  Increase  came  In  the  wake  of  representa¬ 
tion  from  local  poultry  farmers,  through  their  umbrella  body,  the  Barbados 
Egg  and  Poultry  Producers  Association.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in 
English  1  Ma!y  84  pi]  .  n 


CSO:  3298/853 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


PEMBROKE  WEST  BY-ELECTION  WON  BY  UBP  CANDIDATE 


Broadcasting  Violation  Charge 


Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  In  English  12  May  84  p  2 


[Text] 


The  Progressive  Labour  Party  last  night 
charged  that  the  Political  Broadcasting 
Directions  were  being  violated  by  Radio 
VSB. 

In  a  written  statement,  the  PLP  com¬ 
plained  the  radio  station  was  violating  the 
directions  by  airing  political  broadcasts  as 
“community  service  broadcasts.  “ 

“The  Broadcast  Directions  of  1980 
direct  that  a  broadcast  promoting  the 
election  of  candidates  must  be  defined  as 
a  political  broadcast,  and  must  be  ident¬ 
ified  as  such,  along  with  the  political  party 
sponsoring  the  broadcast,”  said  the  PLP. 

“This  has  not  been  happening  at  VSB, 
and  we  haye  noted  a  nbmber  of  instances 
where  the  identificatioii  announcment  has 
not  appeared  on  Bermuda  Broadcasting 
television  stations  as  well." 

The  PLP  said  it  unile^stood  that  At¬ 
torney  General  Mr.  Saul  Froomkin  had 
ruled  that  the  broadcasting  companies 
were  only  obliged  to  adhere  to  the  Political 
Broadcasting  Directions  if  they  actually 


aired  political  broadcasts. 

other  words  —  there  is  no  ‘half-way  ' 
house*.  Once  a  station  begins  to  air  the 
broadcasts,  it  must  strictly  adhere  to  the 
Directions,**  said  the  PLP. 

Mr.  Froomkin  last  night  declined  to  . 
comment  on  the  statement.  Chairman  of 
the  Broadcasting  Commissioners,  Dr. 
Stanley  Ratteray,  could  not  be  contacted 
for  comment. 

The  PLP  called  on  the  Broadcasting 
Commissioners  to  make  a  “clear  and 
coherent**  statement  on  the  current  situ¬ 
ation  after  having  taken  advice  from  the 
Attorney  General, 

“In  the  final  analysis,  the  Direction 
nxusi  be  revised  so  that  the  final  say  on 
whether  either  political  party  can  air  paid 
or  unpaid  political  broadcasts  does  not 
rest? on  the  whims  of  individual  station 
managers,**  said  the  PLP. 

“Instead,  the  public*s  right  to  unfet¬ 
tered  information  (must  be)  firmly 
protected.*’ 


UBP  Candidate  on  Hong  Kong 
Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  In  English  15  May  84  p  1 


[Text] 


Bermuda  should  actively 
campaign  in  Hong  Kong  to 
convince  businesses  there 
that  the  Island  is  an .  ideal 
place  to  relocate. 

That  was  the  message 
from  Dr.  Clarence  Terceira, 
United  Bermuda  Party  can¬ 
didate  in  the  Pembroke 
West  by-election  to  be  held 
on  Thursday. 


He  was  speaking  at  a  pub¬ 
lic  meeting  held  at  the  Pem¬ 
broke  Community  Club,  and 
attended  by  about  160  par¬ 
ish  residents  and  party 
faithful. 

Dr.  Terceira  urged  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  seize  the  op¬ 
portunity  created  by  the  un¬ 
certainty  surrounding  the 
future  of  the  British  Colony 
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which  may  come  under  com¬ 
munist  China  control  in 
1997. 

He  said  the  recent  de¬ 
cision  by  Hong  Kong’s  larg¬ 
est  company,  Jardine, 
Matheson,  to  move  its  head¬ 
quarters  to  Bermuda  was  an 
indicatroh  that  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  diversify  Ber¬ 
muda’s  business  base  ex¬ 
isted. 

“Let  us  not  just  sit  back 
and  hope  other  companies 
will  follow,”  .said  Dr. 
Terceira.  “Let’s  send  a  team 
to  Hong  Kong.  Let’s  market 
Bermuda  in  Hong  Kong. 
Let’s  take  advantage  of  the 
nervousness  of  their  busi¬ 
nesses.’’ 

Dr.  Terceira  said  the 
Island’s  economic  and  politi¬ 
cal  stability  argued  in  favour 


Hamilton  THE  ROYAL 
[Text] 


A  system  of  elected  parish 
councils  would  help  end  the 
resistance  Government 
found  when  it  tried  to  press 
on  with  schemes  without 
consultation,  Pembroke 
West  constituents  were  told 
la6t  night. 

Mr.  Calvin  Smith,  the 
Progressive  Labour  Party’s 
candidate  in  tomorrow’s  by- 
•election,  repeated  his  call  for 
parish  council’s  at  a  public 
meeting. 

'  He  said  people  in  Pem¬ 
broke  West  and  Bermuda  as 
a  whole  were  generally  hard¬ 
working  and  independent 
citizens  who  did  things  for 
themselves. 

But,  he  went  on,  they  felt 
an  increasing  frustration 
when  simple  jobs  such  as 
better  road  conditions  And 
street  lighting  were  slow  in 
coming  or  never  tafckled  at 
all  by  Government. 


of  the  Island  as  an  inter¬ 
national  centre. 

Also  speaking  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  Premier  the  Hon. 
John  Swan.  Mr.  Swan 
pledged  both  his  own  sup¬ 
port,  and  that  of  the  Gov- 
Amment  for  Dr.  Terceira. 

He  said  the  by-election  on 
Thursday  was  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  Biermudians  to  re-af- 
firm  the  mandate  given  the 
UBP  in  the  last  election. 

“The  statement  bn  Thurs¬ 
day  will  be  one  of  whether  or 
not  the  country  is  satisfied 
with  the  UBP  Government 
—  that’s  the  statement  we 
are  asking  you  to  make,’’ 
said  Mr.  Swan. 

Dr.  Terceira  made  just 
two  promises  should  he  be 
elected  to  the  House  of  As¬ 
sembly.  He  would  hold  a 
meeting  similar  to  the  one 


PLP  Man  on  Parish  Councils 
GAZETTE  in  English  16  May  84  p  1 


“It  is  my  view  that  the; 
institution  of  elected  parish' 
councils  would  enable 
Bermudians  to  participate 
fully  in  the  government  de¬ 
cision-making  process,*’  Mr. 
Smith  said. 

That  way,  the  PLP  can¬ 
didate  continued,  problems 
such  as  where  to  locate  the 
dump  or  bus  garage  would 
get  an  airing  by  people  who 
truly  represented  the  views 
of  constituents  and  Govern¬ 
ment  would  have  a  more  ac¬ 
curate  picture  of  people’s 
feelings. 

“With  a  system  of  elected 
parish  councils,  the  com¬ 
munity  can  volunteer  its 
point  of  view,’’  Mr.  Smith 
said,  ”and  Government 
would  not  be  running  into 
these  storms  when  its  tries 
to  operate  a  programme.’’ 

The  Opposition  Party  yes-^ 
terday  also  attacked  Mr, 


held  last  night  in  exactly  100 
days  to  report  the  progress 
he  had  made. 

'  ‘The  second  commitment 
is  that  I  will  live  up  to  my 
responsibility  as  the  rep¬ 
resentative  of  not  only/you, 
but  all  Bermudians,*’  said 
Dr.  Terceira. 

“I  will  attend  sessions  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
not  go  off  to*  Washington  for 
two  years.  l  am  a  man  of  my 
word.’’ 

Dr.  Terecira  was  referring 
to  his  opponent  in  the  by- 
election,  Mr.  Calvin  Smith, 
who  had  represented  the 
Progressive  Labour  Party  in 
Hamilton  West,  only  to  later 
lose  his  seat. 

While  an  MP,  Mr.  Smith 
had  gone  to  the  United 
States  to  further  his  educa¬ 
tion. 


Smith’s  UBP  rival  in  tb«  by^ 
election,  Dr.  Clarenre'^ 
Terceira,  for  making  a  per¬ 
sonal  attack  on  Mr.  Smith. 

The  PLP  was  refeiring  to 
comments  made  by  Dr. 
Terceira  on  Monday  night. 

“I  will  attend  sessions  of 
the  Houw  of  Assembly,  and 
go  off  to  Washington,  for 
^wo  yearsM  am  a  man  of  my 
j.word,’*  aaid  Dr.  Terceira. 
r;  He  was  referring  to  Mr. 
Smith  wjib  had  gone  to  the 
^  United  States  to  further  his 
education  while  a  PLP  MP. 

The  PLP  countered:  “The 
inconsistency  and  contradic¬ 
tion  inherent  in  the.se  at¬ 
tacks  are  highlighted  by  the 
double  standards  vapplied 
when  vUBP  MP  Di.  John 
Stubbs  studied  overseas  for 
a  prolonged  period  while 
holding  a  seat  in  thb  House 
of  Assembly.’’  ’‘• 
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[Text]  The  voters  of  Pembroke 

West  yesterday  elected  Unit¬ 
ed  Bermuda  Party  candidate 
Dr.  Clarence  (Tessie) 
Terceira  to  the  House  of  As¬ 
sembly  with  a  majority  of 
536. 

After  a  light  turnout  — 
just  69  percent  —  Dr. 
Terceira  polled  840  votes 
against  324  for  his 
Progressive  Labour  Party 
opponent,  Mr.  Calvin 
Smith.  Eight  ballot  papers 
were  spoiled. 

This  represented  71.7  per¬ 
cent  in  favour  of  Dr. 
Terceira  against  27.7  for  Mr. 

Smith  and  UBP  represen¬ 
tatives  were  claiming  last 
night  that  this  was  a  swing 
in  their  favour. 

The  vote  was  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  former 
:  Finance  Minister  Mr.  David 
Gibbons  and  maintains  the 
UBP’s  26  to  14  majority  in 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

A  UBP  spokesman  said 
that  discounting  the  spoiled 
ballot  papers,  the  party  had 
polled  67  percent  of  the  vote 
in  a  1980  by-election  in 
Pembroke  West,  73  percent 
in  last  year’s  General  Elec¬ 
tion  and  73  percent  yester- 
day. 

This  he  compared  to  33 
percent  for  the  PLP  in  1980, 
and  27  percent  last  year  and 
.  yesterday. 

Before  the  polls  closed  one 
senior  PLP  member  was  in- 


How  they 
voted 

Clarence  Terceira.  •  840 

Calvin  Smith . 324 

Spoiled .  8 

February  1983  General 
Election  result:  Bill 
McPhee  (UBP)  1,038; 
David  Gibbons  (UBP) 
1,036;  Rita  Peniston  (PLP) 
381,  Doreen  Lightbourne 
(PLP)  368, 
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dicating  that  his  party 
would  conside;  26  percent  of 
the  vQt^  to  be  par  for  the 
course,  particularly  in  a  con¬ 
stituency  where  it  did  not 
have  great  machinery  afid" 
on  a  day  when  there  was  on¬ 
ly  a  light  turnout. 

After  hearing  the  result  a 
jubilant  Dr.  Terceira  said  he 
was  delighted  for  the  UBP 
and  for  himself. 

’The  people  of  Pembroke 
West  have  made  a  decision 
that  says  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment:  ’Carry  on  with  what 
you  are  doing.  You  are  on 
the  right  track  and  you  are  a 
good  Government.’” 

He  said  of  his  opponent: 
‘T  have  known  Calvin  for  a 
while  and  I  think  perhaps  he 
is  disappointed  in  the 
numbers  l^cause  he  has  not 
made  any  inroads.  He  must 
be  disappointed,  as  must  the 
PLP.” 

.A  subdued  Mr.  Smith 
commented:  ”I  lost,  what 
else  is  there  to  say?  It  wasn’t 
as  good  as  I  had  hoped  but 
much  more  than  that  I  can¬ 
not  say. 

“1  congratulate  Dr. 
Terceira,  he  worked  hard 
and  got  what  he  deserved,” 

Premier,  the  Hon.  John 
Swan  broke  off  from  his 
celebrations  to  say  he  found 
the  result  encouraging  and 
personally  gratifying.  He 
noted  that  Mr.  Smith  “bare¬ 
ly  managed  to  achieve  the 
level  of  rejection”  achieved 
by  PLP  candidates  in  the 
General  Election  and  had 
not  done  as  well  as  the  can¬ 
didate  in  the  1980  by-elec¬ 
tion. 

‘T  want  to  thank  the 
people  of  Pembroke  West  for 
their  endorsement  of  the 
good  work  of  this  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  reaffirmation 
of  the  mandate  given  us  in 
1983.  Tessie  Terceira  is 
someone  I  look  forward  to 
having  on  my  team.” 

The  poll  turnout  was' 
1,172. 
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PLP  DRAFT  LEGISLATION  OFFERS  ELECTION  LAW  CHANGES 
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[Text] 


Proposals  for  major 
changes  to  Bermudans  elec¬ 
tion  laws  were  introduced 
into  Parliament  yesterday 
by  the  Progressive  Labour 
Party. 

In  an  unusual  move,  the 
Opposition  has  drafted  its 
oWn  piece  of  legislation  de* 
signed  to  “give  teeth  to*’  the 
Parliamentaiy  Election  Act 
of  1978. 

The  Parliamentary  Elec¬ 
tion  Amendment  (No.2)  Bill 
1984  was  brought  into 
theHouse  of  Assembly  ^ 
Mr.  Frederick  Wade, 
Shadow  Minister  of  Labour 
and  Home  Affairs. 

The  Opposition  legislation 
—  proposing  a  lower  voting 
age,  longer  polling  hours  and 
strengthening  of  registration 
procedures  —  was  given  its 
first  reading  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  yesterday  and  now 
takes  its  place  on  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  business  paper.  . 

According  to  Mr.  John 
Gilbert,  Clerk  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  it  is  rare  for  the 
position  to  take  its  own  bills 
into  Parliament,  particularly 
legislation  relating  to  such 
technical  matters. 

Mr.  Gilbert  said  that  the 
last  piece  of  legislation  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  PLP  con¬ 
cerned  amendments  to  the 
Public  Holidays  Act  in 
1982.Debate  on  Mr.  Wade’s 
proposed  changes  to  the  law 
would  not  take  place  until 
all  the  Government-initiated 


inisiness  currently  before  the 
House  had  been  completed, 
Mr.  Gilbert  said. 

It  was  probable  that  the 
Parliamentary  flection 
Amendment  (No.2)  Act 
would  not  be  dealt  with  dur¬ 
ing  the  current  session  of  the 
Parliament. 

The  Opposition  Isolation 
— •  foreshadowed  by  Mr. 
Wade  last  week  —  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  Parliament 
on  the  day  that  the  House 
concluded  its  discission  of 
the  Governmen.t’s  own 
proposed  amendments  to  the 
Parliamentary  Election  Act. 

The  major  elements  of  the 
PLP’s  draft  legislation  are 
proposals  to  lower  the  voting 
age  fiom  21  years  to  18  years 
and  procedural  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  changes  to 
tighten  up  on  compulsory 
voter  registration. 

Under  Mr.  Wade’s  bill, 
the  Parliamentary  Registrar 
(or  any  registration  officer) 
would  be  required  to  visit 
the  home  of  every  eligible 
voter  who  has  failed  to  regis¬ 
ter  and  register  them  in 
April  each  year. 

The  Parliamentary  Regis¬ 
trar  would  also  be  required 
not  only  to  ’publish’  voters* 
lists  in  public  places,  but 
also  to  have  them  printed  — 
parish  by  parish  —  in  the 
newspaper  during  June  each 
year. 

The  PLP’s  ^  draft  legis¬ 
lation  also  would  extend  the 
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hours  durinj  which  voters 
could  cast  t^ir  ballot  from 
the  present  provision  of  10 
‘  Hm  to  7  pm  tb  Sam  to  8  pm. 
r  Mr.  Wade  told  The  Royal 
.  Gazette  yesterday  that  the 
Opposition’s  bill  was  in  the 
main  designed  to  lower  the 
voting  age  and  to  give  teeth 
to  the  existing  legislative 
provisions  for  voter  regis¬ 
tration. 

“We  believe  that  the  onus 
should  be  put  on  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Agister  to  take 
every  po^ible  step  to  ensure 
tlwt  every  person  who  is 
eligible  to  vote  is  registered 
to  do  BO,**  he  said. 

‘This  involves  keeping  the 
register  of  voters  constantly 
under  review  and  up  to  date  . 
and  affording  the  public  ^ 
every  opportunity  t6  check 
to  see  that  they  are  so  regis¬ 
tered.” 

During  yesterday’s  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  (jovemmeht’s 
proposed  amendments  to  the 
Parliamentary  Election  Act, 
the  Hon.  Sir  John  Sharpe, 
Minister  Of  Labour  and 
Home  Affain,  said  that  he 
had  made  a  slight  alteration 
to  the  clause  concerning 
voter  identification  cards. 

Under  the  proposed  Gov¬ 
ernment  legislation,  the  val¬ 


idity  of  voter  identification 
cards  is  to  be  extended  from 
three  to  ten  years  and  they 
are  to  be  available  to  all 
eligible  voters. 

Sir  John  said  it  had  been 
proposed  that  members  of 
the  voting  public  who 
already  possessed  any  other 
acceptable  identification 
document  would  be  asked  to 
pay  a  fee  to  cover  ad¬ 
ministrative  costs  if  they 
also  wanted  a  voter  identifi¬ 
cation  card. 

However,  the  question  of  q 
fee  had  now  been  re¬ 
considered  and  it  had  been 
decided  that  there  would  be 
no  charge  for  anyone  wishing 
to  obtain  a  voter  identifi¬ 
cation  card.  .. 

.  Sir  John  alro  agreed  to 
'^ve  consideration  to  views' 
raised  by  Opposition  mem¬ 
bers  that  the  proposed  fee 
for  election  scrutineers,  of 
17^  per  meeting,  as  acl^- 
u!ed  in  the  Pariiamentaiy 
Election  Amendment  Rulee, 
should  be  more  substantial. 

Mr.  Wade  said  that 
scrutineers  often  had  to 
work  very  hard  and  for  up  to 
12  hours  at  a  time.  “It  may 
well  be  that  a  flat-rate  pay¬ 
ment  would  be  more  ap¬ 
propriate,”  he  said. 
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SENATE  WARNED  ON  IMPACT  OF  CRIME  ON  TOURISM 
Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  31  May  84  p  1 
[Text] 


Dire  warnings  were  sounded  In  the  Senate  yesterday  of  a 
bleak  future  for  Bermuda  unless  the  current  spate  of  vicious 
crimes  against  tourists  is  quickly  curbed. 

Government  Senators  predicted  that  if  the  crime  wave 
continued  it  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  a  substantial 
part  of  the  Island’s  economic  foundation. 

^d  an  Independent  member,  Sen.  Amott  Jackson, 
called  on  the  people  of  Bermuda  to  accept  that  Draconian 
measures  were  necessary  to  bring  the  culprits  of  these 
crimes  to  justice. 

Sen.  Llewellyn  Peniston  (UBP)  said  that  cHmes  against 
tourists  were  tantamount  to  the  destruction  of  a  substantial 
portion  of  the  economic  foundation  of  Bermuda. 

“No  doubt  you  will  have  noted  the  extremely  vicious  and 
cowardly  Mture  of  these  crimes,  purportedly  carried  out  by 
a  marauding  gang  of  youths,  which  suggests  a  very  bleak 
niture  for  this  community  if  such  crimes,  perpetrated  by  a 
growing  nuinber  of  our  young  people,  are  not  readily 
curbed,’’  l^n.  Peniston  said. 

,  The  Police  had  appealed  for  assistance  from  the  public  in 
their  quest  to  stop  the  growing  menace  of  vicious  crimes 
against  tourists,  he  said. 

“I  would  urge  a  non-partisan  expression  of  support  from 
Senators  in  this  regard.’’ 

^  Sen.  Paul  Leseur  (UBP)  supported  the  remarks  made  by 
his  colleague. 

“T^is  matter  is  one  of  very  grave  concern  for  all  of  us, 
and  it  is  essential  for  the  community  that  we  remove  this 
cancer  which  is  creeping  in,”  he  said. 

Other  tourist  spots  had  suffered  badly  because  their 
visitors  had  been  frightened  off. 

“I  hope  that  everyone  will  make  an  effort  to  report  these 
misdemeanors  to  the  Police.” 

Sen.  Jackson  recalled  a  debate  which  had  taken  place  six 
or  seven  years  ago  when  petty  crime  was’  increasing,  which 


was  headlined  “kid  gloves  ofT*. 

“It  seems  urgent  to  me  that  the  people,  with  one  voice, 
accept  that  Draconian  measures  are  necessary  to  bring  the 
full  force  of  the  legal  process  to  bear  against  the  people  who 
commit  these  crimes  against  visitors  to  our  community.” 

The  Police  were  charged  with  all  kinds  of  mishandling 
when  they  dealt  with  someone  In  the  only  manner  left  to 
them  for  dealing  with  young  people  who  had  been  deprived 
of  parental  guidance  and  discipline.  Sen.  Jackson  said. 

"This  situation  cannot  be  stated  too  harshly,”  he  said. 
“The  community  must  stand  behind  its  noise  with  its 
actions.” 
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U.S.  MISSILE  LANDING  SPARKS  QUESTIONS »  PLP  PROTEST 

Issue  of  I Advance  Notification 

i 
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[Text] 


The  controversial  Per- 
8hing-2  missile  that  landed 
“just  south”  of  Bermuda  on 
Wednesday  actually  fell  55 
miles  inside  the  Island’s  200-  ‘ 
mile  offshore  economic  zone. 

Yesterday  Bermuda’s 
Nuclear  Awareness  Group 
expressed  horror  at  the  news 
and  demanded  a  full  in¬ 
vestigation. 

And  US  Consul  General 
Mr.  William  Dixon  Boggs, 
although  stressing  that  the 
missile  was  unarmed  and 
had  landed  safely  in  empty 
seas,  said  he  had  since  re¬ 
quested  that  the  US  state 
V  and  military  authorities  in- 
'  form  Bermuda  of  any  future 
tests  likely  (o  affect  the 
Island’s  Waters. 

Meanwhile,  ^'^apokesman  - 
k  for  the  US  Army  said  the 
tests  would  continue, 
although  he  could  not  say 
whether  Bermuda’s  offshore 
I  zone  would  be  affected 
^again. 

The  issue  of  whether  Ber¬ 
muda  was  informed  about 
this  week’s  test  firing  took  a 
twist  yesterday. 

Premier  the  Hon.  John 
Swan  said  on  Thursday  and 
repeated  yesterday  that 
Government  had  not  been 
f  told  about  the  test. 

Harbour  Radio  has  also 
been  reported  as  Myrng  it 
!  had  heard  no  messages  that 


might  have  affected 
mariners  in  the  area. 

However,  Lt.  Col.  James 
Moore  of  the  Eastern  Space 
and  Missile  Centre  in 
Florida  said  messages  were 
sent  out  to  airmen  and 
mariners  on  May  9  warning 
that  the  area  was  designated 
a  test  site  and  was  restricted 
Tor  a  period  of  time. 

•  “One  of  the  addressees  of 
that  message  was  the  Naval 
Air  Station  iri  Bermuda,” 
Col.  Moore  said. 

“About  two  days  later  we 
received  a  reply  from  them 
indicating  approval.” 

Captain  I)onald  Gentry, 
NAS  commander  in  Ber¬ 
muda,  was  puzzled  by  that. 

“I  don’t  know  of  any  such 
message,”  he  told  The  Roysl 
Gazette. 

He  said  he  was  not  in¬ 
formed  of  all  messages  and 
it  may  have  been  dealt  with 
by  someone  else. 

“But  I  will  certainly  look 
into  it.” 

The  Nuclear  Awareness 
Group  called  on  Government 
to  “fully  mvestigate  the  inci¬ 
dent  and  other  weapons  tes¬ 
ting  which  apparently  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  Ber¬ 
muda  area.” 

The  groupr  wondered 
whether  the  US  had  con¬ 
travened  international  law 
by  encroaching  on  the  200- 


mile  zone  or  whether  .it  had 
any  permission  to  do  so. 

I^emier  the  Hon.  John 
Swan,  who  said  on  Thursday 
he  was  sure  Bermuda  would 
have  been  consulted  if  there 
was  to  be  any  encroachment 
of  territorial  waters,  com¬ 
mented  yesterday  that  he 
^d  no  prior  knowledge  of 
the  firing.. 

He  said  the  missile  was 
farmed  and  he  understood 
It  did  not  land  within  the  12- 
mile  territorial  waters  zone. 

“However,  I  have  since 
^en  made  to  understand  by 
the  US  Consul  General  that 
that  there  will  be  an  under¬ 
taking  to  keep  us  informed 
T  should  there  be  any  such  fir¬ 
ings  within  the  200- mile 
economic  zone,”  the  Premier 
tsald. 

Mr.  Dixon  Boggs  said  this 
week’s  launch  was  an  -un¬ 
classified  operation. 

'  “It  landed  145  miles  south 
of  Bermuda.  The  tests  will 
continue  and  we  hope  in  fu¬ 
ture  to  give  some  advance 
notice,”  he  said. 

“There  was  no  notice  this 
f  time.  In  fact,  there  have 
been  several  tests  and  no 
one  has  said  anything,”  the 
Consul  General  went  on. 

“It  is  a  big  stretch  of 
ocean  between  Ifonnuda  and 
the  Bahamas  wd  that  miss¬ 
ile  is  accurate  to  within  100 
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metres,  to  I  don't  think  we 
need  worry  too  much  about 
145  miles. 

'There  is  absolutely  no 
danger  whatsoever.  It  was 
not  armed.”  ' 

The  Nuclear  Awareness 
Group  wanted  to  know,  how¬ 
ever,  what  would  happen  if 
such  a  missile  malfunc¬ 
tioned,  went  off  course  and 
head^  for  Bermuda,  aimed 
or  otherwise. 

“let’s  face  it,  we  are 
strategically  located  with  at 
least  three  foreign  mUitaiy 
esthblishment'e,”  a 
spokesman  said. 

“It  is' high  time  both  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  all  Bermudians 
.stop  pretending  that  the 
arms  race  and  nuclear 


weapons  won’t  affect  us  and 
start  acquainting  ourselves 
with  the  issues.’’ 

.  Mr.  David  Harris,  of  the 
Redstone  Arsenal  public  re- 

Stions  office  in  Alabama  — 
«  Pershing  programme  is 
leased  at  Re(^ne  —  aaid 
jdiere  had  been  10  Pershing 
tests  over  the  past  two  years. 

Neither  he  nor  Col.  Moore 
Bould  say  whether  any  of 
them  had  la^ed  in  Ber¬ 
muda  waters,  4lthou|fo  Mr. 
Harris  said  the  test  dis¬ 
tances  varied  and  the  miss¬ 
ile  landings  were  normally 
“well jmuth  of  Bermuda.** 
He^  said  the  Per8hing-2 
missile  had  had  aome 
teething  problems  but  ite 
guidance  system  was  not  one 
pfthem. 


“That  is  one  of  the  most 
accurate,  systems  designed 
by  Mail,’’  he  said. 

Both  he  and  Col.  Moore 
aaid  there  were  more  tests 
scheduled  over  the  next  few 
months. 

“They  will  be  in  the  same 
general  area,’’  Col.  Moore 
said. 

He  said  it  would  be  safe  to 
assume  that  Mr^  .  Dixon 
Boggs’  request  for  prior  no¬ 
tice  of  any  firings  affecting' 
Bermuda  waters  would  be 
complied  with.  : 

At  present,  he  said,  the 
Eastern.  Space  find  Missile 
Centre  had  not  had  any 
direct  contact  with  the  Ber¬ 
muda  Government. 


PLP  ’Shock* 
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Shadow  Minister  of  Labour  and  Home  Affairs,  Mr.  Fred¬ 
erick  Wade,  yesterday  said  he  was  “very  shocked’’  to  hear 
about  ’Thursday’s  test  flring  of  a  US  Army  Per8hihg-2 
missile. 

The  missile,  which  was  not  carrying  a  warhead,  landed 
within  Bermuda’s  200-  mile  fuhing  aone,  it  was  learned 
yesterday,  see  Page  1.  | 

Mr.  Wade  said  he  hoped  the  US  Government  would  in 
fiiture  haVe  the  courtesy  to  inform  Premier  the  Hon.  ^hn 
Swan  in  advance  about  such  practice  firings. 

“That  way,  the  next  time  a  missile  is  ^d,  he  will  at 
least  be  able  to  warn  us  to  duck,’’  he  said. 

T  think  it’s  simply  a  matter  of  courtesy  that  the  Premier 
should  know  about  these  things. 

“There  could  easily  be  a  misHring,  or  a  computer  could 
go  wrong,  and  the  results  would  be  disastrous." 

Mr.  Swan  replied  that  contrary  to  what  was  published  in 
the  weekend  papers,  the  missile  never  encroached  on  Ber¬ 
muda’s  territorial  waters  —  which  only  extended  12  miles 
from  the  Island. 

But  the  Premier  confirmed  that  he  had  q>oken  to  US 
Consul  General  Mr.  William  Dixoii  Boggs  about  the  matter. 

“He  has  given  the  undertaking  that  he  will  keep  me 
informed  about  any  further  activities  that  might  ensu^  in 
the  Atlantic,”  he  said. 

“I  just  want  to  assure  the  Bermuda  public  that  the 
Government  is  aware  of  what  has  taken  place,  and  that  it 
will  act  to  ensure  that  Bermud.a’s  safety  is  kept  intact.” 
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Hamilton 


Demand  for  * Advance  Permission 
THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  31  May  84  p  A 


[Text] 

Bermuda’s  permission 
sKoidd  be  sou{^t  before  any 
nuclear  missiles  were  fired 
within  200  miles  of  the 
Island,  Opposition  Senator 
David  Allen  said. 

He  claimed  fiemuda  had 
unwittingly  become  part  of 
the  nuclear  arms  race,  with 
the  landing  of  a  Persing-2 
missile  south  of  the  Island 
earlier  this  month. 

They  had  been  informed 


that  the  US  Consul  General 
had  stated  that  Bermuda 
would  be  informed  of  any 
such  future  firing  taking 
place  within  Bermuda’s  200- 
mile  zone,  he  said,  and  that 
the  I^mier  was  satisfied 
with  the  position. 

Sen.  Allen  said  that  the 
Opposition  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  Consul  General’s 
statement,  or  with  the 
Premier’s  satisfaction. 

“We  believe  that  Ber¬ 


muda’s  permission  should  be 
sought  before  any  missiles 
are  sent/’ he  Mid. 

He  said  it  was  time  that 
the  Government  made 
representations  through  the 
British  Foreign  Office  that 
Bermuda  was  not  ^pleased 
with  the  current  situation 
and  would  like  to  be  asked 
in  advance  if  it  agreed,  to 
future  miMile  firings. 


PLP  Proposals 

Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  2  Jun  84  p  1 


[Text]  guidance  system  of  The  US  Army  Missile 

^  the  United  States  Per8hing-2  Command  said  yesterday 

missile  that  landed  just  145  that  the  guidance  system  of 

miles  off  Bermuda  last  the  Per8hing*2  missile 

month  malfunctioned  just  launched  May  16  malfunc- 

seconds  before  •‘the  dummy  tioned  seconds  before  the 

warhead  hit  the  Atlantic  dummy  warhead  hit  its 

Ocean,  it  was  learned  yester-  target  area, 

day.  The  Per8hing-2  blasted  off  . 

The  news  broiic^t  a  swift  at  10:31  a.m.  Edt  ^m  the  ; 

response  from  Leader  of  the  Cape  Canaveral  Air  Force  j 

Opposition  Mrs.  Lois  Station  in  Florida  and  : 

Browne  Evans  who  called  on  streaked  850  tniles  to  impact  • 

the  US  to  stop  test  firing  the  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  a  • 

missile  in  the  local  area  un-  point  55  miles  within  Ber- 

til  detaUs  of  the  failure  were  muda’s  200'mile  offshore 

revealed.  economic  zone. 

Mrs.'  Browne  Evans  also 

called  for  an  immediate  tri*  Acting  Premier  the  Hon. 

•  partite  meeting  between  Clarence  James  expressed 

herself,  Governor  Viscount  surprise  over  yesterday’s 

Dunrossil  and  Premier  the  news,  and  said  that  Govem- 

Hon.  John  Swan  to  discuss  ment  would  look  into  the 

the  matter.  matter.  He  declined  to  com* 

“I  am  very  distressed  that  ment  further  until  more  de* 

Bermudians  and  Bermuda  iails  were  available, 

could  have  been  used  as  vir*  Dr.  James  also  declined  to 

tual  guinea  pigs  in  an  ex*  comment  on  the  proposed 

periment  of  ^is  kind,”  said  tri-partite  meeting. 

Mrs.  Browne  Evans.  ”At  this  point  I  can’t  say 

“I  am  calling  for  a  meet*  where  the  Opposition  will  be 

ing  between  the  Governor,  included  in  the  inquries,  if 

the  Premier  and  myself  at  at  all,”  he  said-  “It’s  a  de- 

the  earliest  possible  op-  licate  constitutional  petition 

portunity  to  discuss  this  we  are  in.” 

grave  situation  and  what  US  Consul  General  Mr. 

steps  should  be  taken  to  William  Dixon  Boggs  could 

avoid  a  recurrence.”  not  be  contacted  for  com¬ 

ment  last  night. 
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SWAN  ACCUSED  OF  ACCRUING  POWER,  DISMANTLING  GOVERNMENT 


Hamilton  THE  WORKERS  VOICE  In  English 
[Editorial] 

[Text] 

Recently,  John  David  Gibbons  resigned  as 
Minister  of  Finance.  John  Swan  appointed 
Clarence  James  as  the  new  Minister  of  Fin¬ 
ance  and  Charles  T.  Collis  as  Minister  of 
Health  and  Social  Services,  replacing  Dr. 
James. 

This  seemingly  innocuous  shift  of  ministers 
has  caused  much  buzzing  around  the  Island. 
Some  view  the  shift  as  John  Swan's  effort  to 
show  that  the  Party  is  unified  and  that  blacks 
have  real  power  within  the  UBP.  Others  claim 
.that  the  move  is  mere  window  dressing  and 
that  Gibbons  will  still  control  the  country's 
finances. 

Our  view  is  that  the  foregoing  judgements 
are  naive.  We  believe  that  the  Gibbons  move 
out  of  Government  represents  a  natural  pro¬ 
gression,  as  blacks  in  the  UBP  increase  their 
control  over  Government  However,  in  the 
process  of  acquiring  this  control,  they  have 
had  to  trade  away  much  of  Government's  tra¬ 
ditional  powers. 

These  are  harsh  words.  Surely,  Mr.  Swan's 
power  has  increased?  The  British  government 
has  permitted  more  and  more  control  over  the 

Slice,  and  one  can  presume  that  Mr.  Swan 
I  considerable  influence  cortceming  ap¬ 
pointments  to  the  Judiciary. 

Further,  given  tfre  contests  for  national 
tongs  and  the  resplendent  uniforms  and  spec¬ 
tacular  drill  routines  of  the  local  army,  one 
can  presume  that  Mr.  Swan  is  about  to  lead 
this  country  out  of  the  control  of  England 
end  into  the  control  of  "God  knows  vdiat"! 

The  intriguing  question  therefore,  is  why 


20  Apr  84  p  2 


tome  people  ttill  refer  to  Mr.  Swan  as  a  pup¬ 
pet,  despite  such  obvious  increases  in  power? 

In  our  view,  this  conclusion  is  a  result  of 
Mr.  Swan's  apparent  unwillingness  to  exer¬ 
cise  power  on  behalf  of  the  majority  of  Ber¬ 
mudians.  The  common  view  is  that  Mr.  Swan 
acts  this  way  because  he  is  forced  to  do  so. 
It  seems  to  occur  to  very  few  drat  Mr..  Swan 
b  doing  exactly  what  he  wants  to  do. 

GOVERNMENT  WITHOUT  "CLOUT" 

Mr.  Swan  has  seen  the  dismantling  of  cen-' 
tral  government,  from  an  organisation  with 
sufficient  clout  to  manage  this  Island's  eco-  i 
nomy,  to  an  organisation  designed  to  collect' 
taxes,  maintain  law  and  order  and  diminish  ' 
the  role  of  welfare  services. 

The  evidence  of  this  dismantling  b  every¬ 
where.  It  can  be  seen  in  the  reduced  role  of 
the  Minbtry  of  Finance  in  die  formulation  ' 
of  economic  policy;  the  reduced  powers  of  ‘ 
the  Monetary  Authority  in  the  formulation  ' 
of  financial  policy  and  the  regulation  of  the  | 
country's  money  supply;  the  increased  inter-  j 
ference  from  die  international  community 
in  the  management  of  Bermuda's  affairs;  ^e 
refusal  to  set  up  information  systems,  to  mon¬ 
itor  independendy  the  performance  of  the 
Bermuda  economy;  the  continued  total  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  private  sector  for  economic 
intelligence. 

Many  see  something  sinister  in  Mr.  Gibbons 
move  to  head  up  the  Monetary  Authority.  We 
see  it  merely  as  a  logical  step  in  working  out 
a  new  diminished  role  for  the  Monetary  Auth¬ 
ority,  which  will  leave  the  private  financial 
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community  free  of  unwanted  Government  in- 
terfereiwe. 

MAINTAINING  THE  STATUS  QUO 
This  is  not  to  say  that  Government  will 
have  no  influence  over  the  banking  sector  — 
Government  must  still  licence  all  banks,  de¬ 
termine  whether  or  not  a  foreign  bank  may 
operate  locally,  and  influence  the  movement 
of  funds  in  and  out  of  Bermuda. 

These  are  considerable  powers  in  theory. 
However,  without  objective  economic  criteria 
upon  which  to  baee  economic  policy,  Govem- 
rmnt  must  depend  entirely  upon  dialogue 
with  the  financial  community,  for  its  econom¬ 
ic  intelligence  and  hence,  the  formulation  of 
its  economic  policy.  It  is  this  dependence 
which  results  in  glaring  mismanagement  of 
social  policy,  as  evidenced  by  the  continuing 
housing  crises. 

if  these  assumptions  are  valid,  it  is  easy  to 
appreciate  the  importance  of  Gibbons  at  the 
head  of  the  Monetaiy  Authroity.  He  is  weal¬ 
thy,  well  connected  in  the  local  and  internat¬ 
ional  financial  communities  and  can  be  trus¬ 
ted  by  all  of  these  to  protect  their  interests. 
Gibbons  will  have  no  problem  communicating  I 
with  the  business  community  and  hence  in 
maintaining  the  status  quo. 

We  can  expect  a  formalisation  of  this  com- 1 
munication  process  through  the  selection  of ! 
the  members  of  the  Economic  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  will  also  be  headed  by  David 
Gibbons. 

COMPOSITiON  OF  COMMITTEE 
If  the  Committee  is  to  be  a  serious  moni¬ 
toring  device,  we  can  expect  it  membership  ; 
to  be  sprinkled  liberally  with  bankers,  accoun¬ 
tants  and  lawyers,  from  the  financial  commu¬ 
nity,  and  one  or  two  Union  representatives.  ^ 
If  it  is  to  be  merely  a  debating  forum  from  | 
which  to  test  public  opinion  on  controversial 
policies,  we  may  see  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  lab¬ 


our  leaders,  or  even  churchmen,  and  one  or 
two  businessmen. 

If  the  Economic  Advisory  Committee  is  to 
be  inore  thaii  an  exotic  debating  forum,  it  wiil 
need  a  sophisticated  information  system  —  a 
programme  vtith  which  Bermuda's  "enlight¬ 
ened  big  businesses  have  refused  to  cooper¬ 
ate  to  date.  Thus  the  important  clue  as  to  the 
real  pui^ose  of  the  Committee  will  be  the  role 
of  the  Statistical  Office. 

If  Gibbons  expects  his  Advisory  Committee 
to  TC  more  than  a  debating  forum,  he  will 
e^nomic  intelligence  gathered  objec¬ 
tively.  The  chief  statistician,  a  Canadian  on 
^  from  Statistics  Canada,  is  an  expert, on 
me  compilation  of  National  Accotints  and 
Balance  of  Payments  Statistics  in  a  fully  in- 
tegrated  statistical  environment  Thus,  with 
Bob  Richards  gone,  and  the  Monetary  Auth¬ 
ority  in  the  middle  of  an  extensive  re-organi¬ 
sation,  the  timing  could  not  be  better  for  pla¬ 
cing  the  Department  of  Statistics  in  a  central 
role  within  the  governmental  information  sys- 
tsm* 

In  wy  event,  if  it  is  not  planned  to  inte- 
gr^  the  compitatioh  of  balance  of  payments 
and  national  accounts  statistics,  there  can  be 
no  rwon  for  extending  the  tenure  of  the 
Caradian  chief  statistician.  The  Bermudians 
•n  tM  office  are  more  than  capable  of  manag¬ 
ing  the  growth  of  the  department  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  role. 


_  Whaler  the  outcome  of  the  current  Cab¬ 
inet  manges,  two  events  will  remain  a  mys¬ 
tery.  Firstly,  why  did  Clarence  James,  a  senior 
minister,  feel  he  was  so  much  in  need  of  guid- 
ance  from  Mr..  Gibbons,  in  his  new  role  as 
Minister  of  Finance? 


.  -  ----y  a  juiilur  min- 

wter,  not  express  a  similar  need  for  guidance 
from  Or.  James,  in  his  new  role  as  Minister  of 
Health  and  Social  Services? 
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LABOR  DISPUTES  SETTLED,  BUT  SOME  CONTRACTORS  BALK 

Telco-BIU  Pact 

Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  3  Kay  84  p  1 

{Text]  More  than  200  unionised 'workers  at  the  Bermuda  Tele¬ 

phone  Company  .last  night  ratified  a  new  two-year  wage 
agreement  Tollowing  three  months  of  what  were  described  as 
difificult  negotiations. 

Agreement  on  the  wage  pact  was  reached  by  the  two 
negotiating  teams  yesterday  afternoon  after  two  days  of 
intensive  talks. 

Telephone  Company  workers  met  at  the  Leopards  Club 
last  night  t6  ratify  the  tentative  agreement. 

"It’s  an  agreement  we  can  live  with,**  aaid  President  of 
the  Bermuda  Industrial  Union,  Mr.  Ottiwell  Simmons  MP, 
last  night,  confirming  that  ratification  had  taken  place. 

“Both  sides  sat  down  at  the  table  with  the  skills  required, 
and  after  some  difficult  areas,  we  mana^  to  find  solutions 
to  the  problems. 

fThe  negotiations  were  tough,  almost  to  the  point  of 
(puelling.**^ 

Mr,  Simmons  declined  to  reveal  details  of  fhe  agreement, 
nut  said  they  were  in  line  with  other  doHtfacts  settled  this 
■  '  '  ■  '  •  year.  '  .  •  • ,  ■ 

Generate  Manager  of  the  Telephone  Company,  Mr. 
Desmond  Walker,  last  night  confirmed  that  tentative  agree¬ 
ment  had  been  reached  after  two  days  of  talks  this  week. 
He  tdo  declined  to  reveal  details. 

“I  am  not  In  a  position  to  say  anything  at  this  time,”  he 
'said.- 

Last  night’s  ratification  of  the  new  Telco  contract  brings 
an  end  to  a  month-long  ban  on  overtime  imposed  by  un- 
ioniied  staff. 

Management  including  Mr.  Walker  were  forced  to  work 
the  switchboards  at  the  weekends  during  the  ban  to  provide 
•uninterrupted  telephone  service. 

•It  was  the  third  major  agreement  reached  this  year  by  key 
industries.  Earlier  in  the  Spring,  garage  and  construction 
workers  settled  after  going  out  on  strike. 

Construction  workers  settled  for  nine  percent  wage  in¬ 
creases  for  each  year  of  their  two-year  contract.  There  was 
also  a  2.5  percent  increase  in  benefiu. 

Garage  workers  settled  for  an  eight  percent  wage  increase 
in  the  first  year,  followed  by  a  seven  percent  wage  increase 
in  the  second  of  the  two-year  agreement.  Benefits  are  to 
increase  by  one  percent  over  two  years. 

.  Hie  only  other  major  negotiations  atill  outstanding  are 
those  for  60-odd  unionised  sUff  at  the  Bermuda  Broad¬ 
casting  Company. 

;  No  progress  has  been  reported  in  those  talks,  and  it  is 
believed  that  workers  were  last  month  demanding  a  16.9 
percent  wage  increase  in  the  first  year  alone. 
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Hamilton  THE  WORKERS  VOICE  in  English  4  May  84  p  1 
[Text] 


The  (ductance  of  certain  construction  em¬ 
ployers  to  sign  the  new  agreement,  arrived  at 
4,  1984,  between  the  Bermuda  Industr 
rial  Union  and  the  Ck>nstruction  Diviaon  of 
the  Employers*  Council,  may  create  problems 
for  the  Union,  the  employers  and  the  comm¬ 
unity  as  a  whde. 

Ihe  agreement  covers  standardized  wages 
and  firinge  benefits  for  all  UNIONISED  wor¬ 
kers  in  crmstruction.  Howevr,  there  a  num¬ 
ber  of  construction  workers  vdio  are  mem-  ' 
bers  of  the  Union  but  whose  employers  wiU 
not  sign  the  agreement 
This  was  explained  to  Workers  Voice  by 
BIU  presidoit  Brother  Ottiwell  Simmcms. 

He  told  Us  that  currently  Union  members 
are  protesting  against  the  use  of  materials  that 
are  siqrplied  by  non-unionised  firms.  SAL  is  ^ 
one  such  firm,  which  is  bdng  protested  .  So ' 
far,  said  Bro.  Ottie,  this  firm  has  refused  to 
sign  the  agreement  i 

He  said  that  unionised  workers  are  also  pro¬ 
testing  the  fact  that  some  construction  con¬ 
tractors  have  not  yet  committed  themselves 
to  the  signmg  of  the  agreement  Therefore, 
the  unionised  workers  are  platming  to  refuse 
to  work  for  these  firms  and  will  protest  lab¬ 
our  supplied  by  these  firms  on  sub-contracts, 
to  be  used  on  unionised  jobs. 

UNNECESSARY  PROBLEMS 
“The  BIU,  along  with  those  employers  who 


m  cmmnitted  to  signing  the  new  i^reement, 
have  attempted  to  persuade  the  uncmmnitted 
employers  to  s^**  said  Bro.  Ottie,  “but,  so 
far,  these  efforts  have  not  elicited  a  suMcient- 
ly  positive  respoiwe.’* 

He  said  that  ttiis  reactionary  attitude  on 
the  part  of  certain  employers  could  cauMe 
'*some  lumecessary  problems”.  Simply  be¬ 
cause,  he  said,  these  employers  want  to  under¬ 
pin  Iheir  employees,  udiile  at  the  same  time 
charging  the  Customers  the  standard  rate  for 
.labour.  “In  other  words”,  he  said,  “they  hope 
to  increase  their  profits  by  exploiting  the  wor¬ 
ker  and  the  customer.” 

Bro.  Ottie  urged  aU  workers  who  are  not 
yet  union  members  and  who  are  working  for 
non-unionised  firms,  to  join  the  BIU,  so  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  full  benefits  n^otiated  in 
the  coUeCtive  agreement 

We  learned  that  all  union  members  vdio 
ccnne  under  the  new  agreement  have  already 
received  retroactive  pay,  back-dated  to  March 
1,  1984.  They  will  be  getting  an  18%  increase 
over  the  two  year  period,  plus  improved  pen¬ 
sions,  vacations,  paid  sick  leave  and  other 
benefits. 

He  said  that  it  is  expected  that  the  new  col¬ 
lective  agreement  will  be  signed  next  week 
and  that  contractors  should  check  with  the 
Ethplbyeis*  Council  and  ttie  BIU  for  further 
details. 


CSO:  3298/885 


COUIJTRY  SECTION 


BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 

SWAN  ON  U.S.  TAX  Premier  the  Hon.  John  Swan  said  on  Friday  he  waa  confident 
that  the  US  Congress  would  not  make  tax  changes  which  could  affect  business 
in  Bermuda.  Speaking  at  a  meeting  of  Ameco  Mutual  shareholders  at  the  South¬ 
ampton  Princess,  which  was  attended  by  lAO  delegates  flown  In  from  the  US, 

Mr.  Swan  noted  that  It  was  still  not  clear  whether  Congress  would  Increase 
the  Federal  Excise  Tax  or  take  other  measures  to  force  "off  shore"  corporations 
back  on-shore".  "It  is  still  not  clear  If  these  proposals  will  become  law. 
However,  I  can  assure  you  that  the  Bermuda  Government  has  been  active  In 
making  representations  to  those  concerned  that  these  Draconian  measures  will 
be  counter  productive.  "I  feel  confident  that  we  will  be  able  to  escape  the 
pressures  to  reduce  national  deficits  by  placing  unfair  burdens  on  small  and 
friendly  countries  such  as  Bermuda.  I  feel  absolutely  sure  that  an  appeal 
for  fair  treatment  for  Bermuda  will  prevail."  He  described  the  members  of 
the  Bermuda  insurance  community  as  a  club  which  had  worked  with  Government  to 
make  sure  Bermuda  had  maintained  and  Increased  its  reputation.  [Text] 

[Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  In  English  21  Hay  84  p  3] 

RISE  IN  IMPORTS — Bermuda  imported  goods  valued  at  more  than  $377  million  dol¬ 
lars  last  year  up  7.6  percent  on  1982 — according  to  the  Customs'  Imports  and 
Exports  annual  report  published  at  the  weekend.  The  report  provides  a  com¬ 
prehensive  account  of  the  Island's  trade  In  goods  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
during  1983.  The  United  States  was  the  biggest  supplier  accounting  for  56 
percent  of  the  total  imports  follov/ed  by  the  Ketherland  Antilles  (12Z),  the 
United  Kingdom  (8%),  Canada  (6%)  and  Japan  (5%).  Tlie  biggest  imports,  food, 
drink,  and  tobacco,  were  up  by  7.25  percent,  and  grossed  $76.3  million.  Other 
highlights  in  the  report  were;  fuel  up  6  percent  ($53.9  million),  and  finished 
manufactures  up  7.25  percent  ($46.2  million).  The  total  exports  of  goods— 
never  a  large  item  in  Bermuda's  external  trade  account,  according  to  Covern- 
ment—rose  by  31  percent  in  1983,  grossing  $22.7  million.  [Text]  [Hamilton  THE 
ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  28  May  84  p  9] 
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guerreiro,  others  opine  on  debt  moratorium,  renegotiation 

5  No  Moratorium  Seen  Necessary 

Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  In  Portuguese  5  Jun  84  p  29 

[T^xt]  Yesterday,  After  a  2-fi6ur  meeting  at  Planalfo  Palace  with  Ministers 
Delflm  Netto  and  Ernane  Galvea,  Foreign  Ministry  Saralva  Guerrelro  reiterated 
that  Brazil  Is  not  consldetlng  declaring  "even  a  partial"  moratotlum  and  that. 
In  this  connection.  It  will  not  be  Influenced  by  unilateral  decisions  of  other 
countries  who  make  Such  a  decision.  The  foreign  minister  claimed  that  Brazil 
is  not  in  such  an  extreme  predicament,  also  stressing  that  he  had  never  had 
any  dlsagreemfents  with  the  planning  minister  regarding  the  Issue  of  Brazil's 
foreign  debt . 

At  the  meeting  the  main  positions  to  be  u^pheld  by  Brazil  with  the  other  debtor 
countries  were  debated.  The  government's  position  will  consist  of  an  expansion 
upon  the  communique  Issued  2  weeks  ago.  The  foreign  minister  was  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  the  stance  is  rational  and  conscious,  and  should  make  an  impression 
on  the  seven  developed  countries  that  will  be  meeting  in  London. 

Frcm  the  creditor  copntries.  Foreign  Minister  Saraiva  Guerrelro  said  that  he 
anticipates  a  positiva  reaction  and  a  joint  reflection  on  the  problems  that 
will  be  arriving  oyer  tha  medium  and  long  teW.  According  to  ^he  foreign 
minister,  this  does  not  mean  that  the  debtor  countries  should  not  foster  tbe 
reedjusta^tit  of  their  ecOnoi^es,  as  in  the  case  of  Brazil,  something  that 
might  occur  regardless  of  thie  agreement  with  the  IMF;  and  he  noted  that  the 
developed  countries  and  those  still  developing  have  their  economies  inexorably 
linked. 

The  foreign  minister  commented  that  other  Latin  American  countries  might  take 
part  in  the  meeting,  and  cited  as  a  feature  of  mutual  interest  the  reduction 
in  interest  rates,  the  opening  of  markets  and  the  extension  of  the  periods  for 
payment. 

The  Letter 

The  heads  of  government  of  the  seven  richest  nations  in  the  world  are  receiv¬ 
ing  a  letter  today  from  the  presidents  of  the  Republic  of  Brazil,  Mexico, 
Argentina  apd  Colombia.  The  letter  will  be  sent  by  the  ambassadors  of  those 
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four  Latin  American  countries  to  the  capitals  pf  the  Industrialized  nations. 
Only  one  of  them  will  be  delivered  personally:  the  one  to  Margaret  Thatcher. 

The  letter  calls  attention  to  the  terms  of  a  document  that  will  be  annexed: 
the  official  note  released  on  19  Itey  by  Brasilia,  Buenos  Aires,  Bogota  and 
Mexico  City,  explaining  the  difficulties  faced  by  the  Latin  American  countries 
In  paying  their  respective  foreign  debts.  According  to  the  Itamaraty  spokes¬ 
man,  Minister  Bernardo  Perlcas,  the  text  of  the  letter  may  not  be  disclosed 
until  tomorrow. 

The  meeting  that  the  Latin  American  countries  will  hold  to  debate  their  foreign 
debt  problems  Is  to  be  postponed  until  the  period  from  20  to  22  June.  Bogota 
was  definitely  excluded  as  the  site  for  the  meeting. 

Banker  Approves  Renegotiation  Strategy  ; 

Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  In  Portuguese  5  Jun  84  p  30 

[Text]  The  executive  director  for  the  International  area  of  the  Itau  Bank, 
Sergio  Silva  de  Freitas,  considers  the  Initiative  that  Brazil  and  other  Latin 
American  countries  are  carrying  out  to  alert  the  creditors  to  the  risks  entail¬ 
ed  by  high  Interest  rates  to  be  of  major  Importance.  This  move  by  the  debtors 
Is  Important,  primarily  because  It  could  motivate  the  various  social  sectors 
of  the  creditor  countries  and  enable  Brazil,  In  the  future,  to  obtain  better 
terms  for  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

Freitas  remarked:  "I  am  not  an  apologist  for  a  unilateral  solution  to  the 
foreign  debt  problems,  mainly  because  1  don't  think  that  this  would  lead  to 
an  effective  solution.  But  we  need  to  assume  a  political  attitude  toward  the 
debt."  Only  with  an  effort  In  that  direction  will  It  be  possible  to  gain 
permanent  mechanisms  for  dealing  with  the  debt  problem  and  combating  the 
atmosphere  of  uncertainty  on  the  International  financial  market. 

According  to  the  director  of  Itau,  any  solution  for  ending  the  uncertainties 
must  Involve  the  U.S.  Federal  Reserve  (Fed),  but  does  not  depend  on  that 
entity  alone.  Other  areas  must  be  motivated,  such  as  the  Congress  and  the 
public;  and.  In  that  sense,  the  meeting  of  foreign  ministers  from  Latin 
American  countries  could  prove  very  significant. 

Vhat  Has  Changed 

The  Itau  director  claims  that  Itamaraty 's  entry  Into  the  strategy  for  negoti¬ 
ating  the  foreign  debt  should  not  cause  any  significant  change  In  the  criteria 
for  negotiating  that  have  already  been  adopted.  Freitas  commented:  "We  have 
been  renegotiating  for  2  years,  and  we  are  not  paying  anything.  Telling  the 
creditors  that  we  cannot  pay  will  be  nothing  new.- 

"I  think  that  the  renegotiation  strategy  adopted  to  date  by  Brazil  Is  quite 
suitable  and  should  not  be  changed.  We  must  continue  to  expend  efforts  to 
adjust  the  economy,  and  this  Is  the  only  thing  that  the  creditors  demand. 
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They  are  not  going  to  require  that  we  pay  now,  because  they  realize  that  we  are 
not  in  a  position  to  pay.” 

According  to  Freitas 9  Itamaraty^s  participation  in  the  negotiations  is  very 
important  from  a  political  standpoint  and  will  provide  the  country  with  better 
conditions  for  showing  the  creditors  the  degree  of  sacrifice  that  it  is  ready 
to  make.  He  added:  "In  this  respect,  Itamaraty  appears  to  be  used  inainly  as 
an  instrument  for  attack,  to  divert  attention  from  the  eh^y." 

'Wounds' 

"Not  to  pay  an^hing  for  5  years."  That  shouid  be  Brazil's  negotiating  posi¬ 
tion  (in  the  opinion  of  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Sad  Patilb  State  Federation 
of  Industries  [FIESP],  Paulo  Francini)  during  the  meeting  of  the  four  creditor 
countries  in  Bogota  on  15  June.  He  claims  that  this  position  is  the  personal 
idea  of  the  former  president  of  the  Central  Bank,  Paulo  Lira,  and  that  it  is 
the  most  viable  one  for  enabling  the  country  to  redoyer  from  the "wounds  that 
it  has  been  suffering  from  in  recent  years." 

According  to  Paulo  Francini,  after  the  proposal  has  been  stated,  the  country 
should  discuss  the  interest  and  the  payment  of  the  principal  per  se.  He 
maintained  that,  for  the  government  to  hold  that  position',  it  would  have  to 
be  bhcked  by  full  support  from  the  Society.  ' 

Penna:  Exports  Determine  Repayment  ' 

Sao  Paiilo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  in  Portuguese  31  May  84  p  24 

[Text]  Yesterday,  in  Sao  Paulo,  the  minister  of  industry  and  commerce,  Camllo 
Penna,  claimed:  "Brazil's  foreign  debt  can  be  paid  only  with  exports  of  goods 
and  services.  The  cteditor  countries  are  concerned  about  collecting  from  us, 
but  are  not  Interested  in  purchasing." 

He  claimed  that,  to  avoid  a  breakdo'iim  in  relations.  It  is’ essential  that,  at 
the  forthcoming  meeting  iii  London,  the  "sSven  greats"  also  be  subjected  to 
disciplinie,  with  greater  austerity  and  more  restrictions  in  the  monetary  bud¬ 
gets.  According  to  the  minister,  those  rules  should  be  dictated  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  or  any  other  similar  intCrnstlonal  organization, 
so  as  not  to  create  unsolvable  conditions  for  the  debtor  countries. 

Exports  of  manufactures  are  showing  a  good  performance;  however,  the  funds 
accrued  are  insufficient  to  pay  even  the  service  on  the  Brazilian  foreign 
debt.  The  minister  of  Industry  and  commerce  gave  a  reminder  that, "The 
therapy  is  racesslve,  and  could  work  for  awhile,  maybe  1  or  2  years.  The 
inflationary  process  is  being  transferred  from  the  internal  to  the  external 
sector."  , 

Camilo  Penna  declared  that  Brazil  heeds  to  export  larger  numbers  Of  ready-made 
clothing,  footwear  and  aircraft,  which  have  a  greater  value  added.  As  for 
the  contingencies  imposed  on  Brazilian  steel  with  respedt  to  the  United  States 
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market,  he  said:  "We  are  attempting  to  gain  time  in  the  search  for  a  precarious 
balance  until  the  elections  take  place  In  the  U.S." 

Interest 

According  to  the  vice  president  of  BANESPA  [Sao  Paulo  State  Bank],  Gilberto 
Bupas,  the  capitalization  of  part  or  even  all  of  the  Interest,  as  has  been 
suggested  in  some  proposals  for  renegotiating  the  foreign  debt,  will  not 
solve  the  problems  of  Brazil's  accounts.  Based  on  his  calculations  and  projec¬ 
tions,  that  measure  would  represent  only  the  postponement  of  the  problems, 
which  would  return  more  seriously  In  the  future. 

He  claims  that  the  only  solution  is  the  negotiation  (If  necessary,  the  Impo¬ 
sition)  of  a  5-year  no-lnsurance  period  and  the  establishment  of  a  fixed 
Interest  rate  of  about  6  percent  per  year,  leaving  to  the  bankers  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  administering  "their  losses  or  decline  In  profitability."  With 
those  measures,  if  one  accepts  that  Brazil's  exports  Increase  at  the  rate  of 
11  percent  per  year  and  imports  Increase  3  percent,  the  foreign  debt  would  be 
cut  to  $80  billion  by  1989.  Accepting  the  fact  that  the  rates  remain  In  the 
12.6  percent  bracket  and  that  exports  and  Imports  progress  In  accordance  with 
the  foregoing  hypothesis,  the  mere  capitalization  of  the  Interest  would  raise 
the  foreign  debt  to  a  bracket  of  $120  billion,  worsening  the  burden  of  Its 
service . 

Joint  Note 

Yesterday,  at  the  War  College  in  Rio,  the  head  of  the  Brazilian  Association  of 
Commercial  Banks,  Cello  Borja,  commented:  "The  United  States,  which  has  world¬ 
wide  responsibilities,  cannot  raise  Interest  rates  without  considering  the 
effects  thereof  on  the  international  economy."  He  supported  the  note  from 
the  governments  of  Brazil,  Argentina,  Mexico  and  Colombia  against  the  present 
international  financial  system. 

However,  the  former  head  of  the  Chamber  stressed  that  a  unilateral  position 
would  not  bring  about  positive  effects  even  if  It  were  adopted  In  a  bloc. 

"Every  time  this  position  has  been  assumed,  the  result  has  been  increased 
poverty." 

The  renegotiation  of  the  foreign  debt  with  the  International  financial  system 
Is  regarded  as  essential  by  the  members  of  the  Superior  Economic  Council  of 
the  Sao  Paulo  State  Federation  of  Industries.  "In  fact,  the  creditors  don't 
have  much  choice,"  commented  the  chairman  of  the  entity,  Luis  Eulallo  de 
Bueno  Vldigal  Filho. 

The  council's  proposal  is  not  to  make  the  real  transfer  of  Income,  but  only 
the  difference  between  the  net  balance  In  the  trade  balance  and  the  services 
(royalties ,  for  example) ,  excluding  the  debt  service ;  and  what  is  left  over 
from  that  balance  should  be  capitalized  and  paid  within  5  years.  That  method, 
applied  to  this  year,  would  transfer  $7  billion  instead  of  $11  billion,  as  In 
the  current  estimate;  and,  as  Vldigal  remarks:  "The  country  would  not  be  send¬ 
ing  its  domestic  revenue  abroad." 
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He  gives  a  reminder  that  there  is  already  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  inter¬ 
national  financial  community  of  the  needs  for  the  debtors  to  pay  the  interest, 
adding  that  the  European  banks  are  already  counting  Brazil  as  being  hurt, 

"which  reinforces  tremendously  the  advantage  of  those  upholding  renegotiation." 

This  position  is  associated  with  yet  another  issue  debated  by  the  council 
yesterday :  the  partial  release  from  control  of  Imports  proposed  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  According  to  Vidigal,  it  is  "absolutely  risky,  not  only  for  industry 
but  also  for  the  trade  balance,  to  waste  all  the  effort  expended  during  the 
past  3  years  to  substitute  for  imports." 

In  addition,  there  was  a  another  discussion  of  the  question  of  reactivating 
the  economy.  On  this  point,  the  council  again  concluded  that  the  Increase 
in  Industrial  production  which  occurred  this  year  was  due  almost  exclusively 
to  exports;  because  commerce  and  agriculture  did  not  have  the  same  performance. 
Vidigal  admits,  however,  that  indirect  effects' of  the  growth  could  occur  on  the 
domestic  market  slowly. 

Inflation 

The  chairman  of  FIESP  acknowledges  the  fact  that  industry  has  had  a  greater 
effect  this  month  on  the  8.9  percent  inflation.  He  recalls  that  Industry 
had  little  Influence  on  the  inflation  index  during  the  past  12  months,  while 
its  average  prices  rose  170  percent,  in  comparison  with  235  percent  inflation. 
In  May,  however,  he  admits  that  the  effect  increased  to  12  percent,  as  opposed 
to  7  percent  during  the  previous  months.  In  his  opinion,  the  reasons  for  this 
greater  effect  are:  the  30  percent  rise  in  the  price  of  steel  plate  during 
April,  the  disagreements  among  the  metal  workers  and  the  rise  in  the  minimum 
wage. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRAZIL 


ARMS  SALES  MANUFACTURERS,  COSTS,  MARKETS  REPORTED 

Rio  de  Janeiro  JORNAL  DO  BRASIL  in  Portuguese  2  Jun  84  p  13 

[Text]  Sao  Paulo — ^Most  of  the  exports  of  the  Brazilian  weapons  Industry. are 
made  for  cash,  with  immediate  receipt  in  dollars.  Sales  on  installments  occur 
only  when  the  purchaser  becomes  traditional,  as  in  the  case  of  Iraq,  which  is 
continuing  to  purchase  light  armored  vehicles  on  wheels  from  ENGESA  [Special¬ 
ized  Engineers,  Inc],  and  which  recently  closed  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
six  Astros  units,  multiple  rocket  launchers  manufactured  by  Avlbras. 

The  Brazilian  weaponry  products  are  well  priced  on  the  International  market, 
and  this  year  exports  of  them  should  amount  to  about  $800  million.  But  there 
are  definite  orders,  with  deliveries  planned  for  the  next  few  years,  totaling 
$2  billion.  The  prices  of  the  Brazilian  weaponry  products  vary  from  $4,000 
to  $6,000  (for  each  bomb  or  rocket  unit),  going  as  high  as  $20  million  (for 
an  Astros  unit,  with  options).  According  to  the  heads  of  the  sector  themselves, 
the  national  weapons  company  has  procured  an  industrial  production  scale  on 
the  basis  of  foreign  sales. 

The  weapons  Industry  is  solving  its  major  problem:  the  development  of  new  types 
of  technology  at  its  research  centers,  from  which  will  emerge,  in  the  near 
future,  new  products  for  the  national  Armed  Forces  and  for  export. '  Its  research 
centers  spend  over  $150  million  per  year.  The  development  and  production  of 
the  first  prototype  of  the  Osorio  (ENGESA* s  heavy  tank  on  tracks)  alone,  for 
example,  is  costing  $50  million. 

The  new  Brazilian  missile,  the  Piranha,  should  be  on  the  market  next  year.  It 
is  the  result  of  technology  developed  at  the  Aerospace  Technical  Center  and 
has  been  negotiated  with  D.F.  Vasconcelos  for  industrial  production. 

Sales  of  Brazilian  weapons  now  reach  50  countries  of  South  America,  Africa  and 
the  Middle  East.  ENGESA  has  negotiated  with  nearly  all  the  South  American 
countries  with  the  exception  of  Argentina,  with  African  countries  and,  in 
particular,  with  those  of  the  Middle  East.  Negotiations  are  also  under  way 
with  China. 

EMBRAER  [Brazilian  Aeronautics  Company]  is  increasing  its  participation  in 
the  EMBRAER  Aircraft  Corporation,  with  headquarters  in  the  United  States, 
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which  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  company's  exports.  To  date,  EMBRAER  has 

In  Chile,  nine  Xavantes  in  Paraguay,  11  Xavantes 
in  Argentina,  five  Bandeirantes  for  civilian  and  military  transport  in  Uruguay 
and  eight  Tucanos  for  military  training  in  Honduras. 

Avibras  has  been  exporting  to  the  Middle  East  for  over  5  years,  also  selling 
to  South  American  countries.  D.F.  Vasconcelos  exports  bombs  and  rockets, 

pri^rily  to  South  America  and  the  Middle  East.  The  prices  of  the  weaponry 
products  are: 


EMBRAER: 

®  trainirig  and  guerrilla  combat  plane:  $1.2  million. 

EMBRAER  sells  the  aircraft  without  equipment.  The  Tucano  can  carry  1,500 
kilograms  of  weapons,  representing  an  additional  cost  of  over  $150,000  to 
the  purchaser. 

Xingu  -!•  a  military  training  plane  for  executive  use  as  well:  $2.25  million. 
France  purchased  40  units  of  this  aircraft  for  military  training. 

AMX  -  a  military  combat  jet  which  will  be  on  the  market  starting  in  1987. 
Current  price:  $10.5  million. 


Bandeirante  -  for  military  transport:  $1.85  million. 

Patrol  Bandeirante  -  $3.8  million.  Its  special  radar  alone  costs  $700,000. 
ENGESA; 


“  Urutu,  Cascavel  and  Jararaca,  priced  from  $450*000 
to  $700,000,  depending  on  the  options  that  the  purchaser  wants  to  Install 
in  the  vehicle,  such  as  visor  for  night  vision,  laser  equipment,  telemeter 

^distance  gage)  and  the  various  types  of  weapons,  ranging  from  machine  guns 
to  cannons.  !  -  ° 


Avibras : 


Astros  -  multiple  rocket  launcher,  with  computerized  firing  guide.  Costs 
$10  million.  Its  price  could  double  with  the  options. 


Rockets  and  bombs  -  manufactured  by  Avibras  and  D.F.  Vasconcelos.  Each  unit 

$5,000.  The  sales  are  made  in  lots,  based  upon  the 

client's  interest. 


Bernardlnl ; 


Tamoio  -  medium  tank  on  tracks,  costing  from  $650,000 
on  the  options. 


to  $800*000,  depending 


2909 

CSO:  3342/112 


77 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRAZIL 


NAVAL  WAR  TRAINING  MANEUVERS  OFF  SOUTHERN  COAST  DESCRIBED 

Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  in  Portuguese  3  Jun  84  p  5 

[Text]  "Enemy  forces  are  attempting  to  install  a  nuclear  missile  base  on  a 
Brazilian  island."  This  was  the  general  alert  marking  the  final  phase  of  the 
naval  maneuvers  held  during  the  past  2  weeks  by  the  Navy  in  the  southern  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country.  Operation  Temperex  consisted  of  Intensive  training  to 
prepare  the  fleets  for  a  possible  real  war.  Including  a  squadron  made  up  of 
11  ships,  two  submarines  and  the  aircraft  carrier  "Minas  Gerais."  A  total  of 
4,400  men  were  mobilized. 

Based  on  this  alert,  a  veritable  war  operation  was  mounted,  in  which  only  the 
firing  was  simulated.  The  enemy  force,  the  "White,"  had  departed  from  Parana- 
gua,  carrying  a  group  of  strategic  components,  arid  the  function  of  the  other 
force,  called  the  "Black,"  was  to  intercept  and  destroy  the  carrier  vessel, 
if  possible,  to  destroy  the  base,  as  well  as  everything  standing  In  the  way 
of  the  mission's  success. 

The  maneuvers  of  this  "electronic  war"  were  closely  monitored  by  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  squadron.  Vice  Adm  Luis  Leal  Ferreira,  the  Judge  for  the  exer¬ 
cises.  In  the  end,  he  explained,  "It  doesn't  matter  who  wins  the  battle.  The 
Important  thing  is  the  observations  made,  and  the  failures  and  successes 
noted." 

Electronics 

During  the  entire  operation,  the  greatest  of  care  was  taken  with  the  electron¬ 
ic  equipment,  because  it  is  through  the  pickup  of  those  signals  that  an  air¬ 
craft,  a  submarine  or  even  an  enemy  warship  can  be  detected.  As  Vlce-Adm 
Luis  Leal  Ferreira  explains,  a  failure  during  that  phase  could  prove  fatal, 
and  there  is  a  great  concern  for  training  the  crews  In  the  handling  of  this 
sophisticated  electronic  apparatus: 

"Electronics  has  reached  such  a  high  degree  of  sophistication  that  it  demands 
that  we  seamen  be  virtually  electronic  technicians,  because  the  importance  and 
value  of  the  equipment  on  a  warship  are  so  great.  We  may  not  have  all  the 
equipment  that  we  would  like  to  have,  but  we  are  in  a  position  to  adapt  to 
the  most  sophisticated  equipment  within  a  very  short  period  of  time." 
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However,  the  maneuvers  were  not  limited  merely  to  the  use  of  electronic  equip- 
A  war  operation  was  mounted,  with  drills  to  detect  aircraft  and  subma¬ 
rines,  and  the  transfer  of  light  cargo  from  one  ship  to  another,  with  a  view 
toward  preparations  for  the  "big  war"  that  was  to  be  waged  on  the  way  back. 

The  fleet  was  divided  into  the  "Black"  and  "White,"  two  adversaries  with  well- 
defined  targets. 

The  Maneuvers 


The  White  squadron  left  Paranagua  with  three  destroyers  and  one  frigate, 
protecting  a  carrier  vessel  which  was  supposed  to  be  bringing  strategic 
material  for  the  construction  of  an  atomic  missile  base  on  a  fictitious  Island 
indicated  only  on  the  officers'  maps.  The  mission  of  the  "Black"  was  to 
prevent  the  shipment  from  reaching  the  site.  For  this  purpose,  it  would 
have  to  destroy  the  carrier  ship  and,  if  possible,  the  base  Itself.  Further¬ 
more,  to  carry  out  the  mission,  the  "Black"  squadron  had  permission  to  destroy 
any  obstacle  that  might  prove  disruptive.  That  fleet  was  considerably  larger. 
In  addition  to  the  aircraft  carrier "Minas  Gerais,"  it  had  two  frigates,  three 
destroyers,  a  submarine  and  an  office  ship. 

Obviously,  nothing  was  destroyed  in  that  operation.  What  occurred  was  the 
detection  and  simulation  of  firing.  And  who  won  the  war?  Vice  Adm  Luis  Leal 
Ferreira  explains: 

"The  operations  are  being,  closely  monitored,  and  the  commander  in  chief  is  the 
judge.  Hence,  it  is  he  who  determines  the  winner.  However,  it  is  of  ho 
concern  to  us  who  will  win  the  battle.  We  are  more  concerned  about  observing 
the  action  of  the  two  forces ,  and  whether  it  was  in  keeping  with  the  pre- 
established  procedures." 

Surprises  can  occur  in  such  operations ,  such  as  that  involving  the  submarine 
which  emerged  beside  the  aircraft  carrier  "Minas  Gerais,"  during  a  recent 

J'^st  to  dfitect  it.  In  a  war,  this  could  have  been  fatal,  because  air¬ 
ports  are  always  the  main  target. 

The  vice  admiral  explains:  "When  this  happens,  we  learn  several  lessons,  and 
the  main  one  is  that  we  need  to  train  our  personnel  more.  Sometimes  a  subma¬ 
rine  even  penetrates  oiir  formation,  because  we  lack  the  ability  to  detect  it; 
or  there  is  failure  on  the  part  of  personnel  or  equipment,  or  even  a  clever¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  the  submarine  commander.  In  the  latter  instance,  it  is 
to  his  credit . " 

The  sighting  of  submarines  is  a  constant  concern,  owing  to  the  potential 
threat  that  they  represent.  For  this  purpose,  the  ships  have  sophisticated 
electronic  equipment  which  even  detects  conversations  and  other  noise  aboard. 
But  there  is  the  opposite  as  well :  the  submarines  are  also  well  equipped , 
and  this  increases  the  Importance  of  the  detection  and  the  care  not  to  emit 
electronic  signals  that  would  facilitate  identification. 
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Oil 


With  the  discoveries  of  oil  bn  the  ocean  platfonut  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  responsibility  of  the  Navy,  which  already  had  protection  from  Brazil's 
immense  coast.  Hence,  there  has  been  specific  training  to  protect  the  oil 
yells  in  the  event  of  war. 

Acknowledging  the  fact  that  the  oil-bearing  platforms  are  "an  immense  resource, 
particularly  during  a  war,"  Vice  Adm  Luis  Leal  Ferreira  reports  that  this 
defense  has  been  assigned  to  the  commanders  of  the  naval  districts,  but  that 
the  squadron  cooperates  in  the  exercises  that  are  held.  He  claims  that  the 
{Platform  defense  technique  is  still  controversial  among  the  leading  navies  of 
the  world : 

"We  are  attempting  to  create  our  own  techniques  and  procedures  for  protecting 
our  platform,  but  this  depends  greatly  on  the  type  of  threat  against  it.  In 
the  event  that  techniques  are  adopted  using  frogmen  or  subversive  methods, 
the  patrolling  would  have  to  be  done  by  a  local  surveillance  group,  using 
smaller  ships;  now  if  it  were  an  attack  by  submarine,  we  would  have  to  have 
an  antisubmarine  patrol  in  the  region.  Therefore,  it  depends  on  the  kind  of 
threat,  and  people  will  sense  that  only  if  there  is  action  taken  against  them. 
Then  they  would  discern  the  best  way  of  defending  the  platform." 

This  Increase  in  responsibility  should  also  entail  further  Investments  to  equip 
the  Navy.  "It  is  our  Intention  to  have  it  expanded  considerably,  based  upon 
our  requirements  and  the  length  of  our  coast,"  explains  Vice  Adm  Luis  Leal 
Ferreira,  who  goes  on  to  say: 

"However,  we  realize  that  this  is  a  time  for  restraint  and  limitations.  The 
country  is  experiencing  a  difficult  phase  which  Is,  fortunately,  temporary; 

3  or  4  years  hence,  we  expect  it  to  be  at  a  normal  pace.  At  the  moment,  the 
Navy  is  suffering  from  those  consequences,  and  we  realize  that  we  have  to 
suffer  those  consequences." 

Even  with  these  problems,  two  modern  corvettes  are  being  built,  as  well  as  a 
School  ship  and  a  hospital  ship,  for  the  Amazon  region.  An  agreement  was 
recehtly  signed  with  Germany  for  the  construction  of  two  submarines,  one  in 
Brazil  and  the  other  in  that  country,  simultaneously.  In  the  opinion  of  Vice 
Adm  Luis  Leal  Ferreira,  this  is  very  Important,  because  "There  can  no  longer 
be  respectable  Armed  Forces  which  are  dependent  oh  foreign  countries."  And 
he  continues : 

"Today,  any  country  must  build  most  of  its  weaponry  equipment,  because  when 
the  time  comes  that  we  need  it,  we  cannot  remain  dependent  on  supplies  from 
abroad.  So,  naval  construction  fits  into  this  context,  and  our  own  technology 
is  essential  to  our  being  considered  Armed  Forces  deserving  of  that  name." 

2909 
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CHIEF  MINISTER  I^ILS  ISLANDS*  MEMBERSHIP  IN  ECtA 


Road  Town  THE  ISLAND  SUN  in  English  28  Apr  84  pp  12,  14 

[Address  delivered  by  the  Honorable  Chief  Minister  Cyril  B.  Romney  on  the 
occasiqn  of  the  British  Virgin  Islands  to  associate  membership  in  the  United 
Nations  Ecoriomic  Co^ssion  for  Latin  America;  date  , and  "place  not  specified] 


[Text] 

t  Mr.  Chairman, .  Distinguished 
Delegates,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men- 

It  is  an  honour  for  me  to 
adchess  you  on  the  occasion 
of  the  accession  of  the  Bri* 
tish  Virgin  Islands  to  Assoc¬ 
iate  Membership  in  the  pres¬ 
tigious  body  of  the  United 
Nations  Economic  Com¬ 
mission  for  Latin  America. 
The  presence  here  today 
is  indicative  of  our  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  importance  of  re- 
^onal  I  co-operation  for  our 
individud  growth,  through 
.  the  punmt  of  functional  ' 
-  mechanisms  for  common  ser¬ 
vices,  cO-operation  and  some 
degree  of  regional  integm- 
'tion.  At  the  outset,  I  would 
ask  you  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
aside  from  the  fact  that  the 
territory  of  the  British  Virgin 
Islands  falls  within  the  .geo¬ 
graphic  scope  of  the  Com¬ 
mission,  our  goals  and  aspira¬ 
tions  are  hot  unlike  those  of 
the  majority  of  Member 
countries.  These  are,  Mr. 
Chairman:- 

(a)  to  improve  the  qxiality 
of  life  for  all  '  our  citizens 
through  the  pmrsuit  of  .full 
emplo3rment  objectives; 


(b)  to  control  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  exploitation  of  our 
natural  resources  for  the 
benefit  of  the  indigenous 
population; 

^  (c)  to  provide  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  native  investment 
through  the  encouragement 
of  individual  effort  and  joint 
ventures  between  local  and 
:  foreign  investors; 

(d)  to  huiintain  a  stable, 

:  peaceful  and  harmonious 
society  wherein  all  of  the  a- 
hove  may  be  safely  and 
quietly  aclheved. 

In  reeb^tion  of  the  ihi- 
portahee  placed  on  economic 
co-operafiOh  for  develop- 
•  ment,  the  British  Virg^  b- 
'  lands  has  made  several,  over¬ 
tures,  largely  on  our  intia- 
tive,  with  a  view  to  entering 
both  r^onal  and  inter¬ 
national  organisations.  Last 
November  a  request  was 
ihade  throtigh  the  British 
Government  for  Associate 
Membership  in  UNESCO. 
This  request,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  was  successful  and  my 
Ministry  is  cunently  examin¬ 
ing  ways  and  means  to  make 
the  new  relationship  an  effec- 
i^tive  one.  Closer  to  home,  we 


have  just  been  informed  that 
the  Organisation  of  Eastern 
Caribbean '  States  has  ap¬ 
proved  our  request  for  Assoc¬ 
iate  Membership  which 
would  entitle  us  -ijo  full 
participation  in  the  Econo¬ 
mic  Affaits  Committee  and  J 
to  meetings  of  the  Authority  ’ 
of  fiiat  Body  as  appropriate. 
Last  February  for  the  first 
time  in  the  seven 'years,  of 
the  existence  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  based  Caribbean 
Group  for  Co-operation  in 
Economic  Development,  a 
special  meeting  was  convened 
for  the  BVI  to  discuss  its 
country  memorandum  and 
development  project  list  with 
development  aid  donmrs.  Mr. 
Chairman,  these  are  '  jUst 
some  of  our  major  efforts 
aimed  at  stimulating  greater 
'involvement  in  the  wider 
political  economy  of  the  re¬ 
gion.  At  this  point  I  must 
acknowledge  with  great  ap-' 
preciation,  the  guidance  and 
assistance-  in  these  en-. 
deavours  received  firom  the 
UNDP  and  other  agencies 
both  on  a  formal  and  an  in¬ 
formal  basis.  I  must  also 
express  my  appreciation  to 
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the  Government  of  the  • 
United  Kingdom  for  todlita- 
ting  the  placement  of  oiu 
,  request  on  the  Agenda  of  this 
session  of  ECLA. 

1  note  that  the  agenda 
provides  for  consideration  of 
the  implementation  of  an  in¬ 
ternational  development 
strategy  and  I  am  aware  that 
much  discussion  has  taken 
place  on  this  yital  subject. 
Nevertheless,  I  call  on  fellow 
delegates,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
'pay  spedal  attention  to  the 
unique  problenu!  of  micro 
states  such  as  the  British 
Vir^  Islands.  I  am  aware 
of  the  tendency  to  consider 
all  Caribbean  territories  as 
small,  but  smallness  assumes 
a  new  dimension  when  con¬ 
sidered  in  reference  to  a  ter¬ 
ritory  such  as  mine,  with 
12,000  people  scattaed  a- 
mong  40  islands  and  cays 
that  together  aggregate  59 
square  i^es  of  land  spread 
over  1000  square  miles  of 
ocean,  eidsri^  within  hail¬ 
ing  distance  ot  an  affluent 
US  territory  wd  visiteji  by 
some  200,000  predominjmtly 
US  tourists  a  year.  Sudi  a 
milieu  surely  calls  for  un¬ 
usual  strategies  to  achieve  a 
balanced  economy  in  which 
the  benefits  of  dollars  spent 
accrue  in  fair  proportions  to 
the  nationals  as  well  as  the 
investors  who  serve  this  parti¬ 
cularly  demanding  clientele. 
Naturally,  several  spurious  in¬ 
dications  are  in  evidence  in 
an  economy  such  as  that  of 
the  British  Virgin  Islands, 
the  most  bothersome  being 
i  a  relatively  high  per  capita 


income  estimated  to  b^in  ex¬ 
cess  of  $4000.  This  figure, 
while  admirable  on  the  one 
hand,  tends,  on  the  other,  to 
obscure  factors  such  as  com¬ 
paratively  low  levels  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  limited  health 
facilities  which  are  obviously 
in  need  of  urgent  attention. 
Tbese  are  matters  which  I 
hope  that  a  forum  such  as 
ECLA  vrill  address  in  de- . 
^liberatiops  relating  to  plan- 
'  ning  and  economic  develop¬ 
ment. 

And  now  to  turn  briefly 
to  another  subject,  I  feel 
that  the  simultaneous  tabling  , 
of  the  applications  by  the 
BVI  and  USVI  for  Associate 
Membership  in  ECLA  is  more 
than  mere  co-incidence.  I  do 
not  wish  to  pre-empt  my  fel- 
16w  Virgin  Islander,  but  I  feel 
compelled,  nevertheless,  to 
make  mention  of  the  long 
standing  relationship  that  has 
for  many  generations  existed 
between  the  two  territories. 
Indeed  we  both  agree  that 
the  difference  between  both 
sets  of  Virens  ^  to  a  large 
extent  superficikl,  in  that  a- 
bout  60%  of  the  native  pop- 
■  ulation  of  the  USVI  is  of  BVI 
extraction.  Furthermore, 
during  the  inter-war  and 
many  of  the  post-war  years, 
the  economy  of  the  BVI  de¬ 
pended  on  the  USVI  for  its 
very  survival  and  whUe  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  the  BVI, 
through  thrift  and  increased 
external  assistance  has  moved 
to  a  great  degree  of  self-suf- 
fidency,  I  nevertheless  recog¬ 
nise  the  existence  of  a  sym¬ 
biotic  relationship  which  has 


developed  between  the  two 
territories,  espedally  in  the 
yachting  industry,  which,  in¬ 
cidentally,  comprises  some 
60%  of  tourism  activity  in 
the  BVI.  A  large  number  of 
.  British  Virgin  Islanders  also 
continue  to  live  and  work 
in  the  USVI,  all  fadlitated 
annually  by  very  generous 
quotas  for  permanent  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  US.  What  I 
said  about  the  relationship 
between  the  BVI  and  the 
USVI  is  also  applicable,  albe¬ 
it  to  a  lesser  degree,  to  other 
Caribbean  territories.  All  in 
all,  therefore,  I  feel  that  it 
is  just  and  proper  that  the 
USVI  become  a  meaningful 
part  of  those  important  re¬ 
gional  organisations  that  re¬ 
flect  these  relationships,  and 
',that  membership  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Nations  Economic  Com¬ 
mission  for  Latin  America 
would  be  a  fitting  way  to 
begin. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  assuming 
Associate  Membership,  the 
BVI  pledges  its  full  support 
to  ECLA  and  will  always 
conduct  itself  in  a  manner 
reflective  of  this  solemn 
pledge.  As  Chief  Minister  of 
the  Territory  of  the  British 
Vir^n  Islands,  I  wish  to  re- 
:  cord  my  sincere  thanks  to 
sponsoring  and  supporting 
Members,  and  I  look  forward 
to  playing  a  significant  role  a- 
mong  tMs  esteemed  fiamily 
of  nations. 

,  May  I  also  thank  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  the  entire 
ECLA  staff  for  the  part 
played  and  the  valuable  assis¬ 
tance  given  in  this  matter. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


CHILE 


COMMUNISTS  ATTACK  POLITICAL  PARTIES  STATUTE  PROPOSAL 

PY022351  Moscow  Radio  Magallanes  in  Spanish  to  Chile  0200  GMT  2  Jun  84 

[ Conunentary  by  Orlando  Millas,  member  of  the  Chilean  Communist  Party  Committee 
for  Political  Affairs] 

[Excerpts]  We  communists  believe  that  the  main  problem  posed  by  Pinochet's 
draft  bill  regarding  the  statutes  of  political  parties  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  is  based  on  the  1980  constitution,  which  is  illegal,  fascist  and  invalid. 
This  constitution  does  away  with  the  peoples'  sovereignty  and  centers  true 
supreme  power  in  a  so-called  National  Security  Council.  The  fact  that  a 
political  party  is  recognized  and  allowed  to  operate,  in  keeping  with  the  so- 
called  constitution,  depends  on  the  aforementioned  council  and  other  equally 
illegal  bodies.  Therefore,  this  in  turn  results  in  so-called  political  parties 
which  are  subject  to  the  fascist  regime  and  which  accept  being  integrated 
parties  within  a  fascist  regime. 

The  first  thing  that  must  be  done  in  Chile  for  a  political  party  to  be  legally 
recognized  is  to  reestablish  the  people's  sovereignty,  that  is,  to  do  away 
with  all  the  articles  and  clauses  of  the  anti-democratic  and  illegal  1980  con¬ 
stitution. 


Pinochet  cotttinues  to  establish  silly  requirements  such  as  the  need  to  have 
150,000  signatures,  but  this  is  not  important.  In  the  first  place,  it  must  be 
pointed  out  that  those  political  parties  that  may  be  recognized  by  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  statutes,  provided  for  by  the  1980  constitution,  will  not  have  the 
true  rights  of  a  political  party  and  will  be  liable  to  be  eliminated  by  the 
strike  of  a  pen  of  a  fascist  authority  Illegally  elected  by  the  so-called 
constitution. 

Chile  used  to  have  a  democratic  law  on  political  parties.  The  Chilean  Commun¬ 
ist  Party  believes  that  this  law  should  be  fully  reestablished  since  it  exped¬ 
iently  solves  the  problem  of  the  integration  of  political  parties  in  the 
country's  legal  structure  and  recognizes  their  democratic  rights. 

The  Communist  Party  proposes  that,  without  more  complications  and  in  a  simple 
and  clear  ceremony,  the  law  that  was  in  force  until  11  September  1973  be  re¬ 
established,  as  well  as  the  organizations  provided  for  by  the  aforementioned 
law— the  list  of  political  parties  with  legal  statutes  that  existed  until  that 
date.  As  a  consequence,  it  proposes  procedures  for  the  aforementioned  parties 
to  up-date  their  leaderships  and  for  others  that  may  be  newly  established  to 
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request  their  registration.  This  is  all  we  request  since  nothing  else  is 
necessary  for  the  time  being.  This  is  the  first  step  that  must  be  taken.  The 
law  for  the  reestablishment  of  political  parties*  rights  should  not  run  into 
any  problems  when  Pinochet  falls.  In  sum,  what  is  really  sought  is  to  simply 
eliminate  the  illegal  activities  carried  out  by  the  military  junta  and  Pinochet 
which  have  tried  to  degrade  the  political  parties,  to  make  them  illegal,  and 
to  question,  or  prosecute  them. 

During  the  more  than  10  years  of  his  dictatorship,  Pinochet  has  made  charges 
against  what  he  calls  gentlemen  politicians  and  with  that  primitive  and  fascist 
demagoguery  justifies  the  idea  of  a  statute  for  political  parties. 

But  Pinochet  alone  has  unmasked  himself  by  enacting  his  recent  law  which  pro¬ 
hibits  the  media  from  reporting  on  true  events  that  may  affect  the  peoples’ 
morale  with  the  excuse  of  safeguarding  the  private  dignity  of  shameless  citizens 
such  as  himself. 

A  democratic  regime  and  a  supervision  system  should  exist  in  order  to  combat 
political  corruption.  But  it  is  silly  to  start  off  by  placing  obstacles  before 
the  free  and  sovereign  organization  of  the  citizenry  in  political  parties.  We 
communists  are  against  subjecting  the  political  parties  to  norms  that  will  limit 
them  in  an  anti-democratic  manner  or  that  support  the  actions  carried  out  against 
them  by  the  repressive  forces. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION  .  ,  .  /  .  '  COLOMBIA 


POLL  SHOWS  BETANCUR'S  POPULARITY  DECLINING 

Bogota  CROMOS  in  Spanish  22  May  8A  pp  32-35  ,/ 

[Article  by  Roberto  Pombo:  "Good,  33.3  Percent;  Fair,  46.5  Percent;  Poor, 

7.7  Percent"] 

.  [Text]  Between  October.  1982  and  May  1984,  the  president's 
i'^age  has  faded.  On  that  first  date,  83  percent  of  the 
:  V  Colombians  had  a  favorable  impression  of  Betancur  while, 

:>  i  the  second  date,  only  67  percent  remained  on  his  side. 

The  unprecedented  popularity  that  Belisario  Betancur  reached  began  when,  as 
president  elect,  he  was  always  on  the  go  in  his  Renault  4.  He  got  out  to  eat 
potatoes  at  some  stand  or  be  the  starter  at  a  classic  local  bicycle  race.  The 
Colombians  were  used  to  seeing  only  seriousness,  distance,  security  measures 
and  absolutely  no  sense  of  humor  in  their  rulers.  They  were  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  when  they  saw  that  the  new  president  was  a  real  person  unlike  some  of 
his  predecessors . 

Betancur' s  term  aroused  such  expectations  that  he  was  already  the  most  popular 
person  in  the  country  before  taking  office  when  his  government  consisted  only 
of  his  campaign  promises. 

Houses  without  a  down  payment,  Colombia's  affiliation  with  the  nonaligned  coun¬ 
tries  and  the  search  for  peace  in  Colombia  and  in  Central  America  supported 
that  popularity.  For  the  first  time  in  many,  many  years,  a  president  dared 
present  a  stand  of  relative  independence  from  the  United  States. 

First  Survey 

In  October  1982,  2  months  after  his  administration  began,  more  than  half  the 
Colombians  thought  the  country  "was  on  the  wrong  track."  A  poll  taken  at  that 
time  by  the  Invamer  firm  revealed  that  fact.  It  also  indicated  that  83  percent 
of  the  people  had  a  favorable  impression  of  President  Betancur,  25  percent  felt 
the  government  would  be  very  good  and  58  percent  maintained  that  it  would  be 
good.  At  that  time,  more  than  80  percent  of  those  surveyed  revealed  they  were 
ready  to  support  the  new  government  of  B.  B.  and  92  percent  agreed  with  an  am¬ 
nesty  for  the  guerrillas,  one  of  the  aces  the  president  had  up  his  sleeve. 
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Rating  Belisario  Betancur  as  President 


Sector 

Very  Good 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Very  Poor 

Lower  stratum 

5.36% 

29.35% 

50.67% 

9.67% 

2.96% 

Middle  stratum 

12.76 

35.07 

44.20 

5.39 

2.59 

Upper  stratum 

16.14 

44.69 

26.95 

9.17 

3.05 

Bogota 

6.28 

35.48 

47.17 

6.54 

4.53 

Cali,  Medellin,  Barranqullla 

9.91 

33.11 

46.61 

8.13 

2.24 

Medium  cities 

14.54 

30.79 

44.78 

7.40 

2.50 

Worker 

8.08 

32.41 

45.87 

8.52 

5.13 

Student 

11.39 

42.25 

38.69 

5.58 

2.10 

Housewife 

10.49 

33.30 

47.72 

8.23 

0.26 

Looking  for  work 

14.28 

19.97 

60.21 

2.66 

2.88 

Retired 

8.31 

38.88 

35.19 

13.05 

4.57 

Disabled 

33.66 

66.34 

Formal  sector 

8.24 

34.32 

44.67 

6.62 

6.16 

Informal  sector 

8.02 

30.23 

47.04 

11.28 

3.44 

Other 

10.87 

33.81 

47.16 

7.08 

1.09 

Liberal 

3.82 

27.68 

55.43 

7.48 

5.58 

New  Liberalism 

10.62 

34.50 

43.57 

8.46 

2.86 

Conservative 

20.29 

46.74 

30.62 

2.36 

National  Movement 

17.38 

82.62 

MHTP 

ion  nn 

nuin 

Communist 

42.15 

15.64 

22.30 

19.20 

Socialist 

35.13 

50.35 

14.52 

No  party 

8.11 

26.17 

51 .36 

12.24 

2.12 

Other 

24.57 

71 .14 

4.29 

18  to  2A  years 

7.02 

37.80 

49.43 

3.32 

2.43 

25  to  39  years 

14.24 

24.94 

53.10 

5.92 

1.79 

40  and  over 

7.i4 

38.43 

37.64 

12.69 

4.09 

After  the  government  was  in  office  for  100  days,  it  was  subjected  to  its  first 
examination.  (No  one  knows  why  evaluations  are  made  with  such  an  arbitrary  fi¬ 
gure  as  100  days.)  A  survey  taken  then  gave  Betancur  and  his  team  a  rating  of 
3.9  which  meant  it  easily  passed  the  test. 

StUl  Good  But  fluch  Less 

Little  by  little, ' unanimity  was  being  lost.  The  economic  emergency  declared  in 
order  to  reorganize  the  ta?  system  and  the  tax  administration  structure  and  to 
expand  the  tax  base  created  enemies,  mainly  among  the  larger  taxpayers. 

In  the  surveys  taken  after  6  months  in  office,  55  percent  of  tb|e  Colombians 
felt  that' President  Betancur' s  work  was  good  so  far,  about  26  percent 
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considered  it  very  good  and  about  26  percent  dared  call  it  very  poor.  However, 
both  the  rating  of  Belisario  Betancur’s  administration  as  well  as  the  diagnosis 
of  the  general  situation  of  the  country  by  those  surveyed  were  infinitely 
higher  than  thdse  of  the  corresponding  stage  of  the  Turbay  administration. 

The  amnesty,  the  formation  of  the  Contadora  Group,  the  financial  crisis  and 
the  t^  reorganization  passed.  'The  Peace  Commission  began  to  establish  con¬ 
tact  with  tSe  rebel  groups.  In  August  1983,  a  new  poll  indicated  something 
unusuali  thd  president’s  image  remained  the  same  but  the  government’s  went 
down.  This  totally  Colombian  situation  was  the  result  of  Betancur’s  surprising 
ability ’'to  put  distance  between  himself  and  his  administration  and  the  ability 
of  the  pieople  to  differentiate  between  two  things  that  are  really  the  same. 

"  Opinion  on  Belisario  Betancur 


Sector '  . 

Positive  Opinion 

Negative  Opinion 

Lower  stratum 

64.17 

35.83 

Middle  stratum  / 

70.79 

29.21 

Upper  stratum  '  .  ' 

-67.49 

32.51 

Bogota 

59.52 

40.48 

Cali,  Medellin,  Barranquilla 

70.92 

29.08 

Medium  cities 

68.15 

31  .85 

Worker 

64.55 

,35.45 

Student 

76.34 

23.66 

Housewife 

"  70.80 

,29.20 

Looking  for  work 

50.76 

49.24 

Retired 

60.68 

39.32 

bisabled 

100.00 

Formal  sector 

68.38 

31  .62 

Informal  sector 

59.42 

40.58 

Other 

69.93 

30.07 

Liberal 

60.03 

39.97 

New  Liberalism 

58.29 

40.71 

Conservative 

82.67 

17.33 

National  Movement 

100.00 

MOIR 

100.00 

Communist 

4,6.93 

53.07 

Socialist 

58.19 

41.81 

No  party 

61.78 

38.22 

Other 

80.46 

19.54 

18  to  24  years 

63.96 

36.04 

25  to  39  years 

71.21 

28.79 

40  and  over 

66.70 

33.30 
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Opinion  on  Current  Government 


Sector 

Positive  Opinion 

Negative  Opinion 

Lower  stratum 

50.56 

49.44 

Middle  stratum 

64.32 

35.68 

Upper  stratum 

65.83 

34.17 

Bogota 

53.01 

46.99 

Cali,  Medellin,  Barranquilla 

59.45 

40.55 

Medium  cities 

62.33 

37.67  :  ' 

Worker 

52.99 

•  47.01  ■  ' 

Student 

74.00 

26.00 

Housewife  ' 

60.83 

39.17 

Looking  for  work 

45.06 

54.94 

Retired 

60.02 

39.98 

Disabled 

100.00 

Formal  sector 

54.59 

45.41 

Informal  sector 

51.52 

'48.48 

Other 

•  62.25 

37.75 

Liberal 

46.71 

53.29 

New  Liberalism 

64.12 

35.88' 

Conservative 

75.83 

24.17 

National  Movement 

100.00 

MOIR 

100.00 

Communist 

100.00 

Socialist 

13.95 

86.05 

No  party 

54.75 

45.25 

Other 

34.35 

65.65 

18  to  24  years 

56.46 

43.54 

25  to  39  years 

64.51 

35.49 

40  and  over 

57.68 

42.32 

Government  Is  Government 

This  government,  like  all  governments,  has  merely  to  govern  in  order  to  lose 
prestige  since  in  any  country  of  the  world  the  administrations  of  presidents 
are  far  from  the  perfection  that  the  citizens  want.  When  the  collective  labor 
agreements  were  negotiated  and  wage  increases  limited  to  control  the  rate  of 
Inflation,  support  for  the  administration  decreased  at  the  base.  The  civil 
strikes  in  Narino  and  Antioquia  and  the  position  of  the  labor  organizations 
last  1  May  are  an  unmistakable  symptom. 

The  administration  dropped  from  the  unprecedented  popularity  with  which  it 
started  although  the  ratings  in  the  surveys  are  still  better  than  those  of  the 
previous  government.  The  action  of  the  Contadora  Group  in  Central  America  was 
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no  longer  as  clear.  There  were  guerrilla  raids  in  spite  of  the  peace  agree¬ 
ment.  Also  the  economic  situation  of  the  Colombians  contributed  to  this 
decline. 

A  poll  taken  by  the  National  Consultation  Center  of  the  Institute  for  Liberal 
Studies  indicated  that  9.7  percent  of  the  people  considers  Belisarlo  Betancur 
very  good  as  president,  33.3  percent  says  he  is  good,  A6.5  percent  (the  highest 
figure)  rates  him  as  fair  and  7.7  percent  says  he  is  poor. 

The  study  indicated  that  support  for  the  government  is  lower  in  the  lower  stra¬ 
tum  than  in  the  middle  and  lower  in  the  middle  than  in  the  upper  stratum.  As 
in  previous  surveys,  the  image  of  the  president  is  better  than  that  of  his 
government;  67  percent  of  the  people  has  a  good  impression  of  B.  B.  •  , 

It  is  interesting  to  break  the  survey  down  by  political  party.  While  42  per-, 
cent  of  the  communists  says  that  Belisario  Betancur  is  a  good  president,  all 
the  members  of  the  MOIR  [Revolutionary  Independent  Worker  Movement]  rate  him 
as  fair.  This  would  indicate  that  there  is  better  party  discipline  when  the 
MOIR  members  respond  to  surveys. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  obvious  symptoms  of  the  recent  decline  in  popularity 
of  our  president  is  that  Julio  Cesar  Turbay,  one  of  the  presidents  with  the 
lowest  prestige  in  all  the  country's  history,  dared  challenge  Betancur  to  make 
a  comparison  between  the  condition  in  which  he  received  the  country  and  the 
condition  it  is  in  now. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


DOMINICA 


REPORT  ON  MAY  DAY  CELEBRATIONS;  POLICE  STOP  NWU 
Roseau  THE  NEW  CHRONICLE  In  English  A  May  84  p  2 

[Text]  The  National  Workers  Union  (NWU)  which  planned  to  celebrate  May  Day 
with  a  rally  on  the  picket  line  In  solidarity  with  Anchorage  Hotel  workers  had 
their  rally  disrupted  by  the  police  who  Informed  them  that  their  strike  was 
Illegal.  This  was  reported  to  the  NEW  CHRONICLE  by  Rawlins  Jemmot,  President 
General  of  the  Union, 

As  a  result  of  the  police  Intervention,  NWU  members  had  to  revert  to  their 
office  where  messages  of  solidarity  were  read;  among  them  one  from  Martinique 
and  another  from  Guyana. 

NWU  considers  the  police  Intervention  as  Interfering  In  the  affairs  of  the  work¬ 
ers.  And  according  to  Mr  Jemmott  the  Union  has  warned  the  Ministry  of  Home 
Affairs  Its  Intention  to  take  further  action. 

Other  than  the  above,  NWU  General  Secretary  Josephine  Dublin  read  a  solidar¬ 
ity  message  to  workers  over  DBS  radio. 

The  Dominica  Amalgamated  Workers  Union  (DAWU)  celebrated  May  Day  with  a  church 
service  In  Castle  Bruce.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  General  Secretary  Anthony 
Frederick  Joseph  and  M,  Paullgno  of  Carisform,  based  in  Curacao, 

A  day’s  picnic  on  the  Castle  Bruce  Beach  highlighted  the  day’s  observances. 

The  Civil  Service  Association  had  no  particular  activity  either  except  for  a 
solidarity  message  from  General  Secretary  Arthur  Smith  read  over  DBS  radio. 

Waterfront  &  Allied  Workers  Union  (WAWU)  had  no  special  activity.  They  are  In 
the  process  of  preparing  for  their  25th  anniversary  later  this  year. 

Mrs  Alicia  Cuffy,  General  Secretary,  however,  read  a  radio  message  to  mark 
the  occasion. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


DOMINICA 


PRIME  MINISTER  CHARLES  DENIES  SEEKING  IMF  ASSISTANCE 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  30  May  84  p  20 


[Text] 


ROSE  AIL  Toe8.>  (Cana): 

THE  Dominica  (vovernment  has 
denied  it  was  seeking  further 
economic  assistance  from  the  Inter¬ 
national  Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  con¬ 
tradicting  an  April  19  statement  it 
issued. 

Prime  Minister  Eugenia  Charles 
made  the  denial,  while  responding  to 
opposition  charges  during  debate  in 
parliament  on  a  bill  seekmg  the  sum 
of  $750,450  to  cover  what  she  said  was 
the  island’s  increased  quota  in  the 
IMF. 

**There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
amount ...  is  a  general  review  of  the 
quota.  When  one  belongs  to  an  in¬ 
stitution,  time  and  time  again  sub- 
sci^ons  will  change,”  Miss  Charles 

Dominica  entered  'a  $37  million 
loan  agreement  with  the  IMF  in  1980 
shor^  after  Miss  Charles’s  Free¬ 
dom  Party  assumed  power  in  general 
olebtions. 

The  new  administration  said  then 
the  (BOur>t^  was  virtually  bankrupt, 
and  Miss  riiarles  said  on  Monday  the 


IMF  credit  had  permitted  her  gov¬ 
ernment  to  carry  out  the  country’s 
business.  ^  . 

Last  month’s  announcement 
that  further  IMF  assistance  was  be¬ 
ing  sousht  came  as  a  mission  from 
the  lending  agency  ended  an  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  Dominica  economy. 

The  statement  had  '  said  that 
under  the  proposed  standby  arrange¬ 
ment.  the  IMF  would  provide 
Dominica  with  financial  assistance 

fid  enable  the  government  to  follow 
)ts  recovery  programme  in  the  1984- 
iSS  fiscal  year.  i 

Former  Finance  Minister,  opposi- 
mon  MP  Michael  Douglas,  speaking 
in  the  debate,  had  charged  that 
^Dominica’s  increased  quota  meant 
that  government  was  seeking  more 
teoney  from  the  IMF  and  increasing 
rthe  suffering”  of  Dominicans. 

*  ”The  strmgent  regulations  laid 
^ovm  by  the  fund  have  meant  a  dead¬ 
line  in  the  living  standard  of  Domini¬ 
cans,”  he  told  parliament. 

**We  will  continue  to  expose  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  credit  facilities  of  the 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 

TRADE  WITH  JAMAICA—Roseau,  Mon  (Cana) —The  Dominica  Government  said  today 
that  It  believed  its  trade  problems  with  Jamaica  would  be  resolved  by  the 
third  quarter  of  the  year.  Prime  Minister  Eugenia  Charles,  speaking  In 
Parliament,  said  that  she  recently  held  talks  with  Jamaican  trade  officials 
and  Prime  Minister  Edward  Seaga  on  the  problems  being  experienced  by  Dominica, 
particularly  those  relating  to  the  export  of  soap  to  that  country.  "The 
matter  is  being  considered,  I  think  It  is  going  to  be  resolved  by  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year,"  she  remarked.  Dominica’s  principal  soap  manufacturers — 
Dominica  Coconut  Products  Limited — earlier  this  year  laid  off  25  percent  of 
its  workforce  after  complaining  that  stringent  licensing  arrangements  in 
Jamaica  had  blocked  its  exports  to  Kingston.  Jamaica  Is  one  of  the  DCP’s 
main  markets.  Miss  Charles  told  parliament  that  the  company's  sales  to 
Jamaica  had  been  limited  to  "two  small  shipments."  [Text]  [Pott-of-Spaln 
TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  29  May  84  p  5] 


INCREASE  IN  EXPORTS— Roseau,  Dominica,  Monday.  (CANA)— An  11.6  percent  Increase 
in  domestic  exports  In  the  last  quarter  of  1983  helped  to  reduce  Dominica's 
balance  of  trade  deficit  to  $47.5  million  (E.C)  according  to  official  figures 
released  here  today.  In  Its  annual  trade  review,  the  Government  Statistical 
Department  said  the  deficit  had  dropped  from  $62.1  million  In  1982  and  $82.3 
million  In  1981.  Bananas,  household  and  toilet  soaps  as  well  as  galvanised 
sheets  contributed  76.8  percent  of  the  value  of  the  total  domestic  exports  In 
the  last  three  months  of  1983,  which  was  estimated  at  $17.6  million  compared 
with  $15.8  million  the  previous  year.  Last  year's  total  export  earnings  wete 
$72.2  million  compared  with  $61.5  million  In  1982.  The  report  said  that  the 
main  market  market  for  galvanised  sheets  shifted  from  Jamaica  (80  percent 
In  1982)  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  to  which  863  percent  of  the  sheets  produced 
were  exported  between  October  and  December  last  year.  Dominica  a3.80  recorded 
a  reduced  surplus  on  visible  trade  of  $1.47  million  with  the  rest  of  the 
Caribbean  Community  (Carlcom)— excluding  the  Organisation  of  Eastern  Caribbean 
States  (ECS) — at  the  end  of  the  1983  fourth  quarter  compared  with  a  $3.29 
million  surplus  for  the  same  period  in  1982.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS 
in  English  15  May  84  p  36] 
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FRENCH  GUIANA 


PREFECT  SILBER2AHN  ASSESSES  ISSUES,  PROBLEMS,  DEVELOPMENT 
Cayenne  U  PRESSE  Dt  GUrANE  in  Fren^  84  pp  1,4 

[Press  .conference  of  Prefect  Silberzahn,  French  commissioner  for  the  French 
Guiana  Region,  on  2  February  1984,  place  not  specified] 

'  '  ;  [Text]  Yesterday  afternoon  Mr  Silberzahn,  the  prefect 
of  French  Guiaiia,  gave  a  press  conference  in  order  to 
provide  a  political,  economic  and  social  assessment 
'  of  1983  in  French  Guiana  from  his  standpoint  as  the 
French  Government's  representative  in  the  department. 

/  He  analyzed  development  prospects  for  1984  in 
terms  of  the  general  situation  and  general  institu-  ,  ■  . 
tional  developments,  public  peace,  immigration,  infra¬ 
structure,  and  the  main  sectors  of  French  Guiana's 
•  '  r  economic  activi1y~'space,' agriculture,  fishing,  and 

forestry.  ■■.■■■■'  "■  ■  ■  ■■  ' 

After  Wving  reaffirnted  his  desire  to  carry  but  the  mandate  entrusted  tb 
him  2  years  ago  and  which  tuns  until  1985,  the  prefect  ppened  the  press 
conference  with  this  optims tic  thou^t:  \ 

"1984  should  be  very  promising  for  French  Guiana." 

Decentralization  ^  :  ;  « 

The  first  Sbction  of  the  press  conference  dealt  in  a  general  fashion  With 
Institutions,  which  mean't  an  assessment  with  regard  to  decentralization. 

The  prefect  spoke  of  decentralization  as  follows: 

"Decentralization  has  been  long  completed  with  respect  to  the  communes. 

On  the  other  hand,  at  the  departmental  and  regional  levels  it  is  not  yet 
complete.  The  department  has  received  a  new  and  very  important  area  of 
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authority,  the  area  of  social  expenditures,  which  represents  a  sizable 
budget,  especially  in  French  Guiana  where  nearly  half  of  those  hospital¬ 
ized  are  dependent  on  government  welfare  and  medical  assistance. 

Although  it  is  not  yet  complete,  department-level  decentralization  is  at 
a  very  advanced  stage.  The  prefecture  has  been  divided  up,  and  offices 
will  be  actually  redistributed  as  soon  as  the  new  building  is  finished.  (...) 

In  regard  to  the  region,  decentralization  is  a  task  which  is  only  just  begin¬ 
ning.  A  bill  is  ciurrently  being  debated  in  Parliament  concerning  transfers 
of  authority.  Even  in  terms  of  the  most  optimistic  assun^Jtions,  the  legis¬ 
lation  will  not  enter  into  force  before  January  1985.  (...)  In  1984  the 
region  will  have  the  weighty  task  of  successfully  concluding  the  plan  agree¬ 
ment  between  itself  and  the  national  government  by  May.  (...)” 

Public  Peace 

The  prefect  then  gave  an  assessment  of  what  by  convention  is  called  public  peace. 

"Public  peace  means  in  the  first  instance  doing  battle  via  the  political 
process.  It  should  be  observed  that  the  last  elections  went  off  smoothly. 

They  demonstrate  the  matwity  that  French  Guiana  has  attained." 

His  second  segment  on  this  subject  had  to  do  with  the  social  sector. 

"1983  witnessed  serious  conflicts,  the  ones  over  SFM  [expansion  unknown] 
and  COLA'S,  which  were  problems  for  the  public  authorities,  for  the  workers, 
and  for  the  companies.  (...)  In  regard  to  inflation,  I  must  point  out  that 
according  to  orders  of  the  prime  minister  France's  commissioner  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  getting  results  in  the  inflation  area.  (...)  The  price  index 
is  in  fact  a  matter  of  serious  concern  in  French  Guiana. 

In  1983  the  price  index  increase  settled  at  around  11  percent.  Therefore 
I  made  up  ny  mind  to  act  on  this  price  problem  in  the  next  few  months  in  an 
extremely  firm  fashion.  (...)  Lastly,  public  peace  is  also  the  issue  of  se¬ 
curity.  The  results  of  the  efforts  undertaken  in  1983  are  mixed:  increased 
crime  although  only  a  small  share  is  juvenile  delinquency,  no  increase  in 
burglaries,  a  big  increase  in  thefts  of  2-wheeled  vehicles,  and  more  cases 
of  crime  for  the  police  force  dealing  with  aliens.  (...)" 

Immigration 

The  prefect  continued  his  statement  with  one  of  the  most  serious  issues  in 
French  Guiana  at  the  present  time:  immigration  control. 
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"We  feel  that  in  1983  we  have  broadly  speaking  curbed  arrivals  of  foreigners 
in  Guiana.  (...)  Thirty  measures  championed  in  Paris  by  our  department's 
parliamentary  representatives  have  made  already  significant  results  possible: 
the  establishment  of  a  border  post  on  RN  [National  Highway]  1  at  Saint-Laurent 
a  gradual  sector-by-sector  increase  in  employment  checks,  our  recourse  to 
expulsion  in  cases  of  irregular  status  (...)" 

Infrastructvire 

The  fourth  section  of  the  press  conference  had  to  do  with  infrastructure 
in  the  department.  The  prefect  went  over  the  various  issues  as  follows: 

"In  regard  to  the  hospital  sector,  there  should  be  a  new  hospital  on  the 
Madeleine  site  open  by  1986  to  make  up  for  the  many  deficiencies  of  the 
St.  Denis  Hospital  Center  vdiich  is  inadequate  at  the  present  time  (...). 

In  regard  to  secondary  schooling,  the  curriculum  has  not  been  decided  on. 

We  have  to  start  up  Remire -Mont joly,  finish  the  Kourou  high  school,  and  begin 
separate  operations  for  the  Cayenne  (Zephir,  F.  Eboue)  and  Sinnajmary  schools. 

The  person  in  charge  of  construction  programming  in  the  Education  Ministry 
will  be  coming  right  here  to  French  Guiana  to  study  these  cases." 

The  Sectors  of  Economic  Activity 

Lastly,  the  prefect  analyzed  the  various  sectors  of  French  Guiana's  economic 
activity,  starting  with  space . 

"Arising  from  space  sector  activity  is  the  issue  of  the  expansion  of  the  city 
of  Kourou,  where  the  French  Guiana  Space  Center  (CSG)  is  set  up.  Today 
Kourou  with  its  12,000  people  is  the  second  biggest  city  in  the  department. 
The  Kourou  high  school  isn't  finished,  and  public  facilities  and  systems 
are  presenting  problems  in  the  department's  budget  (...). 

For  the  time  being  no  solution  has  been  brought  to  bear.  What  will  probably 
be  needed  is  to  come  up  with  a  special  budget  package  for  the  city  of  Kourou 
outside  the  departmental  budget." 

"Fisheries  activity  and  the  fishing  fleet  which  makes  up  that  sector  have 
long  been  neglected,  for  the  sector  was  long  regarded  as  being  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners.  Fisheries  activity  must  become  Frenchified;  during  the  9th 
Plan  period  the  proportion  of  our  fishing  fleet  which  is  French  must  go  up 
to  50  percent  (...)." 
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"Also  a  determination  must  be  made  each  year  as  to  the  quantity  of  shrimp 
which  can  be  fished 

"The  port  of  Larivot,  created  in  1983  and  ranking  fourth  among  French  fishing 
ports,  must  become  something  we  can  use  to  make  it  possible  to  fish  under 
favorable  conditions  and  to  enable  us  to  carry  out  processing  on  land  in  order 
to  add  value  to  a  French  product." 

Regarding  agriculture,  the  prefect  added, 

"In  this  area  French  Guiana  must  support  activities  producing  in  our  department 
In  regard  to  livestock-raising,  the  objective  of  14,000  head  of  cattle  by  the 
end  of  1983  has  been  attained  (...).  This  year’s  2  million  cartons  of 
yogurt  is  also  significant  progress.  In  fruit  growing,  1984  will  see  the  first 
sizable  quantities  of  limes  being  exported  (...)."  - 

The  final  item  taken  up  at  the  press  conference  was  the  "matter  of  forestry. 

"Current  policy  consists  of  no  longer  getting  in  new  conqjanies  from  outside 
unless  they  can  demonstrate  technical  and  financial  capabilities  (...). 

At  the  present  time  production  is  estimated  at  100,000  cubic  meters,  with  a 
distinct  trend  toward  more  sawn  timber.  But  we  must  go  beyond  adding  value 
to  timber  only  through  sawing  (...)." 
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GEORGES  LEMOINE  ANSWERS  QUESTIONS  ON  DECENTRAUZAnON 
Cayenne  LA  PRESSE  DE  GUYANE  in  French  13  Mar  84  p  3 

[Interview  with  Georges  Lemoine,  French  secretary  of  state  responsible  for 
overseas  territories,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  he  made  to  the  West  Indies, 
by  local  elected  representatives;  date  and  place  not  specified:  "The  Region 
Is  Now  An  Overseas  Territorial  Reality,"] 

=  [Text]  Even  if  some  people  seem  to  forget  the  fact, 

France  is  not  just  the  hundred-odd  departments  \diich 
make  up  its  metropolitan  land  area.  And  the  decen¬ 
tralization  action  started  by  the  government  with  the 
law  of  2  March  1982  does  take  into  account  that  reality 
of  French  geography.  All  the  same,  the  elected  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  overseas  departments,  the  first  entities 
to  be  affected  by  the  reform,  are  still  uneasy  regarding 
implementation  of  that  law.  At  the  same  time,  the  over¬ 
seas  territories  are  not  "standing  still."  Where  do 
things  stand  with  decentralization,  with  its  being  put 
in  place,  and  with  its  limits  in  the  DOM  [overseas 
departments]?  Isn't  the  division  of  authoi^ities  liable 
to  run  into  conflicts  of  legal  authority? 

When  Mr  Georges  Lemoine  made  a  visit  to  the  West  Indies  he 
had  the  opportunity  to  respond  to  the  various  questions 
raised  by  the  local  elected  representatives  as  follows. 

Decentralization  and  Its  Being  Set  Up 

[Question]  The  decentralization  action  started  by  the  government  also  took 
the  overseas  departments  into  account.  Now,  nearly  2  years  after  the  law  of 
2  March  1982:  Where  do  things  stand  in  the  overseas  departments?  What  are 
the  obstacles  decentralization  is  running  up  against?  (Are  they  of  a  poli¬ 
tical,  or  ah  economic,  or  a  structural  nature?)  Are  all  the  new  institutions 
in  place? 
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[Answer]  Decentralization  is  iit^^lemented  in  the  overseas  departments  in  two 
ways.  In  the  first  place,  since  the  overseas  departments  are  administered 
in  accordance  with  the  common  legal  code,  the  decentralization  laws  auto¬ 
matically  apply,  particularly  those  of  2  March  1982  and  the  ones  relating  to 
jiirisdictional  authorities,  the  laws  of  7  January  1983  and  22  July  1983.' 

Hence,  supervisory  administration  of  the  territorial  entities  has  disappeared, 
the  departmental  executives  have  been  established,  etc.  In  the  second  place, 
the  specific  characteristics  of  the  overseas  departments  have  been  taken  into 
account,  in  particular  the  fact  of  overseas  regions  having  single  departments. 

The  most  rational  solution,  that  of  a  single  assembly,  had  to  be  ruled  out, 
and  the  government  has  set  about  establishing  the  new  regions.  After  the  law  of 
31  December  1982  dealing  with  the  organization  of  the  regions  of  Guadeloupe, 
French  Guiana,  Martinique,  and  Reunion,  and  the  20  March  1983  regional  elections 
vdiich  gave  the  Left  a  majority,  the  overseas  regions  became  full-fledged 
territorial  entities,  in  the  same  way  as  departments  and  communes,  with  an 
assembly  elected  by  direct  universal  suffrage  and  a  president  in  charge  of 
the  executive.  The  government  also  submitted  to  Parliament  a  bill  relating 
to  the  authorities  of  the  new  overseas  regions,  in  order  to  both  strengthen 
decentralization  and  better  delimit  the  authorities  of  the  region  versus 
those  of  the  department.  This  bill  was  passed  by  the  National  Assembly  on 
first  reading  in  December  1983,  along  with  a  certain  number  of  improvements 
made  by  Parliament  members.  The  institutional  structure  is  therefore  gradually 
being  built  up. 

Regarding  the  obstacles  to  inqjlementing  decentralization  in  the  overseas 
departments,  I  would  say  they  are  of  two  kinds.  There  is  political  obstruction, 
vdiich  is  a  product  of  either  a  desire  to  systematically  denigrate  government 
action  or  quite  simply  a  great  lack  of  realism. 

Then  there  are  the  problems  of  a  technical  nature  arising  from  the  fact  that 
the  balance  between  scrupulous  respect  for  the  constitution,  to  which  the 
government  is  devoted,  and  carrying  out  flexible  and  rational  solutions  in 
a  context  which  has  changed  a  great  deal  in  25  years,  is  a  very  delicate 
balance  to  achieve. 

[Question]  In  comparison  with  decentralization  in  Metropolitan  France,  what 
are  the  distinguishing  features  of  the  new  institutions  in  the  overseas 
departments?  What  is  decentralization  going  to  change  in  their  everyday 
activity? 

[Answer]  The  first  special  aspect  that  is  worth  underlining  is  that  decentral¬ 
ization  is  to  some  extent  being  set  up  faster  than  in  Metropolitan  France.  So, 
as  I  pointed  out  to  you,  the  regional  entity  is  now  an  overseas  territorial 
reality. 
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The  election  according  to  proportional  representation  of  the  new  regional 
councils  has  made  it  possible  to  revive  local  representation  of  the  major 
political  currents.  Similarly,  the  establishment  at  the  start  of  this  year 
of  regional  consultative  committees,  which  is  to  say  the  economic  and  social 
committees,  and  the  culture,  education,  and  environment  committees,  will 
contribute  toward  in^jroving  conditions  for  the  expression  of  local  desires, 
and  consequently  will  facilitate  the  solution  of  the  problems  that  will  be 
presented  to  those  new  regional  authorities. 

The  second  special  aspect  is  that  the  government  has  to  the  greatest  extent 
possible  devoted  itself  to  giving  greater  authorities,  new  authorities  or 
authorities  deriving  from  the  central  government,  to  the  regions,  and  this  is 
independent  of  the  authorities  resulting  from  the  need  to  specify  the  boundaries 
of  respective  activities  by  departments  and  regions. 

So,  for  example,  it  will  be  up  to  the  region  to  determine  an  outline  of 
regional  development  which  will  specify  the  general  directions  of  the  region’s 
development  and  will  include  one  portion  devoted  to  coastal  development  and 
marine  resource  development.  Among  other  objectives,  that  is  the  piorpose 
of  the  bill  regarding  authorities  I  referred  to  earlier. 

The  elected  representatives  of  the  overseas  departments  will  therefore  be 
more  responsible  than  they  were  in  the  past  for  choosing  the  main  options 
affecting  local  development. 

Financial  Resources 

[Question]  What  are  the  financial  resources  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  new 
structures?  Do  they  seem  sufficient  to  you? 

[Answer]  The  new  financial  resources  that  the  overseas  regions  will  have  at 
their  disposal  are  of  three  kinds.  First,  in  outlining  the  regional  budget 
the  regional  coxmcils  will  be  able  to  vote  up  to  1  percent  supplementary 
dock  dues,  which  compares  with  a  basic  rate  varying  from  5.5  percent  to  12  percent 
depending  on  the  particular  overseas  department. 

Next,  the  duties  conqjarable  to  dock  dues  levied  on  rum  and  spirits  will  be 
transferred  from  the  departmental  budget  to  the  regional  budget,  and  the  latter 
will  be  responsible  for  setting  the  rates  of  those  duties  from  now  on. 

Lastly,  a  region  will  get  10  percent  of  the  revenues  from  the  Highway  Fund  for 
making  non-highway  investments  of  regional  concern.  All  these  new  financial 
resources  will  add  up  to  about  275  million  francs  for  the  four  overseas  depart¬ 
ments,  which  is  not  a  negligible  amount.  On  top  of  that  will  be  the  new  funds 
from  the  regional  FIDOM  [Overseas  Departments  Investment  Fund]  being  created. 
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I  know  that  some  elected  representatives  feel  these  measures  aren't  enough. 

But  as  for  me,  I  think  that  they  are  a  real  step  forward.  One  certainly 
should  be  aware  that  one  cannot  ask  for  indefinitely  increasing  financial  :  ' 
transfers  from  the  state  to  the  overseas  departments  and  at  the  same  time 
regret  that  the  economies  of  the  overseas  departments  are  artificially  propped  up. 
Everything  will  depend  bh  what  the  regions  do  with  these  financing  resources 
which,  considering  the  mission  of  the  new  regional  entities,  should  be  devbted 
to  development. 

'  ■  '  ■  ■  ■  j  u  ■ 

The  Division  of  Authorities 

[Question]  Regarding  the  division  of  authorities  between  the  state  and 
local  governmental  entities,  which  still  poses  some  uncertainties,  isn't  there 
liable  to  be  some  interference  among  the  different  levels  of  government? 

Should  we  expect  conflicts  of  legal  authority? 

[Answer]  I  don't  think  there  can  be,  as  you  suggest,  conflicts  of  legal 
authority.  It  is  evident  that  a  certain  number  of  authorities  are  traditional 
and  fundamental  attributes  of  the  state.  That  is  particularly  the  case  for 
international  relations. 

That  does  not  preclude  the  overseas  regions  from  being  consulted  or  informed 
with  respect  to  circumstances  in  which  the  state  exercises  its  authorities,  and 
furthermore  this  is  provided  for  by  the  specific  legislative  texts  already  in 
effect  or  in  preparation  which  affect  the  -overseas  regions.  In  particular 
I  am  thinking  about  the  cooperation  agreements  concluded  by  France  with  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  areas  \diere  the  overseas  departments  are  located,  and  also  about 
use  of  the  economic  zone — subjects  vdiich  concern  the  overseas  regions,  and 
rightly  so. 

I  will  add  that  the  government  does  not  oppose  the  expansion  of  ties  between 
local  governmental  entities  and  international  authorities,  in  particular 
[European]  Community  authorities,  in  the  context  of  information  missions,  with 
the  understanding  that  responsibility  for  the  presentation  and  negotiation 
of  specific  issues  remains  with  the  state. 

France:  One  and  Indivisible 

[Question]  How  is  France,  one  and  indi-visible,  going  to  be  itself  again 
with  decentralization  being  applied  equally  to  the  overseas  part  of  the  country? 

[Answer]  France  can  remain  wholly  one  and  Indivisible  without  that  meaning 
that  everything  is  decided  by  the  central  government.  In  its  history  France 
has  always  experienced  swings  of  the  pendulum  between  periods  when  it  had  to 
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rally  aroimd  a  "center"— Paris  having  the  executive  power  in  such  circumstances — 
and  periods  ui  which  centrifugal  forces  to  the  advantage  of  the  "provinces"  ! 

were  dominant.  ,,, 

Our  country  must  adapt  to  the  developments  of  the  time.  Frenchmen  are  jnature 
citize)is,  and  they  jnust  now  be 'brought  closer  to  the  responsibilities  of  daily 
life:  today  this  is  being  called  decentralization.  But  as  of  the  time  it  is 
felt  that  our  long-standing  democracy  is  able,  without  risking  its  unity, 
to  bring  citizens  closer  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  context  of  their  lives, 
there  must  also  be  adjustment  to  the  specific  characteristics  of  their  daily  , 
environment.  For  excin5)le,  history  and  geography  have  resulted  in  the  financial 
resources  of  Martinique  Region— the  "4ock  duties,"  for  exainple— not  being 
exactly  the  same  as  those  of  Alsace  Region.  So  local  institutions  must  be 
adapted  to  those  re^ities,  ' 

That  does  not  in  any  way  mean  that  one  and  all  aren't  French  and  don't 

see  themselves  in  the  principles  and  institutions  of  pur  French  Republic.  ,  . 

963i"‘';  ;  '  V  ’  . "r.'. 

CSO;  3219/21  '  ”  '  '  i  ^ 
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FRENCH  GUIANA 


COMPUINTS  AGAINST  U.S.,  JAPANESE  SHRIMP  TRAWLERS 

Castor  Calls  For  Licensing  Fees 
Cayenne  LA  PRESSE  DE  GUYANE  in  French  13  Feb  84  p  1 

[Report  on  exchange  between  French  Guiana  deputy  Elie  Castor  and  the  French 
secretary  of  state  in  charge  of  the  budget:  "Issuance  of  Fishing  Licenses: 

Mr  ELie  Castor  Calls  For  The  Establishment  Of  A  License  Fee"] 

[Text]  Mr  Elie  Castor  recently  explained  to  the  French 
secretary  of  state  in  charge  of  the  budget  the  problems 
posed  by  the  great  number  of  foreign  trawlers  in  French 
Guiana  and  by  free  issuance  of  fishing  licenses. 

There  are  in  actual  fact  90  foreign  trawlers  in  French  Guiana,  59  of  them 
U.S.  trawlers  and  22  Japanese.  Mr  Castor  directed  the  secretary  of  state's 
particular  attention  to  the  ridiculously  low  French  Guiana  regional  budget 
figure  which  doesn't  even  reach  4  million  francs. 

Mr  Castor  pointed  out  that  French  Guiana's  needs  are  enormous  in  the  areas  of 
medical,  sports,  educational,  and  cultural  facilities,  and  that  a  French 
Guiana  economy  is  non-existent — that  its  entire  pseudoeconomy  is  based  on 
in5)0rting. 

By  way  of  example  he  emphasized  that  immediate  needs  in  education  (elementary 
and  secondary)  amoimt  to  220  million  francs,  while  the  government  grant 
is  15  million  francs.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  the  context  of  the 
shift  of  authorities,  there  will  be  no  possibility  for  French  Guiana  Region 
of  meeting  needs  for  those  facilities. 

Also,  since  the  United  States  and  Japan  are  the  richest  coimtries  in  the  world, 
it  is  unthinkable  and  unacceptable  that  those  rich  industrial  countries  endowed 
with  everything  cannot  contribute  out  of  their  wealth,  however  modestly, 
toward  our  region's  economic  development,  especially  since  such  a  step  would 
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not  cause  the  investors  to  flee  who  have  been  plundering  French  Guiana's 
resources  for  20  years  without  leaving  any  favorable  impact. 

Mr  Castor  stated  that  the  French  Government  should  not  help  free-gift  hunters 
and  profiteers  who  are  continuing  to  plunder  this  land.  That  is  vdiy  he  asked 
the  secretary  to  let  him  know  if  the  latter  would  oppose  French  Guiana  Region 
establishing  a  fee  for  issuing  licenses  which  up  to  now  had  been  issued 
free  of  charge,  and  if  he  intended  to  support  applying  to  the  EEC  for  such  a 
step  aimed  at  assistance  by  the  rich  coimtries  to  underdeveloped  regions. 

Ih  his  response  the  secretary  stressed  the  following  points: 

In  both  Metropolitan  France  and  the  overseas  departments  the  rules  pertaining 
to  the  French  economic  zone  and  /the  regxiLation  of  fisheries  come  under 
Community  jurisdiction/[in  boldface]. 

Under  these  circumstances  permits  for  fishing  in  French  Guiaha  waters  as  well 
as  possible  fees  relating  thereto  come  imder  the  sole  jurisdiction  of  the 
Commission  of  the  European  Communities. 

/Therefore  it  is  not  possible  for  French  Guiana  Region  to  establish  on  its 
own  initiative  a  fee  for  issuing  fishing  licenses/[in  boldface]  for  that  would 
contravene  Community  law. 

Regarding  the  region's  budget,  he  said  it  should  be  noted  that  the  bill  estab¬ 
lishing  the  authorities  of  the  overseas  regions,  which  bill  is  currently  imder 
consideration  by  the  Laws  Committee  of  the  National  Assembly,  provides  along 
with  the  transfer  of  authorities  a  substantial  resource  transfer  benefiting 
new  regions. 

Thus,  in  Addition  to  the  tax  revenues  (differential  tax  on  motor  vehicles, 
car  registration  tax,  transfer  tax)  from  which  all  metropolitan  regions 
benefit,  overseas  regions  are  going  to  benefit  from  the, revenue  from  supple¬ 
mentary  dock  dues,  the  revenue  from  duties  on  rum  and  spirits,  and  from  a 
portiion  of  the  revenue  from  the  special  tax  on  consumption  of  gasoline, 
high-grade  fuels,  and  diesel  fuel. 

Furthermore,  French  Guiana  Region  will  also  benefit  from  government  assistance 
for  activities  provided  for  in  the  Government-Region  Plan.  Moreover,  during 
the  budget  presentation  for  his  ministry  before  the  National  Assembly  last 
17  November,  the  secretary  of  state  responsible  for  overseas  departments 
and  territories  announced  that  a  decree  was  being  prepared  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  n  riegixtnal  section  of  the  Overseas  departments  Investment  Fund 
(FIDOM)  in  addition  to  the  general  and  departmental  sections.  The  regional  section 
would  mke  it  possible  to  individually  tailor  the  government's  budgetary  efforts 
to  the  benefit  of  the  new  overseas  regions. 
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DCW  Secretary  Cites  Economic  Advantages 

Cayenne  lA  PRESSE  DE  GUYANE  in  French  24  Feb  84  p  1  '  '  / 

[Report  on  exchange  between  French  Guiana  deputy  Elie  Castor  and  the  secretary 
of  state  responsible  for  overseas  department's  and  territories:  "The  Rjoriomic 
Inqjact  of  Ocean  Fishing  by  the  USA  and  Japan  in  French  Guiana"] 

[T^t]  Mr  ELie  Castor  recently  explained  to  the  secretary 
of  state  responsible  for  overseas  departments  and  terri-  ^ 
tories  the  problems  encountered  at  the  regional  level  in 
French  Guiana  regarding  ocean  fishing  by  foreign  trawlers, 
which  do  not  contribute  toward  economic  development. 

After  Mr  Castor  informed  the  secretary  of  state  that  there  are  90  foreign 
trawlers  in  French  Guiana,  59  of  them  U.S.  trawlers  and  22  Japanese,  and  that 
fishing  licenses  are  issued  free  of  charge,  Mr  Castor  directed  the  latter’s 
attention  to  the  following  facts:  "The  total  budget  figure  for  French  Guiana 
Region  is  ridiculously  low,  since  it  doesn’t  even  reach  4  million  francs. 

On  the  other  hand,  French  Guiana’s  needs  in  the  areas  of  medical,  sports, 
educational,  and  cultural  facilities  are  enormous;  in  addition,  a  French 
Guiana  econony  is  non-existent,  since  everything  is  based  on  inporting. 

By  way  of  example,  immediate  needs  in  education  (elementary  and  secondary) 
amount  to  220  million  francs,  while  the  government  grant  is  15  million  francs. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  the  context  of  the  shift  of  authorities, 
there  will  be  no  possibility  for  French  Guiana  Region  of  realizing  the 
expenditures  for  those  facilities.  Also,  since  the  United  States  and  Japan 
are  the  richest  countries  in  the  world,  it  is  unthinkable  and  unacceptable 
that  those  rich  industrial  countries  endowed  with  everything  cannot  contribute 
out  of  their  wealth,  however  modestly,  toward  our  region’s  economic  development, 
especially  since  such  a  step  would  not  cause  the  investors  to  flee  who  have 
been  plundering  French  Guiana’s  resources  for  20  years  without  that  leaving 
any  favorable  inpact." 

Mr  Castor  asked  the  secretary  of  state  what  immediate  steps  he  intended  to 
support  in  order  for  French  Guiana  Region  to  have  new  revenues  in  return  for 
its  resources  being  exploited  by  the  foreign  countries — the  United  States 
and  Japan,  the  richest  countries  in  the  world. 

In  his  response  the  secretary  of  state  stressed  the  following  points: 
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"The  licenses  issued  by  the  EEC  for  access  to  the  French  Guiana  economic  zone 
to  the  fishing  fleets  of  third  countries  are  only  granted  for  a  year  at  a 
time  and  are  accompanied  by  the  obligation  for  those  fleets  to  have  their 
fishing  catch  processed  in  French  Guiana.  That  condition  placed,  by  request 
of  the  Fferich  Government,  on  the  issiiihg  of  those  licenses  is  aimed  at  supplying 
appreciable  quantities  of  shrin^)  to  French  Guiana  industry  until  such  time 
as  that  industry  can  be  vdiolly  siq)plied  by  French  fleets." 

"This  results  in  expansion  for  French  Guiana  industry  and  consequently  a 
positive  economic  impact  for  the  region.  The  effort  the  government  is  engaged 
in  in  terms  of  getting  more  of  a  French  fishing  fleet  in  service  will  produce 
more  substantial  benefits  from  ocean  resource  exploitation  for  the  French 
Guiana  economy." 

9631  " 

CSO:  3219/20  : 
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FRENCH  GUIANA 


PROPOSALS  FOR  EDUCATION  OF  HINTERLAND  POPUUTION 
Cayenne  LA  PRESSE  DE  GUYANE  in  French  10,  11  Feb  84 
[10  Feb  84  p  1] 

[Text]  Among  French  Guiana’s  inhabitants  are  included 
population  groups  which  do  not  share  or  share  very 
little  in  French  Guiana's  common  culture.  These  people, 
called  hinterland  people,  remain  attached  to  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  unique  traditions  the  sum  of  which  must 
be  regarded  as  a  form  of  civilization  and  which  repre¬ 
sents  effective  adaptation  to  the  environment  they  live 
in. 

For  a  long  time  we  have  been  hesitant  about  what  atti¬ 
tude  to  adopt  toward  these  peoples.  Did  we  have  to  sub¬ 
ject  them,  whether  they  liked  it  or  not,  to  our  common 
law?  Should  we,  on  the  contrary,  keep  from  interfering 
with  them  in  any  way?  Nowadays,  there  is  consensual 
recognition  of  the  advisability  of  taking  certain  action, 
mainly  in  the  areas  of  education  and  health. 

This  examination  only  considers  the  education  aspect  of 
the  issue,  and  it  is  aimed  at  defining  the  objectives 
of  a  suitable  education  program  and  presenting  proposals 
for  action  in  the  1984-1988  period. 

The  Hinterland  Population  Groups 

The  "hinterland"  people  belong  to  two  racial  groupings: 

-  Amerindians 

More  commonly  called  "Indians,"  these  people  are  descended  from  ancient 
native  tribes.  Of  the  35  ethnic  Amerindian  groups  inhabiting  the  country 
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when  the  Europeans  arrived,  only  six  of  them  are  left:  Galibis,  Arawaks, 
and  Palikours  living  in  the  coastal  regions;  and  Wayanas,  Wayapis,  and 
Emeri lions  living  in  the  great  forest,  along  the  Oyapok  and  Maroni  Rivers. 

The  Indians  total  about  2,500,  and  their  numbers  are  rapidly  increasing 
with  birth  rates  in  the  vicinity  of  6  percent. 

-  "Refugee  Blacks" 

"Refugee  Blacks,"  who  are  the  descendants  of  runaway  slaves,  make  up  the 
second  racial  grouping.  Those  slaves,  vdio  had  rebelled  and  run  away  at 
the  end  of  the  19th  century,  found  and  perpetuated  a  way  of  life  in  the 
French  Guiana  forest  comparable  to  that  of  their  African  ancestors. 

In  this  category  several  ethnic  groups  can  be  distinguished:  Bonis,  Djukas, 
and  Saramacas.  They  add  up  to  about  4,000,  and  they  live  in  Saint-Laurent 
and  Moyen-Maroni  villages.  All  of  them  use  the  same  language,  Taki-Taki. 

All  of  these  peoples,  Amerindians  and  Refugee  Blacks,  are  characterized 
in  varying  degrees  by  very  well-established  social  organization  and  by  a 
certain  psychological  immutability  which  hinders  their  integration  into  the 
modern  world..  All  of  them  maintain  more  or  less  longstanding  and  more  or 
less  frequent  contact  with  our  civilization  but  without  really  participating 
in  it  and  without  giving  up  their  traditions.  And  nothing  gives  us  cause 
to  anticipate  that  the  younger  generations  will  behave  differently. 

However,  they  all  do  long  to  enjoy  certain  conveniences  which  we  can  offer 
them:  hunting  rifles,  outboard  motors,  kitchen  implements,  radios  .  .  . 
Medical  care  is  sought  after  in  spite  of  the  continued  existence  of  witch 
doctors. 

All  of  this  has  already  greatly  contributed  to  upsetting  the  equilibrium 
of  their  traditional  economies.  The  societies  can  no  longer  live  in  a 
self-sufficient  manner  and  are  forced  to  either  trade  what  they  produce 
or  to  seek  out  temporary  wage-earning  enployment. 

There  lies  the  justification  for  educational  activity.  It  is  not  a  matter 
of  a  school's  trying  to  cause  or  influence  change  but  rather  of  its  present¬ 
ing  knowledge  new  to  those  peoples  which,  without  breaking  down  their  social 
structures,  will  enable  them  to  deal  with  their  new  needs. 
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The  Objectives 

-  At  the  Pre -Elementary  Level 

Schooling  too  early  on  is  not  desirable,  since  their  young  children  are  put 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  their  mothers  for  a  long  period  of  time. 

The  minimum  age  should  be  set  at  5,  at  least  to  begin  with. 

-  At  the  Elementary  School  Level 

What  will  be  provided  is  the  elements  of  knowledge  in  the  basic  subjects: 
speaking,  reading,  and  writing  French;  mathematics;  plus  motor  coordination 
and  attention  span  development. 

All  that  instruction  will  be  adapted  in  both  content  and  teaching  methods 
to  take  into  account  specific  circumstances  and  needs.  Researchers  can  be 
brought  into  this  teacher  training  and  adaptation  effort. 

Lastly,  teaching  of  mother  tongues  can  be  anticipated  as  soon  as  the  neces¬ 
sary  means  are  in  place:  instructors,  manuals,  and  teaching  tools.  Elementary 
schooling  will  run  for  6  years,  from  age  6  to  age  12. 

Schools  will  be  established  near  the  children's  homes.  Boarding  will  be 
considered  only  in  very  special  situations  (for  exait^^le,  the  case  of  Crique 
Abounamy,  where  the  villages  are  widely  spread  out  and  of  small  size). 

-  Post-Elementary  School 

After  elementary  school  all  pupils  vdio  have  the  ability  and  express  the  desire 
will  have  to  be  provided  admission  to  the  ordinary  secondary  schools,  and 
then  the  college-prep  high  schools,  in  order  to  fully  enjoy  the  benefits 
offered  by  our  educational  system. 

However,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  an  extension  of  primary  schooling, 
in  the  area  where  pupils  live  or  nearby,  in  the  form  of  courses  aimed  at 
presenting  certain  technical  Information  and  practices.  Few  yoimg  people, 
in  fact,  agree  to  leave  their  family  at  age  12,  and  it  is  neither  necessary 
nor  possible  to  force  them  to  do  so. 

The  form  to  be  pursued  is  a  part-time  extension  of  schooling  from  age  12  to 
age  16  in  centers  gathering  students  together  or  instruction  by  roving  teachers. 

(Tomorrow:  The  1983-1984  Proposals) 
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[11  Feb  84  p  1] 

[Text]  1983-1984  Proposals 

All  the  Indians  and  Refugee  Blacks  in  the  coastal  area  either  are  in  or  are 
able  to  go  to  school — the  commune  schools— so  we  won't  be  considering  them 
in  the  report  on  these  proposals,  although  certain  steps  coxild  be  considered 
with  a  view  toward  providing  more  suitable  education  and  taking  into  account 
their  traditional  cultures. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  communes  in  the  interior  no  preschool  is  provided 
(except  in  Maripasoula),  and  only  60  percent  of  the  children  between  6  and  14 
are  in  school.  At  present  there  are  8  schools  with  a  total  of  25  classes 
which  accomodate  677  piq)ils. 

Mentioning  only  what  appears  to  be  doable,  the  following  objectives  should 
be  set  for  1984-1988: 

-  schooling  for  children  5  years  old,  which  means  about  110  pupils; 

-  300-350  new  places  in  school  for  children  6-12;  and, 

-  the  creation  of  "class-workshops"  extending  primary  education  in  the 
following  localities:  Apatou,  Grand  Santi,  Maripasoula,  and  Camopi. 

The  educational  resources  needed  over  the  5-year  period  appear  in  an  appended 
table.  They  are  not  large; 

-  25  primary  school  teachers  plus  5  secondary  school  teachers;  and, 

-  31  classrooms  (including  rebuilding  of  decrepit  ones)  plus  5  accommodations 
for  teachers. 

If  care  is  taken  to  design  a  type  of  building  highly  suitable  to  the  environ¬ 
ment,  total  investment  shouldn't  be  over  10  million  francs. 

If  possible  the  creation  of  a  body  of  counsellors  should  be  added  to  the 
above  list.  If  we  want  to  take  into  accoimt  the  local  languages  and  cultures, 
the  primary  school  teachers  should  definitely  be  assisted  on  a  part-time 
basis  by  counsellors  drawn  from  members  of  the  community.  But  the  framework 
for  carrying  out  that  recruitment  has  yet  to  be  figured  out. 
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Prior  Conditions 


All  current  experience  tends  to  show  that  standard  educational  institutional 
frameworks  are  not  what  make  schools  operate  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The 
only  successes  that  have  been  recorded  must  be  credited  to  a  few  very  high- 
quality  primary  school  teachers  who  have  been  able  to  coirpensate  through 
•^eir  own  resources  for  the  inadequacy  of  institutions. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  a  large  number  of  failures,  due  to  short¬ 
comings  over  vdiich  we  have  no  control,  and  they  have  resulted  only  in  dis¬ 
crediting  schooling  among  the  population  groups  concerned. 

Therefore,  no  longer  should  decisions  be  made  to  start  up  any  classes  without 
favorable  operating  conditions  having  been  established.  Those  conditions 
are  the  following: 

Regarding  School  Construction: 

-  Control  over  the  work  should  be  the  responsibility  of  the  region  or  the 
department,  and  no  longer  the  responsibility  of  the  commune. 

-  Efforts  must  be  made  to  come  up  with  an  economical  type  of  construction 
well  suited  to  the  environment. 

Regarding  Operation  and  Maintenance: 

-  In  this  area  as  well  it  is  desirable  that  responsibility  be  at  the  regional 
or  departmental  level. 

Teaching  Staffs 

Teaching  staff  assignment  should  be  done  with  2-  or  3-year  contracts.  A 
contract  should  provide  for  a  preliminary  training  period  and  material 
benefits  (grade-related  supplementary  allowance  or  extra  pay  or  career  benefits). 

Certain  very  isolated  employment  sites  can  be  reached  only  after  2,  3,  or  4 
days  of  travel.  In  addition,  there  are  no  local  supply  possibilities. 

Hence,  it  is  essential  that  the  following  services  be  provided: 

-  radio-ordered  deliveries 

-  supply  service 

Sufficient  funds  will  be  provided  for  travel  by  air  and  pirogue  for  teachers. 
Inspectors,  and  educational  advisers. 
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Setting  tq)  schooling  for  French  Guiana's  hinterland  population  is  on  our 
current  agenda,  and  nany  pressures  are  being  exerted  for  it  to  be  done 
as  soon'ais  possible. 

However,  nothing  should  be  done  without  quantitative  ^d  qu^itative  problems 
being  joiiltly  resolved  in  order  to  provide  favorable  operating  conditions. 

In  the  pedagogical  area,  educational  objectives  and  content  should  not  raise 
major  difficulties  since  officials  already  have  a  good  amount  of  experience 
at  their  disposal  and  they  are  open  to  ary  collaboration  with  competent 
individuals. 

9631 
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FRENCH  GUIANA 


IMMIGRANT  BOUSING  PROPOSALS  REPORTED 

Cayenne  LA  PRESSE  DE  GUYANE  In  French  25  Apr  84  pp  1,  4 

[Article:  "Housing  Precarious  In  Guiana:  Its  I^>ortance  and  Development") 

[Text]  On  14»  IS  and  16  March  1984,  the  Councils  for  Architecture,  Town  Plan¬ 
ning  and  the  Environment  held  a  colloquium  In  Paris  for  the  consideration  of  a 
development  policy  In  the  DOM  [Overseas  Departments).  In  our  Tuesday  edition 
the  different  CAUE  [Councils  for  Architecture,  Town  Planning  and  the  Environ¬ 
ment]  of  the  DOM  were  described.  Today  the  Importance  and  development  of 
Guiana's  precarious  housing  situation  are  studied,  a  report  presented  by  the 
Guianese  delegation  which  was  present  at  this  colloquium. 

A  form  of  urbanization  developed  particularly  after  gold  washing  came  to  a 
halt  In  the  1950 's  with  the  rural  exodus  and  immigration:  spontaneous  hous¬ 
ing.  Actual  districts  were  formed,  commonly  called  de  facto  cities. 

This  primitive  housing  situation  Is  characterized  by  the  following  elements: 
buildings  put  up  using  salvaged  materials  (wood,  sheet  Iron,  parpens...), 
overpopulation,  squatter  occupation  of  private  and  public  sites,  shanty  towns 
on  the  outskirts  of  Cayenne,  the  development  of  an  Illicit  market  for  finding 
Illegal  housing  ("sleep  merchants"),  the  latter  In  intolerable  health,  sani¬ 
tation  and  security  conditions. 

Since  1925,  one  of  the  first  examples  of  this  spontaneous  housing  has  been 
the  "Chinese  Village,"  located  south  west  of  the  city  of  Cayenne  on  unstable 
and  n^arshy  terrain.  This  village,  originally  occupied  by  Indochinese 
Immigrants  who,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  at  agriculture  towards 
Tonnegrande,  wanted  to  try  fishing  activities,  corresponded  only  to  the  north 
of  the  present  district  which  extends  west  and  south  beyond  the  Leblond  canal, 
where  an  impoverished  immigrant  creole  population  Is  settled  today.  There 
are  more  than  300  houses  and  a  population  of  more  than  1,000  Inhabitants. 

Another  sector  where  spontaneous  housing  was  developed  since  the  1950 's  Is 
located  south  east  of  the  city  of  Cayenne;  it  has  given  rise  to  the  cities 
of  Mlrza,  Cesalre,  N'Zila,  Faubourg  I'Abrl,  Anatole,  Brutus,  Bonhoiome,  Eau 
Llsette.  These  districts  total  more  than  5,000  Inhabitants  settled  In  a 
chaotic  way. 
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For  some  years  now  this  process  of  urbanization  has  reached  sizable  propor- 
tlons:  300  to  400  additional  Inhabitants  per  year.  This  phenomenon  corres¬ 
ponds  to  the  arrival  of  many  clandestine  Immigrants  (Haitians,  Brazilians, 
Surinamers,  nationals  of  Guiana)  In  Guiana,  drawn  by  South  America's  higher 
standard  of  living.  They  settle  on  Cayenne  Island  where  the  majority  of  jobs 
are  to  be  found.  If  7,908  aliens  are  counted  in  1967,  their  number  Increased 
to  19,061  In  1982,  l.e.,  26  percent  of  the  total  population;  Cayenne  Island 
alone  receives  11,200  of  them. 


One  notices  the  spread  of  spontaneous  housing  aloxig  the  lines  of  communica¬ 
tion  (the  Montabo  road,  the  Plages  road,  BN  1,  the  Baduel  road). 

The  multiplication  of  this  type  of  housing  results  from  the  fact  that  offers 
of  lodging  or  land  at  affordable  prices  does  not  keep  up  with  the  riAmanH 
from  a  constantly  growing  foreign  population.  Thus,  for  Cayenne  Island  alone 
the  construction  of  700  housing  units  per  year  would  be  necessary  to  absorb 
this  Influx  of  foreign  manpower  if  the  growth  In  immigrant  population  were  re— 
duced  to  1,000  persons  per  year  (as  against  approximately  2,500  currently), 
which  assumes  very  good  control  of  the  Immigration  phenomenon* 

At  the  moment,  the  immigrant  housing  problem  is  the  most  serious  of  all  those 
that  have  arisen  in  the  .matter  of  housing.  Because  of  this  influx  of  Immi¬ 
grants  which  is  so  difficult  to  control,  Guiana  from  this  point  of  view  is 
actually  a  disaster  area. 

To  ensure  its  economic  development ,  Guiana  needs  this  foreign  manpower  but  it 
attracts  more  than  it  needs. 

To  solve  this  problem  with  which  Guiana  is  faced,  it  is  necessary,  in  the 
overall  political  framework  of  immigration  (specific  legislation— determina¬ 
tion  of  entry  quotas),  to  find  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  the  reception  of 
whose  presence  is  necessary  for  the  development  of  the  local 
economy.  To  :do  this,  it  would  he  desirable  to  establish  the  following  para¬ 
meters: 


—set  up  a  group  of  structures  and  means  which  allow  for  the  establishment  of 
specific  actions  in  this  area  (e.g.,  PACT  center.  Protection,  Amelioration,  ' 
Conservation,  Transfbrmation  of  Housing). 

define  ^  specific  scheme  in  the  area  of  housing  adapted  to  the  conditions 
of  these  groups,  since  the  currently  existing  LTS  [State  Subsidized  Housing] 
is  still  financially  beyond  their  reach.  It  therefore  seems  desirable  to 
develop  state  subsidized  housing  with  contributions  in  kind  for  immigrants 
(L.T.S.N.I.),  which  would  be  built  in  the  context  of  an  assisted  self-construc¬ 
tion  program,  thus  making  it  possible  not  only  to  lower  the  construction  costs 
but  also  to  make  these  populations  more  responsible  in  relation  to  their  hous¬ 
ing  environment. 

The  inhabitants  would  have  a  guarantee  of  permanent  occupation  of  the  site 
and  use  of  the  housing  (on  condition  that  they  not  sublet) .  Construction 
would  have  a  market  value  for  the  occupant  reckoned  by  the  contribution  of 
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his  labor»  and  the  administrative  organization  must  be  able  to  reaqulre  it  in 
the  event  of  the  departure  of  its  occupant.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  period  of 
time  to  he  determined,  the  family  considered  as  being  assimilated  could  ac¬ 
quire  the  housing  property. 

—mobilize  specific  financial  means  so  as  not  to  reduce  LBU  (Sole  Budget 
Line)  funds;  It  is  essential  to  request  financing  from  the  AFICIL  (In 
terreglonal  Financial  Association  of  One  Percent  Housing  Interprofessional 
Committees),  an  organisation  which  distributes  on  the  national  level  the 
funds  collected  by  means  of  the  (one  percent)  salary  tax  reserved  for  the  fi¬ 
nancing  of  immigrant  housing.  From  this  perspective,  It  would  be  necessary 
to  put  to  work  the  CNLT  (National  Committee  for  Immigrant  Housing)  de¬ 
partmental  commission  which  could  study  and  ideflne  the  multiannual  projects 
in  this  area,  passing  them  on  afterwards  to  the  CNLI  (National  Commission 
which  would  approve  them,  thus  making  It  possible  for  the  AFICIL  to 
finance  them. 

—establish  a  whole  complex  of  parallel  and  complementary  actions: 

—creation  of  transfer  zones  outside  of  CAyenne  Island  so  as  to  relieve  the 
pressure  exerted  on  this  area, 

—experimental  pilot  projects  on  Cayenne  Island  making  It  possible  to  test 
the  LTSNI  scheme  and  to  establish  the  structures  necessary  for  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  these  rehousing,  allotment,  and  land  reserve  operations. 

The  financing  of  these  operations  assumes  the  realization  of  10  years  of  an 
annual  package  of  Fr  30  million  earmarked  for  Immigrant  housing. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION  GRENADA 


EX-PRG  MEMBERS  ACCUSED  OF  SABOTAGING  INFRASTRUCTURE 
London  THE  DAILY  TELEGRAPH  in  English  24  Apr  84  p  6 
[Article  by  Christabel  King] 

[Text]  Grenada's  interim  leader*  Mr  Nicholas  Braithwate,  has  accused  fomer 
members  of  Maurice  Bishop's  revolutionary  government  of  sabotaging  the  infra¬ 
structure  of  the  island  to  gain  political  capital  in  the  months  leading  up  to 
this  year's  promised  elections, 

Mr  Braithwalte,  who  is  chairman  of  the  interim  administration  appointed  to 
lead  the  country  to  elections,  claims  that  former  ministers  and  party  members 
are  organising  the  disruption  of  water  and  electricity  supplies . 

Over  the  past  few  months  these  have  become  increasingly  erratic,  with  some 
areas  without  power  for  more  than  12  hours  a  day  and  without  water  for  several 
days  at  a  time.  One  hotel  has  been  without  water  for  weeks, 

Mr  Braithwalte  said  part  of  the  problem  was  broken-down  machinery  but  he 
believed  that  former  members  of  Bishop's  New  Jewel  Movement  working  in  the 
electricity  and  water  services  were  deliberately  aggravating  the  position, 

' Secret  Meetings ' 

During  the  4^5  years  of  the  American  invasion  in  October,  most  public  service 
posts  were  filled  by  officials  loyal  to  the  ruling  party,  [as  published] 

Mr  Braithwalte  says  he  was  certain  that  former  New  Jewel  members  were  holding 
"secret  meetings"  at  which  they  were  planning  to  create  confusion, 

"They  realise  that  people  will  make  a  comparison  between  the  interim  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  so-called  revolution,"  he  said. 

He  named  three  former  New  Jewel  ministers,  Mr  George  Louison,  Mr  Kendrick 
Radix  and  Mr  Lionel  Ramdanny,  who  he  said  "are  having  what  they  call  meetings," 

The  island’s  leaders  are  obviously  concerned  that  the  revolutionary  movement 
is  now  beginning  to  be  reorganised,  A  new  newspaper,  the  INDIES  TIMES,  which 
is  highly  critical  of  the  present  administration,  is  now  being  published. 
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’Cash  From  Libya* 

Mr  Braithwaite  Is  In  no  doubt  that  the  newspaper  is  produced  by  the  New’ Jewel* 
party,  who  he  says  now  seems  to  have  "limitless  sources  of  funds." 

He  believed  some  of  the  money  was  coming  from  Cuba  but  large  amounts  were 
arriving  in  cash  from  Libya. 

"Radix  went  to  Libya  in  February  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  arrived  back 
with  bundles  of  cash.  And  I  expect  cash  from  Libya  is  coming  in  from  a 
number  of  sources,"  he  said. 

The  New  Jewel  Movement  has  still  not  announced  whether  it  will  stand  in  the 
election,  which  is  expected  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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TRIAL  OF  AUSTIN,  OTHERS  POSTPONED;  AUSTIN  HITS  ’INVADERS^ 


Port-of-Spaiii  tRlNIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  E;ngllsh  28  Apr  84  p  5 


[Text] 


ST.  GEORGE’S  Frl.,  f  AP): 

IN  HIS  FIRST  public  statements  since  the  US-led  intervention  last 
October,  Gen.  Hudson  Austin  charged  that  he  was  kidnapp^,  libelled  and  denied 
legal  counsel  by  the  invaders.  The  burly  general  was  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
People’s  Revolutionary  Army  and  head  of  the  military  junta  ousted  by  the 
October  25  invasion. 

He  spoke  calmly  on  Wednesday  as  he 
contended  that  the  charges  against 
him  and  19  other  defendants  here  were 
politically  motivated. 

Later,  Magistrate  Lyle’  St.  Paul 
postponed  until  June  6  the  preliniinarj^ 
inquiry  into  the  charges  of  murder  or 
conspiracy  stemming  from  the  slaying 
of  Prime  Minister  Maurice  Bishop  ana 
seven  supporters. 


NOT  noi  ITK'Al 


by  him  to  flee  Grenada. 

He  said  he  wanted  to  be  replanted 
now  by  British  barrister  Sir  Anthony 
Gifford,  but  Grenada  authorities  have 
thus  far  refused  him  permission  to 
practise  on  the  island.  He  also  com¬ 
plained  of  a  propaganda  campaign 
against  him. 

‘'People  who  don’t  even  Ikxhow  me  call 
me  a  second  Idi  Amin,  and  my  picture  is 
stuck  up  all  over  St.  George’s,  calling 
me  a  madman,”  he  complained. 


St.  Paul  postponed  the  inquiry  after 
14  defendants,  ^including  Austin,  said 
they  were  without  counsel.  He  told 
defendants  that  the  court  proceedings 
were  to  examine  the  criminal  charges 
against  them,  not  to  make  political 
decisions 

But  Austin  said  the  case  was  a  polit¬ 
ical  inquiry  and  said  politics  influenced 
many  things. 

"Even  the  great  Jesus  Ouist  was 
bom  in  Bethlehem  because  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  decision  of  a  Roman  emperor,” 
Austin  said.  Austin  said  the  US  and 
Caribbean  forces  that  invaded  kidnapp¬ 
ed  him  and  ignored  his  requests  for 
legal  counsel. 

Austin  was  captured  six  days  after 
the  invasion  began,  during  an  island¬ 
wide  search  and  an  apparent  attempt 


Sel\^  Strachan,  former  Minister  of 
Mobili^tion,  charged  that  the  oourt 
could  not  separate  the  inquiry  from  the 
invasion,  and  said  die  proceedings  wehe 
being  run  by  foreign  forces.  ”1  am  chal- 
lengmg  the  legality  of  my  arrest  bi' 
foreigh  forces,*’^ he  said. 

Strachan  said  hi  spoke  as  a  member 
of  the;  Central  Committee  of  die  New 
Jewel  Movement  (NJM),  die  oidy 
political  party  in  the  Eastern  Carib¬ 
bean  to  have  staged  a  historical 
revolution. 

A  split  in  the  leftist  party  led  to  the 
Grenada  crisis. 

Bernard  Coard,  the  former  deputy 
Prime  Minister  who  apparendy  en¬ 
gineered  the  mlit,  did  not  speak.  He 
and  his  wife  Phyllis  were  represented 
by  three  attorneys. 
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GOVERNMENT  LOOKS  TO  PRIVATE  SECTOR  TO  CREATE  NEW  JOBS 


Port-of-Spaln  EXPRESS  In  English  30  Apr  8A  p  44 


[Text]  ST  GEORGES,  Gre- 
B»d*,  Sunday. 
(CANA)-GreBada*a 
«  Interiin  Govenunent 
is  looking  towards  the 
local  private  sector  to 
take  advantage  of  the 
number  of  Investment 
opportunities  to  be 
'made  available  on  the 
Island  shortly  to  help 
In  the  creation  of 
ihore  iobs»  a  senior 

Svernment  official 
id. 

Dr  Parrick  Emma- 
nuel,  the  Interim  Gov- 
"  ernment’s  member 
responsible  for  education 
said  the  administration 
was  in  ihe  process  of 
improving  utility  aerv- 
ices  particularly  in  the 
areas  of  roads,  electricty 
and  water  and  it  was 
hopeful  that  the  private 
se^r  would  come  fo* 
wmd  **to  improve  Hs 
own  investment  perfor¬ 
mances.” 

Addressing  the  23rd 
annual  convention  of  the 
Grenada  Union  of  Tea¬ 
chers,  Emmanuel  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  new 
Grenada  Government 
had  alreadh^  an>TOved  a 
number  of  proposals  by 
^  tiie  private  sector  for  in¬ 


vestment  projects  so¬ 
cially  in  hotel 
construction  in  the 
southern  part  of  the 
country  and  for  the  set¬ 
ting  up  of  industrial  foc- 
tories  in  Ihe  areas  of 
puments  and  stationery. 

”It  is  eroected  urgent¬ 
ly  that  these  projects 
Mould  come  on  stream 
in  the  not  too  distant 
foture,  and  that  they 
would  lay  the  basis  for  a 
general  revitalization  of 
me  economy  in  respect 
of  investments,  produc¬ 
tion,  productivity,  and 
Income  and  jobs,”  he 
said. 

Emmanuel  also  spoke 
of  the  government  re- 
ceivhig  what  he  termed  a 
heartening  response 
from  donor  countries  for 
a  number  of  its  economic 
projects  presented  for 
ninding  p^icularly  the 
construction  of  the  half- 
buOt  international  air¬ 
port  at  Point  Salines  in 
Uie  south  of  the  island. 

The  tAxpofi  Is  es- 
pected  to  be  completed 
Octc^r  with  the 
Unit^  States  providing 
$19  of  the  ^4  million 
needed.  The  remainder 
will  come  from  Canada. 


Emmanuel,  who  Is  se¬ 
nior  economic  research 
fellow  with  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  the  West  Indies, 
stressed  that  amoM  the 
other  priorities  of  the  { 
five-month-old  govern-  , 
ment  is  the  generation  of 
the  much  needed  em- 
plovment  opportunities 
to  overcome  the  disloca¬ 
tions  resulting  from  the 
political  rgiheaval  of  last 
October. 

Other  priorities,  he 
cited  were  the  provision 
of  adequate  internal  se¬ 
curity,  the  setting  up  of 
;*the  machinery  for  ^ec- 
\  tions  to  restore  oonstitu- 
tional  elected 
government,  aconoipic 
>  reconstruction,  and  ^ 

;  securing  of  international 
recognition  of  the  cot^- 
try  so  that  its  economic 
social  programmes 
can  be  adequately 


said,  H  Is  now  dear  that 
the  International  com¬ 
munity  Is  prepared  to 
accept  the  sauninistra- 
tion  as  an  independent 
authority  and  that  seve¬ 
ral  regional  and  eztra-re- 
^nal  countries  have 
been  eonducti^  normal 
idations  with  Grenada. 

*We  have  been  able  to 
develop  eitensive  con¬ 
tacts  within  the  United 
Nations,  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  with  other 
International  bodies  such 
as  the  Or|^isation  of 
American  states  which 
in  particular  has  been 
ettremly  co-operative,  as 
well  as  several  other  tra-  ; 
ditional  friends  and* 
some  Otner  newer 
friends,**  Emmanud 
said. 


I  On  the  question  of 
'  recognition  of  the  care- 
;  taker  government,  he 
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LOSS  OF  LIBYAN  AID— St.  Georges,  Grenada,  Wednesday,  (CANA)— Grenada  stands 
to  lose  $91  million  (U.S.)  in  aid  from  Libya  following  the  break  . in  diploma¬ 
tic  relations  between  the  two  countries  after  last  October's  U.S.  lead  mili¬ 
tary  intervention,  a  newspaper  here  claimed.  INDIES  TIMES,  a  publication  of 
the  recently  launched  Maurice  Bishop  ihemorial  foundation,  carried  the  report 
in  this  week's  edition.  Governor-General  Sir  Paul  Scoon  expelled  all  Libyan 
and  Eastern  European  diplomats  after  the  invasion  which  ousted  a  military  coun¬ 
cil  which  had  taken  power  in  a  coup  in  which  Prime  Minister  Bishop  was 
killed.  The  paper  said  that  Grenada  and  Libya  had  signed  agreements  Covering 
millions  of  dollars  in  aid  and  investment  during  a  visit  to  the  Arab  country 
in  1982  by  Bishop.  It  said  that  one  of  the  agreements  included  ^he  provision 
of  $13.5  million  by  Libya  to  Grenada  to  be  made  available  between  1983  and 
March  18,  1984,  as  an  interest-free  loan  over  a  nine-year  period.  These 
funds,  the  paper  said  would  have  been  used  to  complete  construction  of  the 
international  airport  at  Point  Salines,  the  provision  of  a  new  television 
station,  and  as  loan  funds  to  the  national  commercial  bank  for  lending  to 
the  private  sector  for  investment  projects.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS 
in  English  17  May  84  p  34} 
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OUTGOING  VENEZUELAN  ENVOY  URGES  PEACEFUL  RESOLUTION 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  In  English  10  May  84  pp  1,  8 

[Text]  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  people  should  overcome  existing 
cultural  and  economic  barriers  and  establish  closer  bonds  of  friendship, 
outgoing  Venezuelan  Ambassador  to  Guyana,  Sadlo  Garavlnl  has  said. 

Speaking  in  an  interview  with  IPS  Tuesday,  Garavlnl  said  the  barriers 
keeping  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  peoples  apart  were  created  by  developed 
countries  to  safeguard  their  own  economic  interests. 

Garavlnl  returns  to  Caracas  within  a  week. 

A  territorial  controversy  has  cast  a  cloud  over  relations  between  the  two 
South  American  nations.  Venezuela's  claim  to  a  huge  chunk  of  Guyana's 
land,  the  rich  Essequlbo  county,  became  a  live  Issue  In  recent  years  and 
has  impeded  efforts  to  improve  relations  between  the  two  states. 

Garavlnl  said  his  efforts  to  peacefully  resolve  the  Guyana-Venezuela 
territorial  Issue  were  helped  by  circumstances. 

The  decision  by  Venezuela  and  Guyana  to  refer  the  Issue  to  UN  Secretary- 
General  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar,  has  done  a  lot  to  reduce  tension,  he  told 
IPS. 

Involvement  of  the  UN  Secretary-General,  termed  a  respected  third  party  by 
Garavlnl,  has  changed  the  whole  atmosphere. 

The  avenue  is  now  open  for  activities  on  a  government- to-government  level, 
he  said. 

One  such  possibility  was  Increased  trade  between  the  two  Republics.  A 
recent  bauxite  deal  between  Venezuela  and  Guyanese  companies  should  Impact 
favourably  on  relations,  he  commented. 

He  told  IPS  that  greater  economic  and  cultural  cooperation  was  needed  at 
the  regional  level  to  promote  tighter  links  between  countries  of  the  south. 


This  was  an  Important  first  step  towards  ushering  In  a  New  International 
Economic  Order  (NIEO). 

Garavlnl  believes  Caribbean  Community  (CARICOM)  member  states  are  becoming 
Increasingly  Interested  In  seeking  wider  markets  for  their  produce.  The 
economic  resources  and  potential  within  the  Community  could  better  serve 
the  people  If  wider  markets  are  sought »  he  said. 

He  Is  scheduled  to  take  up  a  position  In  Caracas  as  Ambassador-Adviser  to 
the  Foreign  Minister  on  Caribbean  Affairs. — (IPS) 
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TWO  BRAZILIAN  NAVAL  VESSELS  SCHEDULE  5-DAY  VISIT 
Georgetown  SUNDAY  CHRONICLE  In  English  29  Apr  84  p  11 

[Text]  The  commandant  of  the  two-vessel  naval  fleet  from  Brazil  which  is 
now  on  a  five-day  visit  to  Guyana  has  expressed  the  view  that  the  visit 
will  help  to  increase  the  friendship  which  exists  between  Guyana  and 
Brazil. 

Speaking  to  newsmen  Friday,  Captain  Carlos  Augusto  Vasconcellos  Saralva 
said  that  the  visit  of  the  two  vessels,  the  corvette  "Iguatemi"  and  its 
smaller  sister  ship,  "Plratinl"  which  arrived  Thursday  night,  is  just  one 
of  a  series  of  courtesy  calls. 

Members  of  the  public  are  being  allowed  to  tour  the  vessels  up  to  today. 
They  are  moored  alongside  the  Guyana  National  Engineering  Corporation  wharf 
on  Lombard  Street. 

The  vessels,  which  are  based  at  Brazil’s  north-east  port  of  Belem,  leave 
Guyana  on  Tuesday  for  Suriname  and  then  on  to  Cayenne.  They  are  also 
expected  to  visit  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  Venezuela  and  Martinique. 

During  their  stay  in  the  country,  senior  members  of  the  crew  will  pay 
courtesy  calls  on  a  number  of  officials  including  the  Mayor  of  Georgetown, 
the  Commissioner  of  Police  and  the  Chlef-of-Staff  of  the  Disciplined  Forces. 

They  will  also  go  on  a  number  of  site-seeing  tours  and  visits  around  the 
city  and  in  the  rural  areas. 

This  is  the  third  visit  to  Guyana  by  Brazilian  naval  vessels.  The  others 
were  In  1973  when  the  "Iguateml"  came  into  Port  Georgetown  on  a  routine 
visit,  and  the  other  was  in  1975. 

This  is  the  first  visit  to  Guyana  for  Captain  Vasconcellos  Saralva  and  also 
for  the  captain  of  the  "Piratlnl,”  Lieutenant  Rodrigo  Otavio  Fernandes 
Honkls . 

According  to  Captain  Vasconcellos  Saralva,  the  "Iguateml"  has  equipment 
for  search  and  rescue  operations  and  for  the  transport  of  a  limited  amount 
of  cargo. 
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The  captain  revealed  that  the  vessel  intends  to  pick  up  supplies  from  Cayenne 
on  its  way  back  to  Brazil. 

The  "Iguatemi,"  he  said,  is  normally  used  for  patrolling  a  300-mlle  stretch 
of  water  along  Brazil's  northern  coast,  while  the  "Plratini"  is  used  mainly 
for  river  patrols.  (GNA) 
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Trawler  attacked;  some  crewmen  feared  dead 

Hijacking  at  Sea 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  9  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  An  estimated  50  trawlers  sped  into  Port  Georgetown  yesterday  in 
protest  over  the  hijacking  of  a  Guyana  Seafoods  trawler  "Miss  Lanlta"  and 
the  shooting  of  Captain  Joe  Fernandes  and  his  three-member  crew. 

Fernandes  is  now  a  patient  in  critical  condition  at  a  City  hospital.  His 
three  colleagues  are  feared  dead. 

Reports  reaching  the  Chronicle  last  night  said  the  hijacking  Incident  was 
staged  early  Monday  when  the  "Miss  Lanlta"  was  about  two  miles  off  shore. 

Three  pirates  using  a  small  fishing  boat  reportedly  boarded  the  "Miss 
Lanlta"  before  dawn  on  Monday,  shot  the  skipper  and  his  crew  and  then  threw 
them  overboard. 

Fernandes  who  was  shot  in  the  back  managed  to  stay  afloat  until  he  was 
rescued  several  hours  later  by  the  crew  of  the  tug  "Resolve."  He  was  rushed 
to  Georgetown  and  has  since  undergone  emergency  surgery. 

Reports  late  last  night  said  Fernandes  has  identified  two  of  his  attackers; 
three  men  were  in  Police  custody;  and,  the  Police  were  trying  to  locate 
two  men  they  believe  could  help  them  in  their  investigations. 

The  Police  believe  the  men  in  custody  had  planned  to  rendezvous  with 
the  bandits  sometime  today. 

Missing  and  believed  dead  are  Fernandes*  brothers  Henry  and  Jerome  and 
Michael  Dially. 

General  Manager  of  Guyana  Seafoods  Limited  Lloyd  Plggot  confirmed  last 
night  that  the  company’s  entire  fleet  of  88  had  left  the  fishing  zone  for 
port  as  a  result  of  Monday's  incident. 

Executive  Chairman  of  Guyana  Fisheries  Limited,  Robert  Williams,  also 
confirmed  that  vessels  in  the  GFL  fleet  were  heading  for  Port  Georgetown. 
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Police  believe  the  pirates  planned  to  kill  the  crew  and  assume  control  of 
the  vessel  which  they  would  later  sell.  The  "Miss  Lanita,"  the  reports  said, 
had  once  been  stolen  but  was  recovered  in  Colombia.  Yesterday  it  was  found 
partly  submerged.  The  seacock  had  been  removed. 

Up  to  late  yesterday,  an  estimated  50  trawlers  had  arrived  in  Port  Georgetown 
and  an  estimated  88  others  were  reported  heading  for  port. 

Meanwhile,  the  "Miss  Lanita"  which  has  since  been  towed  into  port  was  last 
night  moored  alongside  Guyana  Seafoods'  wharf  at  McDoom. 

The  pirates  had  reportedly  removed  some  of  the  catch  and  the  tadlo  and" 
navigation  equipment  from  the  trawler.  And  by  yesterday  afternoon  the 
fish  aboard  had  to  be  dumped  after ' becoming  contaminated. 

■  DeferiSfe*'’F6rce- Escorts 

Georgetown'  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  10  May  84  pp  1,  5  ■  ^ 

[Article  by  Bert  Wilkinson]  ■  * 

[Text]  Trawlers  of  the  state-owned  Guyana  Fisheries  Limited  (GFL)  yesterday 
began  returning  to  fishing  grounds  after  their  Crews  received  as stiranCes  ’ 
regarding  their  safety  from  management,  the  Police  and  the  Guyana  Defence 
Force.  ■■■  "• 

They  were  assured  that  measures  will  be  implemented  to  avoid  a  recurrence 
of  Monday's  hijacking  of  a  trawler  catch  and  the  shooting  Of  the  trawler's 
four-^man  crews,  three  of  whom  are  still  missing.  •  >, 


The  shrimping  fleet  of  GFL  and  Georgetown  Seafoods  returned  to  Port  George¬ 
town  Tuesdaj^  in  the  wake  of  the  Monday  night  hijacking  and  shooting  incidents 
to  demand  assurances  concerning ''safety  Of  crews  and  vessels. 

However,  the  fleet  of  Georgetown  Seafoods,  the  country's  largest  shrimping 
concern,  remained  in  Pott "up  to  last  night, ■ the  captains  and  crewS  refusing 
to  return  to  sea  until  "sOmethlflE  ^sitlVe  is  done. "  ■  ‘  .  ^ 

The  Chronicle  has  been  reliably  informed  that  Georgetown  Seafoods,  whose 
vessel  attdCreW  were  victims  of  the  hijack,  intends  to  write  the  Fisheries 
Ministry  and  Police  Commissioner,  Lloyd  Barker  about  the  possible' armlhg  - 
of  the  captains  of  its  vessels. 

"Of  course,  the  ramifications  of  such  a  measure  (the  arming  of  captains) 
will  have  to  be  carefully  considered,"  one  goveimment  official  commented 
yesterdayi  ‘  .  .  i  t 

The  two  major  fishing  companies,  the  military  and  government  Officials  held 
a  number  of  closed-door  meetings  yesterday  to  review  the  situation  which 
has  virtually  paralysed  a  major  section  of  the  industry;'  "■ 
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GFL  says  that  the  return  to  Port  by  Its  vessels  was  a  costly  exercise. 

"Once  you  lose  one  day's  catch  per  trawler  It  will  be  costly,"  a  GFL  spokesman 
pointed  out . 

One  of  the  safety  proposals  agreed  on  yesterday  was  that  trawlers  leaving 
Port  Georgetown  should  report  to  the  GDF  Maritime  Command.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  the  vessels  should  endeavour  to  coordinate  their  return  and 
Inform  the  GDF  which  will  provide  them  with  "an  escort  or  two." 

The  captains  are  also  being  encouraged  to  return  to  Port  during  daylight  hours 
as  far  as  Is  practicable. 

"We  will  attempt  to  arrange  for  them  to  communicate  with  GDF  reconnalsance 
aircraft,"  Major  Rouche  Adams  reported. 

While  most  of  GFL's  vessels  are  expected  to  sail  today,  a  number  of  captains 
Interviewed  yesterday  felt  that  Monday's  hijacking  could  occur  again.  They 
said  that  the  shrimping  business  Is  becoming  dangerous  and  recalled  an 
Incident  last  year  when  another  Seafoods  skipper  was  tied  up  and  his  catch 
stolen. 

Meanwhile,  the  Police  are  still  questioning  three  men  held  In  connection  with 
the  hijacking. 


Request  for  Weapons 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  In  English  11  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  A  number  of  Guyana  Fisheries  Limited  trawlers  headed  for  the  deep 
seas  yesterday  but  all  of  the  Georgetown  Seafoods'  vessels  remained  In  port 
as  management  attempted  to  find  solutions  acceptable  enough  for  the  captains 
and  crews  to  the  problems  raised  by  Monday's  piracy. 

Lloyd  Plggot,  Georgetown  Seafoods  Managing  Director,  said  yesterday  that 
the  captains  continue  to  demand  that  they  be  allowed  to  carry  weapons  to 
protect  themselves  against  attacks,  similar  to  Monday's  hijacking  of  a 
Seafoods  trawler's  catch  and  the  shooting  of  Its  four-man  crew.  "We  are 
taking  all  the  necessary  steps,  going  through  all  the  motions  to  find  a 
solution,"  Plggot  told  the  Chronicle. 

He  said  that  the  firm  was  hoping  that  the  authorities  would  grant  the 
weapons  request.  But  from  the  way  the  situation  looks  "our  vessels  could 
be  tied  up  for  a  long  time."  Seafoods  owns  just  over  50  percent  of 
Guyana's  trawling  fleet. 

GFL  captains  agreed  to  return  to  sea  after  a  lengthy  meeting  with  management 
and  the  military  Wednesday,  although  the  crewmen  were  fearful  of  a  recurrence 
of  another  hijacking  now  that  this  Is  the  high  season  for  shrimping. 
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Meanwhile,  the  Police  have  seized  an  outboard  engine  aiid  a  fishing  boat 
suspected  of  being  used  in  the  hijack  which  occurred  two  miles  offshore. 

And  hospital  sources  reported  too  that  Captain  Joe  Fernandes,  the  lone 
survivor  of  the  incident,  is  improving  at  a  private  city  hospital. 

The  other  crew  members  of  the  "Miss  Lanita,"  believed  dead,  were  still  not 
accounted  for  up  to  yesterday. 


CSO:  3298/867 


127 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


GUYANA 


SOLIDARITY,  PEACE  COMMITTEE  MAKES  PLANS  FOR  NEXT  YEAR 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  29  Apr  84  pp  1,  2 

[Text]  A  top  level  government  team  will  be  making  official  visits  to  some 
friendly  countries  In  June  and  this  will  Influence  the  participation  of 
the  executive  of  the  Guyana  Committee  for  Solidarity  and  Peace  In  Interna¬ 
tional  meetings  planned  for  that  period,  President  of  the  GCSP,  Cde  Elvln 
McDavld  told  a  press  conference  Thursday. 

The  press  conference,  which  brought  the  curtains  down  on  the  conference 
sponsored  by  the  GCSP,  said  that  more  than  40  Caribbean,  Latin  American 
and  other  World  Peace  organisations  participated  In  the  meeting  which  he 
described  as  a  huge  success. 

He  noted  that  in'  1985  another  conference  of  greater  magnitude  and  partici¬ 
pation  will  be  held  In  Georgetown  under  the  aegis  of  the  GCSP. 

The  just  concluded  meeting  was  convened  when  tbe  International  world  Is 
threatened  by  the  aggressive  and  Irresponsible  actions  of  the  Reagan  Adminis¬ 
tration  which  has  provoked  the  most  energetic  condemnation  by  International 
public  opinion,  Cde  McDavld  said. 

The  meeting  condemned  the  deployment  of  new  American  missiles  In  Europe 
which  has  heightened  the  danger  of  nuclear  catastrophe,  he  added. 

Cde  McDavld,  who  Is  also  Chief  Political  Adviser  to  the  President,  said 
that  earlier  in  the  week  he  had  received  a  note  from  the  American  Embassy 
In  Guyana  informing  him  of  "Ocean  Venture  84,"  which  is  an  explosive  combi¬ 
nation  of  men,  war  machines,  gunboats,  helicopters  and  arms. 

The  GCSP  president  said  that  this  exercise  "cannot  augur  well  for  peace  In 
the  Region." 

Within  the  fortnight,  the  GCSP  will  circulate  to  all  heads  of  governmetp  and 
International  and  regional  organisations,  the  Georgetown  appeal  which  contends: 
"The  greatest  threat  to  the  region’s  sovereignty  and  independence  lies  In 
the  aggressive  policies  of  the  present  administration  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 
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BURNHAM,  IN  MAY  DAY  SPEECH,  OUTLINES  ECONOMIC  PLANS 
Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  2  May  84  pp  1,  5 

fTextl  President  Forbes  Burnham  yesterday  outlined  a  number  of  projects' 
proposals— some  for  joint  venture  arrangements— to  be  embarked  upon  as 
part  of  the  country's  programme  for  national  economic  recovery. 


Some  of  these  proposals,  he  told  a 
are  already  embodied  in  agreements 

The  projects'  proposals  include: 


big  May  Day  rally  at  the  National  Park, 
entered  into  with  some  friendly  countries. 


—finalising  details  for  starting  work  on  converting  the  three  megawatt 
hydropower  station  at  Tumatumari  into  a  larger  station— 


— setting  up  a  hydro-power  station  at  Eclipse  Falls  ithe  North  West 
District  with  the  help  of  the  Democratic  People  s  Republic  of  Korea— 


—setting  up  a  hydro-power  plant  in  the  Rupununi  with  the  help  of  the 
Brazilian  Cover nment— 

—bringing  the  glass  factory  on  stream  before  the  end  of  the  year— 

—beginning  work  on  the  construction  of  an  Agriculture  Research  Institute 
with  the  help  of  the  DPRK — 


—establishing  a  2  000-hectare  model  farm  on  the  West  Coast  of  Berbice  and 

—gold  exploration  ventures  with  Canadian  and  Yugoslav  companies 

-mining  of  manganese  (once  again)  in  the  North  West  District  with  the  help 
oi  the  DPRK.  He  said  there  are  also  plans  for  the  further  diversification 
of  Guyana’s  trading  relations. 

He  noted  that  these  proposals  should  be  seen  as  part  of  Guyana’s  pursuit  of 

iSependsncL  Ha  atraased,  howavar,  that  tha  auccaaa  of  thaaa  plana 

depend  on  co-pperatlon  of  the  people. 
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Touching  on  the  state  of  the  economy,  the  President  admitted  that  cost  of 
living  is  high  and  prices  of  essential  goods  and  services  are  increasing. 

He  noted,  however,  that  such  a  feature  is  not  peculiar  to  Guyana  and  mentioned 
a  number  of  countries  which  are  affected  by  somewhat  similar  problems. 

Cde  Burnham  noted  that  Guyana  is  in  discussion  with  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  (IMF)  about  acceptable  terms  for  balance  of  payment  support.  He 
stressed,  however,  that  running  to  the  Fund  is  not  the  way  out  of  the 
economic  situation. 

He  mentioned  a  number  of  countries  which  are  worse  off  economically, 
having  Implemented  conditions  laid  down  by  the  IMF  for  balance  of  pajnment 
support . 

Stressing  the  Importance  of  stable  industrial  relations  climate,  the 
President  noted  that  millions  of  dollars  were  lost  through  the  strike  in 
the  bauxite  Industry  last  year.  The  sugar  Industry  also  lost  momey  because 
of  the  strike  called  by  the  National  Association  of  Agricultural,  Commercial 
and  Industrial  Employees  (NAACIE) ,  last  year. 

He  said  there  is  an  urgent  need  to  Increase  production  to  satisfy  this 
country's  conventional  markets'  requirements  while  at  the  same  time  meeting 
the  demands  of  counter-trade  arrangements. 

Counter-trade  is  Important  to  Guyana  at  this  time  since  it  enables  the 
country  to  import  items  it  does  not  produce  and  for  which  it  does  not 
have  the  foreign  exchange  to  pay. 

He  was  critical  of  those  people  who  seem  to  be  of  the  view  that  this  country 
will  be  able  to  "survive"  only  "through  alms"  and  he  called  on  Guyanese 
to  make  greater  use  of  the  resources  at  their  disposal  since  "the  way  out 
is  not  begging  or  accepting  IMF  conditions." 

He  also  urged  Guyanese  to  be  guardians  of  this  country's  resources  so  that 
the  illegal  export  of  commodities  may  be  stopped.  (GNA) 
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TUC  OFFICIALS  STRESS  REBUILDING  AT  MAY  DAY  RALLY 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  2  May  84  pp  1,  8 

[Text]  National  unity,  industrial  peace,  dedication  and  a  commitment  to 
serve  are  of  vital  Importance  in  nation-building,  President  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  (TUC)  Samuel  Walker  stressed  yesterday. 

Addressing  a  mass  gathering  of  workers  at  the  TUC*s  main  1984  May  Day  rally 
at  the  National  Park,  Cde  Walker  noted  that  although  Guyana  has  attained 
political  independence,  it  was  still  to  achieve  economic  independence. 

In  the  task  of  nation-building,  Guyanese  workers  need  to  learn  from  the 
workers  in  countries  devastated  by  the  World  Wars  who  did  not  sit  idle,  but 
who  resolved  to  rebuild  their  countries,  he  stressed. 

Walker,  who  is  serving  his  fourth  consecutive  year  as  TUC  President  referred 
to  workers'  present  "inability"  to  cope  with  "soaring  prices"  of  food  and 
other  essential  goods  and  services. 

In  addition,  he  assured  his  National  Park  audience  the  TUC  was  examining 
and  would  shortly  make  public  its  views  on  the  Labour  Amendment  Act  1984. 

He  noted  that  notwithstanding  Government's  refusal  to  accept  conditions 
laid  out  by  the  IMF,  there  had  been  a  devaluation  of  the  Guyana  dollar, 
resulting  in  an  automatic  rise  in  the  cost-of-living. 

Earlier,  in  welcoming  remarks,  TUC  General  Secretary  Joseph  Pollydore 
had  underlined  the  dilemma  workers  were  facing  as  a  result  of  what  he 
described  as  the  "instant"  increase  in  the  prices  of  essential  services 
and  commodities.  He  advocated  an  urgent  Increase  in  wages  and  salaries. 

President  Burnham,  in  his  address  to  the  May  Day  rally,  announced  that 
Government  has  agreed  to  an  increase  in  wages  and  salaries  for  workers 
(other  than  teachers)  in  the  public  sector  retroactive  to  January  1,  1984. 
He  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  details  were  still  being  discussed  with 
the  TUC. 
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Cde  Pollydore  referred  to  allegations  made  in  an  article  published  In  the 
last  issue  of  the  "Caribbean  Contact,"  datellned  Georgetown  and  headlined 
"Death  of  a  Trade  Union  Movement." 

He. said  today's  large  turnout  at  the  rally  and  parade  nailed  the  lie 
published  by  the  Contact.  He  admitted  there  are  difficulties  within  the 
Movement,  but  pointed  out  that  the  favourable  response  to  the  TUC  May  Day 
rally  showed  the  faith  workers  have  In  the  future  of  Guyana  and  their  belief 
that  the  Trade  Union  Movement  can  do  something  for  them.  In  his  address, 

Cde  Walker  reiterated  the  TUC’s  opposition  to  the  "IMF  prescriptions,"  In 
view  of  other  countries  which  had  entered  into  agreements  with  the  Fund. 

He  noted  that  certain  countries  In  the  developed  world  were  Interested  In 
recolonlslng  developing  Independent  States. 

On  the  Labour  Amendment  Act  1984  Cde  Walker  said  the  just-lnstltuted  Act 
was  currently  being  examined  by  the  TUC's  Executive  Council,  The  TUC,  he 
explained,  would  seek  more  legal  advice  before  making  public  Its  views  on 
the  Act. 

The  TUC  is  also  examining  the  Severance  Pay  Bill,  the  Trades  Union  Recogni¬ 
tion  Bill  and  the  Trainee  Employment  and  Conditions  of  Service  Bill  1984. 

He  stressed  the  desirability  of  legislation  to  give  greater  protection  to 
workers,  against  acts  such  as  wrongful  dismissals. 

He,  however,  reminded  Guyanese  that  all  must  be  Involved  in  nation-building 
In  order  to  win  economic  independence.  "To  do  otherwise  would  mean  that 
the  struggles  of  (Hubert  Nathaniel)  Crltchlow  and  other  dedicated  workers 
would  have  been  in  vain." 

1984  Is  the  100th  birth  anniversary  of  Crltchlow,  founder  of  the  British 
Guiana  Labour  Union  In  1919.  Crltchlow  is  widely  acknowledged  as  the  father 
of  trade  unionism  in  Guyana.  This  year  also,  the  Guyana  Teachers'  Associa¬ 
tion,  celebrates  its  100th  anniversary.  (GNA) 
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UNION  rallies  HIT  TUC  ACTIONS,  CALL  FOR  WAGE  INCREASES 

Jagan  at  GAWU  Rally  ,  ,,  .  :  ,  ,  , 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  6  May  84  p  1  ;  ,  ^  si 

[Text]  GAWU  iield  a  number  of  May  Day  rallies  and  marches ' throughout  the  • 

sugar  belt.  At  one  of  the  largest  held,  at  Port  Mbuirant,  Hon  President  of 
GAWU,  Cheddi  Jagan  was  given  a  resounding  welcome,  with  workers  hoisting 
him  on  their  shoulders  and  carrying  him  to  the  rostrum.  Heavily  garlanded, 
he  addressed  the  May  Day  rally  calling  for  unity  end  struggle  in  the  battle 
which  lies  ahead  of  all  working  people  in  Guyana,  .  - 

Dr  Jagan  said  that  there  were  three  worlds  today,  the  sbciaTist  world  which 
is  making  steady  progress;  the  capitalist  world  which  is,  in  serious 
and  is  depending  more  and  more  on  militarisation;  and  thp  third  world, 
which  is  in  a  state  of  flxuc.  The  capitalist  crisis  is  teing  exported  to 
the  third  world  where  some  countries  are  led  by  the  puppets  of  imperialism. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  those  trying  to  get  out  of  the  clutches  of 
imperialism  which  was  the  role  being  played  by  Grenada, ^by  Chile  and  by  the 
PPP  ^en  it  was  in  office.  "Our  job  is  to  fight  the  puppets  here.",  . 

He  referred  to  an  attitude  being  pushed  by  some  rightist  groups  to  let  the 
Americans  come  here  and  things  will  be  better.  He  reminded  the  workers 
that  it  was  the  Americans,  the  CIA,  who  put  the  PNC  in  office  in  1964  and 
said;  "Look  where  that  has  got  us.  We've  never  had  it  so  bad!"  The 
answer  is  not  to  bring  the  Americans  here  but  to  fight,  in  a  unified  way, y 
to  get  rid  of  the  puppets  of  imperialism.  We  must  work  and  fight  for  a 
solution  to  Guyana's  problem  and  that,  he  said,  was  to  build  a  National 
Patriotic  Front  Government.  "Sugar  workers  must  be  in  the  forefront  of  the 
thrust  to  liberate  Guyanese  workers  and  Guyana." 

At  another  May  Day  Rally  at  Better  Hope,  main  speakers  were  GAWU  Vice 
President  Janki  Persaud,  NAACIE  General  Secretary  N.K.  Gopaul  and  Member 
of  Parliament  Janet  Jagan.  Janki  Persaud,  who  had  just  returned  from  a 
trade  union  conference  in  Nicaragua  spoke  of  his  experiences  there  and  the 
solidarity  of  the  people  in  the  face  of  imminent  invasion  from  the  USA, 
either  direct  or  indirect.  He  said  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
staunchness  of  the  people  and  their  real  determination  to  die,  if  necessary, 
to  defend  their  revolution  and  the  gains  of  the  working  people.  He  called 
for  Guyanese  workers  solidarity  with  Nicaragua. 
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Guest  speaker  N.K.  Gopaul  dealt  in  full  with  the  Labour  Amendment  Bill 
and  sharply  criticised  the  attitude  of  the  TUC  in  this  matter.  He  explained 
the  reasons  for  the  strike  called  by  NAACIE  and  praised  GAWU  as  the  only 
union  to  give  active  support  to  NAACIE’ s  struggle.  ,  . 

The  Bill,  he  said,  has  given  the  TUC  the  legal  right  to  bargain  on  behalf 
of  unions.  This  is  destroying  the  trade  union  right  of  collective  bargain¬ 
ing.  It  has  also  had  the  effect  of  legalising  the  withdrawal  of  the  $14  a 
day  minium  wage  agreement  which  the  TUC  and  the  Government  never  Implemented. 
The  workers,  he  said,  have  been  "conned." 

He  gave  strong  support  to  the  strengthening  of  the  bonds  of  solidarity 
between  sugar  and  bauxite  workers.  He  also  expressed  his  support  for  the 
decision  of  GAWU’s  Hon  President  Cheddl  Jagan  not  to  take  part  in  the  TUC 
May  Day  Rally,  not  to  march  with  the  oppressors. 

The  last  speaker,  Janet  Jagan  discussed  at  length  reasons  for  the  economic 
crisis  attd  the  drastic  effects  it  has  had  on  the  ■Working  people.  She 
referred  to  the  economic  collapse  manifested  by  drops  in  production  of  major 
exports  and  the  consequeht  drop  in  export  earnings  which  have  caused  the 
sharp  reduction  in  availability  of  essential  goods. 

She  also  dealt  with  the  rightist  alliance  against  the  progressive  forces, 
particularly  GAWU  and  the  PPP,  These  groupings  are,  in  fact,  aiding  the  PNC 
by  trying  to  destroy  the  only  effective  party  and  the  only  real  alternative 
to  the  PNC,  and  hoping  to  destroy  the  country's  most  militant  and  largest 
union,  GAWU.  She  referred  to  those  who  make  up  the  rightist  alliance, 
including  more  than  one  who  actively  helped  rig  elections  in  Guyana.  Some 
of  the  very  people,  she  said,  worked  with  the  PNC  and  CIA  to  oust  the  PPP 
from  government  in  the  1960s. 

She  spioke  of  the  long,  historical  relationship  between  the  PPP  and  GAWU  dating 
back  to  1948  and  Enmore,  pointing  to  the  fact  that  such  a  friendship  does  not 
contravene  any  trade  union  principle,  but  in  fact,  has  been  a  means  of 
furthering  the  class  struggle  in  Guyana.  It  is  the  class  struggle,  she  said, 
which  will  determine  the  outcome  of  Guyana's  future. 

GAWU  Resolutions 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  6  May  84  p  2 

[Text]  Thousands  of  workers  in  the  sugar  belt  attending  GAWU  May  Day 
public  meetings  and  rallies  have  supported  the  call  for  a  new  wage  structure 
that  would  be  in  keeping  With  the  Increases  in  the  cost  of  living. 

A  resolution  to  that  effect  was  passed.  It  noted  that  wages  have  remained 
frozen  since  1978  and  that  unions  have  been  refused  the  right  to  bargain 
for  Increases. 
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Wotkers  also  rallied  around  calls  for  a  halt  in  retrenchment  and  for  benefits 
to  be  paid  to  the  growing  army  of  unemployed  persons.  A  resolution  called 
for  the  implementation  of  a  programme  designed  to  create  jobs  and  training 
of  youths  and  the  unemployed.  Another  resolution  passed  noted  that  sugar 
workers  do  not  enjoy  a  full  work  week  and  called  on  GUYSUCO  to  halt  the 
decline  in  work  opportunities  in  that  industry.  Sugar  workers  are  resolved 
to  fight  for  a  full  week’s  work. 

Another  butning  issue  in  the  sugar  belt  is  food.  This  matter  was  addressed 
by  leaders  of  the  Union  at  the  May  Day  activities.  A  resolution  passed  at 
all  the  meetings  called  for  an  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  bans  and  restrict 
tions  On  foodstuffs*  especially  milk  and  wheaten  flour.  The  resolution 
mentions  the  fact  that  severe  shortages  have  led  to  skyrocketing  prices, 
local  Substitutes  are  inadequate,  limited  supplies  are  distributed  in  a 
discriminatory  way  and  decried  fhe  indfeaSe  In  malnutrition,  and  physical 
and  mental  disorders.  Under  these  conditions,  workers  contend,  they  cannot 
live  atid  study. 

Another  important  resolution  related  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  It 
condemned  the  ’’anti-working  class  manoeuvres"  of  the  PNC-domlnated  TUC 
Executive.  It  called  for  the  TUC  to  be  democratised  and  that  efforts  by 
the  progressive  block  of  unions  should  be  redoubled  to  bring  an  end  to  this 
state  of  affairs. 

The  resolution  on  the  TUC  said  the  TUC  has  not  championed  the  cause  of  the 
workers  mainly  diie  to  its  undemocratic  composition  and  that  the  PNC 
government  has  perpetrated  this  situation  to  further  its  anti-working  class 
policies. 

The  Labour  Amendment  Act  1984,  recently  passed  in  the  National  Assembly  by 
the  PNC’ s  rigged  majority,  was  condemned.  This  act,  says  one  resolution, 
denies  workers  their  right  to  increment,  legalises  the  undemocratic  TUC  as 
the  supreme  bargaining  agent  and  reduces  wage  negotiations  to  the  level  of 
Presidential  decrees  among  other  things.  It  called  on  workers,  trade 
unions,  in  and  but  of  Guykna,  to  act  unitedly  to  rescind  this  law. 

Other  resolutions  dealt  with  more  benefits  for  pensioners,  the  decline  in 
social  services  and  the  escalating  crime  situation. 

On  International  matters  workers  supported  calls  for  a  halt  in  US  Imperialist 
intervention  in  revolutionary  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador.  They  supported 
the  revolutionaries  in  Central  America  fighting  for  freedom  against  local 
fascist  rulers  and  their  imperialist  masters. 

The  bloody  US-led  Invasion  of  Grenada  was  also  condemned  and  a  call  was 
made  for  the  immediate  removal  of  all  foreign  troops  stationed  on  the 
island.  The  resolution  on  Grenada  urged  the  establishment  of  a  new  adminis¬ 
tration  comprised  of  former  leaders  of  the  People’s  Revolutionary  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  New  Jewel  Movement,  which  brought  immense  benefits  to  Grenadians 
during  the  five  years  of  democratic  rule. 
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Other  Rallies 
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[Text]  The  Guyana  Agricultural  and  General  Workers  Union  (GAWU)  has  repeated 
its  call  for  a  political  solution  to  end  the  deep  seated  crisis  which  has 
engulfed  the  nation.  The  call  was  reiterated  by  the  union's  Communication 
Secretary  James  Dastljir  when  he  addressed  thousands  of  workers  in  Berhlce 
who  thronged  a  massive  pre-May  Day  rally  sponsored  by  six  militant  unions 
within  the  Trades  Union  Congress  (TUC)  including  GAWU. 

James  Dastljir  outlined  the  harsh  economic  conditions  of  the  working  class 
in  the  country,  especially  the  rapidly  deteriorating  living  standards.  In 
the  face  of  the  numerous  pressures  on  the  people  he  urged  the  implementation 
of  the  TUC  Melville  Report  recommendations  which  puts  the  dally  minimum 
wage  at  $38.01. 

The  leading  trade  unionist  criticised  the  collaborationist  role  of  some 
labour  leaders  with  the  regime  and  exposed  the  subserviency  of  the  TUC. 

"Today  the  TUC  is  not  acting  in  the  interests  of  the  working  class  and  is 
merely  used  as  a  pawn  of  the  ruling  Party,"  he  declared. 

"The  TUC  has  repeatedly  failed  to  defend  the  workers  from  the  continuous 
onslaught  of  government  policies,  particularly  those  which  were  dictated 
by  the  IMF — retrenchment  of  workers  in  the  state  sector.  Hundreds  were  laid 
off  in  the  bauxite  Industry  last  year,  the  IMF  also  brought  devaluation  and 
food  bans.  Lately  there  was  labour  legislation  foisted  on  the  people  by 
the  government.  The  legislation  will  curtail  basic  trade  union  rights,"  he 
added. 

"However,  it  is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  fledgling  unity  of  the  six  anti- 
government  unions  within  the  TUC.  There  must  be  a  further  deepening  and 
expansion  of  such  organised  strategic  unity.  The  process  must  be  extended 
to  embrace  the  entire  labour  movement  as  a  whole,  in  order  to  sharpen  the 
class  struggle  to  effectively  defend  the  workers,"  he  concluded. 

Representatives  from  the  CCWU,  GBSU  and  NAACIE  also  addressed  the  rally  at 
Pitt  and  Main  streets.  New  Amsterdam. 

Meanwhile,  the  GAWU's  Communication  Officer  James  Dastljir  will  be  represent¬ 
ing  his  union  at  the  May  Day  celebrations  in  Moscow  and  will  participate  in 
a  Peace  Conference  sponsored  by  the  All  Union  Central  Council  of  Trade 
Unions.  The  Peace  Conference  will  be  convened  under  three  themes:  "Crisis 
of  capitalism.  Arms  Race — Conditions  of  life  of  the  working  people;"  "The 
anti-war  mofement  and  Trade  Unions"  and  "Development — Workers  International 
Solidarity  in  the  struggle  against  militarisation."  James  Dastljir  will 
be  presenting  a  position  paper  from  his  union. 
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Union’s  Call  for  Recognition 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  6  May  84  p  1 

iTexfc]  The  National  Association  of  Agricultural,  Connnercial  and  Industrial 
Employees  (NAACIE)  headed  by  General  Secretary  N.K.  Gopaul,  has  applied  to 
the  Guyana  Sugar  Corporation  for  recognition  as  the  sole  bargaining  agent 
for  Field  Foremen  and  Forewomen  on  all  sugar  estates. 

According  to  the  letter  of  application  to  Guysuco’s  Chief  Industrial  Rela¬ 
tions  Manager,  NAACIE  currently  has  as  financial  members  more  than  fifty 
percent  of  ^he  workers  in  that  category.  The  Union  said  it  is  "prepared  at 
any  time  to  satisfy  your  Company  that  the  overwhelming  majority  of  workers 
have  implicit  confidence  in  and  full  support  for  the  Union  to  be  recognised 
as  their  sole  bargaining  agent." 

Field  Foremen  and  Forewomen  are  currently  being  represented  by  the  Guyana 
Field  Foreman  and  Supervisors'  Union  headed  by  C.  Charran.  Workers  in  that 
category  have  long  been  complaining  that  the  kind  of  representation  they 
have  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  NAACIE  is  now  challenging  Charran's  Union. 

NAACIE' s  General  Secretary,  Gopaul,  has  indicated  that  he  was  willing  to 
meet  with  Guysuco  within  the  next  two  weeks  to  discuss  and  resolve  this 
matter. 

Denunciation  of  TUC  Rallies 

Georgetown  CATHOLIC  STANDARD  in  English  6  May  84  p  2 

[Text]  A  New  Amsterdam  crowd  of  more  than  2,000  on  Wed  April  25  heard 
speakers  for  the  six  unions— NAACIE,  GAWU,  GMWU,  GBSU,  CCWU  and  UGSA 
denounce  the  TUC  sponsored  May  Day  rallies. 

Lincoln  Lewis  of  GBSU  declared  that  the  bauxite  workers  would  not  march 
under  tlie  banner  of  the  oppressors  of  the  working  people. 

He  said  It  was  a  shame  and  a  disgrace  that  the  Executive  of  the  TUC  should 
have  among  its  members  two  Ministers  of  the  Government  and  a  parliamentary 
secretary,  who,  when  negotiations  were  going  on,  found  themselves  on  the 
other  side  of  the  fence. 

Bro  Gopaul  of  NAACIE  pointed  out  that  the  Minister  in  charge  of  organising 
the  rallies  was  the  same  Minister  who  had  rushed  the  obnoxious  Bill  through 
Parliament  and  made  it  law. 

This  same  Minister,  he  added,  was  supposed  to  be  the  chief  conciliator  in 
disputes. 

Other  speakers  were  B.  Philadelphia  of  CCWU,  Dastajir  of  GAWU  and  Malcolm 
Thompson  of  GMWU,  who  chaired  the  meeting. 

A  meeting  organised  by  the  six  unions  in  Georgetown  the  following  day  failed 
to  attract  a  similar  crowd. 

CSO:  3298/869 
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WORKING  PEOPLE’S  ALLIANCE  DEBATES  FUTURE  POLICY 
Georgetown  CATHOLIC  STANDARD  in  English  6  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  An  important  development  has  taken  place  in  the  Working  People's 
Alliance,  arising  out  of  the  internal  ideological  debate  that  had  been 
going  on  at  Central  Council  level  (reported  in  the  Catholic  Standard  on 
Feb  12  last) . 

At  a  membership  meeting  on  April  14  and  15  last  it  was  agreed  that  the 
party  was  not  an  exclusive  Marxist /Leninist  party,  but  that  from  its  Inception 
it  had  contained  Leninist,  as  well  as  Social  Democratic  and  Democratic 
elements . 

The  meeting  unanimously  passed  a  motion,  moved  by  Clive  Thomas  and  seconded 
by  Rupert  Rupnaralne,  for  the  WPA  to  reconsider  and  reformulate  its  original 
programme. 

The  revising  of  the  programme  is  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Central  Committee. 

The  new  draft  will  be  sent  to  members  and  then  put  to  a  members  meeting  for 
approval  and  the  process  must  last  no  longer  than  a  year. 

It  is  likely  that  the  party  will  now  be  more  accommodating  internally  to 
various  democratic  viewpoints. 

Emphasis  from  now  on  is  expected  to  be  put  less  on  socialist  orientation 
and  more  on  rebuilding  the  economy  and  preparing  for  elections. 

The  Grenada  affair  had  brought  the  debate  to  a  head.  It  had  enabled  those 
members  who  questioned  some  of  the  orthodox  tenets  of  Leninism  to  raise  the 
issues  of  political  pluralism,  tolerance  of  internal  dissent  and  the  role 
of  so-called  'bourgols  democratic  principles,'  such  as  free  pluralist 
elections,  press  freedom  and  open  party  debate  as  crucial  to  the  future  role 
of  the  WPA. 

In  a  Press' Release  the  WPA  stated;  "What  Guyana  needs  is  reconstruction, 
but  reconstruction  cannot  succeed  without,  as  a  minimum,  a  strong  dose  of 
good,  old-fashioned,  pluralistic  democracy..." 

It  goes  on  to  state;  "The  party  remains  convinced  that  the  revolution  in 
Guyana  must  not  be  anti-American." 

CSO;  3298/869 
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PPP  ORGAN  SAYS  COOPERATIVE  SECTOR  IS  ’IN  DECLINE' 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  6  May  84  p  4 

[Text]  The  co-operative  sector  is  continuing  to  limp  along,  faced  with 
problems  which  government  does  little  to  help  them  overcome.  Over  the  past 
years  many  have  been  dissolved,  or  have  simply  fallen  apart,  or  have  been 
struck  off  the  register  by  the  authorities.  The  latest  casualty  to  come  to 
light  is  the  Dartmouth  Farmers  Co-operative  Land  Society  Ltd  No  943. 

In  a  gazetted  notice.  Chief  Co-operatives  Development  Officer  M.G.  Edghill 
said;  "I,  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the 
above-named  society  have  become  Incapable  of  managing  the  affairs  of  the 
society,  hereby  with  effect  from  the  date  hereof,  assume  control  of  the 
society,  and  further  hereby  appoint  Cde  Kenneth  Johnson  District  Co-operatives 
Development  Officer  Region  2  to  nianage  the  affairs  of  the  society  until 
further  notice." 

The  notice  stipulates  that  one  third  of  the  members  of  the  society  may  within 
21  days  "appeal  in  writing  to  the  Minister  of  Manpower  and  Co-operatives." 

Notices  pertaining  to  2  other  societies  were  also  inserted  in  the  same  issue 
of  the  gazette.  One  referring  to  the  Electra  Co-operative  Credit  Union  Ltd 
No  302  and  signed  by  Mr  Edghill  fixes  a  meeting  of  the  society  for  May  3, 

1984  at  the  GEC  Middle  Street  office  at  3.00  p.m.  Among  the  9  items  on  the 
agenda  is  "hearing  and  deciding  upon  any  complaints  brought  by  members 
aggrieved  by  a  decision  of  the  Committee."  Mr  Edghill  also  authorised 
Daniel  Fisher  the  chairman  to  preside. 

The  second  notice  relates  to  the  Guyana  Peasant  Farmers  Co-operative  Land 
Society  Ltd  No  1632.  The  agenda  consists  of  only  3  items,  but  item  2  says; 

"To  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  society  and  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary."  Mr  Edghill  further  said  that  "Regional  Co-operatives 
Development  Officer  C.  Moore  is  hereby  authorised  by  me  to  preside  at  the 
meeting." 

Reports  from  the  Ministry  of  Co-ops  as  presented  to  the  National  Assembly 
have  regularly  listed  internal  disputes  as  one  of  the  main  problems  facing 
co-op  societies.  The  3  societies  mentioned  here  are  all  affected  by  disputes. 
Two  of  them  are  in  the  productive  sector. 

CSO:  3298/869 
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MILITIA  LEADER  WARNS  AGAINST  SUBVERSION,  SABOTAGE 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  In  English  29  Apr  84  p  4 

[Text]  Conunandant  of  the  Guyana  People's  Militia,  Colonel  Carl  Morgan, 
has  advised  reservists  to  beware  of  acts  of  sabotage  and  subversion. 

Speaking  at  the  Fourth  G.F.M.  Regional  Camp  Passing  Out  ceremony  Colonel 
Morgan  told  the  more  than  120  reservists  that  their  role  was  not  only  to 
follow  but  to  give  leadership. 

He  called  on  non-commissioned  officers  to  work  selflessly  with  dedication 
and  commitment  to  ensure  that  the  G.P.M.  presence  Is  felt  throughout  the 
Region. 

Cde  Morgan  also  reminded  the  reservists  about  the  three  areas  In  which  the 
entire  nation  must  be  prepared  for  defence.  These,  he  said,  are  defence 
In  a  military  service,  defence  In  an  economic  service  and  Internal  defence. 

Also  addressing  the  reservists  was  GPM  Captain  Harold  D'Agular,  who  Is  also 
Regional  Chairman.  He  congratulated  them  for  what  he  described  as  an 
exercise  well  done. 

Captain  D'Agular  urged  them  to  be  active  and  to  pass  on  their  knowledge  by 
organising  others  In  their  respective  People's  Co-operatives.  More  than 
15  persons  were  promoted  to  be  non-commissioned  officers. 

There  are  now  six  sergeants  and  one  captain  In  Region  Nine. 


CSO:  3298/869 
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PPP  JOINS  PNC  ON  BILL  CRACKING  DOWN  ON  SMUGGLERS 
Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  4  Aay  84  pp  1,  4 
[Article  by  Leon  Walcott] 

[Text]  The  People's  National  Congress  (PNC)  was  yesterday  supported  by 
the  Minority  People's  Progressive  Party  (^PP)  in  its  effott  to  stem  the 
Illegal  outflow  of  gold  and  diamonds  from  the  country. 

The  support  was  given  in  the  National  Assembly  as  Energy  and  Mines  Minister, 
Harun  Rashid  successfully  piloted  the  Mining  Amendment  Bill  1984  through 
all  its  stages. 

In  the  debate,  Cde  ^shld  told  the  National  Assembly  that  although  Govern¬ 
ment  has  "offered  the  coconut  branch  to  miners,"  by  app'ealing  to  their  sense 
of  patriotism  and  also  by  offering  greater  incentives,  the  Illegal  outflow 
of  gold  and  diamonds  has  not  been  stopped. 

He  stressed  that  if  gold  is  to  play  a  leading  role  in  the  country's  economic 
recovery,  controls  have  to  be  set  up. 

"The  Bill  should  not  be  regarded  as  an  unwarranted  attack  on  the 
community,'  he  stressed.  Rather,  it  should  be  seen  as  a  "declaration  of  war" 
on  smugglers  and  other  subversive  elements. 

People's  Progressive  Party  Front-Bencher,  Reepu  Daman  Persaud,  referred  to 
his  party's  support  for  the  legislation  but  contended  that  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  Government  to  establish  more  effective  monitoring  and  control¬ 
ling  mechanisms  in  the  country's  six  Mining  Districts. 

The  Mining  Amendment  Bill  increases  the  penalties  for  breaches  of  the  Mining 
Act.  Failure  to  declare  outputs,  making  false  declarations,  failure  to 
raRister  dredges,  selling  the  minerals  to  unauthrosled  gold  dealers  are  all 
considered  breaches  of  the  Act. 

Maximum  penalties  for  these  breaches  have  been  Increased  from  a  fine  of 
$1  500  or  six  months'  imprisonment  to  a  fine  of  $25  000  and  five  years' 
Imprisonment. 
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Cde  Rashid  explained  that  the  decision  to  pass  legislation  intended  to 
correct  irregularities  in  the  country's  gold  mining  districts  was  taken  at 
the  Second  Supreme  Congress  of  the  People  last  December. 

At  that  Congress,  delegates  passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Government 
to  take  steps  to  stop  the  Illegal  export  of  gold  and  diamonds  from  this 
country.  The  resolution  also  suggested  that  the  steps  include  increased 
penalties  for  offenders. 

This  is  the  second  time  in  eight  months  that  the  National  Assembly  has 
approved  legislation  providing  for  increased  penalties  for  persons  who 
contravene  the  country's  Gold  Mining  Regulations. 

The  Minister  said  that  although  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  sale  of 
gold  to  the  two-year-old  Guyana  Gold  Board,  this  increase  does  not  reflect 
the  true  production  picture. 

The  sale  of  gold  to  the  Board  increased  from  2  650  oimces  in  1982  to  5  383 
ounces  last  year.  This  year,  sales  are  expected  to  reach  the  10  000-ounce 
mark. 

He  said  through  smuggling  of  gold,  Guyana  has  been  robbed  of  millions  of 
dollars  which  should  have  been  available  for  the  country's  developmental 
process. 

He  saw  the  current  situation  in  Guyana's  Mining  Districts  as  a  classic 
example  of  the  failure  of  the  free  market  forces  to  help  the  economy. 

In  his  contribution  to  the  debate,  PPP  Front-Bencher  Reepu  Daman  Persaud 
said:  "We  (the  PPP)  firmly  believe  that  the  resources  should  be  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  nation." 

He  called  on  the  Government  to  examine  the  reasons  for  miners  wanting  to  sell 
their  gold  on  the  parallel  market  rather  than  to  the  Guyana  Gold  Board. 

He  suggested  that  stiffer  penalties  for  offenders  may  not  be  the  answer  and 
argued  that  the  Government  ought  to  instil  confidence  in  the  minds  of  the 
gold  miners. 

However,  the  Energy  and  Mines  Minister  explained  that  his  Ministry  has  had 
dialogue  with  gold  miners  on  many  occasions  and  has  tried  to  assist  them  in 
their  operations. 

He  noted  that  foreign  exchange  has  been  made  available  to  miners  to  import 
equipment  and  spare  parts.  In  addition  arrangements  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time  for  scarce  commodities  to  be  sent  to  the  Mining  Districts. 

Cde  Persaud,  however,  observed  that  overtures  by  the  Government  have  not 
reduced  the  incidence  of  smuggling  and  called  for  a  global  examination  of 
illegal  trading  so  that  a  global  solution  may  be  found. — (GNA) 

CSO:  3298/869 
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COUNTER- TRADE  ARRANGEMENTS  SAID  NECESSARY  FOR  GROWTH 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  6  May  84  p  8 

[Text]  With  the  world  economic  climate  the  way  it  is  a  number  of  countries 
have  developed  counter-trade  arrangements  as  a  means  of  obtaining  commercial 
goods,  equipment  and  raw  material  necessary  for  their  national  development. 

Guyana,  one  of  the  developing  countries  with  a  problem  of  foreign  exchange 
has  also  been  using  counter-trade  as  a  means  of  acquiring  equipment  and  at 
the  same  time,  finding  markets  for  some  of  its  exports. 

To  date,  Guyana  has  established  counter- trade  arrangements  with  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  Japan,  the  Soviet  Union,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Democratic  People's 
Republic  of  Korea,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  Bulgaria. 

Leader  of  the  People's  National  Congress  and  President,  Cde  Forbes  Burnham, 
during  his  address  to  the  May  Day  rally  in  Georgetown,  Tuesday,  explained 
that  these  counter-trade  arrangements  place  greater  responsibility  on  the 
Guyanese  workers  who  must  also  produce  to  satisfy  the  traditional  markets. 

To  achieve  this,  our  workers  must  produce  more,  Cde  Burnham  told  the  rally. 

A  failure  to  satisfy  these  arrangements  would  result  in  the  national  image 
being  tarnished  in  relation  to  its  ability  to  honour  contracts  and  to  satisfy 
agreements . 

During  the  past  year,  in  the  face  of  a  harsh  economic  climate,  our  workers 
were  permitted  to  go  on  strike  in  the  bauxite  community  leading  to  a  loss 
in  production  in  a  highly  competitive  market,  Cde  Burnham  observed. 

Millions  of  dollars  were  lost. 

Then  there  were  the  strikes  in  the  stigar  industry.  We  need  sugar  for 
Industrial  goods  which  we  can  obtain  through  counter- trade,  and  we  also 
need  the  commodity  for  sale  on  the  World  market.  Yet  we  produced  less 
sugar  than  we  were  capable  of,  Cde  Burnham  said. 

With  the  developments  in  the  area  of  counter-trade,  we  cannot  afford 
politically-inspired  or  frivolous  stoppages  of  work,  he  added. 

continued;  "We  have  to  produce  more.  Managers  and  workers  must 
co-operate.  Neither  side  can  do  it  alone  and  we  have  to  be  determined.  The 
economy  is  a  matter  of  total  national  concern." 

CSO;  3298/870 
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TENNASSEE,  IN  BARBADOS,  MOURNS  LOCAL  LABOR  MOVEMENT 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  9  May  8A  p  2 


[Text] 


The  labour  union  in  Guyana  is  legally  dead.  This  is  the  view  of  Mr.  Paul  Ten- 
nassee,  president  of  the  Democratic  Labour  Movement  in  Guyana  who  Is  currently 
visiting  Barbados.  • 

Mr.  Tennassee  told  a  Press  conference  yesterday  that  the  ruling  Peoples 
National  Congress  had  passed  a  law  which  stated  that  workers’  wages  were  no 
longer  considered  private  property,  that  no  trade  union  could  negotiate  wages  for 
the  workers  it  represented  and  the  negotiation  of  wages  was  to  be  done  by 
Government  and  a  trade  union  council. 

This  council,  he  said,  included  four  members  of  the  Cabinet.  The  law  also  gives 
the  President  of  Guyana  the  right  to  make  the  final  decision  on  wage  increasa. 

Mr.  Tennassee  said  that  the  trade  union  movement  had  to  realise  that  it  should 
fight  at  the  political  level  in  order  to  get  the  gains  which  should  normally  be 
granted  under  the  law.  ^ 

“This  type  of  legislation  sets  the  mood  for  a  more  militant  kind  of  struggle.  It  has 
pushed  the  unions  on  to  the  streets  to  seek  justice  for  the  workers  they  represent." 


He  said  that  up  to  now 
the  political  forces  in 
Guyana  had  failed  to  put 
up  a  united  front  which 
was  necessary  but  the 
time  had  coltie  for  a 
major  effort  in  this 
direction. 

He  described  the  labour 
law  as  the  most 
dangerous  ever  enacted 
in  the  Eastern  Caribbean 


and  said  it  flew  in  the  face 
of  all  the  trade  unions  had 
ever  worked  for. 

Mr.  Tennassee  said  the 
Democratic  Labour 
Movement  was  seeking 
the  support  of  all 
Caribbean  trade  unions  in 
condemning  this 
legislation.  While  in 
Barbados,  he  hopes  to 
meet  with  local  trade 
union  leaders. 
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GDF  ACTING  CHIEF — Colonel  David  Granger,  Commander  of  the  Guyana  Defence 
Force  (GDF)  is  how  Acting  Chief-of-_Staff  in  the  absence  of  Brigadier  Norman 
McLean.  Cde  McLeeh  is  Bri  four  itohths  vacation  leave  from  May  1,  a  release 
from  the  Defence  Secretariat  said  yesterday.  Colonel  Carl  Morgan,  Commandant 
of  the  Guyana  People's  Militia ’will  act  as  GDF  Commanded  during  this  period, 
while  Lleutenant-Coloriel  Watson  Joseph  will  carry  out  the  dutiBs  of  the 
Commandant,  Guyana  People's  Militia.  [Text]  [Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE 
in  English  5  May  84  p  1]  ^ 


CUBAN  CREDIT— Guyana  Vill  receive  shipments  of  cement,  lavatory  seats  and 
100-pound  gas  cylinders  through  a  $2. 5m  (C'da)  line  of  credit  arrangement 
between  Cuba  and  Guyana.  A  shipment  of  cement  is  already  hera,  while  the 
Guyana  National  Trading  Corporation  (GNTC) ,  the  handling  agency,  says  that 
monthly  shipments  are  expected  to  ease  a  severe  shortage  in  the  country. 
Executive  Chairman  Fitz  Griffith  told  the  Chronicle  Tuesday  that  a  limited 
shipment  of  400  hundred  pound  cylinders  should  arrive  in  a  month's  time. 

It  was  not  clear  whether  any  more  cylinders  are  expectedi  With  respect  to 
the  lavatory  seats  the  Chairman  said  they  should  be  adequate  enough  to 
satisfy  local  demand  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  [text]  [Georgetown 
GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  10  May  84  p  8]  .  ® 


ATTACK  ON  UNION  ADVISERS— In  the  arly  days  the  trade  union  had  no  friends  to 
advise  it  on  its  rights— humih  and  inhuman,  '  today  the' trade  union  has  many 
advisers  who  suddenly  discover  that  they  can  advise  Guyanese  on  their  rights. 
Addressing  the  recent  May  Day  rally.  Leader  of  the  People's  National  Congress 
Cde  Forbes  Burnham  referred  to  these  'advisers'  as  Judases  and  as  "Greeks 
bearing  gifts . '  He  noted  that  some  even  seek  to  advise  government  to  accept 
the  present  proposals  by  the  International  Jtonetary  Fund.  But  nearly  every 
country  that  has  accepted  the  IMF  proposals  are  actually  worse  off  than  it 
started.  Jamaica,  one  such  country,  is  now  closing  its  sugar  mills  making 
some  17000  workers  redundant.  In  Bolivia  there  have  been  massive  Increases 
in  the  price  of  food  and  in  the  Dominican  Republic  some  50  demonstrators 
have  been  shot  and  killed  because  they  protested  against  the  harsh  austerity 
measures  resulting  from  the  IMF  conditions  here,  he  noted.  [Text]  [George¬ 
town  NEW  NATION  in  English  6  May  84  p  8] 
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NEW  TRADE  PARTNERS — Guyana  is  to  benefit  from  a  number  of  Joint  programmes 
involving  some  new  trading  partners.  These  programmes  include  work  on  the 
exploitation  of  some  of  the  country's  natural  resources  and  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  national  agricultural  potential.  The  Democratic  People's  Republic 
of  Korea  is  to  begin  work  on  the  Eclipse  Falls  in  Region  One.  When  completed 
the  Eclipse  Falls  will  generate  enough  power  to  electrify  the  Matthew  s 
Rlde-Arakaka  area  and  provide  a  boost  to  small  industries  in  the  Region. 

The  DPRK  is  also  targeted  to  commence  mining  the  manganese  in  the  Region 
re-opening  a  chapter  in  mineral  exploitation  in  this  nation's  history. 

This  country  will  also  assist  in  setting  up  the  proposed  agricultural 
research  station.  Neighbouring  Brazil  is  to  help  establish  a  hydro  power 
project  in  the  Rupununl,  the  Canadians  are  to  help  exploit  gold  and  diamond 
in  two  locations  and  the  Yugoslavs  are  also  to  work  on  the  exploitation  of 
gold.  Other  projects  Include  the  establishment  of  a  800  hectare  (2000-acre) 
model  farm  in  Region  Five,  the  commissioning  of  the  glass  factory  by  year- 
end.  [Text]  [Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  6  May  84  p  8] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


SEA6A  INTRODUCES  198A-85  BUDGET;  PNP  RAISES  OBJECTIONS 

Report  on  Budget  Speech 


(Ingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  25  May  84  pp  1,  26 


[Text] 


A  sharp  reduction  in  public  ex¬ 
penditure  planned  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  slash  the  Budget  deficit  in 
half,  from  15.4  per  to  8.3  per 
cent  of  G.D.P.,  or  $605-nit11ion,  will 
involve  cutbacks  in  the  Civil  Service. 

As  far  as  possible,  the  Prime 
Minister  said  in  his  Budget  speech 
last  night,  there  is  to  be  no  wastage 
in  the  public  seaor.  To  this  end, 
staffing  of  all  Ministries,  Depart¬ 
ments  and  other  public  bodies  will 
•be  subjeaed  to  a  redunancy  pro¬ 
gramme. 

On  the  positive  side,  Mr.  Scaga 
noted  that  the  Jamaican  dollar  was 
now  stabilishing  at  around  J$4  to  the 
U.S.  $1. 

A  foot  security  programme  for 
pregnant  and  nursing  women,  chil¬ 
dren  up  to  three  years  of  age,  school 
■children,  the  elderly  and  the  poor  is 
being  introduced  this  year,  with  the 
•  use  of  food  stamps. 

Tax  relief  for  wage-earners  below 
$5,000  a  year  h^  been  granted,  and 
the  National  Minium  Wage  is  to  be 
increased  this  year  to  $1  an  hour  for 
house  old  helpers  and  to  $1.15  per 
hour  for  other  categories. 

Two  new  institutions  are  being 
created:  the  Jamaica.  Export  Credit 
Insurance  Corporation  to  become 
the  National  Export  Import  Bank 
and  the  Jamaica  National  Investment 
Company  to  become  the  National 
Investment  Bank. 

Mr.  Seaga  wound  up  his  presenta¬ 
tion  with  the  following  summary: 

“The  central  theme  of  my  presen¬ 
tation  has  been  the  direction  of  the 
next  three  yeais.  The  past  three  years 


have  produced  much  gain  and  much 
pain.  Amid  the  statistical  flow  relat¬ 
ing  results  of  economic  reforms  and 
financial  programmes  to  extract  as 
much  gain  as  possible  from  a  world 
economy  in  P^in.  a  picture  emerges 
of  laudable  but  limited  headway  in 
dealing  with  the  welfare  of  the  na¬ 
tion  at  the  point  where  both  social 
and  economic  problems  meet  -  un¬ 
employment. 

In  battling  the  forces  of  depres¬ 
sion  to  gain  headway  against  unem¬ 
ployment,  we  can  move  cither  in  the 
direction  of  continuing  the  gr4dual 
record  to  achieve  or  seek  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  pace  of  recovery  and  the  rate 
of  job  creation.  i 

“Achievement,  there  has  been, 
Unemployment  has  not  inc^easc^  by 
50%  from  180,000  to  270,000:  as  it 
yid  between  1972  and  1980.  today 
after  three  years,  the  rate  is  25.1  per 
'cent  as  compared  wkh  the  27,4  per 
<ent  level  of  1980.  A  decrease? 

this  has  been  the  result  de» 
^te  the  fact  that  net  migration  fig* 
niestthow  that  over  these.past  3  years 
;there  has  been  an  increase  of  setme 
]25j000  returning  residents  to  Jamaica, 
iA  sizeable  numb^  of  whom  srouM  be 

the  labour  force.  Thb  has  placed 
tan  extra  strain  on  the  economy  for 
Imorejobs. 

The  new  resources  needed  to  st^ 
yp  the*  pace  of  fob  creation  to  the 
;uiger  of  new  jobs  we  cnitlined  in 
98 i,  would  not  be  necessary  had 
^tkere  not  been  a  reduction  of  US$327 
ImilKon  in  foreign  exchange  and  J$494 
:fni1Hpn  in  revenues  from  the  cdlapse 
«of  bauxite  earnings  due  to  the  world 
recession. 
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-  *^t  these  tesourcet  have  beMi  lost 

’and,  as  I  have  tndicat^  the  tevd  of 
bauxite  earnings  which  existed  in 
1980  won’t  be  achieved  ag*>n  until 
!near  1990  because  of  the  gradual  rate 
jof  recoveiy  from  the  recesnon. 

’’So  new  lesources  are  needed  to 
'  ieplace  these  lost  eamh^  or  we  mutt 
proceed  on  a  gradual  pace  of  fecovety 
with  a  dow  rate  of  leduction  in 
unemployment. 

The  strategies  which  have  pven 
-effect  to  this  gradual  rate  of  recovery 
are  the  economic  recovepr  pro- 
^mmc  and  the  structural  adiustmem 
•programme,  I  remind  you. 

-  “But  the  former,  we  have  auceett- 
fully  mined  around  the  nrgativa 
which  petsisted  in  die  economy  ontfl 
‘1980,  producing  positive  movement  bi 
all  areas  except  in  the  recoveiy  of  the 
foreign  exchange  reserves. 

'  *The  structural  adjustment  pro¬ 
gramme  has  effected; 

•  A  recoveiy  of  the  tourism  sector 
with  44  per  cem  giowdi  since  1980; 

•  A  re-vitalisation  of  the  agricultu¬ 
ral  sector  with  great  potential  for 
export  nmings  now,  through  Agio  21 
;  and  ethnic  foM  cxpoits. 

•  A  new  orienution  of  die  man- 
ufaauring  sector  to  the  aq)on  maihet 
through  the  CBI  based  on  more  than 
200  Jamaican  manufactured  products 
which  are  now  competitive  in  North 
"America 

“To  reach  a  point  of  comperitive- 
riqss.  the  Jamaican  dollar  hm  been 
d^alued  to  a  level  which  has  now 
aubilised  at  JSl  US$1.  The  puipose 
of  this  was  to  create  more  and 
team  more  foreign  exchange  from 
*«i^rt  manufacturing.  The  cost  ot 
'this  has  been  substantial  increases  in 
the  Cost  of  food,  gas,  electricity  and  a 
jrangc  pf  other  products.  The  raipose 
'^nnot  be  looked  at  without  die  cost, 
nor  the  cost  without  die  puipose. 
.They  are  linked  in  one  strat^. 

“When  we  complain  ot  higber 
food,  gas  and  electricity  cos^  the 
jpuipose  is  to  enable  the  creation  of 
more  jobs  to  reduce  the  ranks  of 
.274,000  unemployed:  to  h^  to  cam 
more  to  benefit  the  200,000  house¬ 
holds  comprising  40  per  cent  of  the 
population  who  earn  no  more  than  a 
household  income  of  S50  per  wedc. 

“To  save  that  group  at  the  bottom 
of  the  income  stream  from  the  impact 
pf  higher  food  costs,  Government  has 
structured  a  food  securire  programme 
io  provide  foor  aid  throu^  food 
bumps  to  assist  those  lOOflOO  house¬ 
holds,  200,000  pregnant  and  nurtiiig 


'yvomen  and  children  to  9  yean 
l^ld,  and  400,000  pre-pnmaiy,  prima- 

post-primary  and  new  aecondaiy 
school  cnildren,  a  toul  of  1  million 
people  or  one-half  of  the  total  pop¬ 
ulation. 

"“In  addition,  90,000  woihen  eam- 
Ijlig  up  to  $7000  per  annum  will 
hbnefit  from  new  income  tax  relief. 

“In  addition,  there  will  be  increas- 
^  in  the  minimum  wage  in  two  ttanet 
to  the  end  of  1984,  with  a  fuitner 
increase  to  commence  in  January, 
J98S. 

“These  measures  are  intended  to 
offset  some  of  the  extra  cost  of  living 
for  many  but  not  all. 

.  For  others,  the  extra  costs  will 
^ean  reducing  the  amount  of  food, 
clothing,  electricity  or  gas  which  wc 
iise.  If  the  result  is  more  jobs  for  the 
unemployed  and  more  export  earn- ' 
Ings  nrom  which  all  will  benefit,  tbe 
lacriftce  will  not  be  in  vain. 

.  ^If  .all  this  is  what  is  meant  by 
btring  “bitten  by  fine-ants”  then  1 
yvouTd  rather  the  bite  of  “ants”  than 
to  suffer  from  “Castro-enteritis”  I 
'don’t  know  of  anyone  who  has  died 
from  the  bite  of  ants,  but  the  grave¬ 
yard  is  full  of  bodies  of  the  dead 
from  (istro-entcritis! 

•  “Our  first  mission  was  to  turn 
'uround  the  economy  and  then  let  it 
.nn  the  right  path. 

’  “That  mission,  in  most  pan,  has 
'been  accomplished.  Time  and  deter- 
.triinatton  will  fulfil  what  hm  not  yet 
‘been  done. 

“What  wc  look  to  now  is  the  next 
<iriis$ion.  The  rate  at  which  time  is  to 
iiComplete  the  programme  of  recovery 
sj^nd  the  extent  to  which  recoveiy 
Iniostgo.  ... 

’  ^Is  it  to  be  a  slow  and  gradual  pace 
.or  speeded  up  to  meet  the  ufgency  of 
'frustration  and  needs? 

•;  “Is  the  recovery  over  the  next  3 
'yeafs  to  be  satisfied  only  wi^  reach¬ 
ing  the  employed  and  benering  their 
lot,  or  must  it  reach  down  to  the 
Unemployed  even  if  those  who  have 
^b  security  must  sacrifice  something 
(or  those  who  have  not? 

;■  “It  is  an  effort  to  reach  down  to 
the  unemployed  that  Government  has 
structured  tne  food  sufficiency  pro¬ 
gramme,  to  put  idle  hands  on  idle 
rands  to  produce  for  burselves  over 
the  next  4  years  much  of  what  we 
now  import. 

75  per  cent  of  the  rice  we  eat; 

45  per  cent  of  the  soya  we  process; 

31  per  cent  of  the  cassava  we  need 
to  replace  imported  com  for  animal 
fred;  ; 


9  ber  cent  of  the  milk  we  drink; 

98  per  cem  of  the  meat  we  eat; 

And  124  per  cent  of  fish  we  im¬ 
port  > 

The  project  will  create  17,000  new 
jobs  and  save  US$132.1  million  in 
-foreign  exchange  over  the  next  four 
'yean.  i 

But  even  that  b  not  eMugh.  To 
make  a  dramatic  impact  on  unem- 
ployfnent,  to  create  45000  new  jobs 
cacfi  year,  budget  expenditure  thobid 
be  faicreated  By  JSiOO  million  jper 
annum  over  the  next  4  yean  and  the 
bnpoft  bu^t  by  US$lz5  million  in 
year  1  to  U$$225  million  in  year  4. 

The  areas  of  new  itsoprces  that 
we  have  lo  draw  on  will  reke  uf  a 
condderaMe  part  of  tbe  way  as  I  have 
'Outlined  to  ^  in  thb  prmntation.' 
We  are  already  on  the  way. 

}  '  ^^The  question  that  lemaint  is 
'whether'  there  are  any  means  by 
..wMcb  we  Can  accelerate  the  alow  and 
aready  upward  more  of  our  economy 
and  die  accompanying  alow  and 
•ready  increase  in  employment. 

*We  have  tO  hee  reality:  bauxite 
nabiing  will  take  aeveral  more  yean  to 
tecever  •  cneigy  substitution  of  coal, 
peat  and  hydro-power  for  oil  will  asve 
,  much  foreign  exchange  but  not  until 
’  near  the  end  of  the  decade; 

“Mamifacturing  b  iiow  poised  to 
leap  big  benefits  but  b  an  untested 
penormcr  in  tbe  big  league. 

That  leaves  tourbrn  which  is 
leaching  near  cre>acity  in  present  ac- 
'  commodatioh,  and  ready  for  expan¬ 
sion  to  double  the  numlrer  of  viskon 
:  if  we  have  the  tOOms  and  infrastruc¬ 
ture.  Thb  requires  heavy  capital  in- 
.  veattnem  and  more  time. 

T>o  we  approve  casino  gaming 
ududi  can  provide  investment  and 
cmploymciK  at  an  accelerated  pace  to 
,  lead)  down  dramatically  to  the  ranks 
‘of  die  unemployed?  As  you  have 
^beard  ‘amongst  proposals  received  by 
os  b  one  for  3000  new  rooms; 
'l)S$300  million  annually  in  foreign 
Oxdiange,  US$100  million  iri  levy  fees 
each  ycai;  15/)00  new  jobs  for  Jamai¬ 
cans. 

“in  an  issue  of  this  nature  that  in  a 
ferae  democrat  we  nor  only  have  the 
fight  to  apeak  but  the  duty  to  listen. 

“We  as  a  government  owe  it  to  the 
country  to  examine  all  our  options  to 
Shorten  the  time  in  winning  the  race 
between  development  and  discontent. 
Let  ate  be  quite  clear.  The  Budget 
docs  not  rCowrc  casino  operations  for 
bs  raccess.  The  government  does  not 
require  casino  operations  for  the  suc- 
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^That  this  Govemmenr  will  not 
4lof  li  is  bold  of  US  to  think  that  we 
can  arise  from  our  plight  by  owning 
less  of  the  means  of  production, 
maintaih  and  expand  civil  rights,  and 
decentralise  the  control  of  tne  econ* 
to  include  private  management 
and  decision  makers. 


We  have  der^ulated  import  and 
export  controls,  increased  incentives, 
dieted  ownership  and  freed*up  the 
dinute  of  controls  to  allow  Jamaican 
iniriative  to  produce  profit  and  earn 
lev^ard,  whemer  as  hi^er,  shopkeep* 
er,  minibus  operator,  small  business* 
man,  developer,  farmer  or  investor. 

JThere  is  some  cnujecture  that  in 
puf  boldness  we  may  fail. 

'^me  who  predia  this  have  failed 
already  -  failed  when  they  took  one 
of  the  healthiest  small  economies  in 
the  world  and  demolished  it  to  a 
basket  wse  in  8  pears,  washed  their 
hands  like  pilate  and  walked  away, 
Idiving  us  to  reconstruct  what  they 
destroyed. 

“Some  are  well-wishers  and  friends 
who  arc  concerned  lest  the  country 
may  return  to  the  path  of  the  Cuban 
adventure. 

,  told  the  ibuntiy  that  this  would 
be  a  bitter  year.  All  the  things  we 
have  to  do  to  make  things  right  will 
be  done  this  year  no  matter  if  they  are 
unpopular,  for  the  country  cannot 
postpone  this  medicine  to  treat  the 
ailment  to  make  us  well  again.  It  is  a 


cess  of  hs  ttrat^es.  The  only  differ¬ 
ence  v^idh  casino  gambling  will  make 
is  the  exrimt  and  rate  of  recovery 
how  far  down  into  the  unemployment 
we  can  teach  and  how  fast.  Without 
it.  Governments  strategies  will  still 
continue  to  produce  the  gradual  re- 
covety  which  we  have  effected  with  a 
gradual  improvement  in  unemploy¬ 
ment  as  we  have  in  fact  been  acniev- 
ing. 

^It  is  in  this  light  that  the  debate 
m  casino  gambling  should  proceed, 
that  it  is  nor  essential  to  the  Govern¬ 
ments  performance  in  effecting  re¬ 
covery,  but  plays  a  central  role  in  any 
wrat^  to  increase  resources  for  any 
dramatic  decrease  of  unemployment 
and  increase  in  the  earnings  of  foreign 
exchange. 

Some  have  said  it  is  a  boldplan  we 
have.  It  is  true:  it  is  a  time  for  bold 
wsion,  bold  plans  and  bold  ideas. 

The  boldness  of  what  we  conceive 
comes  not  so  much  in  what  we  ask  of 
.the  people  of  Jamaica,  but  in  what  we 
ourselves  as  a  government  will  not  do 
alone. 

^  It  is  traditional  for  poor  countries 
in  times  of  economic  hardship  to  seek 

esublish  oppressive  governments 
usif^  power  under  the  pretext  of 
national  emergent^  to  own  more 
produaion,  deny  civil  rights,  and  cen¬ 
tralise  the  control  of  die  economy  in 
die  hands  of  government. 


passing  phase  that  in  the  end  will 
make  more  Jamaicans  able  to  share  in 
employment  and  have  better  earnings, 
proolems  we  have  Mdiich  we  cannot 
postpone.  In  the  end  what  is  painful 
now  will  finish  well. 

will  tdl  you  a  little  story  which 
is  relevkit,  when  my  son  Christopher 
was  active  in  swimming  he  sometimes 
.  lapsed  into  watching  tne  swimmer  in 
'  the  next  line.  How  often  I  heard  the 
coach  tdl  him,  **Chri5,  swim  your 
own  race,  don’t  watch  the  next  man, 
watch  the  finish  line.” 

"*1  offer  this  advice  to  all  good 
Jamaicans  each  to  swim  your  own 
race  with  all  the  effort  that  you  can; 
don’t  watch  the  man  beside  you, 
watch  the  finish  line. 

“When  we  started  this  race  against 
time  and  despair  in  1980  we  didn’t 
start  at  the  same  point  with  the  rest 
of  the  pack  for  the  man  who  passed 
the  baton  had  fallen  2  laps  behind. 
We  have  had  to  woric  harder  just  to 
catchup.  .  . 

“We  haven’t  yet  caught  .up  to 
where  we  were  12  years  ago  in  1972, 
but  as  a  nation  I  know  that  if  we 
continue  well  this  struggle,  We  can.  1 
have  the  confidence  that  we  can,  and 
I  ask  you  to  share  this  confidence  that 
we  can,  for  I  remind  you,  if  you  spell 
*  the  word  Jamaican,  you  will  fina  in 
every  Jamaican  “I  can^. 

‘‘Good  night,  and  may  God  bless 
you  all.” 


Ministry  Papers 
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[Text]  Eleven  Minisrr)’  Papers  wer^.  td-  Task  Force  on  Work  Attitudes;  No. 

bled  in  the  House  of  Representatives  22carriestheConventionsandRec- 

yesterday,  some  of  them  setting  out  bmmendations’  adopted  bythean- 

in  detail  aspects  of  the  Prime  Min  nualgeneralconferenceofthernter- 

isttr’s  opening  of  the  budget  debate  national  Labour  Organisation  — 

last  night.  1976-1983;  No.  23  has  in  it  Legal 

Also  tabled  were:  Report  and  Refonn  in  the  areas  of  Family  and 

Statement  of  Accounts  of  the  Bank  Penal  Legislation;  No.24  sets  out 

of  Jamaica  year  ended  31st  Decern-  details  of  the  Establishment  of  the 

ber  1983,  Pocketbook  of  Statistics  National  Investment  Bank  (for  In- 

Jamaica  1983,  National  Income  and  vestment  and  Divestment);  No.  25 

Product  Preliminary  Report  1983,  deals  with  the  setting  up  of  the 

Consumer  Price  Indices  Annual  Re-  National  Export/Impon  Bank;  No. 

View  1983,  Production  Statistics  26  contains  Administrative  Reforms; 

1983,  the  Labour  Force  1983  Prelim-  No.  27,  the  Food  Sufficiency  Plan; 

inary  Repon  Demographic  Statistics  No.  28,,  the  Food  Security  Plan;  and 

1983,  and  Financial  Statements  and  No.  29,  a  Study  of  Casino  Gamhling 

Revenue  Estimates  for  1984/85.  in  Jamaica. 

Ministi^  Paper  No.  20  contains  The  sitting,  which  got  off  to  a  late 

Air  Jamaica  s  annual  report  1982;  -start  after  a  lengthy  Cabinet  meeting. 

No.  21  deals  with  the  report  of  the  also  appointed  five  committees. 
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They  are:  Public  Accounts  (‘on> 
mitrec,  a  Joint  Private  Bilk  Commit 
rcc,  a  C Committee  ot  Privileges,  a 
House  (ommirrecv  jnJ  a  Joint  Select 
Committee  to  deal  with  (ionstito 
tionai  amendments. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Retail  Sates 
Tax  An  to  provide  for  a  levy  on  the 
sale  of  second-hand  vehicles,  piloted 
by  the  Leader  of  Government  Busi¬ 
ness,  the  Hon.  J.A.G.  Smith,  was 
passed. 

The  House  approved  a  resolution 
contained  in  Ministry  Paper  No.  19 


for  Government  guar¬ 
antee  of  a  S22  million 
loan  to  buy  200  buses 
for  the  Corporate  Area 
transport  system. 

The  Speaker,  the 
Hon.  Alva  Ross,  at  the 
Stan  of  the  sitting  which 
saw  48  members  pre¬ 
sent,  acknowledged  the 
presence  of  Mrs.  Esmic 
Jackson,  newly  appoint¬ 
ed  Clerk  of  the  Cayman 


Islands  House  ot  Assem¬ 
bly,  who  has  come  on  a 
visit  to  observe  Jamaica's 
Parliamentary'  operations 
and  procedure. 

a  motion  from 
Mr.  Smith,  the  House 
took  a  recess  at  5:20  to  ! 
7.00  p.m.  when  the 
Prime  Minister  began  his 
Budget  presentation. 


PNP  Eetponse 
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[Tsxt] 

j  A  deliberate  and  calculated  deception  of 
the  Jamaican  people  was  how  People's  Na* 
fional  Party’s  Finance  spokesman,  Mr.  Sey¬ 
mour  Mullings,  described  the  1984/85 
estimates  which  were  tabled  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  last  week  Thursday. 

Mr.Mulling  who  was  giving  the  pany’s 
reply  to'  the  budget  speech  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister  at  a  special  PNP  ’’People’s  Forum”  at 
the  Octana  Hotel,  Downtown  Kingston  on 
Monday,  said  that  the  budget  speech  was  no 
longer  a  major  economic  policy  statement, 
but  had  been  ’’devalued”  into  a  public  rela¬ 
tions  operations  presented  at  prime  time  and 
completed  with  “orchestrated  applause”. 

Mr.  Mulling  said  that  the  presentation  was  a 
dcceptibn  because  it  did  not  discuss  economic 
issues  including,  the  failure  to  get  an  IMF 
agreement,  the  number  of  people  to  be  laid  off  and 
price  increases. 

He  said  that  the  major  fiscal  policy  measures 
were  taken  outside  of  the  budget  and  the  Prime 
Minister’s  presentation  gave  no  information  on 
how  the  economy  will  behave  in  the  next  year, 
which  was  what  a  budget  is  supposed  to  do. 

••Even  what  is  in  the  budget  has  to  be  carefully 
examined  because  the  government  has  consistently 
refused  to  level  with  the  people,”  Mr.  Mullings 
said.  .  , 

**l  have  no  confidence  in  what  was  said.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  country  has  been  told  the  truth 
about  the  economic  crises.  I  do  not  think  you  can 
believe  anything  which  the  government  says.” 

■  Mr.  Mullings  said  that  the  country  was  being 
told  that  there  was  economic  recovery,  when  the 
truth  was  that,  ”  the  country  has  never  been  as  bad 
fis  it  is”. 


The  test  of  an  economic  policy  was  not 
jwhether  C.D.P.  grew  by  one  per  cent,  but  what 
Was  the  standard  of  living  of  the  majority  of  the 
people. 

He  said  that  one-half  of  the  population  was  to 
be  given  food  stamps  by  the  United  States’  Govern¬ 
ment. 

••It  is  the  U.S.  Government  that  is  giving  the 
food.  The  Jamaicah  people  do  not  want  their 
government  to  be  going  around  the  world  begging 
free  food.  It  was  only  in  the  days  of  slavery  that  we 
had  to  tat  commeal  three  limes  a  day  and  seven 
days  a  week.” 

Mr.  Mullings  said  that  the  government  had  no 
plan,  model  or  policy  which  could  solve  the 
economic  disaster  which  its  “mismanagement”  had 
caused. 

He  uid  that  the  Government’s  “mismanage¬ 
ment”  Was  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the  dollar 
had  been  devalued  by  over  100  per  cerlt  in  the  last 
six  months,  it  had  twice  failed  the  IMF  tests,  it  was 
in  arrears  of  foreign  debt  repayment  and  the 
standard  of  living  had  fallen  by  25  per  cent  in  the 
first  half  of  1984. 

The  IMF  has  no  confidence  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  that  was  why  after  nine  months  there  was 
no  agreement  with  the  Fund.  The  bankers  had  no 
confidence  and  would  hot  lend  and  foreign  tnves- 
.tors  had  no  confidence  which  was  why  only  50  of 
!fhe  221  JNIP  projects  were  foreign,  he  said. 

“The  Jamaican  people  can  have  no  confidence 
in  the  Government  because  the  present  budget  is 
built  on  quick  sand:  There  is  no  IMF  agreement 
.and  there  is  no  cenainty  of  getting  a  rescheduling 
•or  refinancing  of  external  debt.  The  Prime  Minister 
is  gambling  the  economic  future  of  the  country  on 
casino  gambling,”  he  said. 
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Mr.  Mullings  accused  the  Prime  Minister  of 
conducting  a  “blame  the  victim”  campaign  to 
distract  attention  from  the  real  problems.  He  said 
that  at  one  time  or  another  the  Prime  Minister  had 
blamed  the  bankers,  the  hoteliers,  tbc  exporters, 
the  importers,  the  manufacturers,  the  trade  unions 
and  the  workers. 

The  financial  statements  and  revenue  estimates 
for  1984/85  revealed  that  of  the  $931.6  million  of 
external  loans  that  the  government  sought,  it 
siecured  only  $580.2  million. 

Domestic  loans  should  have  realised  $321.1 
million.  Government  borrowed  $1,091.1  million  or 
$770  million  more  than  it  originally  planned.  The 
total  loan  receipts  were  $1,671.4  million  .  for 
1983/84  as  against  $1,252.7  million  originally 
planned  for. 

He  said  that  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  presen¬ 
tation  had  not  attempted  to  present  a  Foreign 
Exchange  Budget  for  the  current  year,,  npr  did  he 
apologise  to  the  country  for  not  being  in  a  position 
to  do  so. 

He  said  that  it  was  a  cause  for  alarm  that  the. 
interest  payments  on  Debt  accounted  for  $1,067 
million  in  the  budget,  and  was  $2  more  that  the 
entire  Capital  Budget. 

He  said  that  the  budget  was  providing  only 
$665  thillion  for  real  development  works  or  17  per 
cent  oflhe  total  budget. 

He  said  that  it  was  worthy  of  note  that  of  the 
real  capital  provision  of  $665  million,  the  Office  of 
the  Prime  Minister  and  Minister  of  Finance  and 
Planning  accounted  for  45.5  of  that  provision*  with 
thb  other  17  Ministries  sharing  $4.3%. 


“What  we  find  when  we  examine  the  proposed 
budget,  is  that  of  a  recurrent  budget  of  $2,828 
million,  one  man  in  his  many  portfolios  has  control 
over  $1,250  million  or  44.2  pet*  cent  of  the 
recunrent  budget.  On  the  capital -side,  the  situation 
is  even  worse.  Of  a  capital  budget  of  $1,066 
million,  some  $704  million  or  66  per  cent  rest  in 
the  control  of  Edward  Seaga.  What  this  means 
byerall,  is  that  of  the  total  budget  of  some  $3.8 
billion,  some  50.2  per  cent-more  than  half,  is  under 
the  control  of  one  man. 

“This  is  a  totally  unacceptable  situation.  We 
are  moving  clearly  tp  a  situation  of  ‘one  man* 
government  reminescent  of  the  days  of  the  colonial 
Governor.  Already  we  see  signs  that  Ministers  are 
not  consulted  on  matters  concerning  their  own 
portfolios,  not  to  mention  the  fialurc  to  consult  the 
people  or  respond  to  public  opinion. 

^This  situation,  will  also  mean  that  informa¬ 
tion  as  well  as  money  will  become  increasingly 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  Again  we 
protest  and  say  that  this  situation  is  unacceptable. 

“We  would  like  to  warn  the  country  and  to  , 
underline  our  view  that  “one  man”  development 
plans,  run  counter  to  thq  system  of  Government  for 
which  our  people  ;^ll  fought.  It  presents  us  with  a 
spectre  whjch  is  all  ihe  more  threatening,  especially 
in  the  cpibcxt  of  an  unt|$ua1  constitutional  aNa* 
tion."*  He  sgid.  ' 

Prayers  were  given  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Horace 
Russell  arid  G.arl  Rattray  was  chairman  pf  the 
ineeting. 


Budget*?  PfF  X^ifUcage 
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[Text] 


The  Prime  Minister  gnd  Min- 
r.  ister  of  Finance,  R4r.  Seaga,  in 
his  Budget  presentation  last 
Thursday  night  stated  that  the 
tax  package  of  $183.6  million 
announced  for  the  1984-85 
fiscal  year  was  consistent  with 
the  Government’s  agreement 
with  the  International  Mone- 
‘  tary  ppnd.  Apart  front  this,  Mr, 
Seaga  made  no  mention  of  the 
status  of  the  current  negotia¬ 
tions  with  the  1MF>  although 
he  must  have  known  that  the 
country  was  anxiously  awaiting 
a  report  on  it.  . 

In  a  post-Budge t  press  con¬ 
ference,  Mr.  Seaga,  however. 


explained  that  the  agreement 
bn  a  hew  facility  with  the  IMF 
expected  to  he  ppt  before 
the  Fund’s  Board  aTfhc  end  of 
tbii^  months  This^  presnmably, 
accounted  also  fpr  the  absence 
of  the  foreign  exchange  budget 
from  Mr.  gaga’s  presentation. 
For  while  the  Budget  projects  a 
resource  gap  yar^^ng  between 
U,S.$100  million  to  y.S.$22S 
million  oyer  the  fhr?e 
years  the  Qovemment  ta  in  no 
position  to  assure  the  countiy 
of  access  to  reasonable  inflows. 

The  fact  is  that  the  govern¬ 
ment's  ability  to  provide 
foreign  exchange  tp  SMPport  its 
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programme  is  dependent  on  the 
outcome  of  the  negotiations 
■with  the  IMF.  Access  to  lines 
;  of  credit  which,  according  to 
Mr.  Seap,  the  Governor  of  the 
j  Bank  or  Jamaica,  Mr.  Barber, 
(hak  been  negotiating  in 
^Washintton.  will  be  octet- 
rinined  by  the  accord  between 
jthe  Government  and  the  Fund. 
>Of  even  greater  importance  b 
<the  programme  for  a  re-sched* 
Ruling  of  the  country’s  external 
*dcbt  which  could  make  the. 
■  ina jot  difference  between  eco¬ 
nomic.  stagnation  and  real 
growth.  For,  as  Mr.  Seaga  told 
the/.countiv,  it  will  require 
some ‘$1,000  million,  an  equiv¬ 
alent  of  almost  40  percent  of 
the  projected  revenues  for 
fiscal  1984-85,  to  pay  interest 
on  the  national  debt.  In  other 
.words,  the  export  of  capital 
through  debt  service  is  depriv¬ 
ing  the  country  of  resources  to 
finance  economic  development. 
The  countty  well  knows  that 
unless  the'  agreement  with  the 
IMF  is  successfully  concluded 
the  prospect  of  re-scheduling, 
and  access  to  additional  capital 
inflows  will  diminish.  -  - 

!  The  Government,  however, 

i  while  not  disclosing  thd  details 
s'  of  the  IMF  proposals,  has  been 


nonetheless  effecting  adjust¬ 
ment  measures  indicative  of 
IMF  prescriptions.  The  cur¬ 
rency  devaluations,  the  tareets 
for  slashing  the  Budget  dehcit, 
and  the  programme  to'  scale 
down  the  cost  of  tunning  the 
Government  are  all  in  line. 

In  not  announcing  the 
foreign  exchange  budget  the 
Government,  it  seems,  u  doing 
its  best  to  tread  vety  carefully 
lest  false  ho^s  are  raised  about 
foreign  exchange  capacity.  For 
while  the  arrangements  for  cap¬ 
turing  the  resources  in  tne 
foreign  exchange  earning 
seaors  may  be  having  the 
desired  effectt,  it  is  clear  that 
there  are  no  areas  generating 
new  resources  sufficient  to  ease 
significantly  the  pressure  on  the 
exchange  reserves. 

In  dur  View  the  more  critical 
side  of  the  Budget  b  yet  to 
come.  For  any  prospect  of  the 
manufacturing  sector,  for 
example,  improving  on  the  60 
percent  of  capacity  now  in 
produaion,  of  sustaining  real 
economic  stability  and  the! 
Klief  to  the  needy,  depends  on  ‘ 
the  resources  available  to  fund 
^owih  and  increased  produc¬ 
tion.  This  is  what  maxes  the 
foreign  exchange  so  critical. 


CSO;  3298/887  ; 

^  ‘  a  * 

-I  i:ii‘ 
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COUNTRY  SECTION  JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT  INTRODUCES  FOOD  PROGRAM;  AGRICULTURAL  GAINS  SEEN 

Outline  of  Plan 
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[Text]  Food  stamps  are  to  be  Introduced  in  Jamaica  under  a  $141-mlllion  food 
plan  to  benefit  over  one  million  Jamaicans*  It  will  be  put  into  place  as  of 
June  1,  this  year,  according  to  Ministry  Paper  No.  28  tabled  by  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Seaga,  in  Parliament  yesterday. 

The  plan,  which  will  be  administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security  through 
its  Public  Assistance  Programme  under  a  Food  StMip  System,  is  being  financed  by 
the  United  States  Agency  for  International  Development  (US/AID)  PL480 
scheme,  the  European  Economic  Commission's  World  Food  Programme  and  the  Italian 
Govenunent. 

V-  :  '  ■'  '  ;  , 

The  programme  will  provide  daily  lunches  for  600,000  school-children  aged  four 
years  and  over  in  pre-Primary,  Primary,  All-Age  and  Secondary  schools,  milk 
and  cornmeal  for  200,000  pregnant  and  nursing  women,  as  well  as  children  up 
to  3  years;  and  rice,  cornmeal  and  skimmed  milk  powder  for  200,000  elderly  or 
very  poor  people. 

Alms  of  the  plan  are  to  provide  access  to  a  specified  number  of  basic  food 
items  for  these  categories  to  maintain  the  existing  marginal  nutrition  levels 
of  persons  who  are  generally  "at  risk"  of  falling  into  the  group  of  being  mal¬ 
nourished  in  the  event  of  a  change  An  purchasing  power;  Improved  nutrition 
levels  for  school  children  by  expanding  the  school  feeding  programme;  and  a 
minimum  nutrition  Intake  level  for  persons  who  have  little  or  no  visible  in¬ 
come. 

Food  Stamps  valued  at  $20  will  be  issued  in  books  every  two  months  from  the 
date  of  first  issue.  The  date  of  issue  will  be  on  the  cover  of  the  book. 
Interim  issues  will  be  made  to  applicants  at  Public  Assistance  and  Poor  Relief 
Offices,  pending  the  outcome  of  investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Social  Secur¬ 
ity. 

The  items  for  which  the  Food  Stamps  can  be  exchanged  will  be  printed  on  the 
stamps.  Beneficiaries  will  be  told  how  to  use  their  stamps  in  the  market¬ 
place,  and  a  new  book  will  be  issued  only  after  two  months  have  passed  and  on 
presentation  of  a  completely-used  book. 
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According  to  the  Ministry  Paper,  shopkeepers  will  be  Informed  of  the  procedures 
governing  the  Food  Plan.  On  delivery  of  food  Items,  the  shopkeeper  will  remove 
the  perforated  end  of  the  stamp  and  exchange  for  any  of  the  foods  listed  on  the 
stamp — commeal,  rice  and  skimmed  milk  powder. 

"The  shopkeepers  can  not  give  cash  as  exchange  and  will  redeem  all  vouchers  for 
cash  at  the  nearest  commercial  bank,"  the  Ministry  Paper  said. 

Commercial  banks  will  be  reimbursed  by  the  Bank  of  Jamalea  for  such  transac¬ 
tions  . 


Appointment  of  Director 

I 
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[Text] 

Prime  Minister  the  Rt.  Hdn.  Edward 
Scaga  announced  yesterday  thatdte 
has  appointed  the  Minister  of  State, 
the  HoTT.  Enid  Bennett,  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  ‘for  the  Government’s  Food* 
Security  Programme. 

As  a  result  of  this,  Miss  Bennett 
will  be  transferred  with  immediate 
.  effect  from  the  Ministry  of 'Local 
Govcmmcnr  to  the  Ministry  .of  So¬ 
cial  Security  under  which  therPro- 
.  gramme  falls,  a  Jamaica  House  news 
release  said. 

Miss  Bennett  will  also  have  port¬ 
folio  responsibility  for  the  Ministry’s 
welfare  matters  including  payments 
‘  to  indigent  persons.  ; 

The  Food  Security  !  Programme 
which  was  announced  by  the  Prime 
•  Minister  during  his  1984/85  Budget 
presentation  to  Parliament  last 
Thursday  night  (May  24)  is  to  benefit 
one  million  persons,  of  a*Kalf  of  the 
total  population.  The  annuaheost  of 
the  Programme  is  $1 13  million. 

Speaking  at  the  time  of  his  an  . 
nouncement  last  week,  Mr.  Scaga 
said  that  the  Government  had  recog¬ 
nised  the  urgency  of  the  need  to 
assist  the  very  poor  to  meet  the  extra 
cost*  of  living  resultant  form  the 
measures  being  wken  to  enable  the 
manufacturing  sector  to  uke  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  new  export  opportunities. 

Government  had  also  recognised 
.  that  there  were  many  young  children, 
young  people,  preenant  and  nursing 
hiothcrs  who  would  be  nutritionally 
^  at  risk  if  hieher  food  prices  made  it 
impossible  for  them  to  continue  to 
obtain  the  necessary  quantities  of 
food. 

These  are  the  bases  on  which  the; 


I  Food  Security  Pro¬ 
gramme  is  structured. 

The  Ministry  of 
Health  is  to  assist  the 
Ministiy  of  Social  Secu¬ 
rity  in  the  execution  of 
I  nutritional  aspects  of  the 
I  Programme  at  Health 
Centres.  The  Ministry  of 
Education  will  continue 
u  to'  ewerate  the  School 
i  Feeding  programme 
^  which  is  to  be  expanded 
to  600,000  cnildren 
from  the  present  level  of 

100,000; 

A  monitoring  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  each  parish  to 
ensure  that  alt  eligable 
'  persons  arc  included  as 
the  supplies  of  food  are’ 
enougn  to  include  all 
j>ersons  in  the  target  cat¬ 
egories. 

Mr.  Seaga  had  also 
informed  the  Parliament 
’  that  the  programme  will, 

I  for  the  first  time,  ensure 
.  that  all  “nutritionally-at- 
risf”  persons  obtain  at 
least  a  basic  level  of 
suppoa  to  ensure  their 
health  and  welfare. 
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Savings,  Employment  Benefits 
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[Text]  Jamaica  is  expected  to  save  some  US$132  million  when  the  qood  Suffi¬ 
ciency  Programme  reaches  its  maximum  level  of  production  in  the  next  four 
years,  Prime  Minister  Edvard  Seaga  said  yesterday.  In  addition,  some 
17,000  new  workers  are  to  benefit  from  the  employment  opportunities  to  be 
created  in  the  agriculture  sector  by  the  programme. 

Mr.  Seaga  highlighted  this  while  speaking  at  Jamaica  House  after  signing  a 
concessional  loan  agreement  for  US$20  million,  along  with  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Percival  Broderick;  the  United  States  Ambassador, 

His  Excellency  William  Hewitt,  and  the  US/AID  Director,  Mr.  Lewis  Reade. 

The  agreement,  signed  against  the  background  of  the  Food  Sufficiency  Programme 
which  the  Prime  Minister  announced  in  his  Budget  presentation  to  Parliament 
last  Thursday  and  which  is  designed  to  Increase  production  so  as  to  replace  a 
number  of  imported  basic  food  commodities,  will  provide  the  financing  for  the 
Importation  of  some  95,600  metric  tons  of  food  items. 

These  items  Include  46,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  costing 
US$8  million;  31,000  metric  tons  corn/sorghum  costing  US$4.7  mlllipn;  2,000 
metric  tons  edible  vegetable  oil  for  US$1.6  million;  14,000  metric  tons  of 
rice  costing  US$5  million  and  2,600  metric  tons  blended  fortified  foods  for 
US$700,000. 

The  agreement  is  the  fourth  to  be  signed  between  the  Government  of  Jamaica 
and  the  United  States  Agency  for  International  Development  (US-AID)  under  the 
PL  480  Programme  since  1981.  The  loan  will  be  repaid  in  15  equal  Instalments 
commencing  six  years  after  the  last  delivery  date  of  the  commodities  add  the 
li^ltlal  Interest  rate  will  be  3  per  cent  per  annum  continuing  up  to  a  maximum 
of  4  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  Food  Sufficiency  Programme  under  the  umbrella  of  AGRO  21  and  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  is  designed  to  reduce  unemployment  especially  in  the  rural 
areas,  to  put  idle  hands  to  idle  lands;  and  to  produce,  over  the  next  four 
years,  much  of  the  basic  food  items  that  are  now  Imported.  , 

The  subsequent  reduction  of  Imported  basic  food  items  and  the  consequent  con¬ 
trol  over  the  country's  own  supplies  of  these  items  will  minimise  the  extent 
to  which  the  Jamaican  economy  will  be  suspeptiible  to  climatic  and  market  con¬ 
ditions  in  other  countries  and  which  result  in  increased  food  prices  in 
Jamaica. 

The  Prime  Minister  said  that  under  the  Food  Sufficiency  Progranme,  over  the 
next  four  years  beginning  this  year,  Jamaica  can  e:qpect  to  replace  75  per  cent 
of  the  rice  to  be  Imported  in  1987/88  as  well  as  45  percent  of  the  Imported 
soya;  124  per  cent  fish  which  will  create  a  surplus  for  export;  98  per  cent 
meat;  9  per  cent  dairy  products  and  31  per  cent  imported  com  for  animal  feed 
which  is  to  be  replaced  by  locally  cultivated  cassava. 
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Expressing  thanks »  Mr*  Seaga  said  he  was  pleased  that  the  U»S*  Government  had 
found  It  possible  to  continue  to  provide  support  for  the  Importation  of  basic 
food  commodities  while  the  Government  creates  and  Implements  measures  for  the 
country  to  develop  Its  capability  to  produce  those  Items  It  can,  so  as  to 
reduce  reliance  on  Imports  over  the  years. 

At  the  signing  were  the  Minister  of  Industry  and  Commerce,  Bon.  Douglas  Vaz; 
the  Minister  of  State,  Bon.  Karl  Samuda;  the  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission,  U.S. 
Embassy,  Mr.  Robert  Warne;  and  the  Permanent  Secretary  In  the  Office  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Don  Brice. 


Seaga  Amplification 

I 
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[Text] 


Primr  Minister  tdward  !ieaga  said 
on  Wednesday  char  the  food  aid 
^programme  acliedoled  to  begin  in 
June  was  not  intended  to  pronde  a 
bellyful  bur  aimed  to  provide  enough 
nutrition  to  help  keep  the  bodv 
healthy. 

He  was  referring  to  comments 
that  the  $10  per  month  which  will  be 
distributed  under  the  programme  was 
insufficient. 

••The  programme  is  nor  intended 
to  be  a  bellyful.  It  is  intended  to 
provide  enough  nutrition  so  that  you 
will  be  able  to  have  the  kind  of 
nutritional  food  to  help  the  body  to 
keep  healthy.- 

Mr.  Seaga  was  speaking  at  a  lun¬ 
cheon  for  Golden  Agers  at  the  St. 
Luke*s  Church  Hall  in  Cross  Roads. 
The  luncheon  is  part  of  Poor  Relief 
Week  which  is  being  celebrated  from 
May  27  to  June  2. 

The  value  of  the  food  aid  pro¬ 
gramme,  Mr.  Seaga  said,  was  not  to 
be  measured  in  terms  of  money  but 


in  terms  of  the  nutritional  value.  ’ 

He  then  explained  how  the  pro-! 
gramme  would  be  administered.! 
Each  person  who  was  eligible  for  aid 
under  the  programme  would  be; 
given  a  booklet  containing  five  tick- 1 
ets  each  valuing  $2.  These  booklets' 
would  be  distributed  every  two 
months. 

The  Prime  Minister  said  that  dv- 
ery  step  was  being  uken  to  ensure 
that  the  programme  is  not  abused  by 
persons  who  should  be  getting  lad 
under  the  programme.  Everyone  in 
the  category  of  incomes  below  $50 
per  week,  pregnant  mothers,  and 
children  in  primary,  comprehensive 
and  new  secondary  schools  would  be 
assisted  under  the  food  aid  pro¬ 
gramme.  No  one  who  was  eligible 
would  be  excluded,  Mr.  Seaga  said. 


PSOJ  Bdost  for  Agriculture 
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(iMti  npHE  PRIVATE  SECTOR  OR- 

‘  '  A  OANISATION  OF  JAMAICA 

has  given  the  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
;  culture,  Hon.  Dr.  Percival  Brode- 
rickm  the  assurance  that  It  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  every  assistance  to 
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the  development  of  the  agricultu- 
'  ral  wctor,.. .r.. 

This  assurance  was  given  to  the  Min* 
ister,  when  ihe  t*resident  of  the  PSOJ, 
Mr.  Sam  Mahfood,  and  the  Chairman  of. 
the  PSOJ’s  Agricultural  Committee,  Mr. 
Maurice  Facey,  met  with  the  Minister  at  ' 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  on  Thursday, 

Dr.  Broderick  emphasised  to  the  l^SOJ  team 
the  Governments  stated  position  that*  agricul¬ 
ture  must  be  developed  with  greater  private 
sector  participation^  but  stressed  that  every 

consideration  bad  to  be  given  to  the  small 
>  farmers. 

He  said  that  AGRO*21  wa&  already  a  struc* 
tured  programme  and  that  the  emphasis  how 
was  on  the  development  of  linkages  of  the 
small  farmers  into  that  programme. 

The  Minister  discussed  the  concept  of  the 
r  Production  Centres  and  the  various  models  which 
were  bei^  developed.  He  cited  the  role  of  the 
Orreras  Croup  of  Companies  amone  the  tobacco 
farmers,  as  one  model  in  which  'rahners  could 
produce  crops  for  which  markets  have  already  been 
identified,  withthe  company  providing  inputs  and 
extension,  and  taking^over  the  centranzeo  rr.i;!<et- 
ing  of  the  produce.  J  he  PSOJ  was  invited  by  the 
:  Minister  to  study  the  proposals  for  Production 
Centres,  with  a  view  to  recommending  private 
sector  management  for  any  of  the  Centres  to  its 
members.  v 


•  The  distribution  of  foodstuffs  grown  for 

the  local  market  was  also  discussed  and  the 
Minister  pointed  to  work  being  done  by  the  '  ^ 
Minist^  to  reduce  gluts  in  any  one  area,  by  ; 
better  distributive  practices.  ^  \  -  .  ^  , 

•  The  PSOJ  agreed ’ito  undertake  a  study  to  ' 

improve  the  links  wtv/cen  areas  of  demand  and 
areas  of  simply  and  create  a  better  marketifig 
mechanism  for  domestic  food  crop.  ^  ^  ^ 

•  The  PSOJ  were  also  invited  to  identify 
areas  within  the  Mihistry  which  it  was/rai  i 
could  best  be  managed  by  the  private  sector.  It  ^ 
was  pointed  but  that  rhe  Ministry  liad  limit^^  ■ 
technical  and  ^management  resources  and  that  this 
could  be  attributed  to  the  Ministry’s  inability  to 
compete  with  the  pay  package  offered  by  the 
private  sector.  ^ 

I  #  Dr.  Broderick  not^  that  the  PSOJ  hod 
'  always  mounted  a  strong  lobby  on  b^alf  of  ^ 
the  manufacturing  antf  grading  community, 
and  invited  the  otpnisation  to  do  the  same  on 
behalf  of  the  agricultural  corimunity.  ^ 

•  The  President  of  the  PSOJ,  Mr.  M^- 
food,  expressed  willingness  to  make  the  skills 
and  expertise  within  nis  organisation  avail¬ 
able  to  assist  in  the  continued  expansion  and 
development  of  the  agricultural  sector,  nrid 
promised  to  do  whatever  was  possible  to  assist  ihe 
small  farmer  to  greater  prbduAivity,  greater  earn¬ 
ings  and  a  better  standard  of  living. 

Follow-up  meetings  have  been  planned  for  an 
:  agricultural  team  to  complement  the  private  sector 
team,  for  more  detailed  study  of  the  proposals. 


Sugar  Prices 
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[Text]  THE  PRICE  OF  SUGAR  (defined  and  beem)  has  been  Increased  as  from 
today.  Brown  sugar  moves  up  from  72  cents  per  pound  to  98  cents  per  pound, 
an  increase  of  36 .12.  Refined  sugar  which  was  preylously 'sold  at  $1.32 
cents  per  pound  has  been  decontrolled,  and  is  likely  to  move  up  by  20  percent 
to  $1.58  per  pound. 

The  Increases  wer^  announced  yesterday  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Hon. 

Dr.  Perclval  Broderick,  following  a  Cabinet  decision  last  week.  Dr.  Broderick 
said  that  the  Increases  had  become  necessary  because  of  the  removal  of  budget¬ 
ary  support  from  the  sugar  industry,  with  effect  from  April  1,  1984,  and  the 
higher  costs  arising  from  the  devaluation  of  the  Jamaican  dollar. 


The  increased  prices  will  not  affect  the  price  of  dondensisd  milk,  for  which 
new  prices  we^e  recently  settled,  neither  will  refined  sugar  sold  to  manufac¬ 
turers  of  sugar-based  products  for  local  constmptlon  be  affected,  the  Minister 
said. 
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The  price  of  sugar  was  last  Increased  in  December  1982,  At  that  time  the 
Government  said  it  was  making  a  bid  to  sustain  the  sugar  industry  as  "an 
important  cornerstone  of  the  Jamaican  economy." 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  Minister: 

"Effective  immediately, 

V(a)  The  price  of  brown  sugar  to  consumers  has  been  increased  from  72c  per 
lb.  to  98c  per  lb. 

"(b)  The  price  of  refined  sugar  to  the  trade  has  been  increased  from 
$2,512.56  per  ton  to  $2,989.68  per  ton.  Refined  sugar  has  been  removed  from 
price  controls  and  is  presently  being  sold  to  consumers  at  $1.32  per  lb. 

"(c)  the  price  of  refined  sugar  to  export  manufacturers  has  been  Increased 
from  $910  per  ton  to  $1,150  per  ton,  to  bring  the  price  in  line  with  the 
present  cost  of  Imported  refined  sugar. 

"The  Increased  prices  will  not  affect  the  price  of  condensed  milk  for  which 
new  prices  were  only  recently  settled.  Neither  will  they  affect  the  price 
of  refined  sugar  sold  to  the  manufacturers  of  sugar  based  products  for  local 
consumption  in  order  to  Improve  the  competitive  position  of  these  manufacturers. 

"The  Increases  in  sugar  prices  have  become  necessary  because  of  the  removal  of 
budgetary  support  for  the  industry  with  effect  from  the  1st  April,  1984,  and 
higher  costs  attendant  on  the  devaluation  of  the  Jamaican  dollar. 

"The  Industry  had  previously  announced  a  rationalisation  programme  designed 
to  Increase  efficiency  through  the  removal  of  surplus  factory  capacity  and 
the  streamlintAg  of  its  man-power  requirements." 


CSO;  3298/888 


158 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


KINGSTON  VIOLENCE  CONTINUES  TO  HAVE  WIDE  SPILLOVER 

PNP  Reply  to  Seaga  , 

i 
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[Text]  The  People's  National  Party  has  said  It  Is  prepared  to  resume  discus¬ 
sions  on  ways  to  curb  political  violence  in  the  country,  on  Tuesday  as  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edvard  Seaga. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Seaga,  the  P.N.P.  General  Secretary,  Dr.  Paul  Roberts, 
while  re-af firming  the  party's  decision  to  reconvene  the  discussions  on 
political  violence,  took  Issue  with  the  statement  by  Mr.  Seaga  that  "these  bi¬ 
partisan  talks  had  not  been  discontinued." 

Dr.  Robertson  said  that  while  he  contracted  Mr*  Bruce  Golding  of  the  JeLeP.  on 
March  27  concerning  resuming  the  talks,  as  mandated  by  the  FeMePe  Executive 
and  officers,  no  firm  date  was  fixed  as  Mr.  Golding  undertook  to  get  hack  to 
him  on  the  matter. 

When  he  made  telephone  contact  with  Mr.  Golding  on  May  9,  although  Mr.  Golding 
was  personally  ready  he  did  not  seem  to  have  the  mandate  of  his  party  to  resume 
official  talks  on  violence. 


Consequently  no  date  was  set  for  a  future  meeting. 


Manley  Call  for  Commission 
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[Text] 


The  President  of  the 
People’s  National  Party, 
Mr.  Michael  Manley, 
has  written  to  the  Lead¬ 
er  of  the  Jamaica  La¬ 
bour  Party,  Mr.  Edward 
Seaga,  urging  that  he  set 
up  a  Commission  of  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  Rema  vio¬ 
lence. 

The  Commission,  he 
said,  ''should  involve 
persons  of  the  greatest 


possible  stature  and  aa 
cepted  probity  and  irm 
partiality;  should  be 
given  to  the  widest  pos¬ 
sible  terms  of  reference 
to  inquire  into  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  matter.” 

Mr.  Manley  said: 
“Failure  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  the  full¬ 
est  ventilation  of  this 
terrible  affair  would  be 
extremely  bad  for  Jamai¬ 
ca  and  for  public  confi¬ 


dence  in  the  Security 
Forces,  their  direction 
and  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  political  direc¬ 
torate  and  the  police 
authorities”. 

Seven  persons  were 
killed  in  the  violence 
which  involved  the 
Western  Kingston  com¬ 
munities  of  Rema,  Rose 
Town  and  Tivoli  Gar¬ 
dens  some  two  weeks 
ago. 
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Security  Spending  Increase 
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[Text!  National  Security  and  Justice  is  the  Ministry  with  the  third  largest 
budget.  In  1984/85  it  plans  to  go  through  $329  million  of  which  $182  million 
will  be  used  on  the  Police  and  another  $92  million  on  the  J.D.F. 

The  police  appear  to  come  out  better  than  the  J.D.F.  Their  total  wage  bill 
moves  up  from  $105  to  $130  million  but  an  unusually  large  amount  of  this  in¬ 
crease  will  go  to  the  Special  Constables,  Parish  and  District  Constables  as 
well  As  to  the  Immigration  and  Passport  Officers.  Almost  $8  million  in  the 
capital  budget  goes  to  purchase  new  vehicles  and  spare  parte  for  the  Police. 
(The  J.D.F.  only  get  $700,000  to  purchase  equipment.) 

The  J.D.F.  budget  allows  an  increase  of  about  $9  million  or  20  per  cent  in 
the  J.D.F.  wage  bill  but  Includes  very  large  cut-backs  in  other  operating  and 
maintenance  costs.  It  is  not  possible  from  the  budget  to  deduce  how  much  has 
been  spent  in  the  Grenada  operation  by  the  J.D.F.  and  one  wonders  under  which 
expenditure  heading  this  cost  is  hidden. 


Private  Sector  Role 
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[Text]  Political  leaders  should  be  told  now  that  action  was  needed  now,  to 
bring  in  Illegal  guns,  and  the  hands  of  the  police  should  not  be  tied,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Private  Sector  Organisation  of  Jamaica  (PSOJ),  Mr.  Sam  Mahfiod, 
said  yesterday.  ’ 

To  a  standing  ovation  and  prolonged  applause,  the  private  sector  leader,  in 
closing  his  guest  address  at  the  40th  annual  Joint  central  conference  of  the 
Police  Federation  at  the  Government  Conference  Centre,  downtown  Kingston, 
told  some  250  delegates  present: 

"I  believe  we  need  to  send  a  loud  and  clear  message  to  our  political  leaders 
that  we  need  action  now  to  remove  illegal  guns  from  our  society,  and  that  the 
police  must  have  a  free  hand  to  bring  in  the  guns.  I  think,  if  necessary,  we 
should  back  up  this  position  with  the  threat  that  we,  the  law  abiding  citi¬ 
zens  of  this  country,  will  not  be  prepared  to  give  political  support— monetary 
or  otherwise — to  politicians  and  political  parties  who  continue  to  harbour 
and  retain  the  services  of  gunmen.  We  need  also  to  give  our  support  for  the 
police  in  their  efforts  to  get  rid  of  the  illegal  guns. 

"Mr.  Chairman,  without  wishing  to  sound  as  an  alarmist,  I  believe  that  tlmA  is 
fast  running  out  for  us,  and  if  we  fall  to  take  decisive  action  now,  we  might 
find  that  the  situation  is  out  of  control  and  will  overwhelm  us  all.  We  cannot 
live  like  ostriches,  hiding  our  heads  in  the  sand.  We  as  a  country  must  face 
the  truth  and  don't  lie  to  ourselves  about  the  Illegal  guns." 
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Mr.  Mahfood  said  the  PSOJ  would  continue  to  work  with  the  police  to  Improve  the 
Image  of  the  Force,  and  the  relations  between  citizens  and  the  police. 

"This  Is  a  forum  for  plain  talk  and  I  would  be  less  than  honest  If  I  did  not 
tell  you  that  at  times  the  actions  of  the  police  contribute  to  the  attitude 
that  the  public  takes  towards  them,"  he  said. 

There  was  a  time,  not  long  ago,  when  the  policeman  was  a  model  In  society, 
respected  by  everyone.  But  this  had  changed. 

"1  recognise  that  since  those  days  our  society  has  become  a  great  deal  more 
violent,  that  we  have  produced  a  new  breed  of  young  criminals  who  fear  neither 
God  nor  man.  I  am  not  a  sociologist,  and  I  am  therefore  not  prepared  to  go 
Into  ah  analysis  of  what  created  this  upsurge  In  violence,  but  I  do  feel 
that  some  of  the  blame  for  the  lack  of  respect  for  the  police  force  must  be 
placed  on  the  behaviour  of  some  policemen." 

Mr.  Mahfood  said  this  behaviour  was  limited  to  a  few  members  of  the  Force, 
but  the ’negative  Image  created  affected  all  members  of  the  Force. 

However,  this  negative  Image  could  be  corrected  through  positive  actions.  He 
suggested  that  policemen,  working  with  youth  groups,  could  exert  a  powerful 
Infbaence  for  good  on  the  youngsters.  They  should  publicise  more  what  they 
were  doing  In  community  work,  not  only  with  the  youth,  but  other  work  being 
done  In  communities.  For  example,  the  Force  had  a  first-class  musical  band. 

The  Increase  In  publicity  would  be  short-term  measures  but  long-term  measures 
were  also  there. 

Long-term  measures,  he  suggested,  could  Include  the  Federation  reconsidering 
Its  position  on  a  Citizens  Complaints  Board. 

Mr.  Mahfood  said:  "Some  of  the  hostility  that  Is  displayed  towards  the  police 
today  Is  caused  by  the  fact  that  people  feel  that  If  they  are  wronged  by  the 
police,  they  have  no  means  of  ha^ng  that  wrong  corrected." 

He  felt  such  a  Board  would  be  useful,  not  only  to  the  public  but  the  police, 
as  It  could  cut  down  on  public  hostility  to  the  police. 

"The  Citizens'  Complaints  Board  can  play  a  vital  role  In  maintaining  the  genr 
eral  efficiency  of  the  police  force.  We  feel  that  this  board  should  be  able 
to  Investigate  and  refer  bona  fide  complaints  made  against  the  police,  and 
after  discussing  them  with  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  should  submit  a  report 
to  the  Police  Services  Commission  and  the  Minister  of  National  Security.. 

This  report  should  be  tabled  In  Parliament  and  published." 

Mr.  Mahfood  said  another  long-term  strategy  could  be  to  improve  the  Image  of 
the  Force  In  the  area  of  training  and  recruitment. 

"We  feel  that  young  people  should  have  a  career  choice  to  join  the  police  Force 
In  the  same  way  that  they  make  other  career  choices,  and  should  not,  as  so 
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of tens,  enter  the  Force  because  they  can’t  find  anything  better  to  do.  If 
this  Is  to  happen,  the  pay  and  the  possibility  for  career  development  within 
the  Force  must  be  attractive  to  young  people." 

Mr.  Mahfood  also  suggested  more  Cltlzens/Pollce  Committees,  which  In  1980 
the  PSOJ  had  found  to  be  "extremely  useful"  In  creating  civic  support  for  the 
work  of  the  police. 

He  said  the  police  would  never  be'  able  to  effectively  control  the  criminal 
element  unless  It  received  the  support  of  law-abiding  citizens. 

Those  who  believe  In  law  and  order,  and  are  against  criminals,  had  to  realize 
that  It  was  unfair  to  ask  the  police  to  face  danger  dally  on  their  behalf.  If 
they  were  unprepared  to  support  the  police. 

Mr.  Mahfood  said:  "Those  of  us  who  are  aware  of  where  guns  are  hidden,  and 
of  the  existence  of  gunmen,  and  remain  silent,  are  endangering  our  own  lives. 
The  criminal  element,  we  need  to  be  aware,  cannot  take  refuge  In  a  community 
unless  the  members  of  that  community  who  are  aware  of  their  existence,  condone 
their  actions. 

"Take  the  example  of  gun  violence,  whether  It  Is  politically  motivated  or 
not.  I  am  convinced  that  there  are  people  who  are  aware  of  the  perpetrators 
of  these  acts,  but  who,  possibly  because  of  fear,  choose  to  remain  silent. 

"I  regard  the  threat  of  violence — political  or  otherwlse—as  the  greatest 
danger  that  can  destroy  all  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  revive  the 
economy.  I  do  not  think  we  can  expect  the  police  to  face  this  danger  alone. 

We  often  fall  to  realize  that  this  violence.  If  unchecked,  feeds  like  a  cancer 
on  Itself  until  It  gets  to  the  point  where  It  dominates  all  of  us,  or  all  of 
us  are  asked  to  surrender  our  freedoms  to  bring  It  under  control." 
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ECONOMIC,  SOCIAL  SURVEY  SHOWS  GROWTH  RATE  OF  1.8  PERCENT 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  26  May  84  p  3 


[Text] 


There  was  a  l.S  per  cent  growth  in  the  Gross 
Domestic  Product  (GDP)  last  year  “in  spite  of 
(he  fact  that  the  recovery  experienced  by  most 
developed  nations  did  not  have  a  significantly 
positive  impact  on  the  Jamaica  economy/^  according 
to  the  “Economic  and  Social  Survey  Jamaica,  1983^^ 
which  was  tabled  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
yesterday. 

'  The  Siiryey  said  chat,  chough  moderate,  the  growth  rate  was  the 
second  highest  in  over  a  decade  and  was  a  continuation  of  the  growth 


trend  established  in  198  L 

On  the  demand  side,  che  expan >  , 
.si<m  in  real  exports  of.  goods  and 
services  appeared  to  have  conrrih-'  : 
ined  CO  this  real  growth,  che  Survey  i 
said-  The  USS  value  of  exports  fell  ' 
during  the  yqar,  .but  much  of  that 
uas  due  ro  declinir^  prices  for  alu¬ 
mina. 

Ahifitina  production  gre^w  in  1.983 
u  ich  the  mining  sector  enjoying  a 
<ine  per  cent  ‘  increase  in  real  GDP,  ' 
although  eamings  fell  by  1*7.7  per 
cent  over  1982.  Agricultural  CiDP 
greu  vigorously  benefitring  in  parts 
from  the  comrnencement  of  Agro  21, 

I  wo  other  major  sectors  of  che 
economy.  Manufacturing  and  Con-  ^ 
srVuction.  both  experienced  healthy 
growth  rates  in  che  neigh^uibood  , 
of  3  per  cent.  • 

The  average  employment  level 
was  2S,<XK)  higher  than  che  corre- 
s^>onding  level  for  1982,  with  the  ' 
average  rate  !  of '  unemployment  de- 
ejifung  from  27.4  per  centre  26.4  per 
cent.  After  an  initial  decline  of  5,800 
Hh-  the  October,  1982  to  April,  198.3 
petiod,  the  labour  force  expanded  by 


4<>,200  in  the  ensuing  six  months  to 
^nd  at  1,019,900  by  October,  1983. 
Ibis  consriufted  an  overall  increase  ^ 
oC  .1.1  per  cent  over  the.  review  i 
period.  .  I 

V  l-or  the  (Vtober,  1982  co  April, 
198.1  period,  che  increase  in  the 
'employment  level  and  the  decline  in 
the  labour  force  led  to  the  decline  in  ! 
the  unemployment  rate  of  2  percent-  \ 
age  points,  from  27.9  per  cent  to 

25.9  per  cent  per  cent  between  Octo¬ 
ber,  1982  and  April,  1983.  By  Octo¬ 
ber,  however,  due  to  the  sizeable 
increase  in  the  labour  force,  and  : 
despite  the  continued  expansion  in  < 
employment,  the  rate  had  climbed  to  I 

26.9  per  cent. 

In  order  to  contain  inHarion  and 
to  reduce  the  demand  for  foreign 
exchange  for  consumer  purposes,  the 
Government  maintained  its  policy  of 
tight  credit,  constraining  the  increase 
in  the  money  supply  (Ml)  to  only 
four  per  cent.  Liquidity  ratios  were 
increased  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the 
demand  for  money,  particularly  for 
speculation. 
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Nominal  gross  fixed  capital  for¬ 
mation  continued  to  grow  rapidly 
during  year,  rising  from  its  1982 
level  of  million  to  a  1981 

level  of  S  1,4 1 4  million,  an  increase 
of  20  per  cent.  This  grout h  pushed 
up  the  share  of  gross  investment  in 
total  GOP  to  20.9  per  cent,  its 
highest  level  in  eight  years.  The 
contrihutory  factors  include  stronger 
housing  demand,  low  real  interest 
rates  and  healthy  levels  of  credit  tor 
industrial  expansion. 

The  Survey  said  that  the  growth 
rate  in  investment  would  have  Keen 
higher  were  it  not  for  constrained 
levels  of  capital  goods  imports. 

Note:  Kor  an  overview,  or  stimmarv. 
of  the  Survey  findings  please  rum  to 
page  II. 
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SEAGA  ANNOUNCES  PLAN  TO  ESTABLISH  NEW  FACTORIES 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  26  84  p  3 V,  ' 


[Text] 


The  government  is  to  commence  this  year  a 
record  one  million  square  feet  factnry  building 
programme  to  accommodate  new  investment  pro- 
j^ts,  Prime  Minister  Edward  Seaga  told  the  House 
oP  Representatives  on  Thursday. 

^ -Speaking  irf  the  budget  debate,  Mr.  Seaga  said  that  new 
investments  continued  unabated.  Some  251  new  investment 
projects  had  been  established  since  the  JNIP  commenced 
operations  two  and  a  half  years  ago  —  a  rate  of  two  new 
investments  every  week.  This  has  gone  up  since  the  beginning  of 
1984  to  three  investments  per  week. 

The  capital  investment  involved  is  $360  million.  Some  7,363  ; 
workers  had  been  employed  so  far  with  a  maximum  pf  12,000  i 
ac[s(itional  jobs  CO  come  in  the  same  investments  as  they  grow  to  their 
production  targets.  He  said  that  local  projects  numbered  150,  foreign 


7f^  joint  ventures  30.  .. 

'‘The  investments  have  spread  to 
ever)'  parish  and  in  fact,  unbelievably, 
agricultural  and  agribusiness  projects 
outnumber'  manufacturing  92  to  84. 
.\mong  the  total  of  251  new  invest¬ 
ments  to  April,  1984,  are  21  small 
biftmess  projects,  the  result  of  a  spe- 
cidf  unit  established  to  assist  the  small 
business  sector. 

‘This  year  promises  to  be  a  bump- 
*er*=ycar  as  the  JNIP  establishes  an 
office  in  the  Par'  East  and  intensifies 
irs"  efforts  in  North  America,  f  am 
also  to  ntake  a  visit  to  London  soon 
to  hold  final  discussions  with  some  20 
potential  investors  in  the  United  King- 
doin  vs'hich  arc  the  final  selectees 


from  a  list  of  80. 

“To  accommodate  the  expected 
boom.  Government  will  commence 
this  year  a  record  factory  building 
programme  of  nearly  one  million 
sauare  feet-by  far  the  largest  ever 
constructed  in  a  single  year  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  Actually,  dur¬ 
ing  the  quarter  January  to  March, 
1984,  over  524,000  square  feet  were 
requested  of  the  JNIP  by  investors. 
These  factories  will  not  be  confined 
to  Kingston  and  St.  Andrew;  they  will 
be  located  in  11  parishes,”  Mr.  Seaga 
said. 
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GOVERNMENT  APPROVES  DIVESTMENT  OP  BANANA  PROJECTS 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  In  English  1  Jun  8A  p  1 


[Text] 

Banana-growing  projects  and  tl 
boxing  plants  on  farms  owned  and 
managed  by  the  European  Devel¬ 
opment  Fond  (EDF)  and  the*  lamaica 
Development  Bank  (|DB),  as  well  as 
boxing  plants  owned  by  the  Banana 
Company  of  Jamaica,  are  to  be  di¬ 
vested  as  a  matter  of  urgency. 

Ministr)  Paper  Number  ^'tabled 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  last 
night  by  the  M  iuister  of  Agriculture, 
iht  H(>n.  Percy  Broderick,  said  ih.'  : 

“The  Cabinet  decided  on  the  19th 
March,  1984,  that  the  Divesrntent 
Committee  should  be  instructed  to 
negotiate  the.  contractual  arrange- 
fnents  for  the  divestment  of  the 
banana  growing  projects  and  the 
eleven  boxing  plants  on  these  fantis, 
ahd  also  to  agree  to  the  divestment 
of  the  boxing  plants  owmed  by  the 
Banana  Company  of  Jamaica  Lim¬ 
ited.  The  Divestment  Committee  was 
also  authorised  to  obtain  legal  assis¬ 
tance  in  order  to  enable  it  to  con¬ 
clude  the  negotiations  as  a  matter  of 
urgency. 


“In  addition  to  this,  the  Cabinet 
fuither  decided  that  the  Divestment 
Committee  should  be  requested  to 
appoint  a  Sub-ComtrtitteL  comprised 
df  members  of  the  Agro  21  iecretari- 
ar  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  to 
review’  the  applications  received  and 
to  make  recommendations  accord - 
ingly  to  the  Divestment  Committee. 

“The  Commissioner  of  Lands  has 
been  requested  to  undenake  a  valu¬ 
ation  if  the  projects.  Already  the 
company  has  received  25  applications 
for  the  divestment  of  EDF  and  JDB 
projects.  These  applications  will  be 
referred  to  the  Divestment  Commit¬ 
tee  for  a  decision, “ 

The  Ministry'  Paper  said  that  the 
banana  growing  projects  were  estab¬ 
lished  in  1974,  to  facilitate  the  culti¬ 
vation  arid  production  of  bananas  for 
export  by  the  Banana  Board.  It  was 
anticipated  that  modern  agronomic 
techniques  of  the  Board  would  serve 
as  an  example  to  private  growers. 

“Regrettably,  neither  the  Banana 


Board  nor  the  rc-oiganised  ^nana 
Company  of  Jamaica  Limited  was 
*ble  to  realize  these  objectives,*’  the 
Ministry'  Paper  said. 

“Actual  operating  costs  per  acre 
were  approximately  S2,200  gtgamst 
the  projected  costs  of  per  acre. 
Higher  costs  coupled  with  low  pro¬ 
duction  vohimcs  resulted  in  a  neg¬ 
ative  financial  situation.  These  pre¬ 
sets  hav^Kad  a  debilitating  effect  M 
the  Company  and  has  hindered  the 
Company’s  ability  to  sustain  financial 
viability.’'  I 

I 

h  Was  in  the  hght  of  t^t  situation 
that  the  decision  was  t^ken  by  the 
C.abiner  to  divest  the  projects. 

The  Banana  Company  of  Jamaica 
currently  owns  32  public  boxing 
plants.  However,  those  pbnrs  will  be 
divested  and  already  one  at  Moram 
Bay  St.  Thomas  which  was  financed 
by  the  Caribbean  ‘Development  Bank 
has  been  sold  to  the  Eastern  Banana 
E.states  Limited. 
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StiCAR  tACtOElES  WILL  CONVERT  TO  PRIVATE 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  In  Eiagllsli  1 


[Text] 


r- 


I 


The  three  publicly-owned  sugar 
factories  Frome,  Monymusk  and 
Bernard  Lodge  ^  operated  by  the 
National  Sugar  Company  and  which 
were  nor  earmarked  for  closure  at 
fhe  end  of  the  1983/84  sugar  crop, 
are  to  placed  under  private  manage- 
.  meni,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Hon.  Dr.  Percival  Broderick,  said  in 
The  House  of  Representatives  last 
-night. 

Full  details  of  the  arrangements 
will  be  announced  shortly,  the  Min- 
ister  told  House,  adding  that 
Long  Pond,  one  of  the  three  facto¬ 
ries  previously  earmarked  fpr  closure 
and  which  has  showh  "remarkable 
reedvery’’  since  the  NSC.  announce 
me'nt  on  April  IJ,  pf  its  intention  to 
close,  the  f^tor>%  woiild  be  included 
in  the  new  afrangeihem. 


OPERATION 
Jun  84  pp  Ig  3 


Dr.  Broderick,  who  was  making 
his  contribiitibmn  jrp  the  Budget 
pebate,  said  that  the  Board  of  the 
debt-ridden  NSC  had  met  and  had 
reviewed  the  Company’s  projections 
over  three  years.  Those  projections 
reVealed  that  even  at  new  cane  and 
sugar  prices,  supported  by  a  capita! 
programme  estimated  to  cost  $75 
milfion,  the  group  would  still  incure 
losses  of  $123  million  over  the  three- 
year  period  1983/84  to  1985/86  if  it 
^operated  all  its  entities. 

Dr,  Broderick  then  said:  “The 
Government  in  reviewing  the  matter 
of  the  financial  and  otganisational 
restructuring  of  the  industry  has  de¬ 
cided  to  operate  four  public-enter¬ 
prise  faaories  —  including  Long 
Tond  “  on  a  totally  restructured 
basis  under  new  mahagemcm  They 
will  by  ‘privatised’  and  full  details  will 
be  announced  shortly. 


f 
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BANANA  ASSOCUTION  DISCUSSES  PLANS  FOR  EXPANSION 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  25  May  84  p  28 


[Text] 

The  Jamaicf  BanSna  spoke  at  the  launching 

Producers  Association  about  the  material  cov- 

Ltd.  plans  to  establish  a  cred  in  the  book  and 

banana  estate  of  over  presented  copies  of  "Ja- 

1,000  acres  at  Agualta  maica's  Banana  Industry 

Vale  and  neighbouring  **  to  Mrjohn  Aarons, 

farms  in  St.  Mary  and  Acting  Director  of  the 

put  an  additional  2,000  National  Library  of  Ja- 

acres  of  land  on  the  maica  ,  for  distribution 

Eastern  Banana  Estates  to  libraries, 

into  cultivation.  Dr.  Hall  gave  a  brief 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  historical  sketch  of  the 

Group  Managing  Direc-  banana  industry  before 

tor  of  JPBA  Ltd.  made  speakine  of  his  compa- 

this  announcement  on  ny"s  plans  for  dcvci- 

Tuesday  at  a  luncheon  opment  of  a  banana 

which  his  company  held  ^  esjate  at  Agualta  Vale, 
at  the  Terra  Nova  Hotel  are  now  con-' 

,  New  Kingston  to  eluding  negotiations 

launch  the  book  “Jamai-  the  Government  of 

ca 's  Banana  Industry  ”  .  Jamaica  for  the  cstab- 

This  book  which  out-  lishment  of  a  banana 

lines  the  history  of  the  estate  of  over  1,000 

banana  industry  from  a^res  at  Agualta  Vale 

the  rise  of  the  co-opera-  and  neighbouring  farms 

tive  principle  to  the  pre-  jn  St.  Mary  »he 

sent,  was  researched  and  saidiThe  new  estate  will 

compiled  by  Mr.  The-  be  “  a  modem  banana 

odorc  Sealy  ,  C.B.E.,  farm  similar  in  style  to 

former  Editor  of  The  ,he  Eastern  Banana  Esta- 

Daily  Gleaner  and  Mr.  Dr.  Hall  added. 

Herbert  Hart,  »  former  He  also  said,  “As  fur- 

member  of  the  JBPA  .  It  iber  indication  of  our 

faith  in  the  Jamaican 
nan  Clinmn  Black.  Mr.  banana  industry,  we 

G.W.N.  Downer,  Chair-  have  confirmed  to  the 

man  of  the  company,  Government  our  inten¬ 
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tion  to  maintain  our 

shareholding  in  the  ex-  ^  He  also  said  that  the 

Eanded  Eastern  Banana  JBPA  Ltd.  was  establish- 

states  which  is  sched-  ing  its  “own  mango  OY- 

uled  to  be  increased  chard  of  over  100  acres 

from  2,000  acres  to  approximately  40  of 

4,000  acres.”  which  have  already  been 

Other  development  planted.  ”  Moreover,  the 

plans  and  achievements  company  has  long-term 

were  outlined  by  Dr.  plans  to  develop  •‘at 

Hall.  least  .500  acres  of  mango 

Jamaican  produce  •  orchards”  while  '“plans 

yams,  dasheens,  cocos,  are  also  well  advanced 

June  plums,  melons,  for  the  establishment  of 

mangos,  pumpkins  •va-  100  acres  of  pawpaws.” 

lued  at  $1,000,000  were  Fletcher  Bowman 

imported  into  the  U.K.  Ltd,  a  food  processing 

last  year  by  Sunburst  firm  which  Producers' 

Commodity  Trading  “recently  acquired  a  sig- 

Company  Ltd.,  a  new  nificant  interest  ”  in  » 

firm  established  by  JBPA  “will  soon  be  produdng 

Ltd.  banana  chips  primarilv 

This  company  hopes  for  the  export  market  , 

to  send  agricultural  pro-  Dr.  Hall  said.  “The  ba-* 
duce  SI. 5  million  in  va-  nana  chip  for  the  export 
lue  to  the  U.K.  this  year.  market  is  a  sweet  banana 

Having  exported  chip  as  opposed  to  the' 

8,000  cartons  of  mangos  salt  banana  chip  con- 

to  the  U.K.  in  1983,  the  sumed  locally  ”,  he 

company  expects  to  ex-  pointed  out. 

port  12,000  cartons  in  Fletcher  Bowman 

1984.  Ltd.  has  “already  idenri- 

“We  have  also  devel-  fied  the  market  for  the 

oped  a  modest  market  sweet  banana  chip  and 

for  our  own  grapefruit  will  stress  exports  of  this 

and  shipments  are  now  and  its  traditional  line  of 

running  at  approxi-  products”,  Dr.  Hall  said, 

matelv  1,000  boxex  per 
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SEAGA  RULES  OUT  EARLY  ELECTION,  WILL  SERVE  5-YEAR  TERM 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  26  May  84  p  3 
[Text] 


■  ■■■]  \ 

Prime  ’■  Minister  Ed- 
wird  Seaga  said  Thurs¬ 
day  that  nis  government 
intends  t6  serve  the  five- 
year  term  to  which  it 
was  elected  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1983,  until  it  con¬ 
sidered  the  time  appro- 
piate  .to  call  new 
elections. 

“This  Government 
was  re-elected  in  De¬ 
cember,  1983  for  a  new 
five-year  term  and  in¬ 
tends  to  serve  that  term 
until  it  considers  the 
time  appropriate  to;  call 
General  Elections,"  i  Mr. 
Sea^  said  in  his  budget 
speech  in  the  House  of 
Re^esentatives:  ; 

The  PrimeMinister 
told  the  House: 

“This  debate  is  taking 
place  against  a  mandate 
of  a  new  five-year  term 
of  office  to  wnich  gov- 
eiTiment  was  re-elected 
in  December,  1983. 

“The  major  opposi¬ 
tion  panydid  not  take 
part.  If  they  had,  they 
would  have  won  addi¬ 
tional  seats,  but  '  they 
would  have  lost  the 
election  and  could  have 


had  nothing  more  to 
wy. 

“By  not  taking  part 
they  hope  to  convince 
others  that  the  election 
was  nor  genuine  and 
that  new  elections  must 
be  called  early  to  give 
them  a  chance  to  partici¬ 
pate. 

“If  what  they  say  ^ 
were  to  be  accepted, 
then  an  opposition  party 
in  the  future  could  re¬ 
fuse  to  take  part  in  an 
eleaion,  declare  the  re- 
. suits  to  be  bogus,  and 
agitate  for  new  elections 
when  the  opposition 
considers  the  time  to  be 
right  and  in  its  interest 
to  hold  an  election. 

“If  that  view  was  ac- 
cepted,  no  government 
would  be  able  to  call  ah 
election  unless  the  op¬ 
position  w'as  ready  and 
agreed.  An  opposition 
could  then  afford  to 
spend  much  of  its  term 
ill-prepared,  as  the  last 
opposition  pany  did, 
knowing  that  it  could 
block  tne  holding  of  an 
election  until  it  was  re¬ 
ady. 


“In  such  an  event,  the 
losers  would  be  the  peo^ 
pie  who  depend  on  the 
Opposition  to  be  alert, 
'  active  and  available  at 
all  times  to,  voice  their 
points  of  view. 

“The  reason  why  our 
constitution  allows  the 
calling  of  an  election  at 
any  time,  is  to  put  the 
opposition  under  con¬ 
stant  pressure  to  per¬ 
form  so  that  it  will  be 
active  at  all  tinfics. 

“I  •  warn  those  who 
propose  or  support  the 
misguided  principles  be¬ 
ing  advanced  in  the 
name  of  democracy  that 
they  tread  on  a  ground 
so  danprous  that  it 
would  destroy  the  two- 
party  system  of  democ¬ 
racy  that  we  know. 

“For  whatever  posi¬ 
tion  one  opposition  par¬ 
ty  takes  in,  regards  to 
whether  it  panicipates 
or  not  in  general  elec¬ 
tions,  so  can  another. 
And  if  a  one-sided  result 
is  deemed  to  be  bogus 
once,  it  can  be  deemed 
to  be  bogus  again  and 


^gain  in  future  elections, 
'  until  we  destroy  our 
two-party  system. 

“The  Jamaica  Labour 
Party,  when  in  opposi¬ 
tion,  was  urged  by  many 
■in  1976  not  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  General  Elec¬ 
tions  of  that  year  in  view 
of  the  existence  of  the 
State  of  Emergency.  If 
ever  there  was  gooci  rea¬ 
son  to  refuse  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  General  Elec¬ 
tion,  it  was  then,  when 
oppression  ruled  the 
land,  and  my  supporters 
and  frontline  workers 
were  detained  or  under 
threat  of  detention. 

“But  we  did  not 
withdraw.  We  did  our 
duty:  got  the  worst  po- 
Jitical  beating  in  our  his¬ 
tory:  Went  back  to 
work  from  8  a.m.  the 
morning  after  the  elec¬ 
tion  when  )  arrived  at 
JLP  headquaners  and 
summoned  my  team  to 
re-oiganise.  We  waited 
*our  Turn  until  Govem- 
•^ent  called  elections 
‘'and  we  won." 
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TEXT  OF  MINISTRY  PAPER  ON  NATION’S  FOREIGN  POLICY 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  31  May  84  pp  11»  14 


[Text] 

Ministry  Paper  No:  32  entitled  •Over¬ 
View  of  international  political  affairs* 
was  tabled  in  the  House  yesterday  by  the 
lit.  Hon.  Hugh  Shearer,  Minister  of  Ex¬ 
ternal  Affairs. 

h  states:  In  the  past  year  the  international 
^community  has  seen  an  escalation  of  conflicts;  a 
■(deepening  of  the  cold  war;  an  arms  race  spiral,  and 
State'Controllcd  intematiortal  terrorism.  Regional 
^nd  international  organizations  have  been  prompt 
ifn  their  assistance  of  refugees  from  stnfe-tom 
Jeountries.  They  have  failed,  however,  to  play  an 
effective  role  in  crisis  control  and  resolution  and 
•the  defusing  of  potentially  dangerous  situations. 
The  United  Nations  Security  Council,  for  example, 
with  its  mandate  for  the  maintenance  of  interna¬ 
tional  peace  and  security,  frequently  finds  its  hands 
.tied  by  the  veto  exercised  by  a  permanent  member, 
hs  resolutions  are  often  flouted.  General  Assembly 
efforts  have  spawned  contentious  debates  and 
resulted  in  resolutions  of  limited  political  impact. 
Regional  organizations  are  similarly  plagued  by 
tnability  to  act  decisively  in  crisis  where  vital 
interests  of  influential  members  arc  involved.  The 
question  of  security,  both  ndlional  and  global,  is  of 
:f>rimary  concern  in  a  situation  where  multilateral 
;organizations  are  failing  to  act  decisively  for  epn- 
llict  resolution  and  where  their  authority  seems  to 
be  gradually  eroding. 

2.  Conflicts  particularly  in  the  Horn  of  Africa, 
Western  Sahara,  Chad  arid  Southern  Africa  contin¬ 
ue  to  defy  efforts  of  the  United  Nations,  *the 
Organization  of  African  Unity  (OAU)  and  the  Non- 
Aligned  Movement  (NAM)  to  resolve  them.  These 
conflicts  assume  added  significance  as  development 
is  retarded  while  scarce  resources  are  diverted 
towards  military  expenditures.  Of  these  conflicts 
the  most  intractable  is  the  situation  in  Southern 
Africa.  Over  the  last  eighteen  years  the  apartheid 
tegime  in  Pretoria  has  frustrated  the  legitimate 
aspirations  of  the  people  of  Namibia  for  self- 
determination  and  independence,  in  defiance  of  the 
will  of  the  international  community  and  with 


, contemptuous  disregard  of  the  resolutions  and 
decisions  of  the  International  Court  of  Justice,  thw 
VN,theOAU,andtheNAM. 

Using  a  combination  of  military,  economic  and 
political  pressure,  South  Africa  intensified  its  strate- 
.igy  of  destabilization  of  its  neighbours,  whose 
.position  was  already  made  vulnerable  by  prolonged 
drought  and  severe  food  shortages.  It  thus  achieved 
^he  signature  of  security  and  co-operation 
agreements  with  two  of  its  most  hostile  neighbours 
—Angola  and  Mozambique.  South  Africa  seems 
bent  on  ignoring  the  proposals  of  the  Contact 
'Croup,  which  were  adopted  by  the  UN  Security 
Council  Resolution  435,  for  —  Inter  alia  —  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  in  Namibia,  the  withdrawal 
t)f  South  Africa  troops  from  the  tcrritoiy  and  the 
bolding  of  free  elections  under  the  auspices  of  the 
.UN  Transitional  Assistance  Croup,  and  Namibia’s 
independence.  Its  strategy  of  circumventing  the  UN 
and  releasing  Namibia  on  its  owr\  terms  must  not 
be  allowed  to  succeed. 

3.  In  Asia,  hostilities  continue  to  flare  up 
between  China,  permanent  member  of  the  Security 
Council,  and  Vietnam  whbse  military  adventurism 
KTomplicates  an  already  difficult  situation  in  Kampu- 
«chea.  The  military  intervention  of  another  perma¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Security  Council,  the  USSR,  in 
Afghanistan  has  not  only  also  incapacitated  interna-^ 
^ional  org^anizations  for  any  meaningful  action  of 
4his  conflict.  Increased  tension  in  the  Korean 
•peninsula  and  inconclusive  efforts  for  reunification 
•of  the  two  Korcas  arc  a  further  cause  of  concern. 
These  conflicts  threaten  the  integral  security  of  the 
Asian  states  and  weaken  the  thrust  towards  the 
stren^hening  of  South-South  co-operation,  to 
whicn  many  of  these  cquntrics  arc  committed. 

4.  The  escalation  of  the  crisis  situation  in  the 
Middle  East  is  largely  a  consequence  of  the  serious 
erosion  of  power  and  influence  in  the  UN  in 
respect  of  the  discharge  of  its  primary  function  of 
maintaining  international  peace  and  security.  This 
crisis  is  perhaps  the  most  difficult  test  of  the  UN’s 
ability  to  fulfil  this  role  and  has  dramatised  the 
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limitations  and  weaknesses  of  the  UN  peace-keep¬ 
ing  aerations  and  related  peace-making  efforts. 
The  frequency  of  reson  to  force  and  the  flagrant 
disregard  of  the  UN  by  certain  countries  have 
undermined  UN  initiatives  for  peace  in  the  area. 
Too  often  is  the  Security  Council  used  as  an 
instrument  of  last  resort  and  presented  with  faits 
accomplis. 

5.  At  the  core  of  the  crisis  remains  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  question,  unresolved  despite  multilateral  efforts 
and  the  formulation  of  various  Middle  East  peace 
proposals.  The  intransigence  of  certain  of  the 
parties  concerned  and  the  territories  have  impaired 
efforts  towards  a  peaceful  solution.  Tensions  in  the 
area  hflve^  been  inade  more  acute  by  the  dangerous 
situation  in  Lebanon  and  alarming  developments  in 
the  Gulf  War.  These  issues  not  only  threaten  to 
engulf  the  entire  region,  jbut  because  of  the  intri¬ 
cate*  linkages  of  these  states  to  powers  external  to 
the  zone,  have  the  potential  for  a  widespread 
conflagration.  Efforts  for  the  reduction  of  the  crisis 
in  Lebanon  are  underway  as  are  efforts  t6  contain 
the  war  between  Iran  and  Iraq.  These  efforts  are 
latglely  taking  place  outside  the  ambit  of  the  United 
Nations. 

^  6.  Our  own  region,  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean,  also  remains  an  important  area  of 
conflict.  Unresolved  border  and  territorial  disputes, 
years  of  political,  economic  and  social  injustices  in 
a  number  of  countries  and  unprecedented  econom¬ 
ic  crisis,  ideological  conflict  and  East/West  rivalry 
•have  sown  the  seeds  of  conflict  in  our  region;  and 
'  Central  America  remains  the  principal  threat  to  our 
regional  peace  and  security.  In  the  light  of  the 
inability  of  both  the  OAS  arid  the  United  Nations 
to  respond  effectively  to  a  rapidly  deteriorating 
situation  the  peace  initiative  launched  by  the  Con- 
tadora  Group  (Colombia,  Mexico,;  Panama  and 
Venezuela)  in  1983  is  particularly  important  Al¬ 
though  the  crisis  still  remains  potentially  dangerous, 
the  Contadora  effort  has  scored  a  significant  suc¬ 
cess  in  bringing  the  Central  American  countries 
(Costa  Rica,  £1  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras  and 
Nicaragua)  to  the  negotiating  table.  The  Cancun 
Declaration  by  the  Presidents  of  the  four  Contado- 
w  countries  on  17th  July,  1983,  provides  a  sound 
basis  for  peace  in  the  area  and  resulted  in  the 
adoption  of  the  21 -point  Document  of  Objectives. 
/This  Document  was  approved  by  all  five  Central 
American  States  and  is  regarded  as  a  single  consen¬ 
sus  text.  It  recognises  that  the  Central  American 
situation  is  a  complex  one  requiring  a  global  rather 
than  a  piece-meal  solution.  It  calls  for  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  all  parties  to  a  peaceful  and  lasting 
solution  of  the  problems  of  the  area  and  it  em¬ 
phasizes  that  the  cessation  of  external  interference 
in  the  conflict  is  indispensable.  Sufficient  time  and 
firm  and  unequivocal  international  support  should 
be  given  to  the  Contadora  initiative  to  enable  the 
achievement  of  just  and  lasting  solutions  in  this 
region. 

7.  Events  in  the  Eastern  Caribbean  during  last 
October  had  regional  and  international  repercus¬ 
sions.  The  developments  in  Grenada  escalated  so 


i  rapidly  that  nothwithstanding  the  fears  which  had 
been  growing  in  th  Eastern  Caribbean  everyone  was 
taken  by  surprise.  Thc"situation  that  erupted  in 
Grenada  demanded  a  rapid  response.  The  rescue 
mission  which  was  launched  by  members  of  the 
Organization  of  Eastern  Caribbean  states  with  the 
support  of  Barbados,  United  States  of  America  and 
Jamaica,  produced  sharp  differences  of  view  within 
CARICOM  itself,  and  was  also  criticised  interna¬ 
tionally.  The  circumstances  were  unfortunate,  but 
It  is  clear  that  the  mission  was  welcomed  by  the 
people  of  Grenada  who  are  now  in  the  process  of 
restoring  normality  in  their  country.  The  matter 
was  debated  in  great  detail  at  the  Commonwealth 
Heads  of  Government  Conference  in  Delhi  last 
November,  and  in  their  Communique,  the  Heads 
Government  agreed  that  the  emphasis  shou*ld  be 
placed  on  reconstmetion,  not  recrimination  and 
they  confirmed  their  readiness  to  give  sympathetic 
consideration  to  requests  for  assistance  from  Gre¬ 
nada. 

8.  Jamaica  will  continue  to  provide  within  its 
means  whatever  assistance  is  required  by  Grenada 
as  it  strives  to  rebuild  its  economy  and  the  demo- 
cratic  processes  that  its  people  aspire  to  in  common 
with  their  CARICOM  brothers. 

_  9.  Despite  the  differences  and  tensions,  there 
have  been  positive  developments  in  our  region. 
Democracy  in  Latin  America  was  strengthened  by 
the  December  1983  installation  of  a  democratically 
elected  government  in  Aigentina.  Ecuador  will 
soon  swear  in  its  second  democratically  elected 
President  since  its  return  to  democracy  in  1979. 
Presidential  elections  were  also  recently  held  in 
Panama  and  El  Salvador,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  Nicaraguan  Government  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  holding  of  elections  later  this  year. 
Another  positive  trend  is  the  collaboration  among 
countries  of  our  region  for  the  resolution  of 

SELA  ^*d 

10.  Nonetheless,  the  success  of  such  efforts 
regionally  and  globally  assumes  an  international 
climate  in  which  massive  resources  are  not  diverted 
to  the  arms  trade.  The  prevailing  climate  is  one 
which  has  seen  a  growth  in  Third  World  military 
expenditure,  the  pace  of  which  is  proportionately 
faster  than  that  of  the  industrialized  North.  A 
masrive  increase  in  military  expenditure  by  the 
NATO  countries  is  regarded  as  an  appropriate 
response  to  Soviet  bloc  capabilities.  The  work  of 
the  UN  Committee  on  Disarmament  makes  pro-, 
gress  only  on  those  issues  which  are  not  central  to 
East/West  defence  strate^cs  and  even  this  is  slow. 
The  START  negotiations  have  broken  down  and 
those  concerning  Euro-missiles  have  shown  no  real 
progress,  the  fate  of  these  bi-polar  negotiations 
reflecting  a  retreat  from  detente.  The  confrontatio¬ 
nal  nature  of  East- West  relations  has  generated  a 
resuigence  of  the  arms  race,  thereby  contributing 
to  the  deepening  of  the  international  economic 
ensis  and  to  the  gravity  of  many  conflicts. 

11.  It  is  in  such  a  context  that  the  Non-Aligned 
Movement,  as  originally  conceived,  can  play  a 
positive  role  acting  as  an  independent  force  in 
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international  relations.  Yet  the  NAM’s  unity  and. 
cohesion  has  itself  been  threatened  by  increased 
external  pressures  and  by  strife  and  conflicts  among 
some  of  its  members.  Against  this  background,  the 
successful  staging  of  the  7th  summit  Conference  in 
Delhi  last  year  was  a  significant  achievement, 
though  deep  divisions  on  concern  contentious 
issues  remain.  There  is  hope  that  under  India’s 
chairmanship  the  NAM*  will  maintain  the  trend 
towards  relative  independence  vU*a-vit  the  super¬ 
powers  so  as  not  to  be  diverted  from  its  original 
principles  and  objectives  and  thus  be  able  to 
I  contribute  to  a  reduction  of  international  tensions. 


12.Jamaica  is  aware  that 
the  strength  of  our  inter¬ 
national  and  regional  or¬ 
ganizations  is  largely 
dependent  on  the  politi¬ 
cal  will,  commitment 
and  support  of  their 
members.  We  consider  it 
urgent  that  Member 
States  review  these  orga¬ 
nizations,  and  particular¬ 
ly  the  United  Nations,  in 
light  of  their  decreasing 
ability  to  influence  the 
resolution  of  conflicts. 
We  are  concerned  that 
the  United  Nations 
^should  be  strengthened 
for  the  performance  of 
its  primary  role,  which  is 
the  maintenance  of  in¬ 
ternational  peace  and  se¬ 
curity.  Mechanisms  for 
the  peaceful  settlement 
of  disputes  must  be  im- 
proved.  The  United  Na¬ 
tions  a^nd,  in  particular, 
the  security  Council, 
must  examine  the  func¬ 
tioning  of  peacekeeping 
operations  to  ensure 
their  effectiveness, 

13,  Our  fundamental 
positions  on  internation¬ 
al  issues  such  as  the 
Middle  East,  Southern 
Africa,  the  Central 
American  fcrjsis,  respect 
for  human  rights  and  the 
principles  of  the  United 
Nations  Charter,  remain 
unchanged. 

14.  Despite  our  un¬ 
derstanding  of  ihe  situa¬ 
tion  which  led  the 
Governments  of  Angola 
and  Mozambique  to 


reach  agreement  with 
South  Africa,  we  wilt 
continue  (Our  support  of 
United  Nations  resolu¬ 
tions  and  actions  for  the 
eradication  of  the  apart¬ 
heid  regime.  We  remain 
fully  committed  to  the 
independence  of  Nami¬ 
bia  and  reject  the  view 
that  this  ^ust  be  condi¬ 
tional  on  the  withdrawal 
of  Cuban  troops  from 
Angola. 

15.  With  regard  to 
the  Middle  East,  Jamai¬ 
ca  believes  that  given  the 
complex  and  deep- 
cooted  nature  of  the  is¬ 
sues  involved,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  remains  the 
best  forum  for  negotiat¬ 
ing  an  equitable  land 

lasting  solution  to ;  ^ 
conflict.  We  view  ivith 
deep  regret  and  concern 
the  current  escalation  of 
hostilities  between  Iran 
and  Iraq.  Jamaica  would 
urge  both  countries  to 
speedily  end  their  hosti¬ 
lities  and  seek  a  nego¬ 
tiated  settlement  of  this 
dispute.  We  would  also 
appeal  to  them  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  international 
rules  and  conventions 
leurding  the  protection 
of  civilian  populatio*ns, 
the  treatment  of  prison¬ 
ers  and  prohibiting  the 
use  of  asphxiatihg,  poi-, 
sonous  or  other  gases  as* 
well  as  of  bacteriological 
methods  of  warfare, 

16.  The  crisis  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  we  believe, 


can  best  be  resolved  on 
the  basis  of  the  peace 
initiative  of  the  Conta- 
dora  Croup.  Jamaica 
supports  the  framework 
established  in  the  C,an- 
cun  Declaration  as  well 
as  the  subsequently 
adopted  21 -point  Docu¬ 
ment  of  Objectives, 

17.  We  are  concerned 
that  the  increasing  ten¬ 
sion  between  the  super- 
powefs  has  made  con¬ 
flicts  among  smaller 
states  more  likely  and 
more  frequent.  We 
would  u^e  a  return  to 
the  principles  of  detente. 
Jamaica  firmly  supports 
the  recent  Joint  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Argentina, 
Greece,  India,  Mexico, 
Sweden  and  Tanzania 
for  a  reversal  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race;  for 
detente  and  internation¬ 
al  co-operation.  We  be¬ 
lieve  tnat  both  super¬ 
powers  should  immedi¬ 
ately  resume  negotia¬ 
tions  for  a  reduction  of 
nuclear  weapons  and 
that  such  reduction 
should  be  monitored  by 
an  effective  system  .of 
verification. 

18.  In  the  NAM,  Ja- 
j  maica  will  continue  to 
;  work  for  the  return  of 
'  the  Movement  to  its 

original  principles.  We 
.believe  that  under  Indi¬ 
a’s  leadership,  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  this  objective 
will  be  facilitated. 

19.  At  the  bilateral 
level  we  shall  continue 
to  foster  closer  relations 
for  the  strengthening  of 
democracy  in  our  region 

,and  for  the  mutual  ad¬ 
vantage  of  our  peoples. 
Our  relations  with  other 
countries  will  continue 
to  be  guided  by  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  friendly  rela¬ 
tions  among  states,  our 
policy  for  strengthening 
cooperation  with  other 
developing  countries  and 
for  deepening  existing 
friendly  relations. 
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:;"briefs 

JLP-PNP  TALKS  Kingston,  Thurs.,  (CANA) — Prime  Minister  Edward  Seaga  has  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  general  secretaries  Of  his  ruling  Jamaica  Labour  Party  (JLP) 
and  the  Opposition  People's  National  Party  (PNP)  resume  inter-party  discus¬ 
sions  next  Tuesday  on  curbing  political  violence.  The  talks  between  the  JLP’s 
Bruce  Golding  and  the  PNP’s  Dr  Paul  Robertson  would  finalise  proposals  which 
could  form  the  basis  of  an  early  meeting  between  the  top  leadership  between 
both  parties.  PNP  leader  Michael  Manley  last  week  wrote  to  Seaga  calling  for 
an  urgent  resumption  of  the  talks,  which  he  said  had  been  broken  off  last 
December's  general  elections,  boycotted  by  the  PNP.  Manley's  call  for  a 
return  to  the  discussions  followed  recent  violence  in  Western  Kingston  between 
^P  elements,  which  he  said  was  a  reminder  that  the  kind  of  inter-party  vio¬ 
lence  that  characterised  the  country  during  election  year  1980  could  return  to 
Jamaica,  Seaga  responding  to  Manley  said  that  contrary  to  the  impression  that 
had  been  treated,  the  talks  which  had  started  in  January  1983  had  not  been  dis¬ 
continued,  and  that  both  Golding  and  Robertson  had  been  in  contact.  As  rocent- 
ly  as  May  3  the  JLP,  had  expressed  its  desire  to  continue  the  dialogue,  Seaga 
said.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain  TRINlDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  25  May  84  p‘5] 
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PRI  ELECTORAL  DISTRICT  ASSEMBLIES  TAKE  UP  REFORM  ISSUES 
Monterrey  EL  NORTE  In  Spanish  21  May  8A  p  18-A 

[Text]  Mexico  City,  20  May — The  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party  should 
publicly  expel  members  of  the  political  body  who  engage  in  dishonest 
and  corrupt  acts. 

It  also  needs  to  modify  its  basic  Instruments  with  a  view  to  adapting  them 
to  the  realities  of  the  country  and  it  has  to  root  out  the  appointment  of 
candidates  "from  the  center"  of  the  nation. 

In  addition  the  PRI  should  tmdergo  structural  reforms  because  "it  has  lagged 
behind  the  demands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country." 

It  should  end  the  ill-fated  practice  of  cronyism  and  favoritism  "so  that 
the  candidates  will  be  representatives  of  the  community  rather  than  dis¬ 
credited  politicians  and  will  become  more  aggressive  in  waving  the  banners 
of  housing  for  the  people,  the  struggle  against  shortages,  the  fight  against 
inflation  and  others." 

These  were  the  main  points  that  hundreds  of  PRI  members  took  up  in  the 
assemblies  held  in  the  300  electoral  districts  into  which  the  country  is 
divided.  Preparatory  meetings  were  held  there  for  the  12th  National 
Assembly. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  demands,  others  that  were  made  include 
the  following: 

Changes  in  the  program  of  action,  some  of  whose  sections  are  confusing,  so 
that  popular  demands  will  become  the  fundamental  platform  of  the  party. 

More  participation  by  women  in  political  work.  There  was  a  difference  of 
opinions  on  the  elimination  of  ANFER  [National  Women's  Revolutionary  Group] , 
since  in  some  states  this  organization  was  defended  and  in  others,  women 
were  asked  to  participate  in  the  party's  work  through  the  three  factions 
that  comprise  the  party. 

Genuine  preelectoral  assemblies,  without  prior  approval  of  recommendations 
or  candidates.  Boards  in  which  the  community  decides  who  will  be  their 
candidates  for  popularly  elected  posts. 
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No  to  the  proposal  to  change  the  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party’s  name. 
"The  political  transformation  of  the  country  Is  not  achieved  by  altering 
the  facade  of  the  party,"  said  Molses  Jimenez  Correa  in  Vlllahermosa, 
Tabasco. 

Strict  extension  of  the  statutes  so  that  the  party  will  not  remain  silent 
in  cases  of  corruption  among  its  members. 

When  this  happens,  the  PRI,  Irrespective  of  criminal  action  that  may  be 
taken,  should  publicly  expel  the  undesirable  elements. 

Address  the  concerns  of  35  million  Mexicans  under  15  years  of  age,  bearing 
in  mind  that  the  future  of  the  country  is  in  their  hands.  That  is  to  say, 
provide  greater  Incentives  for  political  work  among  young  people's  groups. 

The  PRI  meetings  were  held  in  the  Federal  District  and  throughout  the 
country,  and  they  were  attended  by  previously-designated  federal  officials, 
state  and  municipal  officials,  party  leaders  from  all  levels  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  three  factions  of  the  party. 

The  common  denominator  of  the  assemblies  in  the  300  electoral  districts  was 
the  participation  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  party,  who  freely  expressed 
their  points  Of  view.  They  often  vigorously  criticized  the  systems  followed 
by  the  party,  which  they  accused  of  being  behind  the  times,  full  of  vices 
and  recently,  in  the  hands  of  a  fevr  politicians  who  have  used  it  to  satisfy 
their  personal  ambitions  for  power. 
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CHURCH  STUDY:  'WORRISOME*  NUMBER  OF  NICARAGUAN  IMMIGRANTS 

Mexico  City  EXCELSIOR  In  Spanish  13  May  84  pp  5-A,  6-A 

[Text]  In  an  extensive  analysis  of  the  Central  American  refugees  arriving 
in  Mexico,  the  Mexican  Episcopate  states  that  there  are  about  200,000 
refugees  here  who  are  in  a  permanent  state  of  crisis,  to  many  of  whom  no 
one  Is  extending  a  helping  hand.  The  report  indicates  that  the  "number 
of  Nicaraguans  who  continuously  infiltrate  Into  our  country  is  beginning 
to  be  worrisome." 

A  document  released  by  the  Center  of  Research  and  Social  Improvement  also 
states  that  the  Mexican  Episcopate  observers  have  seen  "up  to  20  refugees 
living  in  a  12  square  meter  room  in  a  state  of  absolute  poverty,  indiscri¬ 
minately  mingled." 

It  said  that  they  are  unemployed,  victims  of  worker  exploitation,  and 
Increasing  numbers  of  young  women  arrive  alone  in  the  country,  with 
absolutely  no  protection,  which  compels  them  to  accept  any  job,  even 
prostitution,  in  order  to  survive. 

The  document  states  that  a  serious  problem  of  those  seeking  asylum  in 
Mexico  Is  that  "legally  there  are  no  political  refugees  since  our  country 
has  not  signed  the  1951  Convention  nor  the  1967  Protocol  on  this  matter" 
and  that  the  clergy  observers  have  previously  noted  this. 

They  add  that  frequently  there  are  cases  of  persons  who  are  subjected  to 
exploitation,  extortion  and  beatings  because  they  do  not  have  their  papers 
in  order. 

It  says  that  only  slightly  more  than  40,000  Guatemalan  refugees  resettled 
in  the  Campeche  area  receive  help  from  the  Mexican  Government  and  people 
through  the  office  of  the  UN  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees.  The  others 
live  in  fear  of  being  arrested. 

It  states  that  the  members  of  this  latter  group  are  exploited  on  coffee 
plantations  or  live  in  the  brink  of  destitution  in  cities  where  they 
cannot  find  work  which  will  allow  them  to  live  decently. 
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It  says  that  at  present  it  is  difficult  to  decide  if  the  person  is  an 
economic  or  a  political  immigrant  and  that  the  Interior  Ministry  ''  ' 
authorities  usually  classify  persons  located  in  Chiapas  without  papers 
as  ^political  and  those  located  elsewhere  in  the  country  as  economic 
immigrants  and  frequently  deports  them. 

The  analysis  reports  that  the  number  of  Salvadorans  is  estimated  at 

between  80,000  and  110,000  and  that  they  are  in  Mexico  City,  Guadalaiara 
and  Monterrey. 
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COMAR  REPORT:  ETHNIC  BREAKDOWN  OF  GUATEMALAN  REFUGEES 
Mexico  City  EXCELSIOR  in  Spanish  20  May  84  pp  19-A,  36-A 
[Article  by  Rogelio  Hernandez] 

[Text]  Of  all  the  Guatemalans  vho  may  be  relocated  from  Chiapas  to  other 
parts  of  the  country,  only  13  out  of  every  100  are  mestizos,  while  the  rest 
belong  to  at  least  7  culturally  distinct  ethnic  groups.  This,  according  to 
the  Mexican  Commission  on  Refugee  Assistance,  the  corresponding  UN  commission 
and  the  Human  Rights  Commission  of  Guatemala,  constitutes  an  additional 
concern  that  another  type  of  crisis  not  be  provoked  among  them  because  of 
cultural  disintegration. 

The  most  recent  report  by  COIIAR  [Mexican  Commission  on  Refugee  Assistance] , 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  officials  of  the  Secretariat  of  the  Interior, 
exhaustively  lists  the  number  of  refugees  in  the  6  municipalities  and  86 
camps,  as  well  as  their  region  of  origin  in  the  neighboring  country.  It 
also  stresses  their  fundamentally  peasant  and  indigenous  idiosyncrasies. 

A  census  was  taken  of  the  groups,  with  their  different  languages,  customs 
and  economic  habits,  by  COMAR  specialists,  as  follows: 

Kanjobals,  50.29  percent;  Mams,  18.18  percent;  Kekchls,  6.57  percent; 
Kalchlkels,  0.53  percent;  Chujs,  5.21  percent;  Quiches,  3.34  percent; 
Jacaltecos,  2.04  percent;  and  mestizos,  13.8  percent. 

Of  all  of  them,  less  than  half  speak  Spanish,  and  very  poorly.  However, 
the  number  who  speak  only  their  own  language  or  dialect  exceeds  15,000  people. 

The  COMAR  experts  who  conducted  the  studies  of  the  refugees  also  presented  a 
map  showing  that  the  absolute  majority  of  the  Guatemalans  residing  in  camps 
in  Mexico  come  from  the  highlands  of  Guatemala,  more  specifically  the  rural 
areas  of  Peten,  Huehuetenango ,  Klche  and  Alta  Verapaz. 

Another  piece  of  information  that  the  COMAR  officials  Included  in  their 
report  was  that  the  refugees’  settlement  in  camps  allowed  them  to  preserve 
to  a  great  extent,  their  natural  and  cultural  patt{».rns  of  behavior.  This  is 
because  they  were  placed  in  areas  with  basically  the  same  kind  of  climate 
flora  and  were  together  with  people  from  the  same  ethnic  groups. 

Consequently,  one  of  the  concerns  is  to  avoid  the  disintegration  of  the  groups 
and  to  discourage  any  decline  in  or  loss  of  their  way  of  life  or  their 
culture. 
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NAFINSA  OFFICIAL:  CAPITAL  GOODS  INDUSTRY  IN  NEED  OF  CREDITS 
Monterrey  EL  NORTE  in  Spanish  19  Hay  84  p  1-B 
[Article  by  Franciso  Duran] 


[Text]  Ernesto  Marcos,  assistant  director  of  NAFINSA  [National  Finance 
Bank,  Inc] ,  said  yesterday  that  financing  is  one  of  the  main  problems  of 
the  capital  goods  industry  in  Mexico. 

During  this  crisis  period  new  mechanisms  have  been  designed  which  are  being 
used  to  meet  those  credit  requirements.” 

In  a  conference  organized  by  the  Chamber  of  Industry  and  Transformation  and 
the  Higher  School  of  Economics  of  the  UANL  [Autonomous  University  of  Nuevo 
Leon],  held  in  the  Industrial  Club,  Marcos  spoke  to  a  group  of  businessmen 
and  economists  on  "Financing  for  Industry,  Capital  Goods  and  Their  Outlook." 

He  noted  that  the  crisis  has  shovm  us  that  we  have  the  installed  capacity 
to  produce  many  things. 

As  an  example  he  said  that  PEMEX,  in  1981-82,  Imported  70  percent  of  its 
equipment  and  produced  the  other  30  percent. 

Now  a  policy  will  be  applied  in  order  to  attempt  to  Import  as  little  as 
possible  and  to  produce  as  much  as  possible  Inside  the  country,  thus  avoiding 
the  foreign  exchange  drain. 

He  asserted  that  a  responsible,  integral  vision  of  the  capital  goods 

Industry  requires  an  examination  of  its  position  in  the  Mexican  economy  as 
a  whole. 

This  is  because  the  examination  of  this  industry  cannot  be  limited,  he  said, 
to  the  assumption  that  this  is  just  one  more  sector  of  the  economy,  since 
it  affects  practically  the  entire  economic  performance  of  the  country. 

"Second,"  he  added,  "it  is  necessary  to  review  some  of  the  characteristics 
peculiar  to  this  industry,  which  give  rise  to  the  need  for  more  in-depth 
knowledge  about  it." 
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*'From  the  union  of  the  general  perspective  with  the  specific,"  he  said, 
"there  emerge  new  ways  of  thinking  that  arc  developing  in  the  country  and 
that,  at  the  same  time,  arc  necessary  to  understand  the  magnitude  of  the 
challenge,  but  also  of  the  promise  of  this  Industry." 

He  stated  that  the  capital  goods  industry  is  related  to  the  evolution  of 
general  economic  activity,  especially  through  the  demand  for  Investment, 
which  in  turn  has  an  impact  on  the  balance  of  payments,  levels  of  employment 
and  the  use  of  various  technologies. 

Marcos  added  that  the  effect  of  this  industry  on  the  economy  is  enormous, 
in  both  the  short  and  .long  term. 

Illustrating  his  point  with  dates  and  figures  on  investment,  he  stated  that 
the  current  crisis  demonstrates  very  clearly  the  Interaction  between  the 
short  and  long  term. 

In  regard  to  the  balance  of  payments,  he  said  that,  owing  to  the  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  productive  and  technological  capacity,  the  Increase  in  the  demand 
for  capital  goods  is  met  to  a  great  extent  through  imports,  which  reached 
40  percent  of  the  domestic  demand  for  capital  goods  in  1980  (at  that  year’s 
prices) . 

He  added  that  this  industry's  exports  accoxmt  for  only  4  percent  of  gross 
production,  all  of  which  generates  a  trade  Imbalance  that  affects  the 
balance  of  payments  negatively.  This  situation  is  even  worse  than  in 
periods  of  expansion. 

He  stated  that  one  of  the  shortcomings  that  can  still  be  seen  in  the  capital 
goods  industry  lies  in  the  capacity  to  manufacture  products  of  vital 
Importance,  such  as  steam  and  gas  turbines,  generators,  metallurgical  and 
mining  equipment,  textile  equipment,  equipment  for  paper  production,  large 
diesel  engines  and  machinery  for  the  food  industries,  among  others. 

He  pointed  out  that,  at  present,  installations  capable  of  producing  much  of 
the  aforementioned  equipment  is  in  existence,  but  that  deficiencies  in 
technological  knowledge  still  persist. 

"Some  of  that  equipment  could  be  produced  with  the  proper  negotiations  to 
acquire  the  necessary  technologies,  but  a  great  effort  is  needed  in  national 
technological  development  in  order  to  assimilate  those  technologies,"  he 
asserted. 
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^  BRIEFS 

CONTRACT  FOR  XEROX  CIRCUITS— Industries  Xerograficas,  S-aJ  de  C.V.  and 
Standard  Electric  of  Mexico,  S. A.  de‘ C.V.  [SEMSA]  ,' an  affiliate  of  the 
Indetel  Group,  recently  signed  a  significant  industrial  contract.  The 
contract  is  to  supply  printed  circuits  with  the  most  advanced  technology 
to  Xerox,  the  leading  manufacturer  in  our  country  of  photocopy  machines. 

The  printed  circuits  will  be  manufactured  in  Tultitlan,  Mexico  State,  by 
SEMSA,  a  Mexican  enterprise  and  the  main  supplier  of  these  products  in 
the  country.  The  contract  will  also  allow  the  two  enterprises  to  join 
forces  to  meet  government  requirements  for  national  integration  and  the 
replacement  of  imports.  This  will  be  done  through  a  4  year  program 
which  involves  important  export  commitments.  The  SEMSA  factory  installa¬ 
tions  produce  the  most  advanced  printed  circuits  and  equipment  for  the 
professional  electronic  industry,  and  this  assures  that  the  standard  of 
quality,  technological  support  and  deliveries  \diich  Xerox  requires  for 
this  important  project  will  be  met.  Without  a  doubt  this  agreement  is 
evidence  of  the  confidence  already  existing  in  industrial  circles  as  to 
the  possibility  of  developing  the  country  and  will  contribute  significantly 
to  the  creation  of  jobs.  The  contract  was  signed  by  Artuyo  Stieglitz, 
general  director  of  Industrlas  Xerogrjaficas,  S.A.  de  C.V.  and  Jose  Maria 
Fernandez  Prietd,  director  general  of  the  indetel  Group.  ‘[Text]  [Mexico 
City  EXCELSIOR  in  Spanish  14  May  84  p  8]  9204 


CANACINTRA:  JALISCO  INDUSTRIAL  INACTIVITY— Guadalaj ara ,  Jalisco,  20  May- 
Owing  to  a  shrinking  market,  25  percent  of  installed  industrial  capacity 
is  idle,  according  to  the  prasideht  of  CANACINTRA  [National  Association  of 
the  Processing  Industry]  of  Jalisco,  Jorge  Arturo  Tores.  He  noted  that  in 
the  first  6  months  of  this  year  there  has  not  been  a  recovery  in  production 
and  sales  as  was  desired.  He  added  that  there  is  still  hope  for  a  better 
situation  during  the  rest  of  1984.  Industries,  he  pointed  out,  had  reduced 
earnings;  in  order  to  survive  last  year,  some  companies  made  no  profits. 
However,  they  hope  to  make  a  profit  this  fiscal  year.  Nevertheless,  if  the 
industries  of  Jalisco  manage  to  survive  this  year  with  the  smaller  market, 
it  will  be  possible  to  establish  a  strong  foundation  for  1985.  [By  Eduardo 
Chimely]  [Text]  [Mexico  City  EXCELSIOR  in  Spanish  21  May  84  p  9-D]  12351 
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OPPOSITION  LEADER  MOORE  EYES  ELECTION  PROSPECTS 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  SUN  in  English  6  May  84  p  11 

[Interview  with  Lee  Moore,  Labour  Party  and  opposition  leader,  l>y  North  American 
editor  Tony  Best,  in  Basseterre;  date  not  specified] 

[Text]  A  short  and  somewhat  diminutive  person,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  and  a  former  premier  of  St. 

Kltts-Nevls,  Mr  Lee  Moore,  Is  a  firebrand  type  of  poli¬ 
tician. 

One  of  the  best-known  lawyers  In  St.  Kitts,  Mr  Moore, 
says  he  has  a  clear  vision  for  his  small  state,  one  that 
Is  based  on  the  traditions  of  his  party  dating  back  to 
the  heyday  of  the  late  national  hero  of  St.  Kitts,  Mr 
Robert  Bradshaw. 

With  an  election  just  around  the  corner,  Mr  Moore  and  his 
Labour  Party  candidates  and  supporters,  say  they  smell 
victory. 

But  what  are  his  chances  of  becoming  the  next  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  of  St.  Kltts-Nevls? 

What  would  he  do  with  Nevis  If  his  party  takes  over? 

How  would  he  solve  some  of  the  problems  facing  the 
country? 

Nhat  would  be  the  Issues  in  an  election  campaign? 

Mr  Moore  answered  those  and  many  more  questions  during  an 
Interview  which  our  North  American  editor,  Tony  Best* 
had  with  him  In  the  labour  Party’s  headquarters  In 
Basseterre  on  a  recent  Sunday  morning. 

Nhat  follows  Is  an  edited  version  of  that  interview. 
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Q:  Travelling  around 
St.  Kitte,  one  gets  a 
feeling  that  a  general 
election  is  )ust  around  the 
comer.  How  prepared  is 
yottl'  pnrty  to  fight  an 
election? 

A:  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  observation  tha^t 
elections  are  just  around 
the  comer.  The  first  index 
is  this.  The  constitution 
provides  for  a  five-year 
term  and  four  years  have 
gone.  We  are  into  the  last 
year  and  therefoie  no 
matter  how  you  stretch 
it,  elections  are  imminent. 
Various  dates  have  b^en 
suggested,  but,  as  you 
know,  that  is  a  matter  ; 
which  resides  in  the  ; 
breast  of  the  prime  i 
minister.  I  believe 
everyone  in  St.  Kitts 
accepts  that  the  elections  > 
are  going  to  be  held  very 
shoruy. 

As  to  the  preparedness 
of  myself  and  the  Labour 
Party,  I  think  we  are  as  j 
prepared  as  we  ever  will 
be.  We  have  most  thin^ 
in  place  and  if  they  should 
can  the  elections  any  time 
now  we  are  ready.  Our 
pahdidates  are  there  and 
our  programmes  have  * 
been  worked  out. 

In  fact,  you  might  say 
that  we  are  into  the 
election  campaign.  For 
several  weeks  now, 

foliticians  on  both  sides 
eve  been  doing  can¬ 
vassing  both  individually  : 
and  house  to  house.  I 


Q:  SpeaUng  vrldi  aoma  ol 
ywr  candttdatea  and  topportert 
1  cama  away  wMh  a  fMimg  that 
you  ata  caifldaat  of  victory, 
jkow  comat 

At  Our  optimism  is  based 
upoti  a  number  of  things.  First 
of  all,  it  is  based  upon  the 
disillusionment  which  the 
government  has  spread 
throu^out  this  land.  The 
disillusionment  has  affected 
^ery  levelof  society . 

Secondly .  our  optimism  is 
based  on  the  re-organisation 
within  the  Labour  Party.  This 
period  in  the  opposition  has 
given  us  a  great  opportunity  to 


look  at  ourselves  and  to  take  a 
fresh  view  of  our  beginnings 
and  also  where  we  are  heading. 

A  third  factor  is  the  hard 
work  which  we  have  done  in 
terms  of  political  education. 
These  are  reflected  in  the  public 
meetings,  the  party  newspaper, 
the  Labour  spokesman,  and  in  ' 
the  meetings  we  have  celled  in 
the  yard  of  our  party 
headquarters  to  inform  our 
people  about  the  issuee  facing  - 
St.  Kitts. 

The  only  way  that  the 
People's  Action  Movement  can  ; 
beat  us  is  if  they  cheat.  ! 

Q:  Do  you  have  any  evldenco . ; 
to  Indicate  that  the  PAM 
government  would  try  tp  cheat?  i 

A:  During  the  period  of  the 
PAM  government,  we  have  seen  ; 
many  indications  diet  they  ; 
Intend  to  subvert  the  electoral  i 
system.  For  example,  last 
November  %^en  they  came  to 
parliament  with  |he  npw 
electoral  bill  it  was  to  provide 
that  every'  Citizen  of  St.  Kitts 
and  Navis,  wherever  he  was 
born  and  wherever  resident  at 
the  time,  and  by  whatever 
means  he  obtained  that 
citizenship,  was  to  baaltyible  to 
vpte  in  elections  in  St.  Kitt^* 
Nevis. 

When  you  bear  in  mind  that 
part  of  the  plan,  whidi  later 
materialised,  was  to  sell  the 
citizenship  of  this  country,  then 
you  would  understand  how  they 
intended  to  subvert  the  syrtem. 

Q:  lan*t  that  eDegatfon  a  bit 
too  strongf  How  do  you  moan, 
**m11  the  dtiiieiiihip**  of  die 
county? 

A:  When  I  say  -'io  sell  the 
citizenship*'  of  this  oouhtty.that 
is  not  a  ioke.  It  is  tiiere  in 
section  (3),  sub-section  (5)  Of  the 
present  citizenship  law  which 
was  passed  earlier  this  year.  > 
That  section  provides  that  any 

arson  may  apply  in  v.Titing  to  I 

e  made  a  citizen  and  on 
payment  of  the  prescribe  fee, 
if  the  cabinet  is  satisfied  that  he 
has  a  substantial  investment  b 
the  country,  then  the  minister 
can  make  him  a  citizen.  Well 
that  is  dtizeuship  by  ptirdiase, 
isn't  it? 

It  is  clear  that  all  of  those 
trips  the  prime  minister  has 
been  making'  to  Taiwan,  Hong 
Kong  and  the  Far  East  in 
general  was  to  flog  the 
citizenship  of  this  country.  He 
wanted  to  get  money  for  his 
hare-brained  schemas  end  to 
use  those  people  when  they 
become  citizens  to  outvote  the 
people  in  St.  Kitts  and  ^^vls. 

Q:  What  win  be  the  main 
eleraon  Issues? 

A:  The  first  is  the  spiralling 


level  of  unemployment  in  the 
country.  1  mean  to  say  that 
unemployment  is  a  chronic 
robiem  hi  the  Caribbean  but  it 
as  reached  acute  proportions 
in  St.  Kitts.  Hardly  any  new  jobs 
have  been  created  since  1960. 

In  addition,  the  sugar  industry  ; 
has  contracted  significantly. 
Where  we  left  it  producing  i 
40  000  toils  of  sugar,  last  year  it  • 
produced  27  000  tons.  | 

Business  too  Is  very  bad  and 
therefore  firms  are  not  taking  ! 
on  people.  Some  of  them  are 
even  thinking  of  cutting  back  on 
the  number  of  their  employees. 

There  was  a  factory  here 
which  at  one  stage  was  em- 
pl  oy  ing  500  persons.  One 
morning  the  workers  went  to 
work  and  their  Jobs  were  not 
there  any  more,  m  the  words  of 
the  prime  minister,  the  factory 
had  slipped  out.  Then  a  shoe 
factory  went  into  bankruptcy  i 
and  200  jobs  were  lost .  i 

Next  issue,  is  the  plague  of 
victimisation,  people  who  have 
been  put  out  of  work  by  this 
government.  It  ranges  from  a  : 
governor  to  a  gardener.  \ 
superintendents  of  puiice  and  i 
street  cleaners.  Nobody  has  ! 
been  exempted  from  vie-  | 
timisation. 

A  third  area  of  contention  is  | 
the  ste^  increases  in  the  cost  of  1 
living.  'The  governmmit  has  put  j 
up  the  tariffs  on  electricity  by  | 
about  300  percent.  In  the 
Basseterre  area,  udiere 
property  taxes  haVe  been  on  ell 
the  time,  the  government  has 
increased  those  by  1  000 
percent.  lust  walk  down  the 
street  ana  ask  a  man  how  much 
he  used  to  pay  and  he  would  tell 
'you  $60  and  now  he^le  paying 
$600.  All  the  government 

to  add  a  nought  to  ’ 
vdiatever  people  used  to  pay. 

'  And  so  the  government  is 
responsible  for  the  tremendous 
increase  in  the  cost  of  hvlng,  ; 
Quite  apart  from  the  Inflation 
from  overseas. 

What  is  interesting  is  that 
while  the  cost  of  living  has 
increased,  wages  have  remained 
virtually  stagnant, 

D:  fai  your  party*s  newMieper 
and  on  the  political  nlatform. 
yotf  party  le  raliliit  ttie  iMue  of 
public  mora^,  corruption  In 
govetuflient.  *lbopflmo  minister 
says  the  chargee  aro  mere 
pdutiod  p^agtt^.  Where  ie  ' 

t^  evidence  to  eupport  your 
allegatiottet 

A:  All  right.  I  will  offer 
evidence.  Look  out  in  the 
harbour  and  you  will  eee  a  boat, 
a  steel  hull  boat  given  to  us  by 
the  British  government  after  the 
CIhrieliaa  went  down.  It  got 
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knocked  about  in  tlie  storms  and  it  clown  in  Barbados  for  repairs.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  stopped  the  repairs,  brought  it  back  up  hero  and  decided  that  i t  was 
unsc^awor t hy .  A  minister  of  govc'rnment  then  took  a  piece  of  scrap  paper,  no 
tender,  no  advertisement  or  anything  and  instructed  that  the  boat  be  sold  to 
a  party  activist  for  $10  000*  TIu'  boat  is  still  out  t  lie  re  and  since  then  It 
has  gone  as  far  afield  as  Puerto  Rico. 

Another  point  of  contention  is  the  boat  wliicli  tlie  government  replaced  it  with. 
The  government  took  US$A00  000  out  of  the  Treasury  reportedly  to  buy  that  boat 
It  came  here  in  December,  1980,  and  we  subsequently  got  a  newspaper  article 
which  stated  that  the  boat  was  a  gift  to  the  people  of  this  country.  We  have 
been  asking  ever  since,  if  the  boat  was  a  gift  to  the  country,  what  happened 
to  the  US$400  000? 


When  I  tried  to  raise  the  issue  in  parliament  through  a  no-confidence  motion 
against  the  government,  the  government  took  out  a  writ  against  two  of  my 
colleagues  and  brought  it  into  the  House  of  Assembly.  As  I  rose  to  speak, 
the  leader  of  the  House  showed  me  the  writ  telling  me  the  matter  was  now  be¬ 
fore  the  court  so  I  couldn’t  speak  about  it. 


Next  Is  the  Public  Works  truck.  A  message  was  sent  by  the  government  to  the 
Public  Works  Instructing  that  a  party  activist  be  sold  the  truck  for  $2  000. 
It  was  a  big  public  works  truck  and  the  thing  was  that  the  department  was 
using  the  vehicle  up  to  the  point  at  which  it  was  sold. 


^  Wkat  it  yottr  ptrt/t 

A:  We  will  not  bring  about 
any  .oonstitutional  chanfa  to 
dieadvantaga  Navit.  If  the 
naopla  of  Navia  want  autonomy 
fiiay  wiUbava  autonomy .  that  it 
araat:  hooray  for  the  people  of 
Navit .  The  constitutional 
diange  will  ba  to  give  equal 
autonomy  to  the  people  of 
St.KItts. 

Kittitiant  need  a  ledslatura. 
a  government  and  Institutiont  of 
their  own.  Iben  if  after  that,  we 
need  a  federal  arrangement  to 
bind  the  two  together,  than  ao 
ba  it.  For  the  time  being  the 
amphaMs  and  the  prlorttv  mutt 
ba  to  gat  inatltutions  for  the 
people  of  St.  Kitts. 


PRIOUTIES 


Q:  l^fs  assume  your  party  | 
udas  the  next  alacfian.  what 
would  ba  ym  priafttWat 

A:  In  apaclflc  terms,  we  |  * 
would  ba  about  creating  fobs  for 
the  people.  We  would  put  back 
sugar  on  the  basis  In  ivhlch  it 
could  produce  40  000  tons  a 
year,  thus  creating  work.  It 
should  not  ba  forgotten  that  St.  ^ 
Kitts  has  some  of  toe  most  fertile 
eoll  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the 
Caribbean.  Than,  there  la  the  { 
question  of  the  diversificatlan  of  ' 
agriculture. 

Once  we  ware  producing 
peanuts,  a  etratagy  whlim 
\  provided  watV  during  die  dull  ' 
y  aeason  after  the  auger  her- 
!  vesting  period.  We  were  also 
•  producing  bananas:  the 
planting,  the  tending  and 
harvesting  of  bananas  also 
provided  ivork.  Bananaa  eleo 
provided  food  for  the  people. 


184 


In  addition,  the  National  Agricultural  Corporation  was  producing  vegetables, 
and  we  used  it  ns  an  exemplary  basis  for  the  smal 1  farmers  in  the  country/ 
There  is  also  the  matter  of  proper  extension  services  for  small  farmers  to 
keep  improving  the  production  in  agriculture.  That  strategy  was  there  lo 
develop  the  land  and  it  still  is  there. 

Alongside  the  land,  there  is  the  sea.  We  must  give  incentives  to  our 
fishermen  and  help  to  provide  proper  marketing  for  them.  Such  steps  would 
provide  both  food  for  our  people  and  employment  for  fishermen. 


Next  is  the  strategy  for  the  development  of  our  people.  That  is  why  under  the 
Labour  government  we  had  revolutionised  the  educational  system.  We  made  a 
high  school  education  available  to  virtually  every  12-year~old  in  the  country. 
We  put  in  a  technical  college.  Today,  we  have  to  provide  training  for  the 
young  and  it  has  to  be  a  priority. 

Another  approach  is  the  broadening  of  the  scope  of  the  tourist  industry. 

Since  the  government  took  over,  it  has  done  very  little  in  this  regard.  It  ^ 

was  the  Labour'  government  which  saw  the  need  for  the  international  airport. 

We  also  began  building  the  deep  water  harbour  and  it  was  Labour  which  devel¬ 
oped  Frigate  Bay  as  a  tourist  resort.  We  felt  that  we  had  to  create  avenues 
to  provide  jobs. 


DISAFPEAKED 


Q:  What  about  light 
Bumufictiiring  plants? 

A:  Whon  I  returned  to  this 
country  in  1967,  there  was  not 
one  factory  on , the  Industrial  j 
estate.  Today,  there  are  several  I 
factories  D^use  of  the  < 
strateflies  and  policies  followed 
by  Labour.  One  aspect  of  that 
strategy  was  industilal  stability 
which  we  had  in  the  country.  ‘ 
That  has  disappeared  because 
the  present  government  has 
undermined  ^  process  of  ’ 
collective  bargaining  and  union  ' 
security  and  rights.  It  has  not 
helped  the  investor  because  he 
does  not  know  what  he  is  ; 
dealing  with.  > 

By  recreating  security  for  the  ’ 
workers,  and  at  the  same  time  ' 
creating*  stability  for  the  en-  I 
trepreneurs.  Labour  will  I 
provide  the  atmosphere  in 
^ich  iobs  will  be  increased. 

1:  CAKIGOM  Is  going  thnmgh 
Dcuhles.  What  would  be  your 


approach  to  CAtICOM? 

A:  For  the  countries  in  the 
Caribbean,  CAHICOM  is  not  an 
option,  it  is  an  imperative.  I 
believe  if  we  work  meaningfully 
at  the  process  of  integration 
that  it  will  prove  a  positive 
benefit  to  the  people  of  this 
area.  Ihe  success  of  the  in¬ 
tegration  movement  can  be  seen 
in  the  success  of  the  Currency 
Authority.  Than  there  is  the 
airline.  If  that  can  work,  why 
can’t  trade? 

Q:  Another  rMlonal  In¬ 
stitution  Is  the  ui^What  Is 
your  party*s  attitude  to  tiie 
university? 

A:  I  would  like  to  see  more  of 
a  presence  of  the  university  in 
the  non-campus  territories.  I 
think  a  programme  which  we 
had  would  have  given  ^e 
university  the  opportunity  to 
decentralise,  thus 
higher  education  available  to 
more  people  in  the  region. 

Q:  What  about  the  Frigate 
Bay  Development? 

A:  That  is  going  to  be  an 
enormous  issue  in  the  campaign 
because  it  involves  the 


patrimony  of  our  country.  When 
we  left  office,  we  left  a  hotel 
there  tiiat  belonged  to  the 
people.  Within  six  months,  the 
hotel  was  burnt  do%vn  and  we 
heard  the  government  didn’t 
have  any  money  to  rebuild  it 
and  so  they  sold  it.  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  sale  are  a  steal 
and  the  people  of  this  country 
resent  it.  ft  should  not  be 
forgotten  tiiat  Frigate  Bay  was 
acquired  and  developed  with 
public  funds.  There  was  no 
advertisement,  no  publicity 
dven  to  the  sale.  It  was  sold  to 
foreigners: 

'  This  pdi^  of  selling  put  our 
heritage  to  foreigners  was  seen 
again  in  the  disposal  of  an 
animPl  and  dairy  estate  over 
*  Basseterre.  For  years,  we  kept 
it  to  produce  milk  for  con¬ 
sumption  in  Basseterre  and 
surrounding  areas.  The  govern¬ 
ment  has  sbld  that  off  to  out¬ 
siders.  We  were  in  the  process 
of  taking  our  country  mto  the 
ownership  of  the  people  and  the 
government  is  reversing  that 
trend. 
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ST  LUCIA 


BRIEFS 

CDB  LOAN — Castries,  Wed  (AP)~The  Caribbean  Development  Bank  has  granted 
loans  totalling  $17.4  million  for  three  major  projects  here,  the  government 
announced  today.  The  funds  will  be  used  for  construction  of  a  new  cruise- 
ship  facility  in  the  Castries  harbour,  additional  factory  space  at  three 
industrial  estates  on  the  Island,  and  a  feasibility  study  and  final  design 
for  reconstruction  of  the  road  linking  Castries  with  Soufrlere,  26  miles 
to  the  south.  A  government  spokesman  said  the  largest  loan,  $11.6  million, 
will  be  used  for  construction  of  150,000  square  feet  of  additional  factory 
space  over  a  three-year  period.  The  bank  will  provide  $112.  million  from 
its  special  fund  resources.  The  project  will  provide  jobs,  foreign  exchange 
earnings,  the  establishment  of  linkages  with  other  sectors  of  the  economy  and 
the  promotion  of  local  entrepreneurship,  the  government  spokesman  said. 

[Text]  [Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  31  May  84  p  5] 
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MNU'S  GONSALVES  BLASTS  'ADAMS  DOCTRINE,'  VIEWS  POLITICS 
Bridgetown  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  in  English  1  May  84  p  7  ■ 

[Text]  Whatever  became  of  Ralph  Gonsalves? 

Barbadians  will  remember  him  as  the  controversial  University  of  the  West 
Indies  lecturer  whose  work  permit  was  revoked  back  in  January  1980  by  the 
Government. 

Deemed  a  "security  risk"  by  the  Adams  administration  at  the  time.  Dr.  Gonsalves 
was  forced  to  return  to  his  native  St.  Vincent.  For  the  best  part  of  the  last 
four  years,  aside  from  two  teaching  stints  in  the  U.S.  and  Britain,  he  has 
divided  his  time  between  a  law  practice  and  being  part  of  the  leadership  of 
the  United  People's  Movement  (UPM)  party  and  then  the  Movement  for  National 
Unity  (MNU)  which  he  formed  following  a  split  from  the  UPM  in  1982. 

However,  whatever  his  disagreements  on  the  way  forward  with  his  UPM  comrades, 
the  leftist  politician  has  remained  a  vociferous  critic  of  what  he  calls  the 
"Adams  doctrine." 

Speaking  to  the  BARBADOS  ADVOCATE  while  on  a  brief  visit  away  from  his  home¬ 
land  last  week.  Dr  Gonsalves  said;  "Prime  Minister  Adams  and  his  Government 
have  long  ago  become  a  surrogate  of  the  U.S.  in  the  region.  The  island's 
foreign  policy  is  but  an  extension  of  the  extremely  dangerous  militaristic 
policy  of  Washington. 

Echoing  some  of  the  fiery  political  salvoes  which  he  made  while  working  here 
Dr. Gonsalves  also  spoke  of  the  recent  Grenada  events. 

"The  support  for  Washington  during  the  Grenada  Invasion  is  but  a  logical  ex¬ 
tension  of  what  I  analysed  as  the  Adams  doctrine  back  in  1979 — that  is, 
domestic  and  foreign  policies  which  strive  to  destroy  in  the  most  undemocra¬ 
tic  way  any  regional  progressive  government  or  party." 

Dr.  Gonsalves  argued  that  there  was  a  definite  anti- Barbados  Government  sen¬ 
timent  among  a  substantial  number  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern  Caribbean. 

"There  is  a  widespread  feeling  among  all  classes  of  people  that  the  Barbados 
Government  is  endeavouring  to  create  a  greater  Barbados  in  the  Eastern 
Caribbean." 
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The  former  university  lecturer  said  he  still  managed  to  come  to  Barbados  occa¬ 
sionally  on  business  and  to  visit  old  friends.  He  stressed  that  h'l^  bitter¬ 
ness  and  criticism  was  not  directed  against  the  Barbadian  people,  but  against 
the  Government  here. 

Turning  to  developments  on  the  political  scene  In  St.  Vincent,  Dr.  Gonsalves 
argued  that  the  island's  population  had  been  hard  hit  by  the  lack  of  proper  , 
handling  of  the  economy  by  the  Milton  Cato  Government  in  Kingstown.  Dr, 
Gonsalves  revealed  that  his  MNU  party  was  actively  preparing  for  the  forth¬ 
coming  general  elections  which  he  felt  could  be  called  anytime.  Under  the 
Vincentian  Constitution,  the  elections  must  be  held  before  March  next  year. 

The  MNU  would  be  fielding  a  slate  of  nine  for  the  13-member  Assembly,  he  prom¬ 
ised,  and  he  would  again  be  running  In  the  North  Central  Windward  constituency 
which  encompasses  his  hometown  village  of  Colonalre  on  the  north  east  coast. 
There  are  about  45  000  eligible  voters  In  the  Island. 

Dr  Gonsalves  felt  that  he  would  do  "fairly  well"  at  the  polls,  adding:  "The 
much  publicised  statement  by  Prime  Minister  Adams  following  the  last  general 
election  to  the  effect  that  I  was  rejected  even  by  my  own  home  village  is  mis¬ 
leading.  The  point  is  that  the  result  from  polling  stations  from  a  wide  sur¬ 
rounding  area  had  to  be  taken  into  account  when  analysing  my  defeat  and  not 
just  in  the  village.  I  did  in  fact  have  the  support  of  my  village  and  substan¬ 
tial  areas  of  the  riding." 

With  regard  to  the  issue  which  he  thought  would  be  part  of  the  campaign,  the 
MNU  leader  said  that  the  problems  of  the  economy  were  undoubtedly  the  "number 
oe  issue,"  adding  that  his  party  had  joined  with  the  left  generally  In  ques¬ 
tioning  the  recently  Introduced  legislation  on  the  electoral  machinery  such 
as  the  enumeration  process. 

"The  provisions  of  the  law  are  very  disturbing  and  If  implemented  could  well 
result  in  an  unfree  election,"  said  Dr.  Gonsalves,  pointing  to  the  short 
period  which  political  parties  would  have  to  scrutinise  the  voters'  lists. 

As  for  the  chances  of  any  of  the  many  political  parties  in  the  Island  forming 
a  coalition  to  oppose  the  ruling  St.  Vincent  Labour  Party  at  the  polls,  he  said 
that  this  was  "most  unlikely"  now  despite  serious  attempts  between  the  MNU  and 
the  New  Democratic  Party  (NDP)  of  former  Premier  James  Mitchell  to  bring 
together  a  united  front. 

Dr,  Gonsalves  also  said  that  his  party  was  carefully  watching  the  island's 
police  force,  especially  a  special  section  within  it  called  the  Special 
Service  Unit,  which  he  said  had  been  virtually  transformed  into  a  standing 
army, 

"We  don't  know  if  there  is  an  Austin  or  Amin  among  the  ranks.  There  is  a  defi¬ 
nite  threat  posed  by  the  emergence  of  this  backdoor  army,"  argued  Dr,  Gonsalves, 
adding  that  he  was  not  against  a  standing  army  as  such  but  was  In  favour  of  an 
"educated  and  responsible"  one. 
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About  his  reasons  for  breiaking  with  the  UPM  and  whether  he  had  turned  his 
back  on  the  radical  socialist  ideas  he  espoused  while  in  Barbados,  the  - 
descehdent  of  Portuguese  indentured  labourers  who  came  to  the  Caribbean  in  the 
last  Century  said  that  he  was  interested  in  looking  at  the  "Programmatic  con¬ 
tent"  to  gauge  where  a  person  stood  politically. 

He,  nevertheless,  stated  that  he  is  still  "on  the  side  of  the  workers"  and 
that  his  party  was  one  of  "socialist  orientation  defending  national  indepen-, 
dence.",,  ^  ,  ",  ,  ,  -  i-. 

When  asked  wh^,  with  his  impeccable  acadetnic  qualifications  in  addition  to  his 
law  degree,  he  had  not  left  for  Europe  or  Britain  where  he  would  be  more 
financially  secure.  Dr.  Gonsalves  said:  "There  is  no  way  of  getting  me  put  ?r, 
pf  the  Caribbean."  '  ,, 

A  former  Student  Council  head  at  the  UWI’s  Mona  campus  in  Jamaica,  Dr.  Gpn-. 
salves  is  married  to  Jamaican  born  Sonia  and  they  have  two  sons:  Camlllo  (12) 
and  Adam  (3)  ^  .  , 
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ST  VINCENT  AND  THE  GRENADINES 


ROLE  OF  U.S. -ARMED  POLICE  FORCE  CALLED  INTO  QUESTION 

Skepticism  Over  M16's 

Kingstown  THE  VINCENTIAN  In  English  4  May  84  p  4 
[Editorial:  "Those  Guns"] 

[Text]  Our  Police  Force  seems  to  have  become  something  completely  different 
from  the  Law  enforcement  organisation  to  which  we  looked  for  protection 
from  crime  and  Its  perpetrators  up  to  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  The  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  Lawmen  which  appeared  on  THE  VINCENTIAN’ s  front  page  last  week 
Indicate  that  local  policemen  are  being  turned  Into  a  military  arm.  The 
men  who  raided  two  premises  at  Paul’s  Lot  last  Thursday  certainly  gave  that 
Impression.  They  were  dressed  In  a  manner  reminiscent  of  pictures  we  have 
seen  of  "crack"  beretted  soldiers  from  other  lands;  and  they  were  armed  to 
the  teeth! 

It  Is  very  unusual  for  soldiers  under  arms  to  turn  out  against  nationals  of 
their  own  countries.  In  democratic  regimes.  The  lawmen  go  armed  of  course 
but  not  In  an  obvious  state  of  aggression  against  the  Individual.  In  the 
United  States,  which  gave  us  the  guns,  even  the  FBI  presents  an  unaggresslve 
appearance.  The  guns  come  out  as  a  last  resort  not  as  a  psychological 
attack. 

What  do  our  police  Intend  to  do  when  armed  with  M  16  guns,  the  turn  out 
against  Rastas?  Fire  on  them. 

The  whole  Idea  of  arming  our  police  with  sophisticated  weapons  Is  disquieting. 
However  when  the  authorities  demonstrate,  as  they  did  In  Paul’s  Lot  last 
Thursday,  that  the  civilian  population  Is  to  be  the  first  target  for  the  re¬ 
cently  acquired  arms  the  thing  becomes  preposterous.  ...West  Indians  do  not 
seem  Inclined  to  learn  from  the  lessons  of  the  past.  Within  the  Windward 
Islands  group  Itself,  the  experiences  of  two  of  the  four  units  with  their  own 
armed  forces  should  be  a  standing  example.  The  trigger  happiness  of  the 
Dominican  army  spurred  Eugenia  Charles  to  the  disbanding  of  It  as  soon  as  she 
acquired  power.  The  way  the  PRA  turned  their  guns  on  Grenadians  horrified 
the  whole  of  Carlcom. 

...No  matter  how  well  armed  these  Caribbean  mini  states  are,  they  can  do 
nothing  against  the  Invading  forces  of  any  but  similar  size  Caribbean  nations. 
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As  the  Grenada  affair  proved  the  super  powers  will  in  any  eventuality  enter 
the  picture  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  ministates. 

So  against  whom  are  the  armies  being  built?  So  far,  Caribbean  island  armies 
have  turned  their  guns  only  on  their  fellow  citizens.  What  they  have  done 
is  give  the  big  powers  an  excuse  for  "intervention"  or  "invasion"  (depending 
on  the  position  taken  by  a  person).  Which  ever  it  is,  and  regardless  of  the 
benignness  of  the  super  power  Involved,  national  independence,  personal  ini¬ 
tiative  and  a  capability  to  decide  on  issues  without  reference  to  thoughts 

relating  to  external  powers  go  by  the  board. 

We  advise  all  the  Caribbean  countries  to  take  a  good  hard  look  at  the 

assistance  being  offered  in  the  form  of  arms  and  or  military  training.  Money 
for  education,  health  and  sport  would  be  much  more  acceptable. 

The  nations  of  the  world  need  peace  not  war.  The  Caribbean  should  be  kept 
as  a  zone  of  peace.  We  don’t  need  guns  because  we  would  not  be  allowed  to 
use  them  to  prevent  more  developed  countries  with  better  technological 
skills  and  equipment  from  fishing  in  the  Caribbean  Basin  and  taking  for 
their  profit  one  of  our  few  resources.  We  don’t  need  guns;  we  need  goodwill 
and  friendship, 

Threat  of  ’Trigger-Happy’ 

Kingstown  THE  VINCENTIAN  in  English  4  May  84  p  2 

[From  Ken  John  colxjmn  "This  Week":  "It  Can  Happen  Here"] 

[Text]  Quite  frankly,  I  was  very  upset  by  last  week’s  VINCENTIAN  front  page 
splash  featuring  a  raid  by  the  police,  armed  to  the  teeth,  to  carry  out  the 
arrest  of  a  young  couple  for  allegedly  dealing  in  marijuana.  It  was  a  classic 
case  of  overkill,  and  it  did  not  surprise  me  one  bit  that  many  locals  first 
thought  that  the  pictures  highlighted  events  taking  place  in  some  distant 
foreign  land.  Such  persons  should  begin  to  shake  themselves  from  sleep  or 
they  would  be  in  for  a  very  rude  awakening  one  day. 

An  equally  disturbing  piece  of  news  was  JUSTICES  report  that  the  personable 
Windward  Islands  batsman,  Albert  Tesheira,  had  been  taken  up  on  enquiry  with 
the  muzzle  of  a  Police  Inspector’s  gun  jammed  to  his  back.  This  is  perhaps  a 
foretaste  of  things  to  come,  a  straw  in  the  wind,  and  we  had  better  begin  to 
batten  doxm  for  the  hurricane. 

Just  about  everybody  with  a  smattering  of  common  sense  has  warned  of  the 
danger  of  arming  "trigger-happy  recruits"  in  these  poverty-stricken,  two-by- 
four  countries  where  we  clamber  over  each  other  dally  in  a  battle  for  survi¬ 
val.  People  trained  for  combat  and  bristling  with  sophisticated  arms  are 
going  to  provoke  or  create  situations  requiring  the  use  of  weapons  as  well  as 
justifying  their  pay-packet.  The  sickening  thud  of  Gabby’s  "Boots  and  More 
Boots"  is  echoing  all  over  the  place.  So  far  we  have  seen  only  the  tip,  but 
those  of  us  who  can’t  hear  will  certainly  feel  the  full  kick  of  the  boot  in 
due  course. 
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The  guns  of  Fort  Rupert  executed  a  Revolution  and  left  Grenadians  demoralised. 
The  Invading  forces  flattened  Grenada  and  shell-shocked  Its  people.  Nobody 
with  reason  takes  seriously  the  hand-outs  read  as  news  over  local  TV  painting 
a  rosy  picture  of  "Grenada  Today."  Michael  Manley  says  that  the  Grenadian 
people  are  traumatised.  .  Angela  Bishop  notes  that  Grenada  Is  like  a  "morgue," 
with  80  many  zombies  drifting  aimlessly  around  the  place.  We  have  to  make 
sure  that  In  trying  to  prevent  another  Grenada  we  do  not  go  to  the  bther  r. 

extreme  and  come  full  circle.  Inviting  similar  results. 

Some  years  ago,  on  the  flimsiest  pretext  the  Trinidad  regiment  ran  amok  In 
the  village  of  Careenage.  The  Jamaicans  have  had  endless  trouble  trying  to 
rein — In  their  military  musclemen.  Dominica  had  to  call  It  George  with  her 
own,  only  to  be  enticed  to  start  anew  with  another  army  supposedly  under 
tighter  and  more  enlightened  political  control.  The  truth  Is  that  top-heavy 
military  aid  In  these  parts  Is  an  Imported  timebomb  with  a  rather  short  fuse. 

A  phantom  coup  today  such  as  scared  the  daylights  out  of  Hudson  Tannls  three 
years  ago  will  surely  be  put  down  with  a  heavy  hand! 

My  final  appeal  Is  directed  at  the  political  Chieftains  who  Imagine  that  they 
are  glued  to  the  levers  of  control  and  can  handle  the  flow  of  events  by  simply 
pushing  the  right  buttons.  Things  do  not  always  go  according  to  plan,  and 
Frankenstein  was  one  of  the  first  victims  to  be  struck  down  by  the  monster  he 
had  proudly  created.  Let  that  serve  as  a  lesson. 

Need  for  Different  Assistance 

Port-of-Spaln  SUNDAY  GUARDIAN  In  English  20  Ifay  84  pp  5B,  8B 

[Article  by  Nora  Peacocke,  editor  of  THE  VINCENTIAN;  "Guns  and  More  Guns  In 
Kingstown:  .Why  This  Violent  Approach  to  Law  Enforcement?"] 

[Text]  For  the  first  time  since  the  acquisition  of  the  new  arms  from  the 
Americans  they  were  brought  out  to  do  a  job  last  week. 

The  M16s  were  carried  by  members  of  the  Special  Unit  of  the  St.  Vincent  and 
the  Grenadines  Police  Force  that  have  undergone  training  by  the  United  States 
military. 

The  men  who  carried  the  M16s  did  not  look  like  policemen  at  all.  They  wore 
berets  and  khaki  uniforms.  The  sort  of  garb  that  one  Is  accustomed  to  asso¬ 
ciate  with  soldiers — not  lawmen. 

However  the  mission  on  which  the  squad  was  bent  was  law  enforcement.  They 
raided  two  premises  In  Paul’s  Lot— a  slum  area  of  the  city  of  Kingstown. 

The  area  Is  the  site  of  many  Rastafarian  homes,  shops  and  small  eating  houses. 

In  short,  a  large  number  of  Rastas  Inhabit  It  for  commercial  as  well  as  resi¬ 
dential  purposes.  The  raids  were  made  In  search  of  Illicit  merchandise  and 
a  man  and  woman  were  arrested. 
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Criminal 


On  one  of  the  premises  "drugs”  were  found. 

What  is  the  idea  behind  this  violent  approach  to  law  enforcement?  Do  the 
authorities  feel  that  the  Rastafarian  community  has  an  awesomeness  over  and 
above  known  criminal  elements  in  the  society?  Or  is  it  that  it  was  considered 
to  be  a  good  opportunity  to  display  our  newfound  military  might? 

There  are  two  sides  to  the  psychological  influence  of  arms.  A  sense  of  fear 
for  the  unarmed;  ahd  a  sense  of  power  for  the  armed. 

Fear  can  have  more  than  one  reaction.  First  it  can  produce,  what  presumably 
is  the  intention  of  a  display  like  that  of  Thursday  April  26  in  Paul's  Lot, 
docility. 

Second,  the  sort  of  panic  that  will  cause  violence. 

Third,  a  decision  on  the  part  of  real  criminals  to  plan  countermeasures  aimed 
at  both  retaliation  and  the  acquisition,  through  theft,  of  like  weapons. 

Power  that  is  misdirected  is  a  most  destructive  thing.  The  misdirection  can 
result  in  accident.  Or  it  can  become  a  tool  through  which  ill-devised  loyal¬ 
ties  can  be  directed  into  paths  of  destruction. 

Or  it  can  be  used  by  power  hungry  operators  to  gain  ascendancy. 

Revolvers 

The  Law  must  be  armed  to  carry  out  its  function.  But  should  it  be  police 
policy  to  be  obviously  prepared  to  blast  a  citizen  suspected  of  criminal 
action  or  Intent  from  the  face  of  the  earth? 

I  believe  not. 

Do  the  United  States  policemen,  including  the  FBI,  approach  their  delinquent 
fellow-citizens  with  M16s?  I  think  they  use  revolvers.  . 

In  recent  Caribbean  experience  the  misuse  of  guns  by  local  groups  has  brought 
terror  and  sadness. 

For  the  Windward  Islands  alone,  two  of  the  four  territories  have  seen  their 
armies  turn  their  guns  on  fellow  citizens.  I  refer  to  Grenada  and  to  a  much 
lesser  extent  Dominica.  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  should  not  let  that 
lesson  go  unlearnt. 

Against  what  alien  forces  will  our  Special  Unit  be'  called  upon  to  act? 

Recent  events  in  Grenada  show  that  the  United  States  stands  ready  to  "rescue” 
or  "invade"  in  the  face  of  disturbances  in  the  area. 
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US  guns  are  far  mightier  than  any  that  superpower  would  give  to  us.  Conse¬ 
quently  it  seems  to  me  that  we  only  need  weapons  to  keep  Law  and  order  within 
our  state.  Anything  more  than  that  can  only  get  us  into  trouble. 

St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  Is  badly  In  need  of  help  that  Is  oriented  to¬ 
wards  peace.  We  need  technical  education.  We  need  trading  facilities.  We 
need  food  processing  plants  based  on  our  own  resources. 

We  need  agricultural  and  fishing  equipment. 

We  need  a  cultural  centre  In  which  we  can  display  our  art  and  crafts;  listen 
to  music~ours  and  visitors;  and  witness  dramatic  productions — from  home 
and  abroad. 

Another  thing  that  we  need  Is  protection  of  our  Caribbean  Sea  resources  for 
the  Caribbean  people. 

Many  external  fishers •  with  a  higher  level  of  technology  than  ours«  currently 
poach  In  our  waters  and  make  off  with  fish  that  should  be  available  to  Carib¬ 
bean  people  for  fresh  food  or  processing. 

That  protection  must  come  from  International  concensus  not  big  guns  In  the 
hands  of  puny  nations. 

Arsenals 

If  the  statesmen  In  the  super  powers“the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union— 
honestly  feel  that  they  can  only  safeguard  their  national  liberty  by  building 
up  vast  arsenals  and  entering  Into  nuclear  competition  with  each  other,  the 
rest  of  the  world  can  only  watch  with  apprehension. 

However ,  the  arming  of  small  weak  nations  Is  another  matter  In  the  same  cate¬ 
gory  as  the  invasion  of  defenceless  counties  by  one  of  the  super  nations — which 
Is  usually  vociferously  condemned  by  the  nonoffender  and  all  the  United  Nations 
members  except  the  offender  and  its  satellites. 

The  world  would  be  far  closer  to  the  peace  ideal  if  the  super  powers  would  mind 
their  own  business. 

St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  and  the  other  Caribbean  mlnlstates  would  be 
nearer  to  a  solution  to  their  problems,  nearer  to  a  sense  of  security, 
nearer  to  regional  Integration  and  nearer  to  self-sufficiency  and  national 
integrity  if  our  governments  would  say  no  to  guns,  and  no  to  Interference 
within  their  borders  be  It  Ideological  or  materialistic. 

Of  course  It  would  also  mean  turning  away  from  worship  of  the  North  American 
way  of  life.  In  which  things  beyond  our  finances  and  our  technology  are 
revered. 

Why  must  we  have  big  cars  for  narrow  roads;  enormous  refrigerators  with 
fluctuating  electrical  power;  intricate  colour  television  sets  In  a  society 
that  lacks  technicians? 
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We  need  to  drive  around,  we  need  refrigeration,  we  need  to  see  and  hear  what's 
going  on  in  the  world  but  we  don’t  heed  to  keep  up  with  the  North  American 
Joneses. 

Most  of  all  we  don't  need  massive  fire  power. 

Someone  said  recently  that  the  Revolutionary  Military  Council  had  at  its  dis¬ 
posal,  when  it  took  over  in  Grenada,  "control  of  enough  arms,  ammunition  and 
sophisticated  weapons  and  vehicles  to  demolish  all  the  English-speaking 
Caribbean." 

That  power  came  from  non-United  States  sources.  But  it  miakes  no  difference 
who  makes  the  guns  that  are  put  in  the  hands  of  Vincentian  boys. 

Nobody  has  the  right  to  put  them  there.  They  just  don't  need  them,  and  I  don't 
think  they  should  have  them.  Guns  are  for  real.  They  aren't  toys. 
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CATO  ADDRESSES  SLP  CONVENTION,  SCORES  INEQUALITY,  POVERTY 

Call  for  Antipoverty  Measures 
Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  In  English  8  May  84  p  17 


[Text] 


KINGSTOWN.  Mon.,  <Cttia)i 


PRIME  MINISTER  &01ton  Cato 
has  called  on  mmfwrters  cf  the 
hiliitf  St.  Vincent  uboor  Paity  to 
rtadde  the  twin  problems  of  in- 
tequaUty  and  povet^  here. 

>  w  told  some  200  ddegates  at 
die  party’s  1W4  national  conven¬ 
tion  here  diat  diese  problons 
diould  be  addressed  bdoit  it  was 
too  late  and  diey  ’’enqit  in  our 
own  bedrooms,  in  our  noghbour’s 
"bedttraBT'lir-YMr'vfflagB^ 
towns.” 

”We  must,  each  one  of  us,  ask 
oursdvesev^  morning  when  we 
get  up,  what  have  I  done  yesterday 
Id  b^  inopxnre  oonditioos  in  my 
village...  whether  it  is  drawing 
pome  inequaUQT  or  some  i^roblem 
to  the  atteimon  of  the  proper 
MpDiiTBR  wait  unto  some- 

_ affects  us  per8(Mially  and  in- 

divicnudly  to  come  running  for  solu¬ 
tions  to  your  personal  laoblems.” 
he  sold. 

Cato  said  diat  the  objective  of 
his  government  and  die  party 
.diould  be  to  strive  to  create  a  new, 
Just  and  equal  society  for  the  peO- 


.|MC  Ut  lAiC  VUUilU  V* 

The  68-year<Md  lawyer  added: 
i”We  must  now  chart  our  course  as 
:.we  move  along  the  road  prepared 
:io  face  die  known  and  unknown 
/obstades.  Let  sdf-confidence  and 
‘  courage  be  our  guide  as  we  proceed 
''on  this  journey  towards  a  new  cce- 


adve  sodety  whidi  ensures  Justice 
pnd  equality  of  opportunity  to  all.” 

Prime  Minister  Cato  said  that  in  ^ 
ihre  years  since  St.  t^noent  and  die 
.Grenadines  gatoed  tndependenoe  from 
iBritaln  In  P79,  Us  aovemment  bad 
been  able  to  remove  tbe  political 
^jtumbling.Nodts  dis  .vav^aod 
now  bad  d>  taode  die  omer  problemg 
of  improvtag  conditions  for  me  people 
'of  the  state. 

1  Cato,  wbo  has  headed  the  29-yeai>old 
Labour  Party  sinoe  Its  formation  in 
19S5,  said  ^  jiU|)or  problems  facing 
.the  country  wm  poverty  and  in¬ 
equality.  • 

,  CONFIDENCE 

f 

'  But  be  was  confident  that  unlike  < 
many  other  poor  devdoping  countries  : 
wbidi  resorted  to  vkflence  to  solve  ^ 
their  social,  eocnomic  and  poUdcal  ' 
problems,  St.  Vincent  and  the 
^vrenadines  would  adhere  to  democra¬ 
tic  means  to  find  solutions  to  Its 
problems. 

“One  thing  I  am  confident  of.  and 
that  is  diat  our  democracy  here  in  St. 
A^ncent  and  die  Grenadines  has' come 
to  stay,”  be  dedared.  "But  economic 
freedom  in  the  shape  of  economic  self- 
iSdiance  of  tbe  nation  and  also  int- 
provement  in  die  daily  lives  of  our 
nsorUng  dass  people  ts  yet  to  .he 
achieved.” 

He  said  diat  there  was  still  a  meat 
deal  of  work  to  be  done  to  bring  about 
diat  brighter  and  better  day  and  tbe 
fight  against  poverty  and  inequality 
demandM  the  united  efforts  cf  all  the 
people. 
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.  .  -  Resolution  on  Local  Government  ..  .  '  V.VC;- 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  10  May  84  p  13 

[Text]  Kingstown,  May  9,  (CANA)--More  than  200  delegates  who  attended  the 
ruling  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  Labour  Party's  national  convention 
last  week,  have  called  for  the  re-introduction  of  local  government  abolished 
in  1972. 

In  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  two-day  meeting,  they  also  called  for  the  set-  ■ 
ting  up  of  constituency  offices  for  elected  Parliamentarians,  and  a  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  to  allow  for  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Prime  Minister. 

Foreign  Affairs  Minister,  Hudson  Tannis,  Deputy  political  leader  of  the  Party 
usually  deputises  on  occasion  for  Prime  Minister  Milton  Cato  who  was  re¬ 
elected  leader  for  the  29th  consecutive  year  at  the  convention. 

Delegates  felt  the  setting  up  of  constituency  offices,  manned  by  executive 
secretaries,  would  facilitate  more  efficient  and  effective  representation  of 
the  people  by  members  ot  Parliamentarians .  '  '  " 

The  conventiori  took  place  amid  signs  that  the  country  is  gearing  for  general 
elections,  constitutionally  due  by  next  March.  , 
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BRIEFS 

UPM  ATTACK  ON  ISAACS— Kingstown,  St  Vincent  Wednesday  (CANA)— Opposition 
Parliamentarian  James  Mitchell  and  the  left-wing  opposition  United  Peoples 
Movement  (UPM)  have  called  for  the  dismissal  of  lawyer  Grafton  Isaacs  as 
Attorney  General  and  Minister  of  Legal  Affairs  In  St  Vincent  and  the 
Grenadines,  following  the  British  Privy  Council's  dismissal  of  his  appeal 
against  a  "contempt  of  court"  ruling  handed  down  by  the  Eastern  Caribbean 
Court  of  Appeal  five  years  ago.  The  case  originally  arose  from  a  dispute 
in  1977  between  Isaacs  and  another  lawyer,  Einery  Robertson  over  an  acre  and 
a  half  of  land  at  Villa  on  the  outskirts  of  Kingstown.  Soon  after  news  of  the 
May  10  Privy  Council  decision  reached  the  state,  Mitchell  wrote  Prime  Minister 
Milton  Cato  calling  for  the  sacking  of  Isaacs  as  Attorney  General  and  Minister 
Of  Legal  Affairs.  Mitchell  said  "that  he  should  have  been  allowed  to  continue 
in  office  since  the  ruling  of  our  court  of  appeal  is  a  national  disgrace."  UPM 
also  issued  a  statement  today  calling  for  the  dismissal  of  Isaacs,  who  has 
been  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of  Legal  Affairs  here  since  1980.  UPM  said 
the  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of  Legal  Affairs  occupied  the  supreme  law 
making  office  in  the  state  and  as  such  ought  to  exemplify  law  abiding  disci¬ 
pline  and  be  a  major  custodian  of  the  system  of  jurisprudence.  The  government 
has  made  no  statement  on  the  matter.  [Text)  (Port-of-Spaln  EXPRESS  in  English 
17  May  84  p  38) 
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COUNTRY  SECTION  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  EVALUATES  PNM;  MAHABIR  PRAISED 

Recommendations  for  Change 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  31  May  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Clevon  Raphael] 

[Text]  The  Ruling  People's  National  Movement  (PNM)  is  alive  and  vigorous 
blit  it  is  clear  that  the  party  needs  to  take  a  long,  hard  look  at  itself 
if  it  hopes  to  confront  successfully  the  challenges  of  the  80s  and  90s. 

This  is  one  of  thh  findings  of  a  committee  headed  by  Education  Minister 
Overand  Padmore  Which  was  set  up  to  examine  the  role,  function  and  perspec¬ 
tive  of  the  Pl^.  The  party  has  been  running  the  country  since  1956. 

The  findings  of  the  Committee — a  15-page  report — ^makes  interesting  reading 
as  it  deals  with  the  state  of  the  party.  It  will  be  considered  by  the  PNM's 
General  Council  at  a  meeting  on  Sunday, 

According  to  the  repott,  the  probers  were  struck  by  the  forceful  and  frequent 
referenbes  in  many  of  the  36  constituencies  in  which  they  conducted  their 
deliberations. 

Among  the  Issues  raised  at  thse  sessions  were  corruption,  utilities,  youth, 
leadership,  the  PNM's  Secretariat,  lack  of  vitality  in  many  party  groups, 
job  insecurity,  squatting,  DEHD,  treatment  of  pensioners  and  Tobago  (preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  unitary  state),  radio  and  television  reception. 

Mbst  of  these  consultative  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  committee 
Was  Impressed  with  the  range  and  depth  of  the  issues  raised. 

The  report  emphasises:  "The  1976  and  1981  General  Elections  were  contested 
by  the  opposition  forces  on  the  theme — 'time  to  change.'  They  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  PNM  must  draw  the  correct  conclusions  from  this. 
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Sample  Views 


"The  country  Is  comfortable  with  the  role  of  the  PNM  over  the  last  27 
years.  The  people  have  felt  able  to  exercise  their  democratic  rights 
vigorously  even  idien  they  felt  the  Government  was  going  off-course.  They 
have  never  felt  Intimidated  by  the  PNM  as  a  government  nor  the  PNM  as  a 
party." 

Following  Is  a  sample  of  views  collected  during  the  Padmore  probe; 

——Some  of  our  political  opponents  were  more  successful  In  Influencing  the 
publlc~why? ; 

—PNM  the  saviour  for  the  people  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago— that  belief  is  now 
at  risk. 

—PNM  moving  away  from  the  people. 

—Party’s  Image  tarnished  by  corruption  Issue— essential  that  this  Issue 
be  confronted; 

—PNM  won  In  1981  because  people  voted  against  the  Opposition. 

Institutions  In  Trinidad  and  Tobago  under  relentless  attack;  Inadequate 
PNM  response— positive  leadership  called  for. 

—Examine  the  strategy  of  the  Opposition  and  do  not  under-rate  it.  Corruption 
charges  must  be  taken  seriously.  Do  not  under-rate  the  effect  of  their 
constant  reiteration  of  corruption  charges,  their  preaching  of  race. 

—Why  did  PNM  supporters  not  come  out  to  vote?  Were  they  disappointed  about 
something?  Housing  allocation  a  problem?  Job  scarcity  a  problem? 


-Well-organised  propaganda  manchine  against  the  party— communications  media 
working  against  the  PNM. 

— EJvery  fault  being  laid  at  door  of  PNM  and  we  are  not  countering.  A 
conglomerate  used  the  threat  of  retrenchment  on  eve  of  elections  to  terrorise 
workers . 

—PNM  came  out  of  the  middle-class.  Now  the  party  Is  almost  deliberately 
giving  away  middle-class.  This  Is  a  tragedy  which  could  lead  to  defeat. 

—Take  a  closer  look  at  party  organisation  and  put  serious  people  In  charge— 
not  Ministers  who  are  too  busy  to  do  party  work. 

-■-PNM  has  become  more  concerned  with  the  government  than  with  the  party— 
the  party  has  more  fundamental  things  to  do  which  are  not  now  being  addressed. 

—The  party  should  seek  to  Influence  the  leadership — PNM  not  now  providing 
leadership— we  are  allowing  others  to  take  the  initiative— In  particular 
given  the  support  Opposition  parties  are  receiving  from  the  media — PNM  is 
in  position  of  retreat. 
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"This  is  a  dangerous  situation — not  sure  whether  infoirmation  through  a 
separate  newspaper  is  the  answer — but  the  party  must  recognise  public  rela¬ 
tions  is  not  a  job  for  amateurs.  The  pity  is  both  PNM  and  Government  have 
so  much  to  be  proud  of — just  not  being  propagated,"  the  report  states. 

General  Council's  Report 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  4  Jun  84  p  1  ’ 

[Text]  The  General  Council  of  the  People's  National  Movement  (PNM)  yesterday 
expressed  fullest  support  to  a  resolution  expressing  every  confidence  in  the 
ability  and  resourcefulness  of  Labour  Minister  Ertol  Mahabir  in  settling 
industrial  disputes. 

The  resolution,  from  the  San  Fernando  West  constituency — ^Mr  Mahabir' s 
constituency — was  submitted  yesterday  to  the  General  Council  which  endorsed 
it. 

Presentation  of  the  resolution  came  during  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  the 
main  purpose  of  which  was  to  debate  the  report  of  the  Padmore  Committee 
which  was  set  up'  to  examine  the  role,  function  and  perspective  of  the 
party  that  has  been  governing  the  country  since  1956. 

Some  18  members  spoke  on  the  list  of  recommendations  before  further  debate 
on  the  report  was  adjourned  to  June  24. 

No  major  consensus  arose  on  any  particular  topic.  Members  spoke  on  a 
variety  of  topics  about  which  the  party's  leadership  was  well  aware.  They 
praised  the  committee  for  the  tremendous  work  it  did. 

As  a  result.  General  Council  delegates  complimented  the  committee's  chairman 
Education  Minister  Overand  Padmore. 

Dealing  with  the  San  Fernando  West  resolution,  members  expressed  their  deep 
concern  over  last  week's  incident  when  the  Minister  of  Labour's  family  were 
abused  and  threatened  at  their  San  Fernando  home  by  a  group  of  people  who 
were  protesting  on  behalf  of  the  then  striking  oil  workers. 

Cowardly  Bunch 

After  noting  that  the  action  by  the  "cowardly  bunch"  of  protesters  was 
condemned  at  large,  the  San  Fernando  West  group  said  it  viewed  the  action 
with  grave  concern  Since  such  action  posed  a  risk  to  holders  of  public 
office. 

The  constituency  urged  "that  such  action  of  cowardice  and  intimidation 
should  be  deplored,  and  where  applicable,  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  law 
enforcement  agencies . 
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The  group  also  commended  the  statement  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
and  steps  taken  by  the  protective  services  in  upholding  the  laws  of  the 
country. 

"We  endorse  and  fully  support  the  actions  and  proposals  of  the  Minister," 
wrote  the  group,  "and  continue  to  have  every  confidence  in  his  ability  and 
resourcefulness  to  achieve  greater  co-operation  between  employers  and 
workers,  to  fearlessly  pursue  these  initiatives  to  bring  about  in  the 
national  Interest  a  speedy  resolution  to  the  present  unrest." 

Both  constituency  members  and  those  of  the  General  Council  felt  that  the 
resolution  reflected  the  sentiments  of  a  great  number  of  people  in  Trinidad 
and  Tobago. 

Mr  Mahablr  is  due  to  preside  today  at  another  session  of  talks  between 
Texaco  and  the  Oilfield  Workers  Trade  Union  (OWTU)  aimed  at  reaching  a 
ssftlGuient  on  a  new  Industrial  agreement  for  Texaco  workers. 
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CbUNTRY  SECTION  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


DEVELOPMENTS  ON  LABOR  FRONT,  UNION  ACTIVITIES  REPORTED 

CPTU-Labour  Congress  Rift 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  29  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  The  Council  of  Progressive  Trade  Unions  has  rejected  an  invitation 
to  take  part  in  Labour  Day  celebrations  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Labour 
Congress. 

In  a  letter  to  the  General  Secretary  of  Congress,  the  CPTU  thanked  them 
for  the  invitation  to  celebrate  Labour  Day  on  June  19  in  Port  of  Spain,  but 
said  that  all  the  CPTU  unions  had  agreed  to  hold  their  own  celebrations 
this  year. 

CPTU  Secretary  Cecil  Paul  said  also  that  the  Joint  Trade  Unions  Grouping 
would  have  discussions  with  the  Labour  Congress  on  the  matter. 

Mr  Carl  Tull,  General  Secretary  of  Congress,  could  not  be  contacted  for 
comment  yesterday  but  in  a  previous  discussion  with  the  "Guardian,"  he 
had  said  that  two  years  ago  the  two  sectors  had  agreed  to  hold  joint  cele¬ 
brations  in  1984. 

Earlier  this  month,  at  the  May  Day  rally,  the  Joint  Unions  had  sought  to 
pass  a  motion  dissolving  the  CPTU  and  putting  all  unions  under  Congress  but 
this  was  not  presented  when  the  CPTU  unions  asked  for  time  to  take  the  issue 
to  their  executive  council  for  discussion. 

Labour  Congress  on  Unity 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  30  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  Labour  Congress  officials  are  not  surprised  at  the  position  taken 
by  all  member  unions  of  the  Joint  Grouping  of  Trade  Unions  and  Associations 
to  conduct  Labour  Day  activities  under  its  own  banner. 

"As  a  matter  of  fact  we  anticipated  it,"  Mr  Carl  Tull,  General  Secretary 
of  the  Labour  Congress  said  yesterday. 
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The  joint  trade  unions  announced  their  Intention  last  Friday  evening  follow¬ 
ing  a  meeting  at  PSA  headquarters.  A  venue  for  the  celbratlons  will  be 
decided  upon  at  the  follow-up  meeting  scheduled  for  Friday. 

Mr  Tull  explained,  "In  1982  and  1983  we,  in  order  to  bring  about  or  cement 
talks,  agreed  to  go  to  Fyzabad  to  demonstrate.  The  agreement  on  both  sides 
was  that  we  would  do  the  same  in  Port-of-Spaln  this  year.  Their  announcement 
only  shows  that  they  have  gone  back  on  their  words." 

He  added,  "We  can  have  no  quarrel  with  them  if  they  choose  to  go  to  Fyzabad." 

The  Labour  Day  Committee  of  the  Labour  Congress  will  meet  today  at  4.30  p.m. 
at  SWWTU  Hall  to  finalise  arrangements  for  their  celebrations  in  Port-of- 
Spaln. 

Industrial  Relations  Changes 

Port-of  Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  31  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  Cabinet  has  agreed  to  proposals  for  some  amendments  to  the  Industrial 
Relations  Act  (IRA).  They  will  be  published  for  public  comment. 

Making  this  disclosure  yesterday  was  the  Minister  of  Labour,  Social  Security 
and  Co-operatives,  Mr  Errol  Mahabir.  He  said  that  the  tripartite  discus¬ 
sions  on  the  amendments  had  been  taking  place  for  the  past  year. 

A  comprehensive  report  has  already  been  submitted  by  Dr  Zin  Henry,  Adviser 
to  the  Minister,  setting  out  various  proposals  on  which  tripartite  consensus 
has  been  reached  in  addition  to  areas  where  there  are  differences  of  opinion. 

Cabinet  has  accepted  all  the  recommendations  on  which  there  was  consensus. 

One  deals  with  the  clarification  of  schedules  (1)  and  (2)  of  the  IRA  relating 
to  essential  services  and  industries. 

Others  deal  with  the  reintroduction  of  a  single  court  in  place  of  the  two 
separate  divisions  which  were  established  in  1978;  widened  powers  of  the 
court  in  its  conciliation  function;  streamlining  of  procedures  for  recogni¬ 
tion  and  certification  of  unions;  collective  agreements;  dispute  procedures 
and  industrial  action. 

Where  there  has  been  failure  to  arrive  at  a  consensus  Cabinet  has  taken 
policy  decisions.  In  one  instance,  this  is  in  respect  of  cancellation  of 
certificates  of  recognised  majority  unions  at  the  instance  of  a  stipulated 
majority  of  workers  in  a  bargaining  unit. 

Other  decisions  taken  relate  to  effective  date  of  recognition  of  certificate; 
membership  in  good  standing;  ballottlng  for  certification  purposes  and 
cessation  of  industrial  action  after  a  stipulated  period. 
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Protest  of  Ministry  Cutbacks 

Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  In  English  31  May  84  p  16 

[Text]  ilie  financially  troubled  Ministry  of  Works,  Maintenance  and  Drainage 
Division  wants  to  retrench  more  than  2,000  of  its  maintenance  staff  but 
this  move  has  met  with  stiff  opposition  from  the  workers. 

The  National  Union  of  Government  and  Federated  Workers  (NUGFW)  said  the 
workers  would  protest  the  proposed  retrenchment  until  they  were  guaranteed 
job  security. 

Mr  Selwyn  John,  NUGFW' s  General  Secretary,  said  that  many  of  the  affected 
workers  had  as  many  as  18  years'  service. 

"We  are  not  prepared  to  accept  this,"  he  declared. 

The  workers  staged  a  protest  demonstration  outside  the  Ministry's  offices 
Edward  Street,  Port-of-Spaln,  last  Tuesday.  More  such  demonstrations 
are  planned.  < 

An  Informed  source  said  the  Ministry  decided  to  retrench  more  than  half  of 
Its  4,000-strong  maintenance  staff  because  of  financial  difficulties. 

It  Is  understood  that  the  Ministry  has  already  used  up  $41  million  out  of 
Its  $85  million  allocation  In  the  1984  Budget. 

It  was  stated  that  the  Ministry  planned  to  approach  Cabinet  for  an  additional 
$26  million. 

"We  are  prepared  to  consider  a  plan  to  lay  off  casual  workers  rather  than 
permanent  members  of  staff,"  Mr  John  said. 

"We  have  heard  that  some  workers  with  less  than  five,  years'  service  are  not 
being  considered  for  retrenchment.  This  Is  unfair  when  the  jobs  of  many 
with  18  years  service  are  threatened , "  he  added . 

The  union  has  also  rejected  a  proposal  by  the  Ministry  to  reduce  working 
days. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


BOBB  REPLACES  BRUCE  AS  GOVERNOR  OF  CENTRAL  BANK 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  2  Jun  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Francis  Joseph] 

[Text]  Dr  Eurlc  Allan  Bobb  has  been  appointed  as  the  new  Governor  of  the 
Central  Bank  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  for  a  period  of  five  years,  effective 
August  1. 

Dr  Bobb  will  succeed  Mr  Victor  Edward  Bruce,  the  first  national  to  become 
Governor  of  the  Central  Bank.  Mr  Bruce's  current  term  of  office  will  come 
to  an  end  on  July  31. 

The  appointment  was  made  by  President  Ellis  Clarke  on  the  recommendations 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Central  Bank. 

Mr  Bruce  has  been  Governor  of  the  Bank  for  the  past  15  years.  He  succeeded 
Dr  Alexander  McLeod,  a  national  of  Canada,  as  the  head  of  the  bank  on 
August  1,  1969. 

Mr  Bruce  is  the  holder  of  the  nation's  highest  award — the  Trinity  Cross  and 
the  Humming  Bird  Medal  (Gold).  He  joined  the  Central  Bank  on  January  1, 
1966  as  Deputy  Governor,  a  post  he  held  for  three  years  until  the  promotion 
to  Governor. 

Other  Positions 

Prior  to  his  appointment  as  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank,  he  held  other 
positions  in  the  the  public  service  dating  back  to  1942  when  he  joined  the 
service  as  a  third  class  clerk  in  the  Registrar  General's  Office. 

He  has  held  the  position  of  Chief  Establishment  Officer  in  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  (1961),  Director  of  Personnel  Administration  (1962),  and  Permanent 
Secretary  in  the  Ministry  of  Tobago  Affairs  (1964) . 

He  is  the  current  chairman  of  the  national  Insurance  Board  (NIB)  and  the 
National  Insurance  Property  Development  Company  (NIPDEC) . 
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Dr  Bobb,  who  holds  a  Ph.D  degree  in  Economics  from  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  has  been  with  the  Central  Bank  since  March  1,  1978,  when  he  was 
appointed  for  a  second  five-year  term  of  office  from  March  1,  1983. 

Prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  post  of  Deputy  Governor  in  the  Bank,  Dr 
Bobb  was  employed  with  the  International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and 
Development  (World  Bank)  in  Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.A.  from  1969  to  1978. 

This  service  Included  a  period  of  three  years  from  September  1974  to  June 
1977  when  he  was  seconded  to  the  Government  of  Liberia  as  Project  Manager 
of  the  Planning  Advisory  Team  jointly  financed  by  the  World  Bank,  the  United 
Nations  Development  Programme  (UNDP)  and  the  United  States  Agency  for  Inter¬ 
national  Development  (USAID). 

On  that  assignment,  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  senior  Economic  Adviser  to 
the  Government  of  Liberia  and  had  principal  responsibility  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  that  country’s  first  four-year  development  plan. 

Apart  from  his  duties  at  the  Central  Bank,  Dr  Bobb  is  chairman  of  the 
Boards  of  the  Reinsurance  Company  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Limited  and  the 
Food  and  Agriculture  Corporation  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Limited. 

He  is  deputy  Chairman  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  (BWIA  International) 

Airways  Corporation  and  a  director  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Stock  Exchange. 

Dr  Bobb  served  on  the  Task  Force  appointed  by  Cabinet  to  formulate  a  multi¬ 
sectoral  development  plan  for  the  Republic  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  which 
worked  from  1982  to  1983  under  the  chairmanship  of  William  G.  Demas. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  delegation  headed  by  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  George  Chambers  at  the  Commonwealth  Heads  of  Government  conference  in 
New  Delhi,  India,  last  November. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


TEXACO-UNION  DISCORD  PERSISTS;  PROTESTORS  TURN  VIOLENT 

Dieagreetnent  on  Arbitration 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  29  May  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Suzanne  Morris] 

[Excerpt]  A  proposal  by  Mr  Errol  Mahabir,  Minister  of  Labour,  Social 
Security  and  Co-operatives  that  an  Independent  conciliator  be  appointed  to 
settle  the  issue  of  the  dismissal  of  eight  Texaco  workers  has  been  rejected 
by  the  Oilfields  Workers'  Trade  Union  (OWTU). 

But  Texaco  officials  say  they  are  willing  to  go  along  with  the  plan. 

Mr  Mahablr  made  the  suggestion  yesterday  afternoon  during  the  first  round  of 
conciliatory  meetings  between  both  parties  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour, 
Riverside  Plaza.  He  said  the  measure  was  a  means  of  avoiding  the  normal 
time-consuming  process  of  having  dismissals  reported  to  his  Ministry  and,  if 
not  settled  there,  to  the  Industrial  Court. 

According  to  the  Minister,  an  independent  arbitrator  would  look  immediately 
into  the  dismissals  and  give  an  impartial  decision.  Both  sides  would  have 
to  accept  his  findings  as  binding. 

However,  OWTU  officials  have  rejected  the  idea  and  are  insisting  on  the  rein¬ 
statement  of  the  dismissed  workers. 

With  respect  to  increasing  its  wage  offer,  Texaco  officials  made  proposals 
as  pre-conditions  for  doing  this. 

They  are  asking  for  craft  consolidation  by  which  one  worker  will  be  able  to 
do  the  job  of  another;  that  contractors  should  not  be  bound  by  company  wages 
and  a  change  in  the  bunkering  department  where  employees  work  40  hours  and 
get  paid  for  70  hours. 

Mr  Mahablr  asked  the  company  to  put  a  total  wage  offer  over  three  years  on 
the  table.  Instead  of  their  initial  offer  of  five  percent  for  the  first 
year.  Texaco  has  asked  for  time  to  consider  this. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  union  has  reduced  its  original  offer  of  80  percent 
to  -SO  percent  (25,  15  and  10  percent  increases  respectively  over  three 
years) . 

Before  the  start  of  the  meeting  Mr  Errol  McLeod,  acting  president  general  of 
the  OWTU  and  head  of  the  union's  negotiating  team,  indicated  that  they  were 
willing  to  accept  no  less  than  25  percent  in  the  first  year.  The  union  is 
also  insisting  on  a  three  year  wage  increase  offer. 

Mr  McLeod  also  expressed  the  hope  that  some  decision  would  be  reached  on 
the  issue  of  reinstatement  of  the  dismissed  workers. 

Attack  on  Mahabir's  Home 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  31  May  84  p  1 

iText]  Placard-bearing,  flag-waving  demonstrators  paraded  yesterday  in 
front  the  home  of  Minister  of  Labour,  Social  Security  and  Co-operatives, 

Errol  Mahabir,  at  Sumadh  Gardens,  Vistabella,  San  Fernando. 

At  the  time  Mr  Hamabir  was  at  his  offices  at  Riverside  Plaza,  Port-of-Spain. 

However,  his  wife  and  family  were  at  home.  Mrs  llahabir  was  subjected  to  a 
barrage  of  foul  and  abusive  language  and  Insults  from  the  demonstrators. 

According  to  reports,  the  demonstrators,  waving  blue  and  red  flags  and 
displaying  placards,  some  of  them  declaring  "Mahabir  must  go,"  arrived  in 
the  area  in  a  mini-bus  and  other  vehicles  in  the  afternoon  chanting  slogans. 

Usually  Minister  Mahabir  remains  in  San  Fernando  on  a  Wednesday  where  he 
operates  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour  offices  in  the  borough  and  also  attends 
to  the  business  of  his  constituency.  , (He  is  the  parliamentary  representa¬ 
tive  for  San  Fernando  West),  i 

However,  yesterday  he  was  in  Port-of-Spain  attending  to  matters  at  his 
Riverside  Plaza  offices  in  relation  to  the  current  industrial  situation. 

Over  the  last  few  weeks,  the  Minister  has  been  involved  in  a  number  of  labour 
disputes  Including  unrest  in  the  oilbelt. 

While  the  demonstrators  were  outside  Mr  Mahabir's  home,  neighbours  who 
witnessed  the  commotion  summoned  the  Southern  Police,  but  when  they  arrived 
,  the  demonstrators  had  already  left. 

Southern  Police  confirmed  yesterday  that  they  had  received  reports  of  persons 
demonstrating  outside  the  Minister's  home. 

Contacted  late  yesterday  on  the  matter,  Mr  i^habir  said  that  when  he  reached 
his  home  around  5  p.m.  he  was  greeted  by  his  wife  with  the  report  that  she 
and  his  family  were  subjected  to  the  worst  type  of  abuse  by  some  men  and 
women  who  came  in  vehicles. 
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Apart  from  calling  for  the  Minister  to  go,  they  were  also  chanting  "De  La 
Grenade  must  go”  and  making  references  to  the  Lever  Brothers  and  the  McEnearney 
disputes,  while  some  placards  denounced  any  "wage  freeze.” 

Commenting  on  the  action  yesterday,  Mr  Mahablr  said:  "It  Is  a  great  act  of 
cowardice  on  the  part  of  the  persons  who  came  to  my  house  today  to  abuse  my 
wife  and  family  In  the  manner  in  which  they  did.” 

He  added:  "I  wish  to  make  It  clear,  however,  that  nothing  that  they  can  do 
will  prevent  me  from  doing  my  duties  fairly  and  fearlessly.” 

Delay  In  Talks 

Meanwhile,  talks  between  Texaco  and  the  Oilfields  Workers'  Trade  Union 
(OWTU)  are  scheduled  to  resume  today,  but  Mr  Mahablr  said  late  yesterday 
that  he  had  been  contacted  by  Mr  Lloyd  Austin,  General  Manager  of  Texaco  who 
Is  now  In  the  United  States,  stating  that  he  would  be  unable  to  be  back  In 
Trinidad  before  late  today. 

He  said  Mr  Austin  said  he  Was  In  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  Minis¬ 
ter's  request  for  a  positive  wage  offer. 

Mr  Mahablr  said  that  In  the  circumstances  It  was  likely  that  the  meeting 
would  be  postponed  for  a  day  to  tomorrow  but  he  had  asked  the  company  to 
make  the  arrangements  with  the  OWTU. 

The  company  had  offered  five  percent  In  the  first  year  while  the  union  had 
reduced  Its  demand  from  80  percent  to  50  percent  over  three  years. 

'Anarchy'  Warning 

Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  31  May  8A  p  1 

[Text]  President  of  the  Employers'  Consultative  Association  has  expressed 
concern  at  the  Illegal  picketing  of  the  homes  of  company  directors  and  has 
suggested  that  this  could  cause  serious  problems  In  the  country. 

Mr  Emile  de  la  Grenade  was  speaking  at  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Port  of  Spain 
Rotary  Club  at  the  Holiday  Inn  on  Tuesday. 

According  to  Mr  de  la  Grenada,  the  ECA  Is  very  concerned  at  the  violation 
by  certain  parties  of  the  Trade  Dispute  and  Protection  of  Property  Ordinance 
as  entailed  In  the  laws  of  the  country. 

He  said:  "The  dimension  of  picketing  directors'  homes  Is  clearly  prohibited 
and  It  seems  that  has  gone  on  as  a  joke  and  If  not  arrested  by  the  author¬ 
ities,  can  cause  serious  problems  for  all  of  us  In  the  country. 

"The  law  was  put  on  statute  and  passed  by  Parliament  for  all  the  citizens. 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  Is  not  intended  only  for  the  trade  unions;  it  Is  Intended 
for  the  citizens  also  and  we  all  must  do  our  utmost  to  defend  it  under  the 
Constitution.” 
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The  EGA,  he  said,  recommends  "consultation  rather  than  confrontation"  and 
they  were  in  no  confrontation  with  the  trade  unions.  If  the  laws  of  the 
country  were  not  followed,  he  said,  there  could  be  anarchy. 

He  agreed  that  confrontation  was  not  on  the  part  of  unions  alone.  Stressing 
that  he  was  not  referring  to  any  company  in  particular,  he  said  that  any 
company  hoping  to  make  large  profits  and  offering  increases  like  0,3,3  over  a 
three-year  period  was  asking  for  confrontation. 

Mr  de  la  Grenade  said  that  Unions  must  recognise  the  need  for  much  more 
reasonable  demands  and  called  on  the  labour  movement  to  have  open  discussions 
with  them. 

He  also  said  that  the  three  social  partners — Government,  unions  and 
employers — would  have  to  carry  the  burden  equally,  in  that  Government  must 
understand  that  it  has  to  ease  the  situation  by  possibly  reviewing  the  tax 
system,  unions  must  ask  for  less,  and  employers  must  understand  that  they 
cannot  continue  to  make  the  same  prof itis. 

He  said  he  was  very  concerned  that  one  day's  pay  in  Trinidad  was  equivalent 
to  one  week's  pay  in  Antigua.  He  said  that  when  employers  offer  five  percent 
increase  over  a  three-year  period  in  this  country,  no  one  seemed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  cost  of  living  applications  which  raise  the  15  percent  to 
well  over  31  percent  in  any  three-year-period . 

The  country's  standard  of  living  would  always  be  higher  than  any  other  West 
Indian  island,  he  said,  and  would  stay  so  for  the  next  ten  years. 

Foreign  Investment 

He  suggested  that  what  was  needed  for  this  society  was  to  "attract  foreign 
investments  on  a  partnership  basis"  as  this  would  have  Immense  benefits 
for  the  country,  bringing  in  foreign  currency  and  possibly  expanding  to 
foreign  markets. 

He  noted  that  if  Trinidad  and  Tobago  could  not  compete  on  the  Carlcom 
market  then  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  us  to  compete  internationally. 

Mr  de  la  Grenade  called  on  the  private  sector  to  speak  out  on  national  Issues 
as  they  affected  them,  as  "their  credibility  sometimes  comes  into  dispute 
and  silence  does  breed  acceptance." 

He  also  suggested  that  the  private  sector  should  be  free  to  open  business 
on  any  day  of  the  week,  and  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  disruption  of 
family  life." 
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Texaco  Personnel  Plans 


Port-of- Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  31  May  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Mikey  Mahabir] 

[Text]  Texaco  Trinidad  Inc  stated  yesterday  that  the  company  had  no  plan 
for  retrenchment  of  workers  at  this  time. 

An  official  of  the  company  was  denying  comments  made  by  the  Oilfields 
Workers*  Trade  Union  that  Texaco' had  plans  to  retrench  1,000  workers. 

Asked  to  comment,  the  company  official  said: 

The  OWTU  said  in  its  bulletin  No  5  that  the  union  has  called  for  a  moratorium 
on  retrenchment  "because  we  know  that  we  must  fight  at  every  possible 
opportunity  against  Texaco  *  s  plans  to  retrench  further . " 

It  claimed  that  Texaco  had  plans  to  "axe"  at  least  1,000  workers. 

Questioned  on  the  situation  with  petroleum  products,  the  company  said 
yesterday  that  there  was  no  problem  with  the  availability  of  such  products 
from  the  refinery.  "For  details,  we  refer  you  to  the  Permanent  Secretary, 
Ministry  of  Energy,  who,  under  the  order  of  the  Trade  Ordinance  Involved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce  is  the  person  responsible  for  such 
supplies . " 

Production  Continues 

Texaco  was  also  asked  about  its  crude  production  in  the  light  of  the 
industrial  problems  at  the  company.  An  official  said,  "Oil  production 
continues  at  the  company's  producing  fields. 

The  company  also  stated  that  the  refinery  continued  to  operate  at  60,000 
barrels  a  day. 

It  is  understood  that  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Oil  Company  Limited  (Trintoc)  is 
continuing  to  supply  the  Pointe-a-Pierre  refinery  with  37,000  barrels  of 
crude  according  to  the  arrangement  made  by  Government. 

Meanwhile,  petroleum  products  continue  to  flow  out  of  the  Texaco  Pointe-a- 
Pierre  bond  as  the  industrial  dispute  between  the  company  and  OWTU  continues. 

The  unrest  is  now  in  its  third  week  and  from  the  look  of  things  there  is  no 
immediate  signs  of  a  settlement. 

Before  a  return  to  normalcy,  the  union  is  demanding  reinstatement  of  the 
eight  workers  dismissed  by  the  company,  the  offer  of  a  reasonable  wage 
Increase  and  agreement  to  a  moratorium  on  retrenchment. 
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A  source  close  to  Texaco  said  that  an  average  of  125,000  gallons  of  premium 
gasoline  was  being  sent  out  of  the  bond  daily.  Also,  about  20,000  gallons 
of  regular  gasoline  wa^  being  moved  out. 

On  an  average  daily  basis,  50,000  gallons  of  aviation  jet  fuel,  4,000 
gallons  of  kerosene  and  25,000  gallons  of  gas  oil  were  being  sent  out  as 
well.  In  addition,  about  150,000  pounds  of  cooking  gas  (LPG)  was  also 
being  taken  out. 

But  on  the  question  of  cooking  gas,  since  there  is  a  labour  dispute  with 
one  of  the  distributors,  Aziz  Abamad,  members  of  the  protective  services 
are  reported  to  be  bottling  20-pound  cylinders  at  the  contractors'  Cunupla 
bottling  depot. 

OWTU  'No'  to  Texaco  Offer 

Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  2  Jun  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Suzanne  Morris] 

[Text]  Tekaco  (Trinidad)  Incorporated  has  made  a  three-year  wage  offer 
to  its  workers  but  this  has  been  rejected  by  the  Oilfields  Workers  Trade 
Union  (OWTU)  as  being  too  small  to  even  consider. 

The  three-year  offer  was  changed  from  the  company's  previous  position  of 
five  percent  over  one  year.  It  is  the  only  issue  on  which  the  company  has 
changed  its  offer. 

After  seven  hours  of  discussions,  presided  over  by  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
Social  Security  and  Co-operatives,  Mr  Errol  Mahablr,  at  the  Riverside 
Plaza,  Port  of  Spain,  thie  parties  are  still  to  reach  agreement  on  a  number 
of  outstanding  issues. 

At  the  end  of  yesterday's  talks,  Texaco's  General  Manager,  Mr  Lloyd  Austin, 
said  he  was  disturbed  at  the  trend  being  taken. 

"I  am  disturbed.  I'm  not  encouraged  by  what  has  happened,"  he  said  in  a 
brief  statement. 

He  said  the  company  went  into  talks  prepared  to  make  a  three-year  offer. 
They  made  increase  offers  in  terms  of  dollars  and  cents  with  the  lowest 
being  75  cents  an  hour  in  the  first  year.  Mr  Austin  could  not  recall  the 
highest  offer  made. 

Texaco  is  still  insisting  that  an  independent  arbitrator  be  appointed  to 
rule  on  the  issue  of  the  eight  dismissed  workers. 

OWTU’s  acting  President  General,  Mr  Errol  Mcleod,  said  that  "absolutely 
nothing  was  accomplished"  during  yesterday’s  lengthy  discussions. 
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Report  to  Workers 

Mr  McLeod  said,  •'All  the  company  did  was  commit  Itself  to  a  three-year 
agreement.  They  have  not  made  an  offer  that  we  would  want  to  talk  about." 

On  the  re-lnstatement  issue,  he  said  that  the  company  had  brought  no 
evidence  that  could  be  used  to  take  action  against  the  eight  dismissed 
workers. 

Earlier  in  the  day  the  union  leader  announced  that  he  had  instructed  workers 
to  go  back  to  their  jobs.  This  directive  came  after  three  weeks  of  unrest. 
It  was  expected  that  operations  at  the  company's  installations  would  return 
to  normal  by  Monday  but  after  the  talks  this  remained  uncertain. 

Mr  McLOOd  said  he  would  report  back  to  the  workers  on  what  had  taken  place 
but  could  not  say  how  they  would  react. 

He  declared:  "Texaco  does  not  care  about  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  The  sooner 
they  are  kicked  out  the  sooner  we  will  have  peace." 

Labour  Minister  Errol  Mahablr  confirmed  that  the  two  major  issues  remained 
unresolved.  He  explained  that  the  company  put  forward  a  three-year 
proposal. 

Negotiable 

They  are  offering  the  addition  of  COLA  to  existing  salary.  In  addition  to 
this,  they  are  offering  their  hourly  workers  an  average  of  7.2  to  7.5 
percent  in  the  first  year.  In  the  second  and  third  years  they  have  offered 
three  percent. 

Weekly  workers  have  been  offered  5.6  to  6.3  percent  in  the  first  year  with 
three  percent  in  the  second  and  third  years. 

Texaco  has  indicated  that  their  offer  is  negotiable. 

OWTU  remained  adamant  about  its  demand  for  50  percent  over  three  years. 

According  to  the  Minister,  the  other  "burning"  issue,  the  dismissals, 
has  been  complicated  by  the  arrest  of  two  of  these  workers. 

The  two  have  been  charged  with  malicious  damage  and  possession  of  an 
offensive  weapon  and  have  been  taken  to  court  to  answer  the  charges. 

At  the  end  of  the  discussions  he  said,  "It  is  not  for  me  to  express  disap¬ 
pointment.  My  job  is  to  find  a  solution.  Today  What  we  did  was  to  get 
detailed  information  on  certain  Issues  from  both  parties.  We  would  like 
the  parties  to  commit  themselves  to  meaningful  negotltlons." 

Talks  will  resume  at  3  p.m.  on  Monday  at  Riverside  Plaza. 

CSO:  3298/878 
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TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT  OFFICIAL  HITS  WEST'S  SHORT-TERM  'PALLIATIVES’  ON  DEBTS 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  30  May  84  p  1 

[Text]  The  concept  of  "import  less,  export  more"  as  a  solution  to  the 
US$350  billion  foreign  debt  problem  facing  Latin  American  countries  has 
been  rejected  as  a  fallacy  by  Mr  Christopher  Thomas,  acting  Permanent 
Secretary  in  the  Ministry  of  External  Affairs. 

He  made  this  point  yesterday  during  the  opening  session  of  a  technical 
meeting  of  the  Inter-American  Executive  Committee  for  Economic  and  Social 
Affairs  (CEPCIES)  at  Riverside  Plaza,  Port  of  Spain. 

Trinidad  and  Tobago  is  hosting  the  two-day  meeting  which  is  being  attended 
by  delegates  from  Jamaica,  Barbados,  the  United  States,  Venezuela,  Brazil, 
Chile  and  Peru . 

Mr  Thomas,  who  is  chairman  of  the  meeting,  said:  "the  overwhelming  level  of 
Latin  American  foreign  debt,  now  estimated  at  some  US$250  billion,  and  the 
obvious  impossibility  of  servicing  the  debt  under  the  present  circumstances 
threaten  the  entire  financial  structure  of  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

"The  frantic  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  international  financial  institu¬ 
tions  and  the  Western  industrialised  countries  to  forestall  any  default  on 
the  debt  are  evidence  of  the  gravity  of  the  crisis." 

Mr  Thomas  described  recent  rescheduling  of  some  countries'  foreign  loans 
and  continuing  efforts  to  obtain  rescheduling  of  others  as  "merely  short¬ 
term  palliatives  that  do  little  or  nothing  to  correct  the  fundamental  ' 
Imbalance  that  afflict  the  countries  of  the  region." 

According  to  Mr  Thomas,  U.S.  officials  have  repeatedly  acknowledged  that, 
co-operation  between  developed  and  developing  countries  is  a  "sine  qua  non" 
for  the  resolution  of  the  debt  problem  and  had  warned  that  the  introduction 
of  protectionist  measures  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  industry  and  the  U.S. 
Congress  during  the  recent  recession  could  only  bring  about  a  worsening  of 
the  situation  and  a  risk  of  retaliatory  trade  war. 


215 


Wider  Interest 


He  continued:  "It  Is  recognised  that  the  U.S.  trade  authorities  have  a 
responsibility  to  their  own  manufacturers,  but  they,  too,  have  a  wider 
Interest  in  the  preservation  of  free  trade  in  the  region  without  which  the 
chances  for  regional  economic  and  political  stability  are  remote." 

Mr  Thomas  explained  that  the  U.S,  Department  of  Commerce  had,  over  the  last 
two  years,  conducted  a  record  number  of  anti-dumping  and  countervailing  duty 
Investigations.  OAS  member  states  were  particularly  affected  by  this  action. 

"In  1982,  Trinidad  was  faced,  for  the  first  time,  with  simultaneous  CVD  and 
dumping  Investigations  of  Its  steel  wire  rod  exports.  As  a  small,  developing 
country,  Sxportlng  a  product  that  constituted  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
U.S.  market  In  the  particular  commodity,  we  were  astonished  to  be  the  subject 
of  such  a  petition  and  certainly  had  a  little  experience  In  fighting  It." 

The  Iron  and  Steel  Company  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  (ISCOTT)  Is  one  of  several 
Latin  American  and  Caribbean  companies  against  which  countervailing  duty 
cases  had  been  filed  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce. 


CSOt  3298/880 
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TELCO,  TEXTEL  FUNDING— —"CONSIDERABLE  progress,"  has  been  reported  .in  negoti¬ 
ations  between  two  State-owned  utilities— Trinidad  and  Tobago  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  (Telco)  and  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  External  Telecoiranunications  Limited 
(Textel)  for  a  new  traffic  revenue  sharing  agreement.  Consequently,  both 
parties  have  requested  a  two-week  extension  to  a  90-day  ultimatum  handed  to 
theta  by  the  Ministry  of  State  Enterprises  to  come  up  with  the  accord  or  have 
one  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Ministry.  The  90  days  expires  today  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  official  source,  neither  party  is  really  keen  on  having  the  Ministry 
dictate  how  the  money  should  be  divided.  The  source  said  yesterday:  "Although 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  there  are  several  thorny  Issues  still  to  be 
thrashed  out,  but  given  the  prevailing  spirit  at  the  negotiations,  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  an  extension  to  the  90-day  deadline  would  produce  positive  results." 
Asked  what  the  "thorny  Issues"  were,  the  source  said  the  first  related  to  the 
percentage  sharing  of  the  revenue.  At  the  moment.  Telco  gets  35  per  cent  of 
money  earned  on  all  external  telephone  calls  while  Textel  receives  the  remain¬ 
ing  65  per  cent.  This  is  Irking  the  Telco  outfit  which  is  claiming  the  major¬ 
ity  percentage  (upward  50  per  cent) ,  its  case  being  advanced  by  the  almost  one 
billion  dollars  being  spent  on  expanding  and  improving  its  service.  [Excerpt] 
[Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  22  May  84  p  1] 

TELCO  LOANS — TRINIDAD  and  Tobago  Telephone  Company  Ltd.  (Telco)  will  sign  two 
loan  agreements  this  morning  for  $230  million — the  biggest  loan  ever  negoti¬ 
ated  on  the  local  financial  market.  Signing  will  take  place  at  10  a.m.  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  in  Port  of  Spain.  A  consortium  of  local  banks  and  Insurance  com¬ 
panies  is  Involved  in  the  deal  which  will  primarily  finance  Telco’s  plans  for 
the  work  on  outside  plant  facilities,  including  payments  to  contractors  for 
construction  cables,  ducts  and  manholes,  plus  money  for  landing  costs  for  equip¬ 
ment.  Guarantor  for  the  record-breaking  deal,  the  Government,  will  be  repre¬ 
sented  by  Minister  of  State  Enterprises  Ronnie  Williams,  Permanent  Secretary  in 
the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  Planning,  Frank  Barsotti  and  Central  Bank  Governor 
Victor  Bruce.  This  second  loan,  according  to  Dr  Nellson  Mackay,  Telco's  Execu¬ 
tive  Director,  will  be  used  for  purchasing  private  automatic  systems  for  govern¬ 
ment  offices,  repayment  of  outstanding  debts  to  the  Orion  Bank  of  London,  and 
development  of  rural  telephone  systems  in  this  country.  [Excerpts]  [Port-of- 
Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  23  May  84  p  1] 

SUGAR  SHORTFALL— STATE-OWNED  Caroni  (1975)  Limited  has  experienced  a  short  fall 
of  almost  10,000  tons  in  its  1984  sugar  crop.  The  company  was  programmed  to 
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produce  76,350  tonnes  of  sugar  from  950,000  tonnes  of  canes.  After  the  boil¬ 
ing-off  operations  last  weekend,  the  sugar  production  figure  was  given  as 
66,504  tonnes  from  879,289  tonnes  of  canes.  The  company,  according  to  a 
spokesman,  put  the  blame  for  the  shortfall  on  three  factors:  Adverse  weather 
conditions  at  the  start  of  harvesting,  unplanned  fires  and  declining  cane 
yields.  In  the  area  of  declining  yield,  the  company  is  planning  to  replant 
about  5,000  acres.  Caronl  is  to  export  all  the  66,504  tonnes  of  sugar.  Al¬ 
ready  the  company  has  made  three  shipments  to  the  United  States  and  three  to 
the  European  Common  Market.  Cane  farmers  reaped  all  of  their  canes  and  in 
fact  went  about  10,000  tonnes  above  their  estimate  of  295,000  tonnes.  The 
company  harvested  all  its  crops.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in 
English  22  May  84  p  6] 

PROPOSAL  FOR  ’NATIONAL  PARTY’-— ’’PROPO SAL  for  a  National  Party"  has  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  agenda  when  the  National  Alliance  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  con¬ 
venes  its  first  county  convention  next  month.  A  release  signed  by  Alliance 
administrative  secretary  Alloy  Lequay  stated  yesterday  that  the  proposal 
was  among  three  items  listed  on  the  debate.  The  other  items  are  reports  from 
the  county  councils  and  party  organisation  and  finance.  Lequay  said  the  Al¬ 
liance  had  planned  a  series  of  county  conventions  to  be  held  from  May  to  July. 
The  first  convention  will  be  held  in  County  Victoria  at  a  venue  to  be  an¬ 
nounced  on  May  13.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spaln  EXPRESS  in  English  28  Apr  84  p  4] 

NJAC  COMMEMORATION — THE  National  Joint  Action  Committee  (NJAC)  said  it  has 
lost  a  number  of  its  members  in  the  12  years  following  the  state  of  emergency 
declared  in  April  1970.  In  a  release  from  the  committee’s  chairman,  Jawara 
Mobota,  the  NJAC  said  the  process  by  which  all  of  its  senior  leaders  were  in¬ 
carcerated  and  hundreds  of  its  second  line  leadership  harassed  by  the  estab¬ 
lishment  during  the  state  of  emergency,  continued  and  in  some  cases  inten¬ 
sified  over  the  following  12  years.  "During  this  time  we  lost  a  number  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  through  one  process  of  elimination  or  another," 
said  Mobota.  He  said  what  was  Important  during  those  years  was  that  the 
movement  not  only  resisted  all  efforts  to  accomodate  it  within  the  system, 
but  maintained  a  persistent  and  consistent  philosophical  line  up  to  the  present 
time,  with  its  objective  being  a  society  based  on  man.  In  looking  back  at 
this  period,  the  NJAC  will  be  commemorating  April  21,  1970,  the  day  on  which 
the  state  of  emergency  was  declared,  by  holding  a  "Family  Day"  at  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  headquarters  at  48  Hermitage  Road,  Gonzales,  tomorrow  at  2  p.m.  The 
programme  will  feature  a  plctoral  display  of  the  committee’s  activities,  a 
film  on  its  participation  in  the  1981  general  election  and  one  on  labour 
leader  Tubal  Uriah  Buzz  Butler.  There  will  also  be  addresses  by  NJAC’s 
political  leader,  Makandal  Daaga  and  other  officers  of  the  committee.  [Text] 
[Port-of-Spain  EXPRESS  in  English  28  Apr  84  p  1] 
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